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District roundup

JAMALPUR
- Bar assoc

annual meet
held

Fcb 10: The annual general
meeting ol the district Bar
Association was held at its hall
auditorfum with much enthusi-
asm on Thursday, reports
UNB.

Advocate Zahid Anwar and
Advoeate Anwarul Karim Shah-

have been elected pres-
ident and general secretary
respectively. One hundred
eighty-eight members partici-
pated in the election.
* Another message adds: The
annual general meeting of the
Apex Club was held in the
town on Thursday.

Local journalist Loviu Ansar
and former Jamalpur pouras-
hava vice chairman Ibrahim
Khalll were elected president
and secretary of the club,

Principal Harun-or-Rashid
and Syed Man were clected
as vice presidents and Hafiz
Raihan as treasurer. :

MEHERPUR
Use of firewood
for burning

bricks unabated

Feb 10: The brick manulac-
turers of the district are using
firewood. for burning bricks vi-

olating the government ban, -

reports UNB.

According to informed sou-
rces, there are about 20
brickfields in the district.
Trees are being cut indiscrim-
inately by the brickficeld own-
ers at a cheap rate adversely
affecting the ecological bala-
nee,
The poor ignorant farmers
are selling the trecs including
fruit-bearing ones to meet.
their day to day expenditures,

When contacted the brick-
field owners said due to short-
age of coal they are compelled
to use [lirewood for manuf-
acturing bricks. But officials
said eoal stock is satisfactory
but the unscrup-ulous brick-
field owners pur-chase fire-
wood at a comp-aratively rate
from the ignorant farmers.

While contacted the Divi-
sional Forest Officer said he
would contact the Thana
Nirbahi Officer regarding the
allegation ol using firewood in
the brickfields and necessary
action would be taken against
the violators of government
ban.

SIRAJGANS
28 Chhatra League
activists
chargesheeted

Feb 10: Police chargesh-
ected 28 activists of Bangla-
desh Chhatra Lesdgue (M-I}
including local leader Chayan
Islafn under anti-terrorism act
in Kagipur thana on Thursday,
reports UND.

A group of armed activists
of Chhatra League attacked
supporters of Jatiyatabadi Dal
at Kazipur Mansur Ali College

on November 2] and
chopped left leg of JCD Kaz-
fpur thana unit Secretary
Rabiul Hassan, according to
the comg laints.

Loeal BNP leaders filed the
case with the police against
the activists of Chhatra League
and Jubo League in this con-
nection.

After investigation police
submitted the charge-sheet.

HABIGANJ
Youngman killed
as bus, truck
collide

Feb 10: A young man was
killed when a passenger bus
and truck collided at Shal-

Furan Bazar on Dhaka-

Sy highway Thursday, rep-
lorts UNE.

£ Witnesses said Abdul Gand
it‘ll} of Laskarpur village in
Sadar ihana died on the spot
after Dhaka-bound bus (Dhaka
Cha-9158) and Sylhet-bound
truck | 4 Ta-2431)
collided hecad-on. The wvictim
met the tragic end while he

Police scized both the ve-
hicles while the drivers man-

aged 10 flce.
A case was lodged with the

o0
Gun with four
rounds of

bullets stolen
Feb 10: A single barrel gun

L

with four rounds of bullcts was

siolen from the house of
Sanaullah at Kanchanpur in the
pruragava on January 19, re-
ports UNB

Police sources said the thief
entered through the open dodr
of the house and took away the
gun at about & pm.

A case was recorded with
the Jhenidah Police Station.

- seized sm

Fen
Indian sarees

worth Tk 8 lakh

- recovered

Feb .0 esh Rifles
seized smu goods worth
about Taka 8 lakh in two sepa-
rate drives and arrested a train
driver during last one week,
reports UNB.

Acting on secret Informa-
tioff, BDR raided the in-
tercity train at Feni Railway
Station and seized smuggled
Indian sarces worth Taka 7
lakh from the guard room on
January 27.

The arrested driver of the
train was identified as Khetra
Mohon Das.

BDR jawans also seized:

Indian sarees worth Taka
87,000 from two night coa-
ches on Feni by-pass road on

wary 25.

" The  seized goods were
handed over to the local cus-
toms department and the ar-
rested were sent to jail hajat.

Two cases were lodged with
the police.

CoMmia
Mahila Sangstha
donates Tk 20,000

for self-employment

schemes
Feb 10: Jatiya Mahila Sang-
stha donated Taka 20,000 to
Satrang Mohila Sangstha for
implementing its self-em-
ployment schemes at a simple

. function on Monday, reports

UNB.

The members of local unit
of Jatiya Mohila Sangstha Laila
Noor, Rezia Begum, Begum

' Sahadat Jahan and Fatema

Siddique spoke on the occa-
siOn. i i

The speakers stressed the
néed of selfl employment sche-
mes -for the rural women. They
said poultry farm, pisciculture,
indoor - vegetable cultivation

and other cottage industries -

are the easy occupations for

mdnfl self-employment.
The cheque was handed
over by the district unit presi-
dent Fatema Siddique. The
money would mainly be used
on setiing up a poultry farm.

BRAHMANBARIA

Smuggled goods

worth 8.31 lakh
seized

over Taka 8.3] lakh from dif-
ferent areas of the district, re-
ports UNB.

Acting on secret informa-
tion, r.ﬂeduntn river
ghat on January 28 and recov-
ered indian spare parts worth
about Taka 8 lakh.

In another raid they also

MYMENSINGH .
Top priority
to education

Feb 10: State Minister for
Relief Lutfur Rahman Khan on

tached to to educa-
tion which could change
the fate of the and en-

Imam Samity

has been formed in a meeting
held on Sunday, reports UNB

The was held at
the jocal Bara with Pesh
Imam Moulana Ashral in
“”r‘“‘hnﬂﬁr'
ent thanas took part in the

bearers of the
new committee are: Alhaj
Moulana Al
President, Moulana Hatem Al
— Wiee President, Abdus

l‘r-l'::
Mohammad Rahman,

The members

Hafez Moulana | Khaleq
and Moulana Abdus Saltrm

Ashral —

H

........

Finance Minister M Saifur Rahmnq iagurung khal dge in Sylhet on January 29.

—PID photo

Water level fall in Padma, |

CHANDPUR, Feb :10: The
Mcghna and the Padma

recorded a sharp f[all in the

water level with the beginning
of the dry season.

- According to Chandpur
Water Development Board of-
fice sources, as many as two
hundred shoals have been sur-
faced on the two mighty rivers
threatening the operation of
launch, steamer and other wa-
ter services. It is apprehended
that steamer and launch ser-
vices between Barisal-Dhaka,
Khulna-Dhaka, Chandpur-
Dhaka, Chandpur-Barisal and
in other places may be sus-
pended at any time due to

‘want of navigability. Already

the steamers and launches are
plying through the alternate
routes of the rivers which take
more time to reach the desti-
nation. Sometimes stecamers
and launches are stranded on
the routes due to rise of shoals
in different areas ol the rivers.

Meghna

From Our Correspondent |

It can be mentioned here
that steamers and launches are
plying in these routes taking
more times to reach the desti-
nation. So passengers are sul-
fering in the areas, Steamers
and launches cannot maintain
scheduled time table in these
routes. Due to lack of BIWTA
signals, sometimes accident
are occurred. Proper river
drazing are essential in these
routes for the navigability in

the area.

Betel-leaf farming
_ onwane -

Our Correspondent adds:
Betel leaf cultivation in the
district have been decreasing
alarmingly due to prob-
lems including price e of
raw materials and absence of

proper marketing facilities.
According to Agriculture

De t sources, about 40

thousand acres of land are
brought under betel leaf cuiti-

vation in the district every
year. About one lakh people of
the district are depending on
betel leafl cultivation. At pre-

sent, the price of bamboo,

jute-sticks, oilcake, ropes, fer-

tilizer and other inputs for be-
tel leal cultivation have gone
beyond the reach ol the poor
cultivators. About Taka 8 thou-
sand is required to cultivate
betel leal on one bigha of land.
Besides, other costs are
needed to protect the [ield
from the various diseascs and
pest attack. Due to lack of
marketing facilities the bctel
leal cuiltivators are compelied
to sell their products at a low
price.

It is e pprechended if various
problems in betel leaf produc-
tion are not removed a large
number of cultivators will be
compelled to give up the age-
old profession. Every year betel
leaf production is decreasing
i the district.

Target of boro production may

not be achieved

. SYLHET, Feb 10: The target
ol boro production throughout
the four districts of greater
Sylhet region may not be
achieved during the current
scason due to a number of
problems.

Abnormal rise in the prices
of chemical fertilizers, high
price and non-availability of
high yielding wvarieties ol
seeds, corruption in distribu-
tion of the agricultural loans
among the poor and marginal
farmers are some of the main
reasons. New procedures the
irrigation schemes have also

On;killed under
wheels of
speeding truck

JAMALPUR, Feb 10: A man
was killed under the wheels of
a speeding truck at Vocational

are on Jamalpur-Nandina
road Sunday, reports UND.

The dead was identified as
Rahimuddin Helal (30) of
Mymensingh town.

Witnesses said while Helal
passing the road b-unrdlnt a
rickshaw in the evening his
three wheeler was hit by the
killer truck. Helal then [ell
down and was run over.

He succumbed on way to
hospital.

A case has been filed with
the local thana. The driver
managed to flee with the vehi-
cle.

From Our Correspondent

atiributed much to the situa-
tion.

According to some official
source, a massive programmec
was taken up to bring a total
area of 3,45,100 hectares of
land under boro paddy farming
during the season. It includes,
62,400 hectares 11 thanas of
Sylhet, 37,600 hectares in 6
thanas of Moulvibazar and
1,656,100 hectares in 11
thanas of Sunamganj and
78,200 hectares in B thanas
under the Habiganj district.
The target of paddy production
was fixed at 7,390,015 metric
tonnes, the source added.

Abnormal rise in the prioes
of different types of chemical
fertilizers has aflfected the
poor and marginal farmers.

The supply of high yiclding
varfelies of secds is also quite
inadequate. These are not at all
available in the thana-level of-
fices of BADC at fixed prices.
But these are found selling in
the open markets at exorbitant
prices.

On the otherhand. the gov-
ernment has changed the old
system ol commissioning the
irrigation machines. It has al-
ready withdrawn the renting
system of the different {rriga-
tion equipments. Now these
arc sold from BADC. Only the
big farmers are able to pur-
chase these. The poor and
marginal farmers are to buy
waler from these people al

high rates during the peak

hour of frrigation. Risc in the
prices of fuel has also affected
the farmers in general, it is
learnt.

Disbursement of agricultural
lnans is also not at all satisfac-
tory. There is fund sanctioned
as farm loans by the diflerent
commercial banks including
the Bangladesh Krishi Bank.
But the officials 'in the bank
branches in the remote areas
are found less interested in
disbursing the agricultural
loans to the [armers, it is in-
formed. A section ol influential
people and village touts are
grttfnp the loans.

Workshop on
seed producing,

sale, distribution

concludes

FENI, Feb 10: A day long
workshop on seed producing,
sale and distribution was heid
here at district Agricultural
Extention . Project on Wednes-
day, reports UND.

A total of 30 seed
and distributors too
the workshop.

Deputy Director Agricultural
Extention Department,
Giasuddin Ahmed, distributed
the prizes and certificales

among the participants as
chiel guest.

roducers
part in

Mother of 4 ¢lopes with young
star, Oldie marries a sweet-six-
teen, Mofiz caught red-

Each new morning in
town brings a racket of loud
cries form street-hawking
'tokais,’ selling newspapers.

These are ‘inteskhabor’
(interesting news) Sir, said 8-
year old boy Gada helding in
his hand local dailies 'Karotoa',
‘Chandni Bazar', 'Mukta Barta’,
‘Uttar Barta'. "If we sing out
the day's headlines, people get
interested and start buying our
ware,” he said.

Gada is also locally known
as 'Bakuler Baap’, but he
doesn't know why they call
him ﬂmt—nﬂ:raﬁateighthc
cannot beget a daughter, what-
ever her name. This probably
E;tnta to the kind of rapport

has with the local people.

Like Gada, B, Moti, 10,
Alam, 8, Rafique, 12, and
others tallying up more than
40 children work as street
newspaper hawkers in Bogra
town. There are five existing
dailies in the town, all having
their own offset printing ma-
chines, computers, fax facility
and telephone. They entered
into modern technology two

years back.
The little boys running to-

wards their clients, their eyes
shining with expectation keep
babbling a please take one pa-

r, you'll get more news,
caders’' speech, foreign cur-
rent affair, violences, cinema,
‘inteskhabor’, you'll also get
Mofllz's news',

Who is Mofiz? This query
amazes Gada with its silliness
and he says "You don't know

Mofiz'? Clarification comes
from a regular local newspaper
reader. Mofiz is the symbolic
name of a dishonest and cor-
rupt unfon Parishad chairman
or member. May be once upon
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Youngman
burnt alive
in Feni

FENI. Feb 10: A man was
burnt alive and two others re-
ceived burn injuries and valu-
nbles worth about Taka 5 lakh
were gutted in a devastating

fire at Sotynagar in Dagan-
bhutyan thana, reports UNB.

According to a delayed in-
formation, the fire originating
[rom a lamp of the house of
Abdur Rashid soon engulfed
the entire house on Feb 2.

Rashid (20) died on the
spot and seriously Abul
| lossain (40) and has son Noor
Mohhamad (B) were r't.lll'nl:! to
the local hospital.
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SIRAJGANJ: Al-haj M Aminul Islam,; Divisional Commissioner of Rajshahi addressing

the district scout

y at Belkuchi recently

—8tar photo

Call to uphold

ideals of

scouting

From Our C dent
SIRAJGANJ, Feb 10: Divi-

sional Commissioner of Raj-

shahi, Alhaj M Aminul Islam
has called upon all o uphold
the ideals of scouting.

He was addressing the in-
augural session of 3-day third
district scout rally

m?\:bru-y 2 at Belkuchi

Alhaj Siddique High Schoel
ground with Deputy Commi-

ssioner AZM Shaliqul Islam In
the chair. Among others
district scout secretary M A
Aziz and President of Belkuchi
thdna scout and TNO Samar

Chandra Sinha spoke on the
oerasion.

The 3-day district scout.
rally was participated by 237

._ln-nuMlchllhn-H'

the district 10 from
Sadar and four from host
Belkuchi thana. On the con-

¢ day. thousands of peo-

[ermaces o the sevuin, vhadh
of the scouts

included grand camp fire.
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BOG e child hlhl'l are I;pilﬂ

on of some corruption.
From that time all corrupted
UP chairmen and members are
locally known as Mofiz.

:III'I!'I and Moti said that bus
and train passengers and
shopkeepers, were their main
customers. About 30 per cent
of their clientele were house
deliveries.

"We are more interested in
selling local newspapers as we
get 40 per cent commission
on these” said Rafig. How they
collect the local newspapers?
Alam explained: “We've to pay
up to 60 per cent of price of
our requirement to the circu-
lation managers every evening
by taking a slip. According to
these ships we collect papers
from different dafly offices at
dawn. We have no education,
so at the time of collecting
newapapers we understand
from ecirculation stafl what
kind of news have been pub-
lished today, circulation staffl
tell us the main points and
sometime we relay it to our

colleagues.”

These street children came
from acutely stricken
families of different villages.
They live in the town. Thelr
selling finishes within noon.
After work, they moves here
and there, wherever they wish
to go. They take food from low
cost floating hotels and at
times even at the ones if
the day's earming is [at. They
watch movies without ticket
because they allow the hall
gatekeepers to read their
newspapers free of cost.

They all sing Hindi songs.
'‘Dekha hai pahela baar Sajan
kee... or 'Hawa hawa Ei hawa
Khushbu luta dey..." from
where have they heard these
songs? Gada says with a smil-
ing face, 'sometimes we watch
video film where video shows
are on'. They alsa know the
name of Amitabh, Sreedevi,
Mithun, Rehka, all of the
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rs in a cheerful mood.

| The child hawkers of -

BOGRA, Feb 10: Hot newsll

Hindl flimdom.
How much they earn every
day? Gada says, sometimes |

not ike my father. He left us
and married another woman.
My mother werit to him the
other cday to gel some monecy

s;r food but he beat her and
rove her out.”

Moti said, ' | was interested
to go to school but my father
did not allow me to. So | be-
come the money maker of my

Gada says with a sad face ']
do want to educalte i but
how could | afford that?

Alam said, "I've seen a
Pathokoli school in the town
one year back, on the other
day | went there but found no
students like us. This school
remains closed.”

Cada is seen at night sit-
ting at the Satmatha main
junction of the town spreading
some old magazines. Some of
these magarzines are pin-up
adult ones. He has taken these
from a 'Potrtka agent’, by no
sell no price basis. Why are you
sclling these magazines? —
Trying to earn a little more.’
says he.

Like Gada a few others also
sell magazines. These street
children do not like to return
home regularly. They go at
intervals of 10 to 15 days. They
sleep at night at ratlway plat-
form or under the shed of
business establishment, or in
verandahs of offices. They rise
at early dawn to run for the
papers.

Gada said ruelully ™ We are
selling hot news for all but
there will be no good news for
us for a long time.”
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Newly constructed bridges
open to traffic

MYMENSINGH, Feb 10 :

The consiructed two

have been apened 1o

traffic at Fulbaria thana in the
district, reports BSS,

State Minister for Reliel
Lutfar Rahman Khan inaugu-
rated these bridges recently.

The bridges are Iw%ﬂ

long Beribari Bridge over the .

river Kalamdah on Shibganj to
Fulbaria road and 120 fect long
Loheswar Bridge over the river
Bazua on Fulbaria to Sagardight

road. ;
The Directorate of Reliel

and Rehabilitation constructed

cial assistance of USAID.
Amirul Islam Hira MP

the Director General of the

Directorate of Reliel and

Rehabilitation Safigul Islam

wenre

Later, the State Minister

ture was a pre-condition ol the
development of the country
Developed communication net-
work was one of the important
part of the infrastructure, he
added.
He said the present demo-
crat government was working
hard and implementing hun-
dreds of projects.

Amirul Islam MP and local
lcadcrs also addresscd the
meeling.

Delwar Hossain Khan
(DELU) of BNP was clected
Chairman of Mymensingh pou-
rasava defeating eight other
contestants in the clections.

Khan pelled 32,086 votcs
while his necarest rival Prin-
cipal Mattur Rahman. Presi-
dent of Mymensingh district
Awam! League secured 23,483
votes in 44 polling centres of
the town.

Twentyone commissioners
alse clected In seven
wards of the pourasava.
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50,000 fishermen facing

. umerable

=

PABNA, Feb 10 : About
50,000 fishermen of the dis-

problems

Morcover, due to lund

|

e societies as the
socicties are dominated by in-
Muential quarters. They also
alleged that most of 'the soci-




