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Reaching the Goals for Children by the Year 2000

HE 1983 Siate ol the
World's Children
Report (SOWCR] makes
point that meeting the
needs of all the world's
muatri-
tion, clean water, health
educalion
t billion a
if these needs
lives of more
chikdren would
be saved. This, in turn, would
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We in UNICEF don't regard
ourselves as wooly-headed ide-
alistic . But UNICEF's
message of hope is certainly in
sharp contrast with the pes-
simistic views and the cynical
scenarios of those who hold
that the Third World s getting
more and more stuck in a
poverty trap, and that no
amount of aid is going
to help them out of that. | have
COmMe AcCross such pes-
simists in the few wecks that |
have been in Bangladesh.

What we are saying is
for about $26 billion a ycar we
could apply the recent break-
through technologies in heaith
care and nutrition, teaching
and learning. and water
sanitation on a scale commen-
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surate with the and
scverity of the ms chil-
dren [ace. In fact, for that

amount we could reach the
goals for the year 2000 set at
the World Summit for Children

in 1990. These include
control of the major childhood
discases. red malnutri-

tion and maternal mortality by
50 per cent; a onc-third re-
ducton in infant and under-
five death rates; salc waler and
sanilatien for all: universally
available family planing ser-
vices; and a basic education for
every child.

That's what is called the
$25 billon bargain! Where
would that money come from?
UNICEF suggests that two-
thirds of the $25 billion be
met by the developing coun-
tries themsclves, with the
other one-third coming in aid.
Even with present resources,
such sums could be made
available if 20 per cent of all

cent of government spending
in developing countries, were
to be allocated to basics like
food, water, sanitation, basie
health care, primary educa-
tion, and [amily planning That
is about twicc the amounis
governmenls arc currently
spending to meet the basic
needs of their peoples, and
twice as much as the donor
countries and agenc

spend by way of international
aid to' meet basic human
needs. Entirely doable, in
other words.

Let us start with the health
and nutrition situation. As al-
ways, there is good news and
bad news. To lake the good
news first, the national im-
munization mme, EPI,
has been, and continues to be,
a big success. EPl has shown
one of the [astest rates of in-
crease in coverage recorded
anywhere in the world, and
with a coverage of over 70 per
ecenl il now saves the lives of
72,000 young Bangladeshi
children each year. It also pre-
vents 4.2 million episodes of
illness, and averis 6,400 cases
of polio paralysis. What we can
lkearn from this that, given the

political will and commitment, .

the system has the capacity to
reach every part of the country
cevery month. The fact Lhat the
coverage has boen sustained,
indicates the soundncss of the
EPl stra :

Il could be said thal she EPI
has become Bangladesh's [lag-
ship programme in the hecalth
seclor. And the 15 million EPI
contaclis which the health
services sysiem has with preg-
nant and lactaling mothers and
their infants can now be used
le provide olher priority
health interventions. This
strategy, called EPL-PLUS, will
tackle such problems as diar-
rhoea, pneumonia, vitamin A

~and fron deficiency, and some

of the medical causcs of ma-
lernal mortality. To universal-
lze these inlerventions, along
with the immunizalton con-
tacts, is the aim ol UNICEF's
assistance to government and
NGOs when our new three-
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been Lhe government's excel
lenlt Esscntial Drugs Policy
which UNICEF, along with
WHO and the World Bank,
continues to support. With this
visionary policy, Bangladesh is
way ahcad of other developing
and even high-income coun-
tries, and the beneflits this
Drug Policy has yielded arc
tangible, both in terms of pub-
lic health and of economics:
increased availability ol essen-
tial drugs at entirely afllordable
prices, mostly domestically
produced.

Another two programmes,
on their way to becoming suc-
cesses, descrve mention here,
namely the universal salt joda-
tion programme, and the oral
rchydration programme. Al-
ready, 30 per cent ol the salt
lor human consumption is now
fortified with iodine, and this

wols, we have the technology,
we have the infrastructure, and
we have the awareness. The
challenge
the¢ community and household
behavior better, and o convert
awureness and skill into appli-
calion and practice,

That is largely the good
news in health and nutrition
Bul there is, unfortunately, also
bad news. For examnple,
Bangladesh has the largest
number of moderate and
severcly malnourished chil-
dren  within its borders. No
less than 58 per cent of young
children s so aflected, with
more than one-third of them
having been born as low-birth
weight babies. The ['rime
Minister's Daal Bhat pro-
gramme, i focused on preven-
tion of malnutrition, as well as
on dealing with the child un-
der two and on adolescent
girls in their last growth spurt,

A intervention was
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with concerned citizen groups, could stimulate a constructive process of
socio-political action, upwards from the community level. This could be done for
instance, by alerting the public of the changing situation of children and women, by
governments of the commitments they have made, by informing people

reminding
of existing legal provisions and public
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better chance.

year plan ol Opcratlions slarts
on January 1, 1993. Once
brought up to scale, they will
result at least in another
52,000 lives of young children
saved each ycar, and many
times that number of discase
episodes averied.

A second success slory is
that of family planning, and the
contraceptive usc rate has now
reached 40 per cent up from
15 per cent in 1975. Even so,
almost 50 per cent of preg-
nancies are unplanped, and
often uhwanted, and that rep-
resenls an cnormous chal-
lenge. Meanwhile, there is rea-
son to believe that the EPl and
family planning programmes
have been mutually supportive,
and that they will in future
strenglthen each other: even
further. That's the gpposite of
what some people have been

saying who believe that these

lwo programmes are compet-
ing for the same resources.
Another major success has
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helps to prevent mental and
physical subnormality, and in
fact will increase the nation's
intelligence quotient! And all
that for the price of a cup of
tea per person per year! | hope
to be able to tell you next year
that all edible salt will have
been iodaled, as per the pre-
scnt plan. Soon therealter we
will be able to declare lodine

_Deficiency Disorders elimi-

naled from Bangladesh. .
The other programme, oral
rehydration and better diar-

-rhoea management, is now, we

believe, also on the verge of
becoming a success. Already
more than 90 per cent of
houscholds are aware of the
therapy against diarrhoea,
although, unfortunately, less
than a quarter actually apply
the skills of oral rehydration.
The result is that still one-
third of all deaths in children
under five years of age is due
to diarrhoea — no less than
262,000 a year. We have the

services available to them.

will be able 1o bring down
malnutrition rates signifi-
cantly, even with currently
available resources. This will
also fnvolve education for be-
havior change regarding dis-
tribution of food within the
family, and monthly weighing
of babies. This s a major chal-
lenge.

Another major challenge is
the reduction of matcrnal
dcaths. This country has one of
the highest rates of malernal
deaths in the world: 28,000
mothers die each year in the
very process that brings forth
new life. These women dic of a
medical condition brought on
not by a physical illness, but
by a societal ill. They dic, be-
cause they are poor. They die,
because they are uneducated.
They die, because they are
malnourished, and many hours
away from adequate health
care. They die because they are
women! one of every 25
Bangladeshi women dies as a
result of her pregnancies, and
many more sufler long-term
maternity-related handicaps
and illness. Moreover, recent
ICDDR,B studies suggesi that
after the death of a mother,
her infant has a 100-times
greater risk of death in the
next one year than infants
whose mothers are alive.

We in UNICEF think it is
high time — indeed, long
overdue — that women get a
fairer chance in life, and that
motherhood should be m:de as
safe as [atherhood. Today, 99
per centl of maternal deaths
are preveniable, and there are
no mysterics in pulling tlo-
gether a package of malernity
services thal will sharply bring
down maternal deaths in a
short period of time. It has
been successfully done even in
poor countries. All it takes is
putling the issuc high cnough
on the political agenda, and
commil the resources nceded.

Now Lurn water and sanita-
tion, lere the news is mostly
good. Bangladesh is among the
very few developing countries
to have achieved the targel set
for the International Water
Decade for rural water supply,
and over 80 per cent of rural
households are now within
150 metres ol a sources of sale
walcr. Although the coverage
ratio at 25 per cent is still low,
the government, NGOs and the
private scclor are cffectively
using the new technologies

now is to understand

now available and alfordable
Increasingly, we now nceed to
turn our allention also Lo the
deterorating situation in urban
slum arcas, and through cduca-
tion also ensure that the waler
and sanilation facilitics arc hy-
gicnically utilized. These re-
main important challenges.

Finally, a word about cduca-
tion. Neotcworthy is the gov-
ernment s very high priorily Lo
increase access to schools and
reduce the gender gap In
schools. Necessary laws have
becn passed, and the focus
should now shifl lo relaining
children in school, and this, in
turn, is rclated to quality of
teaching and lcarning, rele-
vance ol the curriculum, and
scnsitivily to the scasonal rural
workload

Bangladcsh has scveral suc-
cessful examples- and models,
of both formal and non-formal
cducation, which have at-
tracted atlention [rom all over
the world. The case study of
successiul government scho-
ols, "Our School”, writicn by a
journalist, and the Kushtia
Education project show that a
lot can be achieved through lo-
cal initiatives. The BRAC
schools demonstrate how the
poorcst drop-outs and left-
outs, mostly girls, can be en-
ticed Lo come and stay In
school if local control and
community involvement, in-
cluding NGO managemcnt, are
taken serfously.

The government's inten-
tions te decentralize and de-
volve authority to the union
level of administration could
immedialely be applied o the
education system (o great ad-
vantage. Universalizing primary
education before the (urn of
the century — in the next
2500 days — remains a major
challenge, but it can be done,
and at an alfordable price.

We can rightly stress the
many positive possibilitics we
sce for Bangladesh's children,
and the reason for our hope —
based on what has already been
achieved in such a short time,
and what we have learnt in
that process. I there is any
onc key ingredient in the suc-
cess recipe, thep it is social
mobilization, profcssionalized
social communication, and
mord active pcople’s participa-
Lion.

A South Asia Consultation of
Communicators recently held
in Kathmandu noted that is-
sucs rclated to the siluation of
children, and particularly that
of the girl child, are receiving
increasing atlention in the
media, but that the effort is
ncither sustained, nor made
with a scnse of urgency. A
prolcssional intervention was
therefore considered impera-
live, so that the media, to-
gether with concerned citizen
groups, could stimulate a con-
structive process ol socio-po-
litical action, upwards from
the community level. This
could be done for instance,
alerting the public of the
changing situation ol children
and women, by reminding gov-
cernments ol the commitments
they have made, by informing
people of existing legal provi-
sions and public services avail-
able to them. If there is one
factor that can initiate people's
access lo their own basic
needs, and therchy support a
democratic process of partici-
patory development, it is
communication.

(Rolf C. Carriere is
UNICEF Representative in
Bangladesh)
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Improved Country Boats

Contribute

Better

by Masud Arif and Hans Rolloos

ESPITE different tech
Dnir.al dillicultics and

financial constraints the
country's boat sector, on which
over 10 million people depend
direetly or indirectly, is
looking forward 1to its
promolion as well as the
cxpansion of its contribution to
the transporl scctor.

According to available
statistics, the boat-related ac-
livities generale almost 60 per
cent of all employment in the
Iransport sector as a whole
and over 890 per cent inland
wilcr lransport.

Country boats only use 50
per cent less fuel and charge
40 per cent less per ton mile.
Md Abdur Rashid, Secrctary
General of the Country boat
Owners Association told the
scclor s yel In need ol co-op-
cratton from both the govern-
ment and the people for fis
promotion.

"Police harassment of the
boat crew is a regular feature

verge uf extinction.
in the port arcas,”
mentioned.

l3eside, he stressed the
need for establishment of bet-
ler landing facilities in the
landing ports.

Expcerts pointed out that
the existing walerways can be
developed by using low-cost
labour. Intensive methods and
sclective dredging can open up
new areas for transport, frriga-
lion and drainage.

Country boats utilize exist-
ing waterways, reducing much
of the need for expensive road
building. Active waterways
provide drainage and natural
Mood control, irrigation for
agriculture, experts men-

tioncd.
“In spite of their impor-

lance, country boats have re-
ccived almost no support, They
have not been integrated into
national planning. The result
has been unnecessary costs to

Rashid

the country — both in eco-
nomic and ecological terms,”
experts said.

With the continued expan-
sion of the national road and
railway network, the country
boals are further disadvantaged
by the shrinkage of waterways,
A Ilruck has so much more
Oexibility. It is [aster, L can
pick up goods anywhere along
the road and dcliver it dircetly
to the client. A boat owncer

docs not have that flexibility
e cannedl guaranioe a door-1o-
door service. lle is dependent
on other transport modcs
which are mcans of carrying
gnods Lo his boat and 1o the
customer. This on and ofl
loading oftcn involves so many
delays and exira cosis that
many factory owncrs and
traders are unwilling 1o Lake
the risk.

Some ycars ago the gov-
ernments of Bangladesh, the
Netherlands and Norway de-
cided 1o set up a joinl country
boat project. The first objec-
tive ol the projcct was to im-
prove Lhe cexisting sails and
sailing lechniques and 1o up-
grade the most common boal
designs. The gencral idca was
that a better use of sail and
stability of the boat would in-
crease |he speed and mobility
of boal,

It all started with the intro-
ductlion of small irrigation

pumps in the northern part of

Wit/ the arrival of engine boats which are more efficient, traditional country boats are on the

Bangladesh. During the dry
scason this part of the country
suflers from a scrious lack of
irrigation watcer. To help the
farmers local government or-
ganisalions and NGOs began to
distribule small mechanised
irrigation pumps.

The programme became a
great success and quickly
spread to other arcas of the
country. As the pumps are not
required during the rainy sea-
son, some creative boal-own-
ers asked the farmers if they
could lcase their pump engine
for their boats. ,

Country boals are now in-
dependent from currents and
availability of wind. With the
engine the mobility of the
couniry boats has increased
greatly.

During the monsoon the
country boals are oflten the
only available means of trans-
port in areas like Kurigram,
Sunamganj, Jessore and many
other parts of the country.
Although the trucks and cars
arc  still laster ‘transport,

" country boats have still prove

30 to 40 per cent cheaper.
During the rainy scason, cx-
cept for the Chittagong il
Tracts almost all arcas in
Bangladesh can be reached by
the flat botom ecountry boats.
Another reason for promoling
country boat transport is that

almost all boats are owned by
villyge people. "
No huge invesimenl have to
be made 10 promote Lhis see-
lor. The advantage is that the
existing infrasiruciure re-
guircs Hitke maintenance and
repair. A last argument is that
the availablke engines are low-
priced. The relatively low costs
of the cngine have encouraged
nmany boat-ownes (o buy onc.
Haliz, a boat-woner | -
ncar the Aricha ferry ghat
bought an c¢ngine two ycars
ago. "The engine changed so
many things,” he comments
‘Before | could only operate
only within a small range of my
village. Now | can go up to
Dhaka and Nagarbari. | also
need less crew now and am
not dependent any more on
wind and current. And then |
fcel more sceure. River pirates
have Jess chanee 1o rob me of
my goods. Last but not Lhe
kast, my lamily is more salis-
fied as | carn morc moncy than

before.”

Another factor that may re-
duce the cost of the operation
of country boat is a betler use
ol timber during the construc-
tion stage. Inclfficient culling
in traditional boat making
cause too much wastage of
wood.

A simple method to extend
the life of wood is treating it
with special oils. This Lreat-
ment protecis the wood from
rotling. A process to make
timber more cllicient of that
has been suceessfully tried out
In Indoncsia is lamination. By
lamination small picees of tim-
ber could be used. &

Low import Laxcs on ¢ngine
sparc parils, joinl ventures
between Bangladeshi and other
lorcign companies to produce
these spare parts or the whole
cngine in the country would
further promote the use of
cngines, experts feel.

A belter organisation of the
owners of country boats can
lcad to the establishment of
better landing facilities. The
provision of credit from banks
for the purchase ol new boats
could be other positive mea-
SUTrCs.

(Hans Rolloos is a Dutch cit-
lzen, presently working with
the Adarsha Gram Project in

[3angladesh)

RJUNA was in China's
Zheflang province re-

cently and there de-
lighted in the wonders and
beauty of bamboo.

In countless factories, arti-
sans devole themselves in
weaving and carving artistic
picces and handicraft from the
seemingly simple bamboo.
Craftsmen pressed gold pat-
terns on bamboo-woven arti-
cles, turning out gilded bam-
boo vases and handicrall.

One of their products, | was
told, is a bamboo-woven eagle
which hung in the Oval Office
of former American President
Jimmy Carter. Another beauty
is a huge bamboo-woven
screen painted with six horses
that had Princess Diana of
Britain intrigued by its work-
manship when it was exhibited
in London in 1988,

in endless poems and
paintings, the Chinese have ex-
tolled the evergreen unben-
ding bamboo as a symbol of a
lofty character, unyielding and
incorruptible.

Ancients wrole Chinese
characters on bamboo strips,
praising bamboo's deeply
rooted importance in culture,
One may grow up in a bamboo
cradle, sleep on a bamboo bed
and use a thousand and one
bamboo articles. One certainly
cats with chopsticks made of
bamboo.

The modern Chinese may
no bﬁﬁf write on bamboo
strips, but they certainly use a
iot of bamboo paper — about a
quarter ol the, country's bam-
boo is used for making
quality paper. Annual produc-

1nnrth to the

tion of bamboo pulp reaches
closc to 3 million tons.

But what amazes most is
that bamboo plantations are ac-
tually advancing northward

* from southern China where,

two decades ago, almost all
bamboo groves were found.
Bamboos grow well in tropical
and subtropical areas but sci-
entists have found a number of
species sturdy enough to grow
in cold environments.

Today, bamboos have spread
Yellow River

The modern Chinese
may no longer write on
bamboo strips, but they
certainly use a lot of
bamboo paper — about a
quarter of the country’s
bamboo harvest is used
Jor making quality paper.

Annual production of
bamboo pulp reaches
close to 3 million tons.

where some 40,000 hectares
of new groves emerged since
the 1970s. Some species have
even found their way to Dalian,
northeast China.

With the addition of new
groves in southern China,
bamboo now cover 7 million
hectares of China which has
about a quarter of the world's
total. Growers harvest 8 mil-
lion tons of bamboo a year, or
one-third of the world's annual
output. -

This inchudes as much as
1.8 millon tons of bambeo
shoots, that delicious, suceu-

China's Green Gold

lent and nutritious food. [t
youre wondering where those
canned bamboo shoots come
from China produces 1 million
tons of bamboo shoots annually:
pickled, dried and canned.
Indecd, the counlry exports
each year aboul US$60 million
worth. ol bamboo shools,
mostly canned. Including han-

dicraft, China's bamboo-proce-
ssing industry annually creates
5.5 billion yuan (USS1 billion)
in output” value and carns °
USSI50 million in cxport
carmnin

28,
In Hhejtnng province alone
(wherce ex-President Carter’s
bamboo eagle came [rom),
more than 100 factorics spe-
cialise in bamboo handicraft
and employ 30,000 workers,
Most of the factories are in
Longyou country where bam-
boo earns US$6 million a year
or 10 per cent of Longyou's
total industrial output. Each
year, bamboo products
fincluding bamboo shoots] aé-
count for a third of Longyou's
tolal cxport carnings.

Scicntific [arming has also
raiscd the yield of bamboo. In
wcll-kept bamboo forests, per-
hectare annual yield now

" reaches 30 togs. Such forests

now account for B per cent of
the total, from less than 1 per

cent in the early 1950s.
According to Forcstry

Minister Gao Dezhan, China
plkins tg double its annual bam-
bop ut to 16 million tons
by the year 2000, also doubling
output value to US$2 billion. By
then, China hopes bamboo will
become a source of even
greater wealth for the nation.
— Depthnews Asia

NTERNATIONALLY rceog-
I nized and reputed service
organisation, Rotary Inter-
national is now active in 172
countries — divided in 491
districts with participation of
25,612 clubs and 11,29,543
mempers. In Rotary District
3280 (whole Bangladesh) the
number of members in 79
clubs exceeds 2000.
‘According to Rotary Intern-
alional conventions, each club
s autonomous and as such
each of the 79 «clubs in
Bangladesh is independent in
undertaking and accomplish-
ing different projects. As a re-
sult, there has been estab-
lished Rotary Village Corps in
106 villages serving the
masses. Dhaka Rotary Club,
cstablished on 22nd December
1937, is the first Rotary Club
after Calcutta in this part of
the world and it {s under its
extended active organisational
efforts that the number of
clubs has reached 79 today.

There are so many nolewor-
thy and glorious projecls of
Rotary Clubs in the country. Of
these Rotary Club of Dhaka
sponsored projects ke Cancer
Detection Unit at Mohakhali,
Dhaka, Rotary Medical
Information Centre and Rotary
College at Astagram Upazila
Sadar of Kishoreganj. The lat-
est of these, Rotary College at
Astagram was inaugurated by

1 Rtn Humayun Khan Panni,

Deputy Speaker of Jatiya
Sangsad and former President,
Rotary Club of Dhaka on

by Rtn B K Debnath

The pri;ne reason f;r establishing the college at Astagram by Rotary Club of
Dhaka is that there was no college in any of the thanas of Astagram, Itna,
Nikali, Mitamoin, Lakhai, Tarail of the whole downstream area before.

November 29, 1991.

The prime reason lor eslab-
lishing the college at Astagram
by Rolary Club of Dhaka is that
there was no college in any of
the thanas of Astagram, Itna,.
Nikali, Mitameoin, Lakhai,
Tarafl

of the whole down-

i

Rotary College, Aslagram

stream area before. Due to the
nnderdeveloped and time-con-
suming communication sys-
lem, the people of the area are
very backward in education.

It is oo much expensive
and almost impracticable for
the poor people of the area to

el g T R o
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send their wards to colleges in
capital Dhaka, district head-
quarters Kishoreganj or com-
mercial centre Bhairab, As
such, it is a proper and practi-
cal decision by the Rotary Club
of Dhaka to establish a college
with a vicw to spreading edu-

Programme Among Rural Poor

cation in the area.

With the assurance ol fi-
nancial help from Rotary Clubs
of Australia and practical coop-
cration of the inhabitants of
Astagram the works began ih
Scptember last (purchase of
land, construction of building,
appointment of teachers and
admission of students). Aflter
completion of all these pro-
cesses al a [aster pace, now
classes have started. Observing
the spontaneous participation
of lakhs of inhabitants in the
inauguration ceremony, the
Rotarians and Annes coming
from Dhaka were simply
moved. Not only the members
ol Dhaka Rotary Club but all
Rotarians of District 3280 can
certainly feel proud of such a
project. The architects of such
a successful project are proud
sons of Astagram and lormer
president of Rotary Club eof
Dhaka, Engr Rtn Emdadul Hug
and his competent spouse
Rotary Ann Manira Emdad.
Now the inhabitants of this
whole area cherish the dream
that their wards ean study in
their Rotary College and be-
come useflul citizens of the
country, '

We the members of Rotary
Club of Dhaka cherish the hope
that Hke Rotary Village Corps,
there will come up more col-
leges in the villages of the
country. Rolary programme is
noet confined to cities and
towns, it is spread through vil-

lages by Rotartans like Rtn
Ernwlad



