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NEWS BRIEFS

Khaleda, Hasina
attend BDR dinner

Prime Minister Begum Kha
leda Zia altended a dinner at
BDR hcadquarters at Peel-
khana here last night. The
dinner, arranged in connec-
tion with BDR Reunion '93,
was attended, among others,
by Speaker Shaikh Rarzaque«
Ali, ministers, Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina.
members of nt, Chiels
of Army and Air Force, diplo
mats and high civil and mili-
tary officials, reporia BSS.

JU Hons exams
from Feb 24

SAVAR, Feb 9: The Honours
examinations of different de-
pariments of Jahangirnagar
University, postponed carlier,
will now start from February
24 This was dccided in a
meeting of the deans

ts. chairmen of the uni-
versity which was chaired by
the Vice Chancelior Prol Kazi
Salch Ahmed. The mecting
however, decided that any do
partment in consultation with
the concerned students mght
held the examinations in ear
Ber dates, roports 135S

DU exams

postponed

Certificate Course Examui
nation tn Library and Infor
mation Science scheduled w
be held from today [Wed
nesday] has been postponed
due to unavoidable
cumstances, reports UNT

Six held with
arms in Comilla

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, Feb 9 Kotwall
police arrested six persons
with one pipe gun. 6 cocklails
and 4 kirich (sharp weapons)
last night from Chanpur village
near Comilla town. The ar
rested persons are: Md Al
Md Jatul Md Sclim, Hachu
Mia, Md Halim and Md Arad

A casec has been ficd with

Kotwali police

CAr-
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Rajshahi Govt College closed sine_di_g

RU VC assaulted

RAJSHAHL, FEB 8: Vice
Chancellor of Rajshahi Univer-
sily Anfsur Rahman was man-
handled Tuesday by a group of
students at the Rajshahi Me-
dical College Hospital, police
and witnesses said,

The agitated students pu-
lled at his necktie, pushed him
to the ground and rebuked
him accusing him of siding
with the Jamaat-Shibir circle
in the University where the
bloodiest clash Saturday lelt
five students dead and hun-
dreds of others injured.

The students, mostly atten-
dants and friends of the in-
jured under treatment at the
RMCII, attacked him in front
of medical emergency room
immediately after he came
there at about 11 am to en-
quirc about the injured stu-
dents, witnesses said.

Polfee rescued and brought
him to the ward but the agi-

From RU Correspondent

tated students continued de-
monstrating against his visit.

During his visit one injured
student at Ward no 1] at-
tacked the Vice-Chancellor
and tried to injure him with a
salinc néedle. The student was
caught and taken back by the
doctors on duty, wilnesses
said. '

Later, University authorities
in a press release condemned
the attack on the Vice-
Chancellor. It held a group of
unruly students responsible for
the incident.

Mcvanwhile, tension was
prevailing in the city as scveral
hundred activists ol the All-
Parly Students Unity (APSU], a
conglomerate of 13 student
organisations, brought out a
procession ignoring a ban,

Central student leaders
[Ruhul Kuddus Babu, Ragin Ah-
san Munna, Mosrcfa Misu, As-
lam Khan, Kader Sarkcer par-

ticipated in the procession.

Rajshahi Govt Collcge was
closed sine dic today appre-
hending violence. It was car-
Her closed for two days '

Additional police forees and
BDR jawans were deployed
around the city to stall any un-
toward incident. Since Sa-
turday's inecident no Shibir
activities have been noliced in
the town, witnesses said,

Black flag was hoisted at the
local BNP office and the
National Flag was also kept half
mast mourning Saturday’s in-
cident.

The University authorities
Tuesday distributed applica-
tions for admissions to the
First Year and Masters
{previous} but postponed the
admission tests due to begin
February 17.

The local BNP in a press re-
leas¢ said that the Jamaat-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Ganatantrik Chhatra leya brought eut a mnurmng procession in city yesterday protesting

killing of students by Shibir activists in Rajshahi University Saturday.

— Star phote
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Police attack on Nasim, RU 1nc1dent

House body decides on discussion today

The Business Advisory
Committee of Parliament will
meet today to decide on the
format to discuss, as de-
manded by the Opposition, the
alleged police assault on the

| Oppositon Chief Whip and the

“grave” situation at the
Rajshahi University.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
proposcd the Adwvidory
Committee meeling after
Opposition members insistcd
on an adjournment of the
llouse proceedings yesterday
lo discuss the police assault on
Mohammad Nasim on Saturday
and the RU incident, in which
al least five students were
killed, on the same day. The
commitice is scheduled to
meet at 3 pm today.

Leader of the Opposiltion
Sheikh Hasina took the floor
and said, "We can accept your
proposal as you are the custo-
dian of the House under par-
Hamentary norms. Bul you have
1o assure us about the positive
outcome of the Business
Advisory Commiticc meeting.”

e ferefng 10 thw post by-
clection incident in Mirpur,
lasina alleged that the ruling
party unleashed a reign of ter-
ror in the area and harassed AL
workers.

She reilcrated her previous

By Staff Correspondent

allegation that a media mup
snalched away her party's vic
tnry in the Mirpur by-election.

l1asina demanded clarifica-
tion from the leader of the
IHouse Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, who was absent at
that time, about what she (PM)
meant by “defeated force”
claiming that AL secured 38
per cent votes in February 91
vlectjons against 30 per cent
by IINP.

She sald that BNP had
joined hands with the Jamaat
and Begum Zia assumed power
after several meectings with its
lcader Golam Azam.

‘Ilow dare police raise
handi« on a member of the par
Hanwnt? From where did they
get the order?.” lasina ques-

toned.
She said that Parliament
should adopi a condolence mo-

tion on the deaths of Rajshahi
University students and a reso-
lution condemning the police
assault on the Opposition Chief
Whip. She also demanded
punishment to those involved
with the treident.

Hastna said, ¢« honoured
the request of thy Speaker be-
fore apnd mes 4he ruling

party but all those atWrhpls
turned into faflures as none of
the agrecmonis . were 'lmpk-r

" “where the

mented.”

She also rcqucnted the
Chair to assure that this oppor-
tunity would not bec used
"mercly as a stalling tactics” by
the ruling party and Lthat there
should be a "positive outcome”.

Immediately after the ses-
sion resumed after Magreb
prayers at 7 pm with Speaker
Shaikh Razzak All in the chair,
the deputy lcader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
referring to their adjournment
notices sought Spcaker's per-
mission to initiate the discus-
sion on the issucs.

Displaying a photograph in
which Nasim was confronting a

lice oflicer after the assault,
E: said: "How can the
Opposition Chiel Whip or an
MP be assaulted by police?”

He said that the Awami

office was attacked and
a number of lcaders including
Amir Hossain Amu, Mozalfar
Hossain Paltu and Mofazzel
Hossain Chowdhury Maya were
injured. "From 'H'hcrt did the
order for attacking AL office
came?’ he wanted to know.

Samad Azad also said that
the gravest incident happened

the Rajshahi University
hibir activisls oc-
cupicd the eampus and killed
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Sultans sit today as Malaysians

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9
With pressure mounting on the
country's nine tradijional
Sultans to accept the constitu-
tvonal amendments which seck
to remove Lheir legal immu
nity, the two-day Conference of
Rulers, starting here tomor
row, may prove crucial for this
aMucn! tradftion-bound nation.

jowever, since no agenda
for the meecting s known,
some observers believe thal
rulers may postpone the dis
cussion on the controversial
matter untfl Feb 20 when Lhe
Constitution ([Amendment] 3l
ts due 10 become law, with or
without the assent of the
M laysian King,

Prime Minister [Dr Mahathir
Mohammad has publicly taken
the position that due W const
tutional amendments made in

From S M'Ali in Malaysia

1985, which also curbed some
powers of the Sultans, the bill
docs not require the King's as-
scnt lo become law alter 30
days of its passage through the
country's parlfament, The bill

Star S‘E.Ciﬂl

s

that removes Lthe legal fimmu-
nity of Rulers in thetr personal
cApacity was approved by the
parliament by two thirds ma
jority on January 20, thus set-
ting the stage lor this "Batue
Royal” in Malaysia,

if the discussion on the bill
is putl ofl tomorrow, moderate
clements would continue to
work for a face-saving com.
promise for the Sultans with-
out the government of
Mahathir making a retreat. In
such a move, the countrys

‘mount pressure to cut royal rights

present King. Azlan Shah, an
eminent jurist and an arder
advocate of the rule of law may
play a pivotal role, aided by a
couple of his fellow Sultans.

However, putting the rulers
on the defensive, government
lcaders have been making
hard -hitting speeches againsi
the Sultans, with the media
publishing examples of their
lavish lifc styles, defiance of
the law of the land and lack of
concern for the wellare of the
common pcople

in one such speech, Deputy
Prime Minister Ghalar Daba
said on Sunday that part of the
problem lics in the "Rulcrs
conceited belief that they
owned their respective slales.”
Then, he added, "the govern:
ment is scoking (n correct

See Page 12 Col |

AL calls 8-hr

countrywide
hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League (AL) has
called an eight-hour country
wide hartal today in protest
against alleged "media coup” by
the governmcent to "manipu-
late” the February 3 Mirpur by-
clection results.

The 6 am to 2 pm hartal

has been called also to register .

protest against harassment ol
AL activists on the elcction

BNP candidate Syed Moha-
mmad Mohsin was declated
elected.

The city AL yesterday
(Tucsday) held a rally at the
Bangabandhu Avenuc to muster
supporl for today's hartal.

Presided over by Moha-
mmad Hanif, AL. General Scc-
retary Zillur Rahman urged the
people to observe the hartal
peacchully,

Ile said, "we shall resist
with strong hands any attempt
by the government to foil the
hartal”,

Sce Page 12 Col 6
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Frequent hartals
disrupt process
of development

KHULNA, Feb 9: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today made a clarion call for all
lo maintain peace and order in
all spheres of society for the
sake of wellare of the country
and the people, reports UNB.
"Frequent hartals diuruﬁ
the development process,” s
told a mammoth puhlic meet-
ing at the Circuit House
maidan this afternoon, adding
"those who give such hartal
calls do not want development
and progress of the country.”
The Prime Minister said
“there are now two trends of

politics in the country — one is
1he politics of wellare and
production based on
Bangladeshi nationalism and

another the politics of destruc-
tion, violence and arson.”

She sald the former one,
pursued by her party, BNP, is
for ensuring weclfare of all
classes of the people while the
latter impedes development
and adds to the misertes of the
pecople.

Presided over by city BNP
President M Nurul Islam. the
mecting was also addressed,
amunﬁ others, by Speaker

Razzaque Ali, Foreign
Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman, Post and Tclecom-
munications Minister Keramat
All, Minister for Social Wcllfare
and Women's Aflairs Tariqul
Islam, Syeda Nargis Al, MP,

See Page 12 Col 5
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Islamic Varsity
closed for
12 days

KUSIHITIA, Feb 9: The
Islamic University campus was
clased today for 12 days up to
February 20 to avert a possible
Mlareup in the aftermath of
bloodshed at Rajshahi Varsity,
reports UND.

Residents were asked to va-
cate their dormitories by 5 pm
tomorrow (Wednesday).

Campus+sources said auth-
orities wcre prompted into
such decision on information
that activists of Chhatra Otkya,
staying out of the campus for
leng in the wake of threat
posed by Islamic Chhalra
would march in tn

polast *MW
at lcast l lives nnd nmim::d

hundreds.
See Page 12 Col 3

Industrial

Relations
(Amend) Bill
introduced

A bill fincorporating cer-
Ladn res was introduced
in parliament last night seck-
ing to remove labour unrest in
the transport sector and ease
the functioning of the labour
courl in disposal of cases, re-
ports UNB.

Titled Industrial Relations
(Amendment) Bill 1993, the
bill also aims at keeping the
Sccurity Printing Corporation
(Bangladesh) at Gazipur out-
side Lhe Industrial Relations
Ordinance 1969,

Labour and Manpower Mi-
nister Abdul Mannan Bhulyan
introduced the bill for
consideration by the House.

Ebadur Rahman Chowdhury
of Jatlya Party opposed the
landing of the bill, saying it
would aflfect independent tra-
de union activities as well as
“politicise” the labour court.

The Minister . rejected
Chowdhury's plea and said the
amendments aimed at remov-
ing unrest from the tran

sccior and expediting disposal
of the cases in the Labour

Courl. The bill was welcomes!

the Labour Court,

the Labour Court will consisi of

a Chatrman appainted by the
Sce 'nge 12 Col B

Probe body formed

[Large number
of accused 1n
corruption
cases freed

The government has consti-
tuted a commitice with the
Additional Sccretary of Cabinet
Diviston as the chairman 1o in-
vestigate the reasons behind
the release of a large numbecr
of accused persons under the
anti-corruption cases, reports
AsSs.

The seven-member com-
mittce will also formulate real-
istéc recommendations on s
remedy and successful imple-
mentation of the anti-corrup-
ton law, to : l:lttit
notification ublishe on
January 21 in l;duu.

Other members ol

See Page 12 Col 3
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WB to resume aidJ

to power sector

WASHINGTON, DC, Feb 8:
World Bank has decided to re-
sume assistance in the power
sector of Bangladesh viewing
its achievement in reducing
the system loss in the sector,
reports [3SS.

World Bank President Lewis
Preston informed this to the
visiting Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman yesterday while
thcy met in a discussion here.

During tne meeting the
Finance Minister briefed the
WB chiefl about progress in
different fields of the national

visit (o
October.

Saifur said the govern-
ment's policy eflforts has con-

. last

tributed to an upsurge in ex-
ports side by side with an in-
dication of upturn in private
sector investment.

He said financial sector re-
forms coupled with prudent
monetary policy have helped to
bring back financial discipline
as well as the lowest ever
recorded inflation rate, The
further liberalisation policy
framework for Lhe private
sector will contribule to signil-
jcant increase in growth rate
and employment generation,
he said.

a5 2o-various ~diN-

euhium

| out : e
-uught tE: :uppurt of

Sce Page 12 Col B

IFC may finance six
industrial projects

By Staff Correspondent

The + Executive Vice-Pre-
sident of International Finance
Corporation (IFC), Sir William
Ryrie Tuesday said the cor-
poration was cunlid:ﬂn; fi-
nancing six industrial projects
in the country.

lie said IFC is also inter-
ested to promote cellular tele-
phone system and develop the
country's power sector. High
value added sectors like textile
and leather are also In IFC's fi-
nancing consideration, he
added.

Sir William was addressing
a press confercnce at the
World Bank Resident Mission
Office in Dhaka Tuesday.

lie also said that the IFC
was considering setting up a
scl-managed company which
would provide technical and
adwtnnry services to small and
medium business in Bang-
ladesh.

“This initiative would de-

nd on the willingness of the

usiness community here to
subscribe to the capital of the
com " he said.

Sir also said that
IFC was interested to invest in
banks and other financial
com to create a sirong
financihal system for the private
sector.

He said Bangladesh has po-

tential for developing its pri-
vate sector provlzd that the

existing bureaucratic obstacles
be removed.

"Burcaucracy {s blocking

rivate Investment,” Sir
Willlam said adding that the
country had a low level of pri-
vate investment in relation to
GDP which was only six per
cent.

"The investiment climate in
Bangladesh is changing and we
have come to renew our ef-
fort,” Sir William said but
added that the government
had still "quite a way to go
to implement its peo
: IFChlmmberu[lh:
World Bank group and the
largest source of financing for
private sector in de-
veloping countries. It has been
active in Bangladesh since
1969 and has invested about
20 million US dollar in six
com in the last 20 ycars.

“Our activities in Bangla-
desh over the past years are
disappointing and we found
discouraging iness climate,”
the IFC Executive Viee Pre-
siden! said, adding “we do not
find privite sector preparcd to
takc risk with us.”

Sec Page 12 Col 7
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Ship breakers violating rules

VHEF radios may fall

into 'wrong' hands

Star Report

Ship breakers in Chittagong
arc nol obtaining the manda-
tory clearances, that pose a
"danger” of sensitive very high
[requency (VHF] radio equip-
ment, aboard the : hﬂlz

into the “wrong”™
sourres cautioned.
Abandoned foreign ships,

procured by busi-
nessmen, Are for metal
scrap at the ship breaking yard
atl Fousdarhat

In a written communication
late last year, the concerned
authorities informed the
Shipping Ministry about the al-
leged violation of the regula-
tions and requested that ap-
propriate measures be taken.

It noted that as per the ex-
isting regulations, the radio

and other navigational equip-
mcent aboard the ships were

supposed tn be either
dﬂtmyed" he Bangladesh
Navy or "col / preserved”
for fts own wuse, before the
ships were dismantled.

u{ it is being seen
that the ip owners start

breaking the ﬂ#‘ without ob-
taining thc clearance certifi-

cate and without taking ade-

quate measures.” the nete
added.

It warned that this could
lead to the cquipment’s falling
into undesirable hands. “This
has given rise to the danger of
varfous important equipment,
particularly VHF radio cquip-
ment. going to some undesir-

Sec Page 12 Col 8
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First week's
'‘best-seller’

Star Report

"Bhalobasar Sukh Dukkha”;
a novel by Imdadul Huq Mflon,
became the best-seller
all the books sold in the first

} week of the Amar Ekushey

Granthamela being held at the
Bangla Academy premises
since February 1.

"Nar{” of Humayun Azad be-
came Lhe best-seller among
the books of articles and other
t{l . The Bangla Academy au-

oritfes, however, did not
disclosc the number of the
boesks sold.

Among the novels and po-

ciry hl:uiks ‘Behula Eka Bha-
siechhilo Bhela®™ and “Ni-
montran” of Tasiima Nasrin,
“Michhile Ekjan” of Shahrier

See Page 12 Col 7
Gas cylinder blast

Two killed, 75
hurt in Feni

FENI, Feb 9: Two people
were killed and some 76 in-
fured in explosion of gas cylin-
ders on a truck at Lemua on
the Feni bypass tonight, re-
ports UND.

Police and local people said
he explosion occurred while a
Dhaka-bound truck from Chi-
ttagong loaded with chemical
gas was passing village Lemua,
scven kilometres from the
district town.

The causc of the explosion
was yet to be ascertained.

rs of a number of
buses, trucks and tempos be-

| hiind the truck weve affected

by the toxic gas, idéntificd as
chemical gas by the Civil
Surgeon of Feni.

See Page 12 Col §

Dhaka, UNHCR
work out draft
of MOU on
Rohingyas

By Farid Hossain
and the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) have
edged l:h-:r to signing an
ment on the welfare of
Rohingya refugees and their
voluntary repatriation, a UN of-
ficial said on Tuesday.

Theé first draft of the pro-
posed Memorandum eof Un-
derstanding was worked out
during talks in Dhaka on
Sunday and Tuesday between
the government and the
UNHCR, said Werner Blatter,
dircetor at the UNHCR's Asia
Buresal.

‘He said the second and Anal
drall would be red soon.

The MOU, which will for-

mally be signed during UNHCR
chiel Mrs Sadako Ogata's

“We hlw'::dt progress,
I'm confident that the Memo-
randum of Understanding will
be signed soon,” Blatier told
The Daily Star as he left his
hotel to catch a plane
Geneva

During his four-day
I3latier held talks

g

Another 568
Rohingyas
g0 home
From Our Correspondent

COX'S HAZAR, Feb 8: Ano-
ther 568 Rohingya refugees of
119 families returned home
today under UNHCR super
viston

The refugees were repatri-
ated from the Rangikhall, Na-
yapara and Shailer Deva transit
camps. With today's repa-

triatton, the total number of
repatriated Ro stands
at 20.B77 out 2.65 lakh

sheltered
district.

A rehiel and repatriation of
ficer adong with UNHCR repre-
sentalives was on he

in Cox's Basar

bank of the river Naal during
the repatriation.



