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146 tubewells
lying out
of order

Feb B : At least 148 deep
tubewells are lying out of order
for a long time in different
thanas of the district, causing
suffering to the local people,
reports UND.

According to official sour-
ces, 35 decp tubewells are
lying inoperative in Sadar
thana, 31 in Amtali thana, 22
in Betagi thana, 14 in Path-
arghata thana and 8 in
Municipal area of the district
due to shortage of spare parts.

Local people alleged that
they brought the matter to the
notice of the concerned au-
thorities but no action has yet
been taken to resink the dis-
ordered tubewells.

LALMONIRHAT

Workshop on
family laws
held

eb 8 : A day long workshop
on ‘family laws' was held at
Aditmari thana auditorium on
Sunday under the auspices of
local women affairs direc-
torate, reports UUNB.

Presided over by the Thana
Nirbahi Officer Hafizur Rah-
man, it was addressed, among
others, by Rangpur Women
Affairs Directorate Officer Mo-
nowara Begum Advocate Matiur
Rahman and Police Officer
Nizamuddin.

At least 50 women from dif-
ferent voluntary organisations
including 30 female students
of Aditmari College took part
in the workshop.

The speakers dwelt at
length on the family laws and
legal protection against re-
pression on women and pun-
ishment for demanding dowry.

FENI
Valuables worth

Tk 1 lakh looted,
one held

Feb B : Valuables worth
about Taka 1 lakh were looted

from a house in a daring da-

coity at village Dharmapur in .

Sadar thana on Saturday, re-
ports UNB,

According to witnesses, the
dacoits numbering 10-12
stormed the house of Master
Habfbur Rahman on Saturday,
beat the inmates mercilessly
and decamped with the valu-
ables.

A case has been filed with
the police. But none was ar-
rested so far.

Another report adds : Police
have arrested a notorious da-
coit frora a house at village
Komua i1 Chhagalnaiya thana
and recovered a pipegun from
his possession.

Acting on secrel informa-
tion, police raided the house
and arrested Sirajul Islam on
January 21.

Police said Siraj tried to
commit £t the jail hajat, but his
attempt was foiled. Siraj was
wanted in connection with
several criminal cases.

SIRAJGANJ

One gets 3 yrs
RI for dcmanding
dowry money

Feb 8 : An accused was
awarded 3 ycars of rigorous
imprisorment for dcmandtn?
dowry money in the court
thana Magistrate here
cently, re UNB.

Magistrate Abdul Malek
fined the accused Ali Ashral a
Diploma Enginecer, Taka 5,000

and in delault to suffer 6
months more Rl
According to the case. Al

Ashral demanded Taka 20,000
as dowry and created pressure
yon his wife Amina Khatun for
i
At one stage Ashraf tortured
Amina and turncd her out of
his residence as she refused,
Amina, filed a case against
her husband and his parents.
The magisirate acquitted fa
ther and mother of Ashral of
the charge.

RANGPUR

Scouts rally
from Feb 10

Feb 8. Twelveth Rajshahi
Divisional scouts rally begins
from February 10 at Rangpur
Zila School ground. reporis
BSS.

Divisional Commissioner
Md A M Aminu! islam will in-
augurate the rally which will
conclude on February 15

Al least two thousand scouts
from different educational in
stftutions under sixteen dis
tricts of Rajshalhi ivision will
participaie in the raily an or
ganising commilice headed by
Alzal Hassain, Deputy Comamis-
stoner, s been

DIStl‘lCt. rou ndup

BARGUNA

CHITTAGONG

Attack on
UNB office
slated

Feb 8 : Leaders of Chitiag-
ong Metropolitan Unfon of
Journalists [CMUJ) on Satu-
rday strongly condemned the
attack on the offices of United
News of Bangladesh (UNB) by
some unruly people centering
on the Mirpur by-election
result on Wednesday last,
reports BSS.

Nazir Ahmed, President and
Kashem Mahmood, General
Secretary respectively of the
CMUJ in a statement said.
newspapers and news agencies
do nhot depend on government
directives and as soon as they
receive any news [rom differ-
ent sources which is based on
[acts they presenl the news to
the readers instantaneously.
They said that by attacking
the offices of the news agency
they interfered in thHe freedom
of press. The CMUJ leaders
said the journalists community
realised the freedom of press
after much struggle and any at-
tack on the hard earned press
[reedom by any quarter would
not be tolerated in future, they
cautioned.

BRAHMANBARIA

Woman killed
In rival groups
clash

Feb B : A woman was killed
in a clash over irrigation on a
disputed plot of land at
Takanagar village in Nazimagar
thana, reports UNB.

According to witnesses,
when the victim Noorjahan
Bibi (60) was engaged in irri-
gation on the land with her
men, the rival groups claiming
the ownership attacked them
on January 28. Noorjahan dicd
on the spot.

Her body was sent to
morgue for autopsy and a case
has been lodged with the po-
lice.

JHENIDAH
Police recaver
rifle. arms

Feb 8 : Police recovered one
rifle and huge arms and am-
munition from Panami village
Sadar thana Tuesday and ar-
rested two persons in this
connection, reperts UNB.

Acting on secret informa-
tion, police raided the area
and recovered a rifle, 51
live bullets and a ramdao from
the possession of Alamgir and
Maniruzzaman. .

Alamgir hailed from village
Hatfazilpur in Shialkupa thana
and Maniruzzaman of Bakri in
Sadar thana, Police suspected
them to be members of the
outlawed Sarbahara Party.

A total of 1208 members ol
outlawed underground party
were nabbed by police in spe-
cial operations from different
mrll of the district during the

{ one year.

Official sources said police
also recovered a total of 221
firearms and 657 rounds of
live bullet of various kinds dur-
ing the period.

PATUAKHALI

Defulcator
still 1in

service !
Feb 8: An officer of the food
department who allegedly de-

fulcated foodgrains worth
about Taka 62 lakh has been

kept still in serviee, reporis
UNB.

According to the Food
Department, M Nasiruddin

Ahmed while serving as man-
ager ol Tejgaon CSD godown,
Dhaka, misappropriated huge
foodgrains now he is being
working as Assistant Controller
of Food in Patuakhali district.

In the departmental pro-
ceeding, he was found guilty
and it was decided to deduct
one third of his salary in every
month,

The deciston of the de-
parimental action was com-
municated to him on February
20 last year, the sources said.

The matier has created a
scnsation in the locality.

TANGAIL

Savings bureau
earns Tk 4.5 cr

Feb 8 Bangladesh Savings
Bureau, Tangail district, has
achieved savings worth Taka
4 5 crore during the first half

of the current financial year,
reporis 355.

Of the amount Taka 1.5
crore was achieved through
bureau office through post of-
fices and banks.

An official source said that
savings department had issued
an eight years investment bond
from this in addition to
their existing savings bond
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excavation work at Mahasthan Garh on February 1.
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Over four lakh children
suffering from malnutrition

SATKHIRA, Feb 8 : Over
four lakh children have been
sullering from malnutrition for
want ol proper nutritions food
in the 16 districts of Southern
region of the country, a survey
report said here.

It is learnt that the parents
of these children cannot pro-
vide nutritions food due 'to
their poverty.

It is further gathered that at
least BO per cent families of
different rural areas in the re-
gion are dependent on agricul-
ture for livelihood.

On the other hand, a con-
cerned sources said, natural
calamitics and other problems
such as unpreccdented
drought, flood and increasing
prices ol seeds, fertilizers,

" From Our Correspondent

pesticides have been hamper-
ing crop cultivation and pro-
duction jor four years. As a re-
sult, most of the manual
labourers are -deprived of cost
of their labour.

Move over, 75 per cent of
cultivators in this region have
to plough land belonging to
others. Children of these farm-
ers are to lead most part of
their days in’ starvation,

T"H:SE children are being
affected with various compli-
caled diseases includjng polio
blindness, skin diseascs which
are increasing day by

Besides, most of the chil-
dren of Southern region are
being faced with death for
Diarrhoea, Dysentry,
Diphtheria and other water or

air borne diseases cvery year.
According to physicians,
many families of the rural areas
in this region cannot maintain
rules of health and cleanliness.
The physicians also feel that
superstitions, illiteracy and
poverty have aggravated the si-
tuation. For this reason, these
four to six year old children

are being deprived of nutri- -

tions food like mother's milk,
protein, iron, calcium and

-other vitamins.

The elite of this region
however feel that government
should take up schemes to dis-
tribute rice, wheat, vegetables,
potato, dal and other essential
nutritious foods among these

"rural [amilies for removing

malnutrition ol their children.

Several rehabilitation projects
completed in Cox's Bazar

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 8: Bang-
la-German Samprecti (BGS)
«nd Socfety for Pecace and
Development  [SPD) have
completed several rehabfilita-
tion projeets in the cyclone-hit
arcas of Cox's Bazar and
Moheskhali.

The Bangla-German Sam-
preeti successfully imple-
menited the community dewvel-
opment project for rehabilita-
tion of cyclone victims at
Dhalhata and Matarbari with
the financial involvement of
Taka eight crore.

After the devastating cy-
clone and tidalbore of 29th
April, 1991 BGS and SPD
jointly brought Dhalghata and
Matarbari Union of Moheskhall
thana in the district of Cox's

Bazar under special pro-
gramme. "
At first, the NGOs helped

the distressed people with
foods and clothes. They then
conducted an extensive survey
in the cyclone-hit Dhalghata
and Matarbari union's for the
assessment ol damage. There
was no 8ign of human habitla-
tion in this area. The cyclone
had left a trall of destruction in
the island. About ten thousand
people died in the devastating
cyclone. Later, BGS took up
development programme in
Dhalghata and Matarbari

From QOur Correspondent
Union with the participation of
the local people.

P’roject co-ordinator of BGS
in Cox’s Bazar Ershad Ali told
this correspondent that, they

set up four mult-pu cy-
clone shelters, 2,500 low cost
houses, 13 community build-

ings, five private schools,
3,500 pucca latrines, two
mosques and two temples in
the cyclone-hit arcas. Besides,
the construction of the second
floor of Cox's Bazar Mohila
College, Shahityka High School
building have been completed
with the financial assistance of
the BGS.

Bangla-German Samprecti
engaged 300 college and
school students as volunteers
to motivational and training ac-
tivities through practical
demonstration of the socio-
economic projects, have cre-
ated great enthusiasm among
the people.

BGS also planted 14 thou-
sand coconut and other fruit-
bearing sapli in D ta
and Ma with the
tive of Father Klaus Beurle,
Advisor of the Bangla-German
Sampreeti. They launched so-
cio-cconomic projects with
the objective of motivating and
organise the distressed pcople
to provide credit for prepara-
tion of nursery ponds, produc-

tion of salt, shrimp cultivation,
fishing nets and sewing gar-

ments and assistance to the
education and primary health

X large number of dis-
tressed people including le-
males have become self-sulli-
cient after undergoing training
in different vocations spon-
sored by the Sampreeti. About
24 Samaj Unnayan Samities
have become scll-relfant after
taking loans from the organi-
sation. BGS and SPD also dis-
tributed Taka 16 lakh among
192 people in Dhalghata union
for income gencrating pro-

jec_““: former Agriculturc
Minister Azizul Haque, former
Home Secretary Mnhammnd
Sirajuddin, Advisor of BGS
Father Klaus Beurle, General
Secretary of BGS Ahmed Sola,
SPD Chairman Gias Uddin
Ahmed, eminent educationist
Prof Kabir Chowdhury, Addi-
tfonal District Magistrate of
Cox's Bazar Badarul Huda,
noted singer Apel Mahmud,

Wr General [l}ﬁl} Al Mamun,
a

Charwa Peter
Dietzel, Dr Ellcn Murland.

and Cox's Bazar Co-ordi-
nator of BGS Md Ershad Al
also participated in the project
completion ceremony. They
have visited all rehabilitation

projects.

Prof Islam takes
over as Chairman
of Rajshahi Board

RAJSHAHI, Feb 8: Prof Md

Serajul Islam took over as the
Chairman of the Board of
Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education, Rajsha-
hi, on Thursday, reports UNB.

Before his new assignment

Prof Islam was the principal of

Rajshahi Government Cnllt.g.
officials .!ﬂd

Flower show
held at
Tangail

TANGAIL, Feb 8: A flower
show organised by Tnnﬁl dis-
trict rose society was held at
Tangail Shaheed Park .on
Friday, reports BSS.

A large number of individu-
als and organisations partici-

pated in the flower show.
Prizes were distributed among

the best participant.

Chicken pox
alarming in
Manikgan;]

MANIKGANJ, Feb 8:
Chicken pox has broken out in
an alarming form in different
areas of the distriet, reports
BSS.

Reports reaching here from
Shivalaya, Harirampur,
Daulatpur, Gheor, Shingair and
Shaturia reveal that children
are the worst sufferers.

According to medical offi-
cers, most of the small pox
patients do not consult quali-
ficd doctors, rather they de-
pend on quacks and indige-
nous herbal medicines.

Minor girl
crushed under
wheels in Feni

FENI, Feb 8: A minor girl
was crashed under the :l;u:ls
of a speeding bus and died on
the spot near Chandpur bridge
on Feni-Chhagalnaiya road
Friday, reports UNB.

According to witnesses,
Dolly Akhtar (10) met the
iragic end while she was

crossing the road. The
Chandpur bound killer bus was
coming Sonapur.

The body was sent to hospi-
tal morgue for autopsy. The

driver of the bus managed to
escape with the vehicle.

A case has béen filed with
the police in this connection.

Ekushey book
fair begins
at Khulna

KHULNA, Feb 8: A month-
long Ekushey "Gronthamela”
(book fair), orgaised by the
Bangla Academy, began at its
sales centre premises here

| Monday, reports UNB.

A huge number of stalls in-
cluding those of the Bangla
Academy, Shishu Academy and
the Shilpakala Academy have
been set up in the book lair.

Two rlymen
suspended

RAJSHAHI, Feb B8: Bang-
ladesh Railway (West Zonc) has
suspended two employees for
negligence of dulr, reports
BSS.

They are an{|an All
(Conductor Guard of Rupsha’
Inter-City Train) and Tazibur
Rahman (Attendant).

The Baily Star 9
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Eight police boxes in

KHULNA, Feb 8 : A total of
eight new police boxes will be
set up in different points of
the city, official sources said,

\ reports UNB.

The boxes will be set up at
Khalishpur Kadamtali,
Customs Ghat, Maheshhar-
pasha, KDA premises and
crossings of Royal Hotel, Bakali
and Peoples Square.

Among them, two at Royal
lHotel crossing and Baikali
crossing will be established on
priority basis.

At present, there are flve
thanas and seven police boxes

o %:edgﬁﬂ personnel recov-

ered smuggled goods worth
about Taka 12 lakh in two sep-
arate raids in the city Tuesday
(February 2).

The BDR men of the coastal
frontier seized a trawler with
62 Indian cows from the
Athraobaki river. The Parulia
bound trawler was coming

Khulna city soon

from Satkhira,

In another raid on a m
ngef mini bus BDR
m:l scized 141 pleces Indhn
sarces and 20 pm of blouse
at Boira area.

Narcotics Control
Deparfment arrested a man
and secized 500 grams of
heroin from a IWTA (Inland
Water Transport Authority)
that here Wednesday night.

The arrested was identified
as Rahat lmam (23), a trader of

* Naogaon village in Kalia thana

of Narail district.

Acting on a tip, a squad of .
the Narcotics Control
Department raided the ghat,
nabbed Rahat and recovered
the heroin from his posses-
sion.

Police sources said they got
important information from

t Imam and further inves-
tigation was going on. A case
was [iled with the thana.

Acute bullock shortage
hampers cultivation

Frum Qur Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, " Feb  8:
Acute shortage of bullock is
causing serious obstacle to
cultivation work in Kishore-
ganj, Mymensingh and Netro-
kona districts.

According to the knowl-
edgeable somrces, 60 to 70
per cent families having no
bullock are unable to till their
lands. Consequently, a consid-
erable acreage of lands in
these districts remain unculti-
vated every year. Most of the
farmers carry on their agricul-
tural works on share basis as
they cannot afford to Purchase

bullock or cow due to sharp
rise in their prices

At present, a pair of bullock
costs Taka 10,000 to 14,000
or more at different markets.
Sometimes, the f[armer till

their land with spades. Many of

them even use milch cows to
cultivate their land resulting in
gradual reduction in the milk
production.

According to a survey, bul-
lock shortage prevails every
year due to various diseases

KHULNA: Najmun Nahar Naju an artiste of Bikiron
Social and Cultural Organisation renderi

and natural clhmitlﬂ;

Every years a large number
ol cattleheads is lost due to
floods. Besides, it is also al-
leged that some greedy cob-
blers are found poisoning cat-
tleheads in different places of

the districts only to collect

"their skin.

On the other hand, slaugh-
tering of bullock has increased
much following the scarcity of
fish in the markets. E
and diseases-also take heavy
toll as those cannot be fought
effectively owing to miserable
condition of veterinary hospi-
tals where acute scarcity of
medicines is a permanent fea-
ture. Moreover, bad communi-
cation is another [actor, it is
learnt. |

Taking advantage of the sit-
uation,-a section of cow traders _
is purchasing cattlecheads from
the farmers at nominal prices
to be supplied to other places
for slaughtering daily. If this
trend continues for indefinite
period, cultivation would be
hampered to a great extent, it

song at

Khulna Press Club on Febml:nr 2 in a cultural
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Blue water of Kaptai Lake now contaminated

RAHGAMATI Feb 8: The
blue water of 58 300 hectares
Kaptai Lake which crisis-cross
the three hill districts of
Rangamatu, Khagrachhari and
Bundarban hill districts has
been contaminated beyond safe
limii; reports UNB

Some 450 people of the
lake area died due to various
wiler-borne diseases in the

last three months. Of them,
173 died of diarrhoea In

December 92 alone, mrtﬂng

o reports received from lpcal
lecaders and officials of Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment =
Over two lakh people have
complaints of intestinal disor-
der which the Public Health
experts salid was the main rea-

son of taking contaminated
lake water.

The lake water contains
bacteria in alarming propor-
tions, taking of which, accord-
ing to the health experts. may
cause outbreak of cholera, di-
arrhoea, typhoid, dysentery or
any other intestinal diseases
within a short span of time.

Public Health experts and

bricks instead nf coal.

RAJBARI: I}u ite the government ban the owners of brickfields use ﬂr-wmd fur hurnm'

— Star photo

environment specialists re-"
cenlly conducted a sample
study to determine how far the
lake waler was safe for use,

Chemical tests revealed that
about 500 coliform bacteria ex-
isted in 100 mili-litre of lake-
waler, where water with only
two bacteria are said to be hy-
gienically safe for use.

Environment Directorate
also simultaneously tested wa-
ter from 12 other district
headquarters of Chittagong
Division and contamination
with coliform bacteria varies
from 10-300 in every mili-litre
of water

The specialists, according
lo a source from Local Gover-
nment Council of Bundarban,
had been shocked to find the
bacteria content so high and

. expressed their grave concern

to the local authorities,

More than a milfon prople
of three hill districts use water
of the Kaptai Lake directly or
indirectly which is apparently
clean.

More depressing is that
dangerous bacteria infestation
has also been noticed in the
water supplied from the treat-
ment plants

The specialista from the
Envitonment Pollution Control
Directorate tested water sup-
plied from the treatment pla
nis of the three hill districls
headquarters and found 300
coliform bacteria in 100 mili-
litre. Hotels and restaurants as
well as rest houses managed by
the dis.rict administrations
were also serving dangerous

colifo®n infested water to
theéir customers and guecsts,
they said.

Meanwhile, the Environ-
ment Directorate warned the
restaurant-owners that action
would be taken against them {f
water served to their custo-
mers were not found germ
free.

Specialists said treated wa-
ter and tape-water in the ho-
tels and restaurants are con-
taminated by the lake-water
which mixes with the supplied
water in one way or the other.

‘The chairman of the Local
Government Council of Rang-
amati Hill District, Parizat
Kushum Chakma said, water
tanks and pipe-lines remain
unclean for years which was
another reason for contamina-
tton of treated water. The mu-
nicipality authorities could not
do the job for fund shoriage,
he said.

Parizat said the district
administration had been asked
to find out the causes ol con
tamination and suggest ways to
control it

The chairman lurther said a
systematic campaign should be
launched to warn the lake-wa-
ter users ol the da and
motivate them to use boiled
water or depend on tubewell
water

But other sources sakl many
tubewells in the three hill dis
tiricts had either gone out of
order or did nol sink decp
enough to reach the imund
walter level

BDE/[_A'S unit
meet held

TANGAIL, Feb 8: Annual
general meeting ol Bangladesh
Diploma Medical Association,
Tangail branch, was held re-
cently at Medical assistant
training schoel auditorium
here, re s BSS.

Dr Md Shahidur Rahman
Babu. President and Dr Abdul
Kader, Secretary General, cen-
tral committee of the associa-
tion attended the function as
chiel guest and special guest
respectively.

Dr Abdullah Al Farid

resided over the ntel.h'ﬁ
’ Among others, Dr Sharif
Ahmed, Organising Secretary
of central committee, Dr
Mahfuzrur Rahman, Dr Uttam
Kumar Saha spoke on the oc-
casion. The s said that
eight med assistant train-
ing schools were established in
the country during the regime
of President Ztaur Rahman to
tmpart training to the diploma

doctors. They worked success-
fully in the rural arcas. they

Tk 3.50 lakh
sanctioned for
16 projects

MROJPUR, Feb 8: The gov-
ernment has sanctioned Taka
3.50 lakh for the implementa-
tion of 15 projects in commu-
nication sceter in Pirojpur dis-
trict in the current fiscal year,

£

reports BSS,
According to an offictal
source, the inclade

construction of small brulp

and culverts.



