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Janata Tower case

‘Ershad asked Rajuk to allot

lands among the affected'

kanct lawyer of former
President H M Ershad in a
suggesiion admitted that his
client had directed allotment
of Rajuk lands of Kawran Bazar
among Sukkur Pradhan and
others, all accused with the
former General in the Janata
Tower Case, reports BSS,

The former President or-
dered Rajuk authorities to allot
them (Sukkur Pradhan and
others) lands as affected per-
sons [caused due to land ac-
quisition), lawyer Khandakar
Mahbub Hossain suggested to
the prosecution witness Abdur
Rahman Bhutyan (P. W.) during
cross examination in the
Janata Tower Case held here
yesterday at the Special
Judge's court.

Former President Ershad,.
his wife Raushan Ershad and
18 others are accused in this
case. Raushan Ershad, how-
ever, was not present in the
court yesterday. Additional
Session Judge and Special
Judge Ansaruddin Sikder was
the presiding judge.

When the defence lawyer
asked the witness whether he
was present when Ershad
went to Kawran Bazar to en-
quire about the development of
Ambar Shah Mosque and also
met local people includin
persons aflected due to lan
acquisition, he replied in the
negative.

He also r:jcctr_d a sugges-

tion that he was present when
the Chairman of Rajuk told the
former President that the area
(Kawran Bazar) could not be
developed because of litiga-
tions.

Prosecution witness denied
the allegation that the second
auction for the land in which
the asking price was Taka 3
crore per bigha was fixed
whimsically and with malafide

intention. PW said he was not
aware of a defence su tion
that President Ershad after

hearing the stories of Sukkur
Pradhan and others assured
them to consider their cases
on humanitarian ground. The
defence however did not men-
tion when Ershad made the
particular visit.

PW 10, Bhuiyan, who is

Director Estate, Rajuk, during
cross examination said Sukkur

Pradhan and others were not
given the land {n question
(Plot No 49 and 49A) although
they were highest bidders be-
cause the price was not
‘satisfactory’ to the authorities.
He denied cancelling the bid
as officials including himself
“were not satisfied by the par-
ties”. "1 do not know how the
bid was cancelled,” he told the
defence lawyer

The witness agreed to a

suggestion that after cancelling
the 1985 auction bid, Rajuk
(former DIT) decided to build
a mult-storied commercial
building on Plot 49 and 49A of

Kawran Bazar. He expressed
his ignorance why fn:uh auc-
tion was called withholding
the construction of the multi-
storied buflding.

When the defence lawyer by
showing a paper asked the
witness to confirm whether he
had allotted land to one Mir
Hossain Akhtar and others on
16.4.89, Bhuiyan said he can-
not comment without verifying
the original for it was a photo-
stat copy. He denied to have
lied to the court.

The witness on several oc-
casions replied that he was not
in a position to answer defence

ueries without seeing recor-
s. In reply to a question,
whether Sukkur Pradhan and

others were certified as af--

fected persons by L A (Land
Acquisition) office, the witness
said they were not the original
aflected persons. They suc-
ceeded in revising the awardee
list and get themselves en-
listed as alflected persons by
way of procuring papers fmm
the original owners.

The court witnessed some
hot exchange of words be-
tween the Attorney General
and Khandakar Mahbub
Hossain. However, the situa-
‘tion was brought to normal
through the intervention of the
judge. The cross examination
remained incomplete when
the court adjourned for the day

to meet again today (Sunday).

ISLAMABAD, Feb 6: At least
- 12 people were killed and 48
injured today as the Alghan
capital came under heavy
rocket attacks by rebel forces,
the state-run radio Kabul re-
ported, says AFP.

The broadcast monitored
here said that more than 100
rockets came from the south
and southeast of the city fired
by Hezb-i-lslami faction of
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar.

The radio also said Afghan
government forces had re-
turned heavy fire on Hezb po
sitions in the south and lm.lth-
east of the Kabul casu-
alties, but gave no figures er
further details.

Meanwhile, Reuter adds:
The Kabul government has
made 's most pow-
erful warlord the Deputy
Minister of Defence, Deputy
Foreign Minister Najibullah

Lafrai said today.

Kabul under heavy
shelling :

12 killed

Lafrai told a news confer-
ence that General Abdul
Rashid Dostum, a former
Communist Militia chiefl and
Commander of the northern
forces in the northwestern city
a Mazar-i-Sharif had been
made Deputy Defence
Minister.

“The proposal for his ap-
pbintment been under
consideration for some time
and the appointment was
made recently,” said Lafraf, in
southwestern Pakistani city of
Quetta for a ministerial session
of the Economic Cooperation
organisation, a regional group-
ing ol 10 central Asian states.

Dostum had been demand-

imnmhinﬂrmmmmtu

a condition for joinin
army in the defence of f(nhul

against at renegade
Mujahideen party fighting to
unseat President Burhanuddin
Rabbani

Tank lorry
gutted
By Staff Correspondent

A tank loaded with
fuel caught fire yesterday at a
city gas station. The WaS
completely gutted.

Fire sources said
the lorry, -Metro Da-09-
0015 caught fire at Hasan
Servicing Station at Taltala of

Agargaon at 5:30 pm.
At that time, the Director,

operations and maintenance
and Deputy Director of Fire

hwmp-h’ﬂ'ﬂwgh

from Mirpur training centre.
They I:llnul:ll.tey swung into
action. Three more unites
from Mohammadpur, Mirpur
and Tejgaon stations also
rushed to the spot and brought
the fire under control.

Aid Club
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that the forthcoming Paris
moot takes a favourable stance

for Bangladesh.

Ald wutilisation, which yet
seems to be in a chronie de-
pression, and in eco-
nomic reforms figure high
in the discussion between
Saifur Rahman and World Bank
execulives.

According te sources, the
Finance Minister is likely to
raise o the Bank executives
the issue of rigid
that has been hampering dis-
bursement of aid, commaodity
aid in particular.

He may also reiterate his

for World Bank's favour in

atd
country's power sector and in
firming up the funding for

pledges the country can ex-
pect in the coming Parts meet-

closed today

Textiles fair will remain
closed from 3:00 pm today to
3:00 pm tomorrow on the
occasion of Shab-e-Barat,
an official handout said last

night, reports UNB.
Convict dies

in jail
By Staff Correspondent
A prisoner died Saturday in
the ka Central Jail.

Shahadat, a convict lcrv!:g
rigorous imprisonment, di
at 7 am Saturday.

Police said he was sullering
from high fever. The body was

sent to DMCH for autopsy.
An unnatural death {UD]
case has been filed with the

Lalbagh thana.

PM: SAARC
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cooperation of the two coun-
tries in making the SAARC an

eflective or for real-
ising its o would be
continued.

The Prime Minister tha-
nked the outgoing High
Commissioner for his contribu-
tion in the bi-
lateral cooperation between
the two countries.

Begum Zia requested the
high commissioner to convey
her best wishes to the Shri
Lankan President
Premadasa and Hema Prem-
adasha and hoped that she
would be able to meet the
Shri Lankan leader In the
Seventh SAARC Summit ex-
pected o be held In Dhaka
SOOI

The Prime Minister also
mentioned different pro-
grammes taken up by her gov-
ernment in invoiving women
with the country’'s mainstream
development.

The high commissioner de-
scribed his five year stay in

Bangladesh as memorable and

said he had seen some good |

changes of Bangladesh's demo-

Bid to steal case
records of

Ershad: 1 held

Golam Mostala Babul, ar-
rested on charge of attempt to
steal or destroy a special tri-
bunal case record of deposed
President H M Ershad, has
been placed under detention
under the Special Powers Act,
reports UNB.

Accused Babul of 51/1
Mellartek in Uttara thana al-
legedly entered the room of
the Attorney General without
permission on February 3 and
tried to steal a special case
record no 11/92.

Assistant Sub-Inspector of
Police of the Bureau of Anti-
Corruption Amirul Islam filed
the case against Babul. Islam
was in charge of the record
room situated near the central
jail where the trial of Ershad is
in progress.
Aftara Begum, the wife of
Babul, 1s the co-accused of the
special tribunal case in which
Ershad is the principal ac-
cused. Babul was produced be-
fore the CMM court
after a one-day police remand.

The court rejected his bail
prayer and sent him to the
central jafl.

Free election
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blllnunL. he said adding,
"now ft been proven that
free elections und:r the pre-
sent government have I.Ilﬂ be-
come im fble.”

Nasim, also Chief Whip of
the O tion in Parliament,
char the ruling party ac-
tivists and policemen of ha-
rassing the AL leaders and

workers durin :l yesterday's
half-day hart called to
protest alle ‘'manipulation’

of Wednesday's hy-election re-
sults and to demonstrate peo-
ple's ‘'no confidence’ against
the Khaleda mment.

An angry Nasim, who was
manhandled by police during
the hartal hours, said lorturing
the AL workers by the "anti-
democratic” rulers was noth-
ing mew in the country's his-
tory of pro-democracy move-
ment. "The democracy-loving
masses would deliver a death-
blow to the tyrants ol the rul-
ing party,” he declared.

The AL leader strongly con-
demned the repression on the

rty men, especially those

ving in Mirpur, since the by-
poll of Wed :

Other AL leaders including
Amir Heossain Amu and
Mozallar Hossain Paltu also ad-
dressed the rally organised in
front of the party's central of-
fice at Avenue.

Amir Hossain Amu said the

AL, in the interest of democ-
racy, extended its maxtmum
cooperation to the ruling BNP,
But. he regretted, the party in
power was tyrannizing the op-
position deeming the coopera-
tion as weakness.

A presidium member of AL,
Amu called upon the country-

‘men Lo observe the February

10 nationwide hartal and carry

forward the struggle furutﬁ
lishing their democratic
rights.

Mohammad Hanif, chiefl of

the s city branch, hafled
the dwellers for
-day hartal. He

that police and the BNP men

Khaleda wtrnmnt, he
claimed.

A woman carrying her mhng husband on her way to Mirpur from Sadarghat during hartal

hours yesterday.

Hartal observed
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and two pressmen were also
hurt during the baton-charge
at about 11-40 am near the
Awami League central office at

the Bangabandhu Avenue, wit- |

nesses said.

Witnesses said that riot po-
lice swung into action as pro-
cessionists pelted stones at
them near the Nur Hossain
Square near GPO at Gulistan.

Mohammad Nasim, MP, was
caught amid the milling crowd
during the police chase. He
was beaten up by police in the
narrow passage duumutairu the
AL central office.

Nasim was rescued 1n torn
punjabi and sweater, witnesses
saitl. .

Among the injured, Nurul
Islam and Shah Alam were
scnt to hospital with serious
head injuries, they said.

But for the police action
near the AL central office, the
six-hour city wide shut down
was observed more or less

Awami
another day-long hartal
Wednesday across the munt.q'
to protest the “conspi
manipulate the polls rﬂultu

and to for re-e n at
18 | ng centres 1a the
Mirpur by-polls.

The Election Commission
Thu had announced the
ruling BNP candidate Syed
Mohammad Mohsin elected in

the -election ainst AL
nominee Kama Ahmed

Majumder. ;
The Saturday's hartal was
heralded with several cracker

explosions and gunshots at 6
am in Motijheel, Malibagh,

Flrmlltt and Mirpur areas in
the city.

Heavy police contingents
and para-military Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) were dcplnynd at
important city intersections
and government offices.

Except for the |kitchen
markets, educational institu-

tions, shops, banks, and busi-

ness houses in the city re-

has planned |

mained closed, .

Attendance in the govern-
ment offices was relatively thin
than the normal days as the of-
fice-goers commuted where
possible by rickshaws or
trekked.

Early in the morning, the
ministers and high govern-
ment officials were ferried to
the secretariat under police
escort,

Picketing was mainly con-
centrated around . the Jatiya
Press Club area, Gulistan
Square, Farmgate areas, Shah-
bagh, Kazipara and Section-11
at Mirpur.

Activists of Awami League

and its student wing Chhatra

League brought out several
processions which chanted
anti-government slogans.

During the hartal hours,
rivate car owners did not
ring out their vehicles fearing

by the demonstrators
while a few BRTC buses and
double-deckers operated un-
der police escort.

However, some rickshaws
plied on many of the city
roads. ;

At about 10 am near the
Section- 10, a Chinese Embassy
vehicle ([Doot- 1338] was

" stoned by the

Police picked up several
persons from different city ar-
eas during the hartal hours.

The Mirpur areas, which

constitute Dhaka-11 con-
stitucney, remained tense

during the hartal hours as
hundreds of people gathered
on the streets. -

No transport, barring rick-
shaws, plied on the roads in
the face of stiff picketing, par-
ticularly in Kazipara, Section-
10, Section-11 and Section-12
arcas.

Schools, colleges and mar-
kets remained closed while
police and BDR trucks pa-
trolled the strects.

Demonstrators burned old
tyres and put blodkadcs on
some roads which were re-

moved by the police.

— Star photo
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students creating panic around
the administrative buflding.

It was a pre-planned attack
alter last week's tension on the
gul generated from the
Rajshahi Government College,
some B kms away from here,
where ICS a All-Part
Students Unity fought pitc
battles last month, rival groups
Gathering support from
other components of the al-
liance, the JCD activists
chased off the Shibir activists,
who fled from the area and at-
tacked Shah Mokhdum Hall, a
strongheld of JSD (Inu)-
bac BCL (B-K) and Sher-e-
and Madarboksh Halls,
ids of JCD.

The Shibir activisis ran-
sacked scores of rooms in the

Shiv Sena party
leader held

NEW DELHI, Feb 6 : Police
on Saturday arrested a Hindu
lawmaker whose party is be-
lleved to have instigated reli-
glous riots that killed at least
600 people, most of them

Muslims, (n Bombay last
month, a news agency re-
ported, says AP

Madhukar Sarpotdar, a
leader of the Shiv Sena party,
was arrested from his home in
Bandra, a suburb of Bombay,
United News of Indfa re-
ported. Sarpotdar is the first
senjor member of the party lo
be arrested since the rioting,

The Shiv Sena, a fundamen-
talist Hindu party, has large in-
fluence in . the eapital
of Maharashtra state. Sarpotdar
is a member of the state legis-
lature where the Shiv Sena is
in opposition.

United News did nol give
details of his arrest.

RU clash

three halls and beat-up a num-
ber of the Chhatra Otikya ac-

tivists, many of whose arms
and legs were severed, said
witnesses.

The Shibir activists then
took shelter at their
stronghold at Shaheed
Shamsuzzoha Hall which was
later gheraoed and stormed by
some 500-strong alliance ac-
tivists who drove the Shibir
supportiers out of the halls.
Campus sources added that
two of the Shibir activists were
killed during this attack.

+Before being stormed bﬁ
all-party nudmu Shibir
aclivists tortured many all-
party workers and hﬂhd some

of them, rival students alleged.
According to the witnesses

the Shibir activists took refuge
at the nearby Buthpara village,
opposite 1o the university rail-
way slation., and reorganised
their cadres. They alse forced
some local shopkeepers to join
the group for further attack.

After recorganising, the
Shibir supporters further at-
tacked Madarboksh Hall and
nen Suhrawardy and Zoha
Halls and chased the all-party
activists out of the three halls.

The armed ICS activists
ransacked and set more than
100 rooms ablaze in these
three halls, witnesses added.

In the face of heavy armed
attack the all-party activists
retreated to the three nearby
female halls.

The latest round of clashes
continued for about one hour
and police, who have been on
the campus for past several
years, were mere onlookers.

Police, however, entered
Madarboksh Hall at around
3:25 pm. Paramiiftary BDR also
rushed in the hall at around
3:30 pm.

Hr-? contingents of police
were deployed at wvarious
points in the city o fend off
spread of the violence.

Student bodies
condemn -

killings at RU

By DU Correspondent

Different student organisa-

tions yesterday condemned
the killing and terrorist activi-
tics on the Rajshahi University

The Ganatantrik Chhatra
Oikya (GCO) in a statement
said that the anti-liberation
forces had launched an
armed attack on the Rajshahi
University campus.

The GCO demanded ban on
Jamaat-Shibir politics in the
country. :

It also demanded immedi-

ate arrest and trial of the

killers and urged all to stand
against the communal forces.
The JSD (Inu) backed

| Bangladesh Chhatra League (B-

K) in another statement yes-
terday condemned the 'killing
and terrorist activities of the
Shibir' at the Rajshahi
University.

The BCL.(B-K) president
Ruhul Quddus Babu and gen-
cral secretary Abdullahil Quiy-
um in a joint statement dem-
anded arrest of the killers and
urged the government to take
necessary steps for proper
treatment of the students
injured seriously in the viol-
ence.

Meanwhile, the Samajt-

antrik Chhatra Front (SCF)
president Belal Chowdhury and
general secretary Razequzz—
aman Ratan in a joint statem-
ent yclt:rday also condemned
the 'killing and armed attack
of the Jamaat-Shibir™ at the
Rajshahi University.

The SCF leaders alleged

| that the government did not

take any step against the ter-
rorists on the Rajshahi Univ-
ersity campus despite re-
peated demands from various
quarters for a long time.

Zardari
From Page 1 Col 7

release earlier in the day by
sciting dirs 20,000 bail. He
has beéen cleared of nine of the
original 12 counts, but still
faces trial on charges of kid-
napping, extortion and illegal
possession of weapons.

Zardari did not attend the
hearing, which lasted less than
five minutes, because he has
been hospitalized for back
problems. Six hours later, he
walked out of the hospital and
returned to Landi'jail in cen-
tral Karachi to collect his be-
longings and say good-bye to
prisoners.

“It's been hell on earth,”
Zardari told reporters outside
the hospital. "You learn a lot
about yourself in solitary con-
finement.”

Hasina
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ample,” Hasina said.

The oppesition leader said
il the present "nco-autocratic”
government thought that they
would be able to rule the na-
tion by ignoring the popular
verdict, it is living in fool's
paradise.

Yesterday spontaneous har-
tal demonstrated that democ-
racy loving people are deter-
mined to [rustrate any con-
spiracy or design of the neo-
auvilocracy, she said.

Hasina thanked the people
for observing allout hartal in
the capital againsl the declara-
tion of the ruling party candi-
dale clected in Mirpur Seat

. through media
She condem m the police

attack on leaders and workers
of her party including Oppo-

sition CMJ Whip Mohammad
Nasim and Hnl'll.lll Hossain
Chowdhu Maya at the
entrance of the Awami League
central office during hartal
hours yesterday.

The Awami League chief
also censured the mmm
for arresting her party wo
without nh:-r-nu from differ-
ent parts of the city late Friday
night and demanded their un-

| conditional release.
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Anti-racism march in Paris

PARIS, Feb 8: Tens of thousands of people, some

anti-Nazi placards, marched

protest against racism and discrimination.

Fnﬂsmhtundq‘lnl
of the

three-hour march issue a declaration calling for France to
respect the right to asylum, extend voting rights to

immigrants,
crimes, reports AP.

and  stiffen ptnlﬂﬂl:l for racially motivated ~ .

Turkey accuses Iran of
sponsoring terrorism

QUETTA (Pakistan), Feb 6: Turkey

Foreign Minister

Hikmet Citen on Saturday accused Iran of training suicide
bomb squads to terrorize his country's secular government.
Citen, who was attending a two-day summit of forei
ministers from the nine Islamic countries that make up

Economic Cooperation Organization,

said Turkey's sccret

service had evidence to link Iran to a spate of killings by
Islamic fundamentalists, reports AP.
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discussion going on all parts of

a big effort,” he told. reporters.
“It's very important to let lots

. of peoplé get their say.”

Aspin also said that the
support of Russia as well as

NATO allies was essential to
cend the [ighting.

"Without getting into any of
the particulars, we neced the
Russians big time in this thing.
. . whatever we work out here
has to be worked out with the
allies. And in this case, the al-
lies include the Russians,” he

Muslims 'in Bosnja have
balked at accepting a current
peace plan worked out by me-
diators Lord Owen and Cyrus
Vance which would divide
Bosnia and Harzegovina into 10

Defamation suit
against 29 JP
MPs, publishers
of 3 dailies

Joint Organising Secretary
of Jatiya Party Hossain

yesterday filed a defamation

suit against the authorities of
three Bengali dailies and 29
MPs of JP in connection with a
press statement, reports UNDB.

Among the accused arg
Anwar Hossain, printcr and
publisher of the Daily luefagq,
Matiur Rahman Chowdhury,
Editor, printer and publisher
of the Bangla Bazar Potrika,
and M A Sattar, printer and
publisher of Dainik Janata.

It was stated in the ecase
that the newspapers in their
February 4, 1993 issues ran a
headlined “Govern-
ment Agent Sajjad”, out of a
joint statement issued by 29
Jatiya Party MPs. The slate-
ment said Sajjad Hossain had
filed a case against former
ruling party leaders H M
Ershad, Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury and Moudud
Ahmed for the benefit of the
government.

The MPs demanded ouster
of Safjad from JP.

It has “seriously defamed
me politically, socially, person-
ally,” the complainant said.

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate sent the case
records to Metropolitan Ma-
gistrate Rawsan Ara for judicial
probe,

Similar reason

Clinton's second

choice as AG
falls flat

WASHINGTON, Feb 6: Two
weeks after President Bill
Clinton's nominee [or Ame-
rica’'s first woman Attorney
General withdrew because she
had hired {llegal aliens, a New
York federal judge who was his
second choice removed her
name from the running on
Friday for a similar reason.
reports Reuter. -

Kimba Wood released a
statement saying a silter
she emplo was technically
an fllegal alien for scven years,
including one year in her em-

Shab—e-Barat
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Government has declared
public holiday on February 8 so
that the devotees could take
rest aflter night-long prayers.

Special Akheri Munajat will
be held at all mosques throu-
ghout the country for the
pcace, progress and prosperity
of the country.

In the capital milad mahfil

will be held at Dhaka
University Mosque after Asr
prayers.

Ba desh Sirat Mission
will hold Quran khwani, milad
mahfil and special munajat at
Patuatuli Jame Mosque.

Islamic Foundation, B;r;\r
ladesh has drawn up a night-
long p me in oi.cmnct
of the Lailatul Barat.

The programmes include
milad mahill, discussion on
Fazilat of Laflatul Barat and our
duty, Tablig and [kamat-e-Din,
Fazilat ul' Jikir and Fagtlat of

;E Akhert Hunlpt will be

held alter momning prayer at
Baitul Mukarram Moaque.

Eminent religious personal-
itics will participate in the
discussions.

Bosnian crisis

semi-autonomous provinces —

- three mostly Serb, two mostly

Croat, three mostly Muslim
and two mixed.

AFP adds from Washington :
The United States is consider-
ing seeking a partial KNl of the
arms ecmbargo against the
former Yugoslavia in the face of
a mounting fillegal flow of"
weapons to Bosnian Muslims.

The State Department has

resented the measure, urged
the Sarajevo government, as
one of the options under con-
sideration by President Bill
Clinton, who is seeking an.al-
ternative to the peace plan
jointly proposed by the United
Nations and the European
Community, a department offi-
cial said.

The Clinton administration
has indicated the UNEC solu-
tion to the war in Bosnia-
Harzegovina unfairly favours
the Serbs.

A partial lifting of the em-

would require a resolu-
tion by the UN  Security
Council. Although the United
States recently stepped up
conlacts on the issue with its
allics, particularly Britain and
France, it has not been able to
convince them to back such a
resolution, a State Department
official told AFP, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

Ekushey 93
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pieces and other items rather
than buying books,” some
booksellers said.

As part of Ekushey pro-
gramme, discussion on two
more Bangla Academy-pub-
lished books was held in the
academy compound yestcrday
afternoon. TK: books were
‘Jagot Jibon Darshan' written
by Aminul Islam and 'Paramanu
Chulli: Tatya O Projukti’ by
Abdul Ahad and Kamal Ahmed.

Dr Anisuzzaman and
Ramendranath Ghosh took
m'l in the discussion on the

t book while Prof Ajoy Ray,
Prof Muhammad Ibrahim and

Prof Ali Asgar, on the other
book. .

The discussion was followed
by a musical soiree in which
Subir Nandi, Rafiqul Alam,
Abida Sultana, Ferdous Ara
and Saiful Alam rendered

songs.

Bogra Theatre staged a
drama titled ‘Ganotantrer
Galpo’ at the Central Shaheed
Minar as part of the Ekushey
programmes organised by
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation.

Today's programme of
Bangla Academy: Discussion on
two books titled
"Rabindranathcr Nobel
Purashkerprapto Geetanjali,’
edited by Abdur Rashid and
“Bangla Sahitya Samalochona®
by Afzalul Bashar.

Prof Hayat Mamud, Dr
Khalikuzzaman Elias and Prol
Az{ar Hossain will take part in
the discussion on the first
book while. Prof Jahangir
Tarek and Profl Golam Mostala,
on the other book.

MOU : Rohingyas
Fm1'n Page 1 Col
tions of forced repatriation of
the -n-[upu.

In mid January, the UNHCR
withdrew from the process of
repatriation claiming that its
field officials, at Cox's Bazar
found that many of the would-
be returmees did not volunteer
to return home at Arakan,
Myanmar's western

from where the refugees
streamed into Bangladesh.
Bangladesh denied the alle-

gations and said all of more
than 19,000 refugees so far
mlr‘lﬂﬂd went back home

Alter the mllundcrllln-
ding” between Dhaka and the
UNHCR was over late last
month the UNHCR returmmed to
the process of repatriation
interviewing the would-be
retugnees In their transit
camps. However, unlike in the
past the UNHCR officials have
now independent access to the
would-be returnees to
determine tf they are heading
home voluntarily. :

Meanwhile, Mrs Sadako
Ogata, chief of the UNHCR, »
expected to visit Dangladesh to
see the condition of the
refugees who live in 20 Mlimay
makeshift cam nhag Cox's
Bazar-Teknal -
for Mrs Q'Inl visit has h-:n
set.



