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Navratilovarallies to beat Graf

YOKOHAMA, Ja-
pan, Feb 6: Vete-
ran Martina Nav-
ratilova clinched

._ a dramatic victory
today over top

secd Stefli Gral in the first

semi-final of the 750,000

Toray Pan-Pacific Open tennis
tournament, reports Reuler.

- Navratilova overcamc a
first-set deficit to down the
German 4-6, 6-3, 6-3. Doth
players served consistently

Chang upstages

Courier
OMAHA, USA,

Feb 6:

‘Michael Chang only had three

days to prepare for an exhibi-
tion tennis match against top-
rancked Jim Courier on Friday
night, and he made the most
of the opportunity, reports AP.

Chang upstaged Courier 3-
6, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4 in the
Healthy Choice Challenge aftcr
being named on Tuesday to
replace the injured Pete

ras.
Courier looked like he still

. had momentum from winning

' rest of the way

the Australian Open last week-
end as he cruised through the
first set. But Chang started to
get the crowd behind him and
finished strongly.

Chang was nearly perfect in
the final set. He needed just
four points to break Courier's
serve and then used two aces
to hold his serve and lead 2-0.

Both players held serve the
. Chang's over-
head smash and two ace serves
brought him to match point in
the final game. He finished off
Courier by racing to the nct
and slicing a backhand down

“the line, ending a long volley

and a match that lasted more
than two hours.

“I1 know | have to work on
coming in a little bit more, hit-
- ting good serves, hitting gmd
"volleys and mixing it up,’
Chang said.

"I'm playing a little defen-

.., sive tennis, but a lot of offen-
“sive tennis. Basically playing an
~unpredictable style.”

Manchester mﬁy

: bid for World Chess

-

~ Championship
LONDON, Feb 6

Manchester is likely to make alu
bid to host the World Chess

g Championship, boosting Briton

Nigel Short's hopes of contest-
ing the title in his home town,
sources close to the negotia-
tions said on Friday, reports

'Htutcr

“Madrid's

" deeper into crists,

Short, 27, who defeated Jan
Timman of the Netherlands in
a 200,000 dollar final elimina-
tor on January 30, will chal-
lenge reigning champion Garri
Kasparov.

"Officials of Manchester City
Council and would-be sponsors
are still in negotiations. The
fact that they are still talking

. suggests they are deadly seri-

" Federation

ous about it,” one source said.
The International Chess
is scheduled to
open the sealed bids on
Monday in Lucerne, Switzer-
land. The highest bidder will
the match at the

ther of the players objects.
Apart from the interest by

. Manchester, bids in the range

of 4 million dollar are also ex-

pected from Jakarta, Berlin,
Zagreb and Santiago n).
Barcelona, host of the 1992

Olympic Games, had been ex-
pmtﬂlmbidbut pulled out on
Thursday, saying staging the
event would be too expensive.

Britain last sponsored the
Championship in 1986, when
Kasparov beat arch-rival
Anatoly Karpov.

Short, who quit school at
17 to concentrate on chess, is
the first Briton to coniest a

world title in more than 100

He is alse the first player
from outside the former Soviet
Union to contest the [inals
since American Fischer
beat Boris Spassky in leeland

“in 1972.

Atletico plunge
deep Into Crisis

MADRID, Feb 6 : Atletico
humiliating 0-5
Spanish Cup rout by Barcelona
their worst home defeat sincc
1956, has plunged the club
reportis

* Reuter.

"What a disaster” screamed

" a headline in Friday's sports

dafly as after the holders’ third
round, first leg thrashing on
Thursday night.

"l have never felt so usclcss
in my life . . . The players jusl
crumpled, doing everything |
didn't want them to," Atlctico
coach Luis Aragones told rc
porters after the match
adding: "Of course a team can
lose, bul not like that.”

Atletico have not won since
November and arc suflering
their worst spell in the leaguc
for 13 years. They are eighth
in the First Division, nin
points adrift of leaders

Coruna.

Siar Portuguecse striker
Paulo Futre walked out last
month after a very public row
with Aragones and press re-
ports say the beleaguered
Atletico coach has offered his

resignation
president Jesus Gil

ik

well but it was Navratilova's
hammering returns, coupled
with her prowess at the net,
that ultimately overwhelmed
the world's number two player.

"She r:turmd much bctter
and stronge
Grafl after the gam{-
7o G g LS A ST e ~

r." said a dejectm:l
‘I didn’t

LR b

Czech born naturallsed Amerlcan Martina Navratilova

difficult to set up the points.”

"I made a lot of mistakes.
Martina keeps running to the
net all the time, forcing you to
hurry your shots and then
make mistakes.”

A beammg Navratilova told
reporters: kept going for my

shots, ' ooafe astl eanviction

rejoices after her stunning victory over world number two
Steffi Graf of Germany in the semifinal of the Toray Pan
Pacific Open tennis tournament yesterday. Navratllwa

won 4-6, 6-3 and 6-3.

- — AFP photo

and not ever backing down.”

Gral got off to a good start,
breaking Navratilova's serve in
the first game. With powerful
serving and some superb
cross-court forehand shots to
take the [lirst set 6-4, it
looked as if Gral was headed
for her second final of the year.

But Navratflova broke Grafls
scrve in the fourth game of
the second set and the fifth
game of the final set with some
hlistering backhand cross-
court returns, coupled with
superb volleying at the net.

"l returned wve
American said. " I think the
difference today was not that I
could break her serve, but that
| cpuld hold on to my own.”

Grafl's concentration was
adversely aflected in the sec-
ond set when she earned a

few unfavourable line calls.
"] was getting upset by all

the¢ overrules. There were too

many in a row, so il was very,

strange,” the German said.

The Czech-born Navratilova
is now a step away from win-
ning her 162nd career singles
title — a feat unmatched in ei-
ther men's or women's tennis.

Looking ahead to Sunday's
[inal, Navratilova said
hard to go out again after hav-
ing beaten Steffi (Graf), be-
cause you feel as though you've
already won the whole tour-
nament.”

ry well,” the |
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AgaSSJ, Connors in Volvo semis

SAN FRANCISCO,

Connors let his
tennis do the
talking, and it
carried him right
past Chuck Adams and into the
semifinals of the Volvo
Tennis-San Francisco
tournament; reports AP.

"That boy's a good player,
and that's the way tennis

should be played,” said
Connors, who pulled out a 6-3,
4-6, 6-4 victory in his im-

probable quest foward the fi-
nals.

One night after trash-talk-
ing his way — during and after
the match — to a split-set win
over Bryan Shelton, Connors
kept his mind on the game
against
Adams.

"Win or lose, that was fun
for me,” Connors said. "The
crowd was into it. They sece
more than just boom, bang,
over. The guy's using the whn!n
court, and that's tennis to me.”

Connors, unsceded in the
tourndment, faces Brad' Gilbert
Saturday night in the semifi-
nals. Top-seeded Andre Agassi
was to meet Jefl Tarango in an
afternoon semifinals.

, Leading 4-3 and serving in
the third set, Connors survived
a 25'minute game and eight
duces to pull ahead 5-3. Alter
losing the next at lgve,
Connors closed out the match
when Adams missed wide on a
return near the baseline at 40-
15.

“I'm still standing,” the 40-

year-old crowd favourite said,

"They haven't knocked me
down yet. I've got to wake up
tomorrow and figure it out.”
Connors is onc match win
away from a possible show-
down with si, who ad-
vanced to the semifinals with a
6-0, 6-4 victory over Marcos
Ondruska of South Africa.

Feb 6: Jimmy

fellow American

 grouped
. Alter falling behind 7-6, he

'l don't want to give up any
game, no matter what the
score is,” Agassi said.

The tup-seeded Agassl who
has commuted to the tourna-
ment daily from Las Vegas on

”I‘-] \I& CU\:“sl RS

his private jet,
town the rest of the way.

"'m here for the weekend;
it's time fo play tennis.” the
American said. '

The match was over i less
than B0 minutes, in sharp
conirast to the 3-hour, 11-
minutes quarterfinal duel be-
tween Gilbert and Richey
Rencberg.

Gilbert worked out the
cramps, first in his body and
then in his game, rallying to
win 5-7, 7-6 (9-7), 6-2.

"That was a battle," said
Gilbert, who prepared himsclf
for the match by eating ba-
nanas, hoping for a potassium
rush to help
cramps. " | think ( the ba-
nanas) helped me more psy-
chologically than physically.”

In danger of losing the
match when he trafled 6-5 in
the second set, Gilbert re-
to force a tiebreaker.

rallied t» win the last threc

will stay in’
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arm after crossing the finish line of Lhe ﬁrla.wra Mile
at the Millrose Games on February 5. Coghlan set a
world indoor record with a time of 4 minutes and 595

seconds

-—m phm-r.:

block out the

against

points — including an 111-
mph ( 178 kph) ace — to take
the second set,

“You can never push the
panic button,” Gilbert said. "
Not when it's 7-6 in a
tiebreaker. Maybe if I'm down
40-love ia the second set, then
it's time to panic. If you're
down by 25 in the fourth quar-
ter, or when you're down by
nine in the ninth inning, that's
when it's over.”

Gilbert needed just 40 min-
utes to complete the third set
in the longest of the tourna-
ment.

Gilbert is 3-1 Ilifetime
fellow American
Renecberg, who lost for only
the third time in 13 ATP Tour
matches this year. Gilbert,
ranked 25th in the world and
seeded second, is in the San
Francisco semifinals' for the
second straight year.

Taranga, also an American,
made it to the final four with a
decisive 6-3, 6-0 dismantling
of Brazilian Jaime Oncins.

Pak-Ezanka -Dayis

Cup tie level

LAHORE, Pakistan, Feb 6 :
Pakistan and Shri Lanka were
level at 1-1 after the opening
singles of their Davis Cup Asia
Oceania zone Group Two ten-
nis tie on Friday, reporis

Reulcr.
Results (Pakistani names

first) :

Mohammad Khalid lost to
Rohan de Silva 6-4, 4-6, 3-6,
5-7.

Mohammad Khaliq beat
Jayendra Wueyese Kera 6-3, 6-
2.6-2.

Mexico, Ecuador
take lead

UNDATED, Feb 6 : Mexico
and Ecuador took 2-0 leads in
best-of-five Davis Cup qualify-
ing matches,, while China,
Malaysia, Colombia, Peru, the
[lahamas and Chile won one
game each and were tied, re-
ports Al

Al Mexico City on Friday,
Luis Enrique Herrera beat
Canadian Sebastian Lareau 6-4,
6-4, 6-2 and Lennardo Lavalle
delcated Andrew Sznajder 6-2,
7-6, 4-6, 4-6, 6-4. Mexico will
win the round with a victory
today in doubleés or-a win
Sunday in one of two singlés
matches.

At Guayaquil, Ecuador, nei-
ther Andres Gomez nor Pablo
Campana lost a set in beating
Jimmy Szymanski and Maurice
Ruah of Venezuela. Gomez's
match ended 6-1,
while Cam won 6-4, 6-2,
6-2. Ecuador can advance to
the semifinals by winning one
of the remaining three sched-
uled matches.

At Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
Xia Jiaping of China defeated
Malaysia's R Rama Chandran
6-1, 6-0, 7-6 (7-1), but coun-
tryman Pan Bing withdrew
from the second match leading
2-0 due to an elbow inmjury,
leaving the match tied 1-1.

At Lima, Peru, Colombia's
Mauricio Haded beat Alejandro
Aramburo 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 before
Peru's Neo. 1 player, Jaime

Yzage, beal Colombia’'s Migucl ”

Tobon 6-4. 7-5, 6-1.

For men only!

DUBLIN, Feb 6: A top Irish
tennis club has voted to stay
men only, upsetting a govern-
ment minister, reports Reuter.

Labour Minister Mary
O'Rourke said on Friday the
decision by Dublin's Fitzwilliam
Club was symbolic of the en-
trenched attitudes of men to-
wards women in Ireland.

A move to admit women
fajled when the club’'s mem-
bership secured a i -
fority but falled to reach the
required two thirds majority.

One member of the 123-
year-old club said: “It has left
us looking like a stone-age
anachronism.”

Sport

| Rosset runs out

1

6-4, 6-3 |

of Frenchman

MARSEILLE, France, Feb 6 :
Olympic champion Mdrc
Rosset completed an odd hat-
trick on Fﬂdn when his
booming serve blew a a
third successive French left-
hander at the 500,000 dollar
Marseille Open, reports
Reuter.

Rosset followed earlier wins
over Stephane Simian and
Henri Leconte beating
Rodolphe Gilbert 6-4, 6-4 to
move into the last four.

Unfortunately for'the lan
Rosset, the inaugural Marseil
tournament has run out of
Frenchmen for him to face and
neither of his prospective op-
ponents, fellow Swiss Jakob
Halsek and second seed Sergi
Bruguera of Spain, is left-

Rosset served impeccably
and broke once in each set.

"My service feels good at
the moment. I'm able to con-
centrate on it and this makes
me feel relaxed about the rest
of my game, even if I'm not
playing that well from the back
of the court”, he said.

Gilbert said he felt er-
less against his opponent's
serve, :

"I served two bad games
and that was it,” he said.
"When he's confident he serves
and serves. It's embarrassing. |
fclt as if | was watching planes
My past.”

Another Frenchman bowed
out when fifth seed Arnaud
Boetsch surrendered a one-set
lead to lose 3-6, 6-4, 6-0 to
third seed Henrik Holm of

. Sweden,

Eighth seed Dutchman Jan
Sicmerink, another big server,
had a 6-3, 6-3 win over [talian
Gianluca Pozzi, the man who

“beat top seed Ivan Lendl in the
second round,

Seventh seed Halsek latcr
set up a meeting with Rosset,
his teammate in last year's
Davis Cup final defeat of the
United States, when he beat
Bruguera in three sets.

Halsek struggled for two
scts before beating the
Spaniard 7-6, 6-7, 6-1. But he
always seemed the more con-
fident of the two as he showed
amply in the final set.

Novacek makes it to
Dubai Open semis

DUBAI, UAE, Feb 6: Third-
seeded Karel Novacek of the

Czech Republic struggled into

the semifinals of the Dubai

Open tennis tournament’
Friday. beating Russian Andrei

{ Cherkasov in three sets after a
| delay of several hours becausc

of rain, reports Reuter.

Novacek was on the verge
being climinated by the tough
Russian before squeezing
through with a 6-1, 5-7, 7-5
victory in a match interrupted
several times by more rain.

Second seed Thomas
Muster of Austria did not let
the delays aflect his concentra-
tion in the day's only other
men's si match, defeating
Ctislav Dosedel of the Czech
Republic 6-0, 6-3. The game
ended after midnight (2,000
GMT).

The other quarterfinals
were to be played Saturday
mornings, wil.h the semifinals
to  follow in the afternoon,
weather permitting.

Top seed Alexander Vol-

| kov's match against Fren-

chman Fabrice Santoro was
Pﬂll oned to Saturday
with Santoro leading

l -0 ln first set.
The tournament endl Sun-

NEW YORK, Feb

6: World record

holder Butch.

Reynolds made a

successful return
. to the track by

winning the 400
metres on night at the -
Millrose Games indoor athlet-
ics meeting, reports Reuter.

In . other events,
Noureddine Morceli of Algeria
won the mile 40-year-old
Irishman Eamonn Ceoghlan set
his second masters mile ‘world

record in a week and Greg

Foster opened his final season
with a victory in the 60 metre

. hurdles.

Reynolds clocked a slow
47.16 seconds but was r.:ll:l.rl}'
best in the field. ,

Olympic 400-metre hunﬂe:
champion Kevin Young was al-
most a second behind in 48.13
and world 400-metre cham-
pion Antonio Pettigrew was
third in 48.16. Wo indoor
champion Antonio McKay was
timed in 48.54.

Ids, whose suspension
for failing a drug test in August
1990 ended on December 31
but whose battle with the
International Amateur Athletic
Federation (IAAF) grinds on,
made a bold move at the start
to take the lead and never was
threatened by his fellow
Americans.

“The IAAF and no man can
confuse me or take away my
focus,” said Reynolds, who will
compete for a spot on the US
world indoor team February
20-21 in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

"1:did 2 1/2'years for no
reason. | was a prisoner. What |
want now, | want a world
record and a gold medal.”

1 Reynolds' s remarkable return

Reynolds won US court
rulingn to be allowed to run in
the US Championships in
1991 and the US Olympic
trails last June, his last compe-
titton before the Millrose
Games, but he was blocked
from competing in Barcelona
last summer,

BUTCH REYNOLDS

The IAAF last month gave
Reynolds until February 23 to
withdraw allegations of mis-
conduct against them over the
drug test or face possible fur-
ther punishment.

In the meet's other feature
event, Moreeli held off Marcus
O'Sullivan of Ireland in the
mile.

Morceli, who finished a dis-
appointing seventh last year in
the Olympic 1,500, clocked
three minutes 556.06 seconds.

O'Sullivan went ahead for a
guarter lap; but Morceli re-

. Fermin Cacho of Spain

The Builg $ar 11

gained the lead with two re-
maining and fought off the
Irishman, who clocked
3:55°36. Olympic champion
finished
fifth in 4.01.75.

Coghlan, the world indoor
record-holder in the mile,
clocked four minutes 5.95
seconds to eclipse the masters
world record of 4:08.49 he set
on Sunday in Gainseville,
Florida. ,

Foster; the three time
world champion, opened the
[inal campaign of his illustrious
17-year-carecer by winning the
men’'s 60-mefre hurdles in
7.81 seconds.

Foster won the Millrose
hurdles f[or the ninth time,
equalling the meet record set
by Harrison Dillard from 1947-
55, Olympic silver medalist
Tony Dees was second in 7.86.

"T'd like to stay until '96,

. but | know [ won't be around

until '96," said Foster 34, a
two-time Olympic silver
medalist.

“This is the best time to go.
Unfortunately, I don't have an
Olympic gold medal. But this is
a World Championship year, so
this is the right year to go out.”

Olympic 100 metre cham-
pion Gail Devers crushed the
field in the women's 60 win-
ning in 7.31.

Jackie Joyner Kersee [in-
ished a distant third in the
women's hurdles in 8.33, be
hind Lavonna Martin Floreal
[8.15) and Michelle Frecman
(B.19]).

American Lance Deal set a
world indoor record with a
throw of 24.82 metres. He
broke his own record of 24.54
mcires, set on February 28,
1992,

of

BERLIN, F:h 6:
Sprinters ‘Bruny
‘Surin of Canada
and Irina Priva-
lova of Russia
continued their
superb starts to the indoor
season with commanding
victories owver top-class ficlds
at the Berlin International
athletics meeting on Friday,
rcports Reuter.

Surin dominated a superb
men's 60 metres line-up,
which included Olympic 100
metres bronze medalist Dennis
Mitchell of the US and
Canada's former world record
holder Ben Johnson, to win in
6.52 seconds.

Privalova, who broke the
long-standing women's world

Powell's second

win in a week

" BUDAPEST, Feb 6: World
long i]l.':m{:; champion Mike
lected hia second
Eumpean win in a week, out-
classing all opposition with his
final leap in an indoor meeting

British ‘al-comers record of
8.36 metres in Glasgow last
Saturday, jumped 8.44, cap-
ping a series of lackluster
jumps with a final effort which
ecli his competitors.
Powell broke the world
outdoor record with an aston-
ishing jump of 8.95 metres at
the 1991 Tokye World
Championships but US rival
Carl Lewis has held the best
indoor mark of 8.79 for the
nine years.
l:|.ntf'l:n|~||||'||:ll reckons he can im-
prove his own indoor perfor-
mance and that would point
the way to new distances out-
doors.
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50 metres indoor record in
Moscow earlier this week,
look the women's 60 metres
in a fast 7.01, five-hundredths
ol a second out side Jamaican
Merlene Ottey's world mark of
6.96,

With the World Indoor
Championships in Toronto on
the horizon in March, both
sprinters  are looking
lormidable.

Surin, fourth in the
metres final at last
Barcelona Olympics,
blocks fast and looked confi-
dent throughout.

Johnson, stripped of his
Olympic 100 metres gold at
the 1988 Seoul Games After a
positive dope test, still man-
aged a good second place in
6.60,

Calvin Smith, formét out-
door 100 metres world record
holder, was third in 6.61,
while Mitchell managed only
fourth in 6.65.

Privalova, who clocked a
rapid 7.02 in her heat despite
casing down at the finish,
never looked in danger as she
held off American Charlette
Guidry (7.14) with Nigeria's
Olympic 100 metres finalist
Mary Onali third in 7.28.

Jamaica's Olympic silver
medalist Juliet Cuthbert was
pushed back into fourth place
in 7.30.

“I'm in great shape at the
moment,” Privalova said. "l
want to go for a world record
at a meeting in Grenoble [
France) on Sunday and [ will
be going to the World
Championships.”

100
year's
left his

German Dietmar Koszewski
caused an upset in the men's
80 metres hurdles when hc
took the scalps of double
Olympic champion Roger
Kingdom and Jack Pierce, the

Privalova, Surin shine in Berlin

Barcelona Olympic brunze

medalist.

Koszewski, bronze medalist
at the 1990 European
Champioaships, was fast our of
his blocks and clenched his
first in triumph after a rare
victory over the two Americans
in 7.67 seconds.

Kingdom, 1984 and 1988
Olympic champion and indoor
world record holder, was sec-
ond one-hundredth of a sec-
ond behind, with Pierce third
in 7.75.

In the men's 400 metres,
reigning world indoor cham-
pion Devon Morris of Jamaica
had to settle for third place
behind Germans Carasten Just
and Ricc Lieder. Just won in
46.97.

Hosts edge past

Singapore

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 6
Malaysia defeated rival
Singapore 2-1 in a sensational
opening match of the 34th
Merdeka soccer tournament
held here late Friday, while
Bulgaria's CSKA Sofia edged
Thailand 1-0, reports AFP.

Singapore led 1-0 at half-
time after forward Sundram
Moorthy chipped in the open-
ing goal in the 41st minute.

But Malaysia’'s 35,000 sup-
porters came back to life when
midfielder Mubin Mokhtar tied
the match by blasting a lelt
shot past Singapores pgoal-
keeper Abdul Malek Mohd in
the 61st rhinute.

Malaysian forward Dollah
Salleh’'s winning goal in the
64th minute earned his nation
sweet revenge against Singa-

pore, who had humiliated the
Malaysian side with a 30
defcat in the Marlion Cup in
Singapore in December,
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