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Lessons from Mirpur

What are we to make of the outcome ol the
Mirpur by-election? all accounts it was a very
well conducted election in which peace was
maintained throughout the day in all but a few
voting centres. The turn out was good. Even the
counting process upto the tabulations of 78 cen-
tres is reported to have smoothly. Then be-

an a series of incidents that has cast a serious
ﬁuubl about the role of the administration and of

ruling party in observing meticulously the rules
set down by Lthe Election Commission ). It also
raises serious questions about irre le role

of a section of the media whose overanxiousness
to beat the competition vitiated an otherwise ex-
cellent electoral process. Why did the chief elec-
tion agent of the BNP candidate out results
{o the news agencies much before the tabulation
of results from all centres was completed? More
serious breach of the election process took place
when both UNB and the BSS creded news sto-
ries— at two different times — about the winner
based on the information su‘ﬂplled by the election
agent of only one party, without checking diller-
ent sources— a fundamental ethical requirement
of any news report. The rules of the Election
Commission clearly states that from the moment
an election begins till the time of its finish, the
EC is the only Constitutional body competent to
give out results. This rule was clearly violated by
the Election agent of the BNP candidate. The
mistake was compounded the inexcusable
professional sloppiness of the two news agencies.’
The final distortion of result announcing process
took place when at about 1 a.m. the PRO of the
Election Commission telephoned a selected
number of newspapers and gave results that
turned out to be totally fictitious. What prompted
the PRO to take this initiative when the Chief
Election Commissioner himself had informed the
press earlier at 11.30 pm that he would an-
nounce the result the following afternoon at 4
m?
4 As is evident, a Food election was spollt by a
clumsy handling of the result announc pro-
cess. We call it a good election because h the
leading parties gave extremely account of
themselves. The campaigning was intense but
generally peaceful. It was a BNP seat and the rul-
ing party was more or less expected to retain it.
But the AL's performance was impressive.
Learning from its past mistakes the AL took the
campaign seriously and literally did a house to
house canvassing. So eflective was its campaign
that the ruling party felt obliged to cancel a very
important state visit of the Prime Minister to
France. But an eflective cam does notl neces-
sarily have to produce a winner. AL has given a

good [ight, which is reward enough in a demo-
cratic process.

With the election behind us, and with the vari-
ous complaints of the opposition Awami ue
before the Election Commission, we don't think
there is any reason for AL to call for a half day city
hartal today and a full day national hartal on
Wednesday. the 10th. The walkout in the
was a protest. If that {s not enough, then they
can btg:;ganl .a big de tration or hold huge
pu maﬁp ags or rw%:t;itgpthm. lhl!lﬁ
the media, all the evidence their command
about the election irregularities. Work st is
an act against our nalion's struggle to break of the
poverty clutch. We must find out less destructive
ways lor registering our protests. Maybe the AL
can lead the nation in this rd. But whatever il
daﬂhgs. it must desist from cal for [requent har-
-l : w »

We have stumbled through another electoral
hurdle, instead of proudly em from it. The
experience will have been worth it, il we learn
from it. But will we? :
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Tourism Lacks Initiatives

Even the Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation
(BPC) is not likely to contradict the view that
tourism in the country has been ;
Apart [rom occasional ritualistic celebrations, lit-
.-tle practical steps are taken to aftract fo
tourists and the
remains almost an unheard-of subject. But

people

with the rudimentary knowledge will that
the country has enough potential to develop the
sector as a big foreign exch earner, at is

needed is a serious eflort to build the necessary
infrastructure for the purpose.

Inder Sharma, president of the Pacific Asia
Travel Association (PATA), now on a lour-day visit
to Bangladesh, has been categorical in his remark
that Bangladesh is endowed with a vast scenic
beauty laced with rivers and endless stretches of
sea beach — essential for attracting tourists. He
has put forward specific suggestion that
Bangladesh develop beach tourism in line with
Thailand and Indonesia. He has, moreover, ex-
pressed PATA's readiness to extend co-operation
and help to Bangladesh in the area. PATA with its
extended facilities and long experiences in the
field can really show the to success for the
country’s tourism. The fact that the PATA presi-
dent has referred to the expertences of Thailand
and Indonesia is an indication that he means
business.

Tourism now recognised as an industry, how-
ever, will not stand much of a chance here i the
whole systemn 18 not seen as a well-knit compo-
nent. Guide tours, individual travel and group
tours can be arranged if both the private and
public travel companies are innovative and com-
petitive. So long the BPC has had little compul-
sion to seriously look for the various avenues (o
turn tourism into a profitable economic venture,
Private initiatives in this secfor are also few and
far between. One of the im ts in the way
of making this sector economically viable is cer-
tainly the condition of our communication
system. But this is a lame excuse. There are in-
st of success stories in tke private sector

nication.

What has to be admitted is the lack of en-
trepreneurship in the area. Apart from the
world’s longest sea resort in Cox's Bazar, we boast

a unique sea beach at Kua Kata, Patuakhali. If pub- -

lic sector initiative is not forthcoming, even pri-
vate initiatives could turn the spot into a really
popular destination for foreign tourists. Eulogy

. this sea beach has nof been de-
veloped In the least. It is a question of what we
want to do, we cannot do. A tourism network,
even in a limited way, can prove that people in
the West are really interested in our country i is
we who are at fault by not creating a suitable envi-
ronment for hosting them.

promotion of domestic tourism
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HE spirit of the of
tizens ol Is
captured ina
poster al the ta-Herze-

govina Information Centre in
London. It reads: "If a bhllet
me tondght | won't die ol

th — but love. Sarajevo, a
city worth dying for.”

Of the r people who
work at the centre, two, in-
cluding Azemina Abdura
hmanovie, recently lelt
Sarajevo. Their parents remain
in the besleged city. With little
ﬂlﬂ:ﬁ. thelr worries are end-

"None of them wants to
leave,” says Abdurahmanovic.
It is their priority to heep
going and see the city free

5‘“ is that has

ra A
made “F“’m HWM on the
world map more than once
this century. On June 28,
1914, Archduke Francis Fer-
dinand of Austria-Hungary was
assassinated there,
the beginning of World War
One. The dismantling of
Yugoslavia has now brought war
back to Eu and generated
its biggest crisis since
World War Two.

Bosnia-Herzegovina was nol
always riddled with conflict.
On the contrary, ethnic coop-
cration has been its hallmark.
Bosnian culture showed re-
markable resilience as great
empires clashed. Religions —
Jewish, Christian and Muslim
— intermarried, Catholic and
Orthodox faiths intersected
and Austro-Hungarian and
Ottoman empires overlapped.

Each empire has left a mark
on the culture and architec-
ture of Bosnia. "You can feel it

in the people — they are a bit
different from others iIn
Europe and a bit of something
Eastern,” says Abdyra-
hmanovic, "It is a unique
mixture.”

Sa is situated along

the Miljatsha River, in a valley
Manked by two mountains,
Creposljsko to the north and
Trebevic to the south. In the
city, which had a population of
535,000 before the war, archi-

tecture is distinct according (o

historical influcnces.

The cast end of city s
called the Bascarsfja or his:

toric Muslim quarter, where
Otioman influcnee is obvious.

Mosques and Byzantine bufld-

by Andrea Khan

Sarajevo — a City Worth Dying for

For ten months the city of Sarajevo has been under virtual siege. The agony grows

supplies low. Operations often carried out without anaesthetic. Little

heating. No

cook. It is another chapter in a long history of a famous city. Sarajevo has

backyard for the clashing of great Mediterranean empires: Catholicism and the Orthodoxy
and the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires. Gemini News Service profiles one of
Europe's most history cities.

ings are more common, as are
narrow cobble-stone sircets
and open markets.

To the west of Bascarsija
lies the Sweel Corner or
Slatke Cose where Austiro-
Hu architecture moetls
Otteman architecture. Ca-
thedrals and Gothic buildings
Are ComeTon.

Sanda Kelar, of the Bosnia

Project Refugee Council in
Londen, originally from
says the two arcas are

very distinet. Yet they are
bn—isl:zc for Sarajevans.
“Within minutes walking
distance of Slatko Cose, there
is a Catholic Cathedral,
Orthodox Cathedral, the Great
Mosque and the Jewish
Synagoguc,” says Kolar.
According to thg Yugoslav
custom of naming streets afler
distinguished historical [fig-
ures, Titova or Marshal Tho

The beseiged city

Street stretches the extent of
the efty centre. In opriate
fashion, Yugoslav Peoplc's

Army Street runs closely paral-
kel

Kolar says that there is little
in the way of monumenis to
Archduke Ferdinand — “jusl a
couple of footprints on the

t near the river, and a
plaque.” She says children are
taught to view the assassins,
Gavrilo Princip, as a hero who
kept the Austro-Hungarian
Empire at bay. His legacy has
carngd him more rewarding
monuments: the Prinelp
bridge and the Gavrilo Princip
Musecum.

The history of the Bosnian
people dates back to the 7th
Century when Slavic tribes
moved into the arca now
recognised as Bosnia. Three

centuries later and through,

the Middle Agces, the Easi met

West as Orthodox and Catholie
rcligions interiwined in
Bosnia.

Al the end of the Middic
1463 w0 1787,

sociely. A new spirftual and
cultural framcwork was cre-
ated, forming the basis ol con-
temporary Bosnian sociely.
Scphardt Jews, banished from

Portugal and Spain, moved into
the arca

The present site of Sara
was not setitled until the late
14008, beeause with hills sur-
rounding t, bombardment and
caplure was casy.

The trony of the prescnl-
day situation does nol eseape
Marian Wenzel. a historian
commitied 1o salvaging
Bosmdan heritage. She says
“Sargjevans are now sullering

from what was afraid
would happen years agp.”
It was nol untfl 1878, when
Bosnia passed over to Ausiro-
Hungarian rule, that Ewropcan
inflluences changed Bosnia.
The was halted by
World War One afler the assas-
stnation in of the heir
te the Austre-Hungarian

5

The life of Yugoslavia was
brief. It came into exisience
after the war iIn 1921 and be-
gan to unravel 60 years latcr,

alter the death of Tho,
who had to united
the ethnically diverse re-

Willilam Tribe, tcacher of
of na-

now rc-
sulted in some of the ethnical
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form.”

Today Ffghting
place in 80 per cent
territory and
most visfble target
There is a shortage of

waler and neo

2387

their hinges and virtually
trees are left standing.
forests surrounding the city
are ofl limits, because they are
held by . W out
of the door is a Nttle ke play-
ing Russian rouletic.

Hope is still found in
Sara where people combat
the fighting by refusing to give
inte cthnie lines. People of all
backgrounds work ther,

sharing their stoves cook-

ing - .
The way the cele-
brated Eve showed,

Ilt Year's
says Tribe, the “dogged de-
termination in Sarajevo not o
let situation get you down.”
ANDREA KHAN is a gradu-
ate student in journalism at
the University of Western
Ontario, in Canada. She is on
an internship at Gemini News
Seruvice.

Our Geo-Economic Position: The Dragon Connection

by Avik Sanwar Rahman

' OURGEOIS indusiry
and commerce crecate
these material condi-

tions of a new world in the

samc way as geological re-
volution have created the
surface of the earth.' This fa-
mous conclusive remark on
india by Karl Marx has its
significance, even now, within
the national of any
nation. In fact, Marx holds

| that, so long as this universal-

ity of the market has not
rcached its ultimate geograph-
ical Hmit, capitalism has not
yect reached its apex. Only
when this process reached its
culmination with the opening
of Japan and China to Weslern
trade, then only could the in-
tcrnal process of decomposi-
tion and change be expected
o slart.

- The geographical positions
have had played an important
rolc throughout the world his-
tory. The significance of the
localion was started with the
control of the river-water and,
later, of the trade-route. The
rise and fall of any ruler or of
any kingdom was based on
'who controlled the trade-
route? Many of the greatest
wars had been fought over this
issue. The 1956 'Suej Canal
War' between Egypt and Greal
Britain aptly suggests point as
a recent past instance. Some
authorities even think that the
‘Crusadce’ was patronized by the

. ropeans,

‘'merchants of Venice' who had
long dreamed of dealing
‘Byzantium® a blow [or
suprcmacy in the Medite-
rranean trade. And, a new sca-
route to India had becomc a
dire necessity for the Eu-

when Turks con-
trdlled the land-route.

The great English poet
Milton speaks in 'Paradise
Lost’ of "the wealth of Ormus
and of Ind”; indeed, the wealth
of India was proverbial in
times long past. It was tales of
gold and silver, diamonds and
rubies, silks and brocades,
musk and , and above
all spices and muslin, that
fircd the tion of distant
pcoples and made them covet
the riches of India. While
Cylone (Shri Lanka) was [a-
mwus for spices the traders
had to come lo Bengal lor its
muslin. Trade and commerce
developed in Bengal well be-
fore the birth of Christ'.

Trade and its geographical
position made Bengal a mecl-
ing placc of East-Wesl Lrade.
According to Cary . and
Warmington, Tamralipti [(a
port in East Bengal) was one of
the few places where Greeck
and Chinese traders and sea-
men met as carly as the first
century. The outward move of
Bengal civilization is traced in
the ancient Chinesc literature.
There it was stated that
‘Annam’ in 'Champa camc un-

e B . .

der the rule of 'Bongolong’
about 700 BC. The Mauryan
Empire (4th-2nd century B C )
had its base in the Bihar-
Bengal region with its provin-
cial capital at Pundranagara
(Mahasthan). The . the
Gupta, and the Pal, at least
1300 years of Buddhist rule
made the forerunner of
South-East Asian civilization.

A long time had passed
since the end of the Buddhist
rule in Bengal. Now, we're an
indcpendent nation known to
the world as Bangladesh. But,
unfortunately we're still iden-
tified with the ‘Indian Sub-
Continent’. Naturally, our peo-
ple recognize India as our
‘next-door neighbour’. We ex-
peet everything must come
from the West! It was not till
the ‘Rohingya’ refugees made
us aware of our another *next-

door neighbour’ in the East — -

Myanmar (Burma).

Let's take a view of our po-
sition in the world-map. In the
cast ol Bangladesh there is
Myanmar; in the north-cast of
Myanmar there are China,
Hong Kong, Taiwan, South and
North Korea, and Japan; in the
south-east of Myanmar there
are Thafland, Laos, Vietnam;
and in the far-south-east there
are Malaysia, Singapore, Indo-
nesia, Brunei, and the Phili-
ppines.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

Award for
freelancers

Sir, Your editorial plea

(Star, Jan 26) for awards for

our Hmited [reelancers is con-

siderate and broad-minded,

notwithstanding the pettifog-
ging of our politicians.

In the developing countries,
the editors are ed with all
kinds of contributions — inti-
mations of the divine discon-
tent in man — mostly profane,
and some sublime, [or two rea-
sons: limited outlets, and lim-
fted purchasing power. The
outputs are also severely im-
fted, matching with the lack of
opportunity, training and ex-
perience.

What is not readily realised
by the lay mind is that a fertile
imagination is no substitute for
the craft of writing: nor = .-
thusiasm a sign of gontus, The

is sharp-
at one end,
while the editor's blue pencil
is blunted at the other end.
The patienee of the editorial
staflf in dealing compassion-
ately with raw genius is ad-

mirable, worth emulating at
national level.
At the other end of the

scale, yellow journalism in
made to flourish to patronise
the new fashion of democracy
— an art to be cultivated by the
artless. The patronisation of
the printed media must not
exceed the psychological bar-
rier of taka Exr daily — erudi-
tion comes cheap in this part
of the world.

As a reader, let us encour-
age the editors to offer a free
berth to literature in a hurry.

A PMeased Reader,
Dhaldery

Repatriating stranded
Pakistanis

Sir, | would like to bring to
the notice of the authorities
through your esteemed daily
that there s a bright possibil-
ity of repatriating the stranded
Pakistanis here, to their home-
land, on the Biman [lights
which fliles empty to bring
Bangladeshi Hajis back home
afver the Hajj is over.

| understand the expenscs
for repatriation are becing
borne by Rabita Al Islam. By
initiating a negotiation with
Government of Dangladesh,
Rabita may succeed to send
back the refugees at a lesser
cost which will bring income
to Bangladesh Biman at the
same time helping the
stranded Pakistanis to go back
home.

Abdur Rahim
Rankin Street, Dhaka

Use of natural gas in
the transportation
sector

Sir, The new US Energy
Sccrelary is using a car run by
natural gas. What is wrong with
our Ministers? President
Clinton' is reported to be con-
centrating on more use of nat-
ural gas during the next
decade. As for local news,
supply to Mymensingh has just
been inaugurated; but the Titas
Gas Supp nt in the news-
papers make no mention of
the use of natural gas in the
road transport sector, espe-
cially by the heavy vehicles
such as buses and trucks.

‘ We have been reading and
hearing about this project for
so many yecars, but nothing
concrele has been announced
or is being done. The use of

gas in vehicles is a long-term
project, involving the creation

_historic ‘bridge

The natural asset of

is iis access to the
open occan, the value of which
is so readily nt when
one considers the logistical
and - political problems of
land countries, such as
Through the ‘Bay of Bengal,
there is easy access lo the
‘Indian Ocecan and the major
lanes of international shipping.
This is of paramount impor-
tance to a country which sis,
and will remain, dependent on
trading for the maintenance of
an adequalte standard of living.
But this is not 'all in all.” A
country also nceds a land-rout
for its trade. For that reason,
to connect the land-route with
the Far-Eastern countrics

Myanmar appears to be a logi- -

cal choice.

Our policy-makers must
take this fact into serious con-
sideration, because we can also

st our cconomy by tirade

commerce as it is in the
case of Singapore. Though tLhe
people of Myanmar are striving
for democracy against the au-
tocratic mil rule, thecre is
still one thing to hope. The
on the river
Kawii’, that had been de-
stro by the allied bombing
in the WW-II, has been rebuilt
recently to connect the land-
route between Rangoon and

_——— e e . T T T T T T

of proper infrastructure at
various horizontal and vertical
levels. The paper planning and
exercises are long and com-
plex, involving foreign techni-
cal collaboration and financial
tic-ups.

It is high time to have the
Bismilla ceremony, consider-
ing our high class lethargy in
taking off on any project. Why
unnecessarily import crude oil
for petrol and diesel when
conversion to natural gas

rime mover would save mil-
ions of dollars in foreign ex-
change in even a shorl pcriod
of ten years? It is not a new or

high technology.

Before concentrating on
anything else we have 1o con-
trol our Brownian movement
andbdphl-emuc temperament
~— led by the politicians.

A Mawaz
Dhaboa

Piano recital

Sir, The piano recital by the
British musical team, telecast
by Bangladesh Television on
Jamuary 23, was quite enter-
taining. We congratulate the
British artistes for their mag-
nificent performance and our
thanks to BTV for producing
the programme,

M Zahidul | laque

Assistant rofessor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Instituie, Dhaka

Bangkok. It is an indication of
pouring 'waler inte the winc'.
Whatever the way il is, one
thing stands clear that we've to
look for the East. Becausc, the
change in the then Sovict
Union and East Europe shows
that the ‘polteal aid’ fron) the
West is going to be reduced;
. . e
West, though ly strong,
are not economically as strong
as the countries in the East;
and because, we belong to the
East and could play a vital role
for the East-West trade, al
least, of Asta.

Mcanwhile, the world is al-
ready breaking up into regional
trade blocs. The regional
groupings like NAFTA (North
American Free Trade Arran-
gement}), EC (European
Community), and AFTA
[ASEAN Free Trade Area) arc
by delinition protectionist
blocs, as they are all striving
for a commen market.- Tough
there arc fears of comtradic-
tion, there are also hopes of
growing markets and
‘consumptionism.” The ASEAN
planned to increase its meni-
ber from 6 to 10 which in-

cludes Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia, and Myanmar. And,
when Myanmar is our 'nest-
door neighbour we could also
welcome this change. While
ASEAN is becoming over-
whelmingly an ‘economic bloc’,
unfortunately, or SAARC re-

Sir, Since last October we
have been suffering from gas
problem. Now-a-days has be-
come almost unbearable.” The
supply goes off in the morning
around 7.30 or B.00 and re-
sumes as late as 2.20 or
2.45pm. |t is winter and | have
two little kids and office going
husband. It has simply become
very much troublesome for me
to cope with .everything in
minutes. Should the authort-
lics take note of it and do their
bit at the earliest?

Mrs Suraiya Habib
14 /2 Tallabag Monthar Road

Gigatola. Dhaka

Repayment of bank
loans

idity position of
depends upon
the recovery position of its
loan. In order to gquicken the
recovery of locked up money
the present government pub-
lished a long list of defaulters
and urged upon them o repay
the loans. At one stage the
government pressed upon the
bankers to go for money suit
cases where the chance of re-
payment is bleak. The ministry
also collected list of big bor-
rowers to monitor recovery
position. The different cham-
bers of commerce, indusiry
and trade requested the gov-
ernment to exempt certain

Sir, The
a bank large

1 portion of interest and allow

mains a ‘cultural bloe'. Appa-
rently it appears, as long as
SAARC is not going to play the
vital role of (rade and
commerce, we've to look be-
yond the SAARC. Besides,
there are other countries, in
the north-east Asia, like China,
Japan which have no ‘trade
bloe’. Recently, Chinese
Communist Party sup-
ported the ‘economic reforma-
tion plan’ of Den Xiaoping and
consequently turned te the
'market economy'. Again, the
visit of the Japanese Emperor
to China indicates that there
could be another regional con-
ncction in the north-east.

[However, this is for the first
time, since the Industrial
Revolution, the world has
turned its eyes to the East
The national wealth of the
Asian countries are being
counted in the 'world econ-
omy'. But, unfeortunately,
Bangladesh has no role to play
in this sphere. It is our dis-
grace that being a geographi-

cally favourable country (regio-
nally and naturally) we've

nothing (o give to the world.

Let's ‘give and take', let's trade.
Our geo-cconomic position

shows that we could play a vital
role for the 'cast-west connec-
tion'. Let's be a part of the land
that time forgot — the land
where 'Dragons’ still survive —
the ‘Dragon Connection’

them some time to repay the
loans. Accordingly the gov-
ernment announced policy of
interest exemption upto cer-

tain period,

But what about the recovery
position? Has it improved sub-
stantially? We assume still
thousands of crores of Taka is
lying unrecovered. Of late the
government jg also not speak-
ing anything harsh regarding
recovery of loans. As a result
the repayment behaviour of the
borrowers is becoming bad.
Loan r-:png'ment discipline is
very much essential in any
lending house. If there is any
erratic behaviour in repay-
ment, the lending houses will
not be inclined to go for more
loans. In our case, the bankers
who are burdened with
bad loans are afraid of giving
new loans because there is no
certainty of getting back the
money. And they are not

pumping out money to the new
invests.

Bankers will be inspired to
give new loans when they are
satisflied that the legislative ar-
rangemenit will make their
fund te return smoothly. The
bank money is depositors’
mo and bankers are the
custodians of the depositors. It
is the dul, .i the bankers to
safeguard the deposited money
of the general public.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Kalabagan, Dhaka



