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A Battle Royal in

Malaysia

A "Battle Royal” in Malaysia is reaching its cli-
max later this month when constitutional
amendments, approved by the country's parlia-
ment on 18-20 January, limiting the immunity
from prosecution for the f[ederation's nine
Sultans, become law, with or without the assent
ol the King. Interpretations vary on the fale ol the
amendments in case the King, one of the Sultans
elected on a five-year term. refuses the consent.
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad who is lead-
ing the crusade, from closed door conference
halls to the floor of the parliament, to reduce the
prerogatives, Insists that after some changes
made in the constitution in 1985, the amend-
ment would automatically become law 30 days al-
ter it was passed by the parliament. This is what
makes 18-20 February so crucial in Malaysia's
contemporary history.

The new eration of Malaysian politicians,
especially of the dominant Malay race, have al-
ways argued against the Sultans and their sons
enjoying far too much privileges. the immunity
irom prosecution on wide-range crimes and ex-
travagant life styles. The whole concept of the
rulers providing a continuity in the system, with
the Sultans serving as symbols of Malay
supremacy in a multi-racial and multi-religious
country, has been steadily losing its validity.

In the present case, the move o limit raya’
privileges was sparked off in lale November by
the alleged assault of a school hockey coach by
the Sultan of Johor. the state bordering
Singapore. The existing immunily protects the
ruler from facing the court, while a cross section
of Malaysians of all races no longer approve of the
outdated shield that places the Sultan of Johor
and other rulers above the law.

Al the head of the campaign to limit the privi-
leges, especially the immunity from prosecution,
lor the Sultans is none other than the Prime
Minister, Dr Mahathir whose middle class back-
ground, political education and profession — he is
a medical doctor — make him something of an
adversary of much that goes on in and around the
constitutional monarchy and the palaces of the
Sultans. A modern forward-looking and a some-
whal aggressive personality is out to cut the
Sultans to their sizes, minus much of their ill-
used [ringe benefits. At this moment, he seems (o
have no intention of turning against the system as
such. Any move to abolish the monarchy would
certainly be resisted by the Malays, especially in
rural areas. However, if the rulers refuse to adjust
to the changing times or decline to accept the
constitutional amendments in good grace, there
is a clear danger of a deadlock being reached be-
tween the two sides, Primeé Minister supported
by a sizable majority of people and the Sultans
who seem to enjoy the backing from a breakaway
section of the ruling party. '

Although Malay politicians generally react to a
diflicult situation with caution, usually looking [lor
a compromise, close associates of the Prime
Minister have started talking about resolving the
deadlock by rewriting the entire constitution. a
drastic move that could well mean suspendin
the present constitution and declaring a state o
emergency. In a country where politics has so far
been dominated by national consensus, this will
mean a major shift in the ethos of the nation. One
sincerely hopes that no matter how the present
deadlock is resolved, the federation's stability and
its conlinuing economic progress will remain un-

aflected. :
To Poetry then

February, from its very first day, brings in a
change in the air. Of Dhaka, to be sure, and the
other cities as well. Possibly ol all our urban set-
tlements and perhaps of all of Bangladesh. A
premature bul spiritually very real spring de-
scends on and overtakes a poor material rt:ﬁ —
thanks to the Great Language Movement and its
undying remembrance.

Although it looks very much so, nevertheless it
is not only unfair but also hall-true to say that
whatever change the advent of February brings is
all ritvals and nothing beside. Even the most
powerfully dynamic things tend to be canonized
into a stillness of statuary. Although ritualism is
far from the end of an institution or a movement,
some of the latler phenomena do tend to rejuve-
nate themselves from within, displaying a kind of
self-correcting mechanism used to be called
revolulion within the revolution'. For the seventh
?;ear running the National Poetry Festival has

een doing exactly that to the big month-lon

happening we call 'Ekushey’. If the Festival has al-
ready been showing signs of ageing and stultify-
ing itsell into inanimity, how can one detract its
glorious role in frontally taking on military dicta-
torship and heaping a most ignominious defeat
on that? And néither can one diminish in any way
the potential the National Poetry Festival has in
engaging the smallness of mind harking back to
medievally mean sectarianism. In fact that was
the keynote struck by dilferent speakers on the
occasion of the inauguration of the Festival on
Monday.

The Festival, ennobled by the hero's death of
Patua Qamrul Hassan on it dias. has, for some
time indeed. been forced to go more for sloga-
neering than for genuine poetry, for a set of very
understandable reasons. This year's motto
Victory to Bangla, Viclory to Kabita' however
promises a change of the outlook. This motto. as
a first and very significant merit, is singularly
positive,

The Poetry Festival has done much. Perhaps it
has still much more to do. And that mighty 'more’
will take one mighty thing to achieve. Real good
poetlry — not cliches and, God save us, no more
slogans. Tagore said of his songs — in one of his
numbers — pran porano gaaner agun jaala — mak-
ing the fire that's a song by burning the fuel of
one’'s inner life. Was it Emily Dickinson who said,
It takes life to love life'? O, poets, our dear, mad
and prophetic ones, now on to the real stuff then
as hinted by Rabindranath and Emily. No more
the depraving slogans, but lines having souls that
contaminate every woman and man with hwnan-
ity — with love and daring.
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' ComEulsog Primary Education

A Two-tier Integrated System can Achieve the Goal

ANGLADESH Govern

ment has announced

introduction of Comp-
ulsory Primary Education
(CPE] all over the country from
the current academic session
i.e. beginning January 1993
Earlier in the 80s, a policy to
universalise education
(UPE) was adopted, and more
than 40 per cent of develop-
ment budget in the education
sector was allocaled to imple-
ment two UPE projects il
1990, It resulted in creating
public awareness about the
im nce of education for

children and some improve-

ment in primary infrastruc-
lure. But the programme
limped along, and the ex

pected breakthrough in uni-
versalising primary education
did not come about. Making al-
lowance for the inflated en-

rollment figures and other
inaccuracies in reporting, it is
believed that currently 65 to
70 per cent of 6-10 years old
children (around 11 million)
get enrolled in schools. Of
them, over 60 per cent drop
out hefore completing 5-year
cycle of primary education. For
example, of 4.09 million chil-

dren enrolled in class | in
1986, 1.51 million (36.9]1%)
survived upto class V in 1990,
Of them, 0.84 million, or over
55% got admitted in class VI
ol secondary schools in 1991.
This is 20.62% of the cohort of
1986. (source : BANBELIS),

The government, however,
claim satisfactory performance
of primary education which
has led them to take the above
bold and even audacious deci-
ston. They might be referring
to the CPE programme im-
plemcnted last year in 68

thanas — one in each of 64 dis-
tricts in the country plus lour

other thanas.

Official statistics aparl, we
may discuss the stale of pre-
paredness of the government
to expand the CPE programime
throughout the country during
the span of one year only.

Response from
Community

In a programme like CPE,

EFORMATION in South
Africa, the 1991 larare
Declaration on “fair and
just government” and the
demisc of communism in
Europe have generated a new
¢ra of endeavour and eo-

operation between the 50
member countries of the
Commonwealth.

This fraternity of nations, a
positive legacy of Britain's im-
perial past, is a chameleon
with a rare instinect for sur-
vival, always reflecting and
adapting to world events. Its
activities have grown to em-
brace fields of cooperation
unequalled in the world and
never envisaged at its found-

Today, the Commonwealth's
major concerns still include
democracy and basic human
rights but also embrace debt
reliel for the rest members
of the vlub, equality for
women, universal access to
education, conservation — it is
pioneering a challenging ex-
periment on the sustainable
management of tropical forests
— the fight against AIDS and
combating drug abuse and traf-
ficking.

The Commonwcealth is ad-
ministered by a secretariat —
based in London — and a multi-
layered network of more than
25 organisations, bringing to-
gether nurses, magistrates,
trade unionists, journalists, ar-
chitects, surveyors, parliamen-
tarians, educationalists and
profcssionals of every kind. All
arc engaged in improving the
welfare of the 1.3 billion
Commonwealth citizens, rep-
resenting a third of the world's
population,

Unity and Diversity
The membership of the
Commonwealth, — a free asso-
ciation of sovereign indepen-
dent states, including depen-
dent territories — is spread
across the world, containing a
varicty of religions, and diver-
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byMnhmoodAminulhlam

With the coming Ekushey in mind, the author has suggested a two-tier integrated and
cost effective system of primary education to achieve the goal of Compulsory Primary
Education (CPE). Children will attend classes I and Il in community supported feeder
schools, and complete the next three years of education — III, IV, and V — at primary

schools.

enthusiastic responsc fron the
community to send primary
age children lo school and
take active interest in their
education till completion of
studies s of vital importance,

This enthustaam is taken 40 bo
largely missing now. There are
to-day 37,655 government
primary schools. Each has a
school managing committee to
assist in the managcment of
the school. Formed with rep
rescntatives of parents and the
community the commitiee, as
a rule, remains inactive The
primary teachers who tome
from the local community
could have [ostered sirong
school-community relations
through their personal cxam-
ple of dedication to work and
professional competlence. Bul
by and large, they do not have
the right attitude and motiva-
tion. It is essential, therefore,
to win back the trust and con-
fidence of both the community
and the teachers for successlul
implementation of CPE pro-
gramme. Mcasures which will,
on the one hand, invest the
school management commit-
tee with powers to elfectively
deal with the affairs of the
school and, on the other hand,
associate teachers in the deci-
sion making process at appro-
priate levels of planning and
implementation, and make
thom aceountable 1o the eong:
munity may have o be devised.

The sceond important con-
cern of CPPE would be 1o make
provision ol enough classroom
space to cope with the ox-
pected surge in enrollment.
Primary schools are mostly 3-
roomed slructure nceeessitat:
ing holding of classes in two

shifts — the first shift of 2
hours for classes | and 11, and
the scvond shift of 2 1/2 hours
for classes 111, IV and V. Even
then, many schools cannot ac-
commodate all enrolled stu-
dents. The problem has not
appcarcd o be so acute due to
poor dafly atiendance, averag-
ing 50O-60 per vont in most of
the schools Suggestions have

been made to build new
s hools. But belore that is
donc the c¢xisting schools

should be cxpanded and 1m-
provid keeping in view the
growth tn enrollment in the
immoediate Tuture. However, it
will be necessary 1o construct
school butldings, in un-
schooled arcas. Urging parents
to send their children to
school has 1o be matched with

adequate provision of class--

room space and other physical
[acilitics.

In planning space requir
ment for CPE, handicapped
children cannot be left oul. But
there appears 1o be no clear
cut government policy on their

schooling. With some training

and spccially designed teach-
ing aids primary teachers
should be able to handle hand-
lcapped children in classreom
situation excepting the sev-
crcly handicapped ones.

The third coneern will be
the quality ol edueation which

lwnds o be ovverlooked in
fquest of enrollment. The cur-
riculum and the quality of
leaching affect the learning
outcome. But there are other
[actors which tell upon the
quality. Textbooks are now
supplicd tree every year at a
huge cost, while the students,

by Jim Kelsey

sity, the members have many
things in common, and in
their aspirations they enjoy a
rcemarkable degree of unity and
coordination,

Democratic Values

Membership depends on
shared traditional and demo-
cratic valucs and the primary

usc of English — the lingua
franca of this international
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tary-General,
Anyaoku.

Chief Emeka

brotherhood of nations. The
strength of the veluntary
assembly is nol only democ-
racy but the similar systems
and institutions each has in-
herited from the colonial past
in government, law, education

and trade. Political dialogue is -

one of the Coemmonwecalth's
greatest strengths and one Lo
which all members arc com-
mitted.

South Africa's policy of in-
stitutionalised racial discrimi-
nation was always a major pre-
occupation of the biannual
Commonwealth Heads of Go-:
vernment Conferences [CHGC).
With the dismantling of
apartheid in prospect, ag-
reemcnt has been reached to
wind down sanctions and sce
what can be donce to help
South Alrica — a former mem-

ber of the Commonwealth — to
move towards democracy.

Fundamental Principle

Britain's Prime Minister,
John Major, intreduced the
“fair and just government” re-
quircment for members that
was endorsed at the [Harare
CHGC in 1991. A [undamental
principlc of the family, it has
in a few cases, been ignored,
but in the new rejuvenated
Commeonwealth, members are
putting things right. The
Commonwealth Secretariat has
already scnt constitutional ex-
perts and observers to mem-
ber countries preparing to re-
turn to democratic rule. Ten
missions have beecn under-
taken so far, the latest to
lesotho and the Sychelles.

The evolution of the
Commonwealth began with the
introduction of sell-govern-
ment in Canada in the 1840s;
Australia, New Zealand and
South Africa beccame indepen-
dent from Britain before World
War . The name Common-
wealth was suggested to the
[mperial War Cabinet in 1917
by the South African diplomat
and later prime minister, Jan
Christian Smuts. |

The modern Common-
wealth began with the entry of
independent India and
Pakistan in 1947, and of Shri
Lanka {then Ceylon) in 1948.
The CHG then decided that
allegiance to the same
monarch need not be a condi-
tion of membership — though
they accepted the British
monarch as a symbol of the
free association of the inde-
penduent member nalions and.
as sugh, as the Head of the
Commonwcalth ~ aned this was
a preeedent for a number of
other members.

It is not possible here to list
all the Commonwealth's
achicvements, but cach mem-
ber henelits in ald or trade
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

. Neutrality:
contribution

Sir, Congratulation for two
editorfals, "lrresponsible Stu-
dents” and "Honouring Dr F R
Khan® published in The Daily
Star on January 14. However,
the following obscrvations are
added:

Every one speaks of newtr- ;-
ity, however, verv .. people
would remember that neutral-
ity calls for justice, love, good
work and peace, etc within
some principles: "Do to the
other people that you would
them do unto you" which is
almost absent now. "Only on

the balance of the good work
thou shalt be saved” which is
out of practice now. A train can
run smoothly on two rails only
provided the wheels arc equal.
Freedom of the conscience,
democratic and human rights
of the other people to be en-
sured.

However, none of these
principles had been touched in
the first editorial. As per the
editorial, two honourable min-
isters had gone to save the
teachers and not the law of the
couniry. 'Conscquently, it is
clear that our children, who
arc sent to the universitivs lor
studies, arc being used by the

political paritics/politicians /
leaders and so on.

Dr F R Khan and many sons
ol the country had carned good
name¢ and fame in the coun-
tries outside the country, how-
ever, the second editorial did
not tell us what they had done
lor the country itself,

Anedrew 1) Costa
Hemendra Das Road, Dhaka
Of writing

Sir, Ms Nahtasha Kamal
took much trouble to write a
lot with reference to my letter
dt. 4.12.92 (rel: Her letter dt.
6.1.93).

In fact, the invitation for
articles was made to the mem-
bers of the Association of
British Counecil Scholars
[ABCS). The address for send-
ing the articles didn't appear
in the letter for one reason or
another. | had, however, made
the comment on the art of
writing 1o generalize the sub-
ject.

s

mostly poor, lind it hard to buy
writing materials to kecp up
with class work. It is, however,
possible to economise on text-
books through re-use (as sug
gesied by experts), and utifse
the savings for supply of writ-
ing materials. Secondly, pre-
sC is nol recognised in
primary system. [Jut 6-year-old
children most of whom eome
from poor, f{lliterate [amilics
with
handicaps badly need some
preparation before they begin
formal schooling. This can be
donc at littke extra cost by in-
legrating preparalory learning
in the school curriculum of
classes | and 1, treated as an
undivided unit of instruction.

The period of two years can be

divided into three stages of
lcarning instead ol the present

iwo. This has been donc in
non-formal mode of teaching.

lastly, there should be enough

leachers in a school. A teacher
student ratio of meore than
1:40 does not lead to eflective
teaching and students’ per-
formance sharply drops,

Financing of Programme

The most serfous concern
ol CPE will be financing of the
programme. In 1990-91 an

amount of Tk 5052 million was
schools

spent on primary
(aboul 94 per cent of primary
cducalion budgetl) as recurrent
vxpenditure mainly to pay [or
teachers salary, And an amount
of about Tk 1049 million was
spenl on construction/ren-
ovation of school buildings,
supply of furniture and
textbooks, and training of
leachers and administrators.
The present level of expendi-

- The New Commonwealth Era

from belonging to the club,
and the rich countrics help
the poor in a varety of ways.
The Commonwealth Fund
for Technical Cooperation
[CFTC)] — Lhe operational arm
of the Commonwealth Secrc-

‘tariat —is currently promoting

the rolec of women in environ-
mental projects. Worldwide it
is also providing 350 spe-
cialists to advise on ecconomic
development, is training 5000
technicians, is active in 60
marketing projects, and s
helping to establish or improve
100 industirial concerns.

Training Workshops

The CFTC finances the Food
Production and Rural Develop-
ment Division, which support
training workshops in emcr-
gent Commonwealth countries
for improving and upgrading
the living standards of small
farmers and landless people,

The Commonwealth Sci-
ence Council concentrates on
natural resources managemoent
— the exploitation of mineral,
biological and energy res-
ources and providing scicntific
training for member countries.

Last year, the Common-
wealth Development Corpo-
ration [CDC), financed by the
United Kingdom's Oversecas
Development Administration,
invested £1248 million in
economic cnlerprises in
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean,
Latin Amcrica and the Pacific
Islands. Although the CDC is
committed to Commonwealth-
based projects, it also provides
finance for numerous ventures
in non-member countrics.

In a world poised as it is be-
tween thce opportunily for
progress and the possibility of
conflict the Commonweallh
parallels the United Nations in
promoting political dialoguc,
cooperation, the well-being of
humanity and world peace.

The writer is London Press

Service Special Correspondent | feeder schools. There will be
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Nu publishing authority,
cspecially of newspapers, and
journals or magazines can
guarantee publication ol any
writer's work. It is the merit,
credibility etc of the work
which will ¢nsure tts publica-
tion.

M Zahidul Haqgue
Editor, ABCS Journal, Dhaka

Why not in Bosnia?

Sir, The US and its. coali-
tion partners established a no-
fly zone to protect the Shiites
and Kurdish Muslims in south-
ern and northern Iraq. The US
and its coalition partners have
already hit non-military targets
killing civillans in Basra. There
was no prior notice, timing
whatsoever for such atlack.
The sleeping civilians could
not imagine that such attack
would come upon them when
no war was raging. Whereas
the Serbs are killing Muslims
of Bosnia-Herzegovina. About
20000 helpless women have

poor vocabulary and other
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ture has been kept low because
of resource constraints. and
docs not give a realistic esti-
male (excepting for textbooks
provided [ree to each student)
of per pupil requirements of
additional space and teachers
and other school facilitics
which have to be provided for
effective teaching-learning.
Only, employment of addi-
tional teachers and construe-
tion of extra classrooms will
greatly push up expenditure on
primary education. Efforts have
to be made to make primary
education cosi effective and in-
ternally effictent. In this re-
speet the BRAC programme of
non-formal primary education
deserves serious attention.

The BRAC model, based on
the of small commu-
nity feeder schools, is a
3-year programme for chil-
dren. A group of 30 children
who sit on mats in a room of a
thaiched house in the village
‘(taken on rental of about Tk
100/- a month) constitutes the
class. A teacher, usually a
woman, with 9-10 years of
schooling and locally recruited
on a salary of Tk 500/- takes
the class after an initial train-
ing of 10-15 days. The school
situated within the safety of
the neighbourhood and within
casy walking distance of chil-
dren, runs for 2 1/2 hours a
day six days a week without
long vacation. There is no for-
mal examination but childrens’
pecrformance is  evaluated
through weekly and monthly
tests. Due to small stze of the
class the teacher can pay indi-
vidual attention to all the stu-
dents. Nominal rent paid for
hiring accommodation for the
classroom and small teacher
salary have slashed down the
two major items of expendi-
ture on school buildings and
tcachers incurred in a primary
cducation programme. On
completion of studies, stu-
dents generally enrol in local
primary schools in class [V/V.
The programme, founded on
strong school-community rela-
tions in closely supervised.

The monthly co-ordination
mecting between the teachers
apd the supervisor is utlised
for recurrent training.
Incidence of drop-out is al-
most nil. Learning competen-
cies atltained by the students
are comparable as, reportedly,

they do well on joining pri-

mary schools.

THE SUGGESTION

TWO-TIER PRIMARY EDU-
CATION SYSTEM: The BRAC
mode] described above has al-
tracted worldwide attention
and persuaded the government
to start a non-formal primary
education programme through
NGOs. A number of satellite
schools in unschooled pockets
within catchment area of pri-
mary schools have also been
opencd in community pro-
vided structures and with fi-
nancial and adminisirative
support ol the government.

These schools are meant for
6/7 years old children (class |
and 1) and run by locally resi-
dent female teachers with sce-
ondary school certificate (10
years of schooling) on a
monthly pay of Tk 500/-. The
schools have proved to be
great success in terms of en-
rollment and community in-
volvement. Headteacher of the
local primary school assists in
the selection of teachers and
academic supervision. Opening
of more satellite schools is
now planncd.

The satcllite school idea
can be adapted as a two-tier
system of primary education.
The first tier will be a two-year
programme of instruction
(covering preparatory and
class | and II) to be tparted
by community supported

T
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been raped. The Serbs are not
listening to anybody. | don't
understand why the world
conscience is not focusing iis
full attention to the grave
things? And why the United
States of America 18 not yet us-
ing its power in Bosnia?

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
DGM. Sonall Bank, 1O, Dhaka

Babri mosque — a
parallel case

Sir. It was in 1913 thal in
spite of Ihe vigorous prolests
of the local Muslims, the
Cawnpore Municipality, while
broadening a road, demolished
a portion of a standing mosque.
The callousness of the UP
Government towards the relf
gious fleclings of the Muslims
turned the unfortunate incf
dent into an all-India issue. A
delegation of the Indian
Musliims went to England and
metl the representatives of the
British Government. At the di
rective of the Government,

sufficient number of such
schools 1o serve the necds of
smaller children residing in
different localities within the
catchment arca of a primary
school The primary school
will admit students in classcs
I, IV and V, and arrange for
their teaching in oene or two
shifts as required. This will re-
lleve the pressure on fmmedi
ate construction of new class-
rooms and employment of reg-
ular trained primary teachers
[on a salary of Tk 2000/ as
against Tk 500/- paid to
feeder school teachers) Some
existing primary schools may
have to be relocated on the ba-
sis of concentration of school
a e lation and other fac-
tors. re are roughly 100
primary schools in a thana, or
about 8 per union With 3
feeder schools attached to a
primary school there will be
about 24 feeder schools in a
unfon and 300 in a thana A
union council (UC] committee
with the UC chairman. word
members, headteachers of
primary schools and con-
cerned (TEO) can be formed
o decide on locatton of fveder
schools appomtment of teach-
ers, academic supcrviston (by
head teachers) and for co-or-
dination. A thana commitiee
with TNO, TEO. UC chairmen,
representalives of headteach-
ers [onc from cach unijon) and
other may be formed to over-
sce Lhe activilies of UC com-
mittees and 1o deal with ad-
ministration, managemoent and-
development of primary educa-
tton within thana jurisdiction,
Recruitment and training of
primary teachers and their
placement to thanas can be
done centrally as at present.
Facilities at primary training
institutes (PTis)] can be
utilised for short initial train

ing of leeder school leachers,

Local Level Planning

The proposed system will
function within the framework
of local level planning and im-
plcmentation. Each UC com-
mittce and cach primary
school will prepare their de-
mand of esscntial require-
ments according to planned
enroliment in fceder schools
and mother school following
given policy guidclines. These
will be conscolidated by the
thana commillee and sent
above for allocalion of re-
sources and other assistance. -

Schoal authorities and thara
nfliccrs have to be lfamiliar
with the techniques of enroll-
ment planning and preparation
of cost estimate for the ré-
quired items. This will khave
the additional advantage of di-
rectly involving the community
and the school in programme
planning and implementation.
An undcrstanding has to be
reached with the centre that
flunding requirements consoli-
dated at the thana level cannit
be ch.anged wilthoul prior con-
sultation.

Once it is decided 1o have
hundreds of feeder schools
under CPE programme, addi-
tional resources will have to be
mobilized. The question pf
levying a token education tax
to supplement the education
budget may be scriously con-
sidered. In the alternative a
Prime Ministers Children's
Fund may be created for rais-
ing flunds. There are many
public spirited and wealthy
pecople in the country who will
positively respond to an appeal
for donations for such a noble
cause,

Bangladesh Government is
te be congratulated for its
tuuragdgeous decision to intro-
duce compulsory primary edu-
cation all over the country, be-
ginning 1993, and cncourage
opcning of satcllite sehools
and non-formal primary edu-
cation in support of the pro-
gramme. A community sup-
portied two-tier intcgrated sys-
tem of primary education un-
der decentralised administra-
tion suggested in this article
scems to be the best option for
Bangladesh to achieve the goal
of CPE.

Mahniocod Aminul Islam is @ *
retired Additional Secretary,
Minisiry of Education
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Vievroy Lord Hardinge ook
necessary steps to repair the
mosque and resiore it its ear-
lier status. It is highly rcgret-
table thal in spite of the timely
and ecarnest appeals of the
indian Muslims and sancr sce-
tion of its non-Muslim popula-
tton, the Government of India
has ignominiously failed to
slup the demolition of the
Babri mosque, a place of wor-
ship and a historic monument.
The abject [ailure has not nnly‘
tarnished India's reputation as
a democracy but also um-
leashed a wide-scale persecp
tion against her largest reli
glous minority -~ the Mushims
In the interest ol justice
and respect for human rights,
it is upto the Government of
India te adopt meaningful
measures, without further de-
lay, toe - Luild the Babri
mosque and restore communal
harmony in the country

M N |l
Tejgaon, Dhaka



