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India one up against Englan

Hick alse had Sidhu
stumped for S7 when
more were needed, but child-

sircak for the Indians, who

Fletcher predicts
English comeback

CALCUTTA, India, Feb 2:
England’'s cricket ma
Keith Fletcher s confident his
team will bounce back in  the
three Test series against India
despite the eight wicket defeat
in the first Test here today,
reports AFP.

“This series is not over yet,
we will come back,” Fletcher
said as he led his boys out for a
training session at the Eden
Gardens after the match.

Fletcher defended the dect-
sion to field four seamers in-
stcad of two specialist spin-
ners on a wicket that assisted
siow turn from the first day.

"We thought the seamers
would get early purchase, but
our plans, went away after we
were bowled out for 163 in the
first innings."

“The boys batied better in
the second innings and | am
confident England will per-
form to full capacity as we try
to win the remaining two
Tests,” he said.

Fletoher called the umpir-
ing "very good” and paid hand-
some (ribute to Indian captain
Mohammad Azharuddin, who
hit 182 in the first :

1 think Azhar's batting
made all the difference in the
Test. He is a class player but
we will find ways to get at him
carly,” Fleicher said.

Meanwhile, the Indian se-
lectors have retained the win-
ning l4-man squad for the
second Test starting in Madras
on February 11. The third and
final Test will be played in

Bumh_nuy from February 18.

had only one victory to show in
their last 25 Tests — against
Shri Lanka on a spiteful track
in Chandigarh in November
1990.

On either side of that in
nings win was a dismal record
of four drawn Tests in Pakistan
in 1989, series losses in New
Zealand and England in 1990,
@ 4-0 rout in Australia last year
and defeats in both the Test
ang one-day secries in South

.!h.frk:n carlier this secason.

Some 30,000 jubilant

A o -8

previous |7 Tests as captain.

Azharuddin, who was ini-
tially named captain for only
the {irst Test and the opening
iwo one-day internationals.
was relained skipper for the
remaining two Tests and four
internationals.

"I was never really con-
cerned whether | was captain
or not,” Azharuddin told AFP as
Sidhu and Prabhakar raced to
victory.

‘Playing lor the country is
itsclf 4 great honour.”

Ipp‘r

in the first at the Eden

fans: were at hand to see the
last rites being performed.
letting off firecrackers as India
inched towards the victory
target.

They had a special cheer for
skipper Mohammad Azharu-
ddin, who broke free from a
lean patch to hit a brilliant 182
in India's first innings aflter
struggling to compile just 120
runs in six Test innings in
South Africa.

The victory was a s
answer to critics who gues-
tioned the 29-year-old
Hyderabad batsman's leader-
ship qualities after India lost
scven and won just one of his

Wohammad Azhar 1ddin holds
1

Charms Cup aloft after defeat :i Engls

the

d by eight wickets

, Culcutta yesterday.
—AFP photo

"But now that we have got
over the lean trot, we should
continue the wining ways in
the remaining two Tests.”

Azharuddin's hour ol glory
sourced counterpart Graham
Gooch's 100th Test match and
left England the awesome task
of winning both the back-to-
back , Tests in Madras
(February 11-15) and Bombay
(February 19-23) to clinch the
serics. "

India's heroes, besides their
captain, were the three spin-.
ners Anil Kumble, Venka-
tapathy Raju and debutant
Rajesh Chauhan, who took 17

smsn LONDON, Feb 2:
Cricket's world
governing body
face the prospect
of a deadlock at
their meeting at
Lord's today to decide who is
to host the next World Cup in
1995, reports Reuter.

E are keen to stage
the sixth edition of the pre-
mier international one-day
tournament but are up against
a joint bid from India, Pakistan
and Shri Lanka.

International Cricket
Council (ICC) delegates meet
at Lord's to choose between
the two bids of around five
million pounds sterling (7.4
million dollars) each, with in-
dications that neigher will get
the two-thirds ma-
jority from nine Test-play-
ing nations’' votes.

With Australia, New
Zealand, West Indies and
South Africa believed to be
backing England, the way Test
newcomers Zimbabwe vote
. holds the key to the outcome.
v The sub-continent bidders
- are Zimbabwe's sup-
port, which would produce &
5-4 stalemate.

Both and and the Asian
bid for 1995 offer similar cash

guaraniteces.-
Tejgaon School
make it
. Sports Reporter
RIS D b
for the round of
Dhaka zonal championship
for the eleventh Nirman
schools cricket tournament.
Yesterday they cl '
Group E championship by
outplaying Udayan High School
by a massive 55 runs at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.
Sent in to bat Tejgaon
School were all out for 141 in
20.2 overs with Sadek topscor-
ing with 37. |

Shantoo and Rana
claimed four and three wickets

Morshed, the T Sc-
hool , i
the opponents’ batting
as as five wick-
ets for 37 while with four
for 14 lent him

The Test-playing ICC mem-
bers would receive 300,000
Found: each {444,000 dollar)
rom England compared with
250,000 pounds (370,000 dol-
lar} from the subcontinent.

The three associate mem-
bers who qualify for the com-
petition get 150,000 pounds
(222,000 dollar) if England are
hosts and 125,000 pounds
(185,000 dollar) if the Indo-
Pakistan-Shri Lanka bid is suc-
cessful

" However, the sub-continent
trio is guaranteeing the 16
non-p associate members
100,000 pounds (148,000 dol-
lar) while 's figure is
65,000 pounds (96,200 dol-
lar).

England, who plan to open
the Cup programme on May 24
and play the final at Lord's on
June 17, have set aside
250,000 pounds (370,000 dol-
lar} in prize money,

If staged in India, Pakistan
and Shri Lanka, the competi-
tion would be played later in
the year with prize money of
ﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂ pounds (296,000 dol-

The sub-continent's pro-
posal emphastses the success
of their 1987 tournament and
the diversity of having three

geographically close countries
as hosts

England have comparatively
short travelling distance be-
tween venues, and also point
out that only one of a total of
67 games in the three World

Cups have or was

prevented by bad weather from
its scheduled course,

En hosted the first

three Cups in 1975, 1979, and
1983 while India and Pakistan
jointly staged the next tour-
nament in 1987. Australia and
New Zealand shared the fifth
edition of the Cup early in
19092,

The 1995 competition will

Previous Cups in
'England have been played over
60 overs.

ng will also

lﬂayiiceékwuﬂockxnunﬂﬁﬁlbmd

whether he has, in {act,
reached the landmark because
one of his 99 previous hun-
dreds was a score of 109 on
the 1982 rebel tour of South
Africa. =

ICC have indicated that, as
far as their paper work was
concerned, rebel tour perfor-
mances should not be re-
garded as first-class because
matches were not sanctioned
by Council member countries.

If they make such d ruling,
it could mean rewriting the
record books to amend the
achievements of English, West
Indian in the republic between
1982 and 1990.

of the 20 English wifkets on a
wicket that assisted tum.

The match also proved a
advertisement for Test
cricket some 300,000 al-
the game on the fve
India’'s win is expecied 1o
h crowds in the re-
maining two Tests also.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard of the first
cricket Test between India
and England

i
;

INDIA: ist innings: 37) (M
Azharuddin 182, S Tendulkar
80, D. Malcolm 3-687. G. Hick
3-19).

ENGLAND: |st inmgﬁl: 163
(M Gatting 33, A Kumble 3-50,
V. 3-39, R Chauhan 3-30).

ENGLAND: 2nd innings

§

- 286 M Gatting 81, V Raju 3-

|

|

30, A Kumble 3-76).
INDIA: 2nd innings:
M. Prabhakar b Hick

13

N. Sidhu st Stewart b Hick 37
; 18
j*
5
82
Fall of wickets; 1-51, 2-62
M R W
1 16 O
L a3 0
] e 0
3 16 O
] 5 0
A 9 2
Resuit: India won by eight

wickets
Man-of-the-match:

Mohammad Azharuddin
Pollution, latest
bee in English
bonnet

CALCUTTA, Feb 2: An ex-
rt is looking into pollution
ls in Indian cities after
England’'s cricket players ex-
pressed concern, particularly
du the first Test here, re-
ports Reuter.

Ted, Dexter, the England
committee chairman who has
commissioned an expert study
into the issuc, said on Tuesday,
"In general, I'm told, the play-
ers have nothing to worry
about.”

*But we need o have
proper information on the sub-
ject and | think the players
quite reasonably have been
talking about the levels of
pollution and how it could afl-
fect the way they feel and the
way they perform.”

“There is no reason why
they should not be able to per-
form flat out. The human body
is extremely eflicient despite
pollution in the air."

"We have not been able o
give the players the reassur-
ances they deserve and we
were under-prepared in our
knowledge about what to ex-
pect here.”

"1 have spoken to an Indian

doctor, who works in ShefMield

and is a chest specialist, and |
have asked him to give us
some facts and
to the poliution levels, in
indian cities compared with
those in London, say, or
Manchester.”

“We want to know what ef-
fect that might have on -
ple’s general health, and on
their performance if, for in-
stance, you were bowling 25

- overs in a day.”

Many England players have
been ill with viral infections on
this tour but there i{s no evi-
dence to s t the poor air
quality in most-Indian cities
has been the causec.

figures relating

Sport

| Airport Gymkhana

| the Cymkhana o

due on Feb 10
Sports Reporter

Rashid Khan, former Test
bowler of Pakistan, will

ad the 18-member Airport
Gymkhana Club which will be
on a twelve -day visit day o play
a number of exhibition limited-
over matches in and outside

Dhaka.

The team, which contains
former Test cricketer Rizwan-
uz-Zaman also will arrtve in
Dhaka on February 10. Wasim
Haider, one of the members of
Pakistan's World Cup winning
squad, now playing for
Bangladesh Biman (n local
league cricket, is one of the 16
players of the Karachi outfit.
Renowned cricketers like Asif
Mujtaba, Moin Khan and Amin
Lakhani are also affiliaied with
the team but will not accom
ﬁ::.y the Dhaka-bound team

usc of their engagement
elscwhere,

While Mujtaba is doing na-
Uonal duty, Moin and Lakhani
are both busy playing for
KRarach! - team in national
championship.

However, the officials have
apprised the Bangladesh
Cricket Control Board (BCCH)
of their efforts to rope in few
more Test discards to add to
the glamour of the team. Amir
Sohail, who has just fallcn out
of the favour of Pak selectors,
is on top of the E:uﬂty list of

ials regard-
ing the 'drafted’ players.

Afrport Gy ana will play
their lirst match on February
12. However,the venue has not
been fixed yet. According to a
BCCB official any one place
from Tangail, Mymensingh and
Jessore will be chosen for the
first of the seven matches.
Sylhet in all likelthood will
host two more matches out-
side Dhaka on February 14 and
15.

From February 17 to 20,
four matches are scheduled for
Dhaka. League champions
Mohammedan Spor Club,
Damal Summer :t:l?mplun:
Abahani Krira Chakra and a
Naana Eleven will play onec
match each with the visitors
while a fourth match is being
thought of between the Pak
club and a Milnars Eleven or
the Nepal bound under-19
team. .

SHAHEED SMRITI

CRICKET

Meanwhile, the 1993 Sha-
heed Smriti cricket tour-
nament under the aegis of the
BCCB will begin from February

10 in the city.
All the Milnars First
Division leaguers, the ten

Super league teams of the
Second Division and five divi-
sional elections of the country
will be eligible to participate in
the meet.

Interested teams have been
asked to complete the regis-
tration formalities with an en-
try fee of one hundred taka by

February 7.
Women's volleyball

The Rabbani Sports Wo-
men's Volleyball ionship
organised by the Bangladesh
Women's Sports Association,
begins at the Dhanmondi
Women's Sports Complex
today, says a press release.

State Minister for Establi-
shment Mohammad Nurul
Huda will inaugurate the four-
day meet at 3.30 pm. State
Minister for Youth and rts

"Sadek Hossain will be present

as spmcial" guest.

Eight teams in two groups
are expected to take part in
the meet,

o

Indian spin bowler

Rajesh Chauhen (R) is con
after he clean-bowled England's
| Calcutta on Feb 1.
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by wicketkeeper Kiran More (C)
Mike Gatting (L) on the fourth day of the first Test in
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I now-extinguished

Four Russian foo-
tballers will play
for last year's
runners-up Dhaka
Mohammedan
Sporting Club in
forthcoming Premier

Lhe
[ivision league

Russian trio of Beoris
Kuznetsov, Abdou Rahtmov and
Nabikov— all from Moscow
Spartak— donned in the
Mohammedans colours last
year.

But none of them — neot
cven Rahimov, the highest
scorer of the last league — will
leature in the Mohammedans
squad this year, according to
Anwarul Huq Helal, a senior
Mohammedan official.

in a telephonic conversa-
tion with The Datly Star last
Monday Helal — a former joint
sccretary of the Ban h
Football Federation (BFF] —
confirmed that Mohammedans
would present some “unknown
faces” in the upcoming league.

"Not only are they unknown
to us, they are less known even

to the Russians," Helal
siressed,
lielal, who had wvisited

Russia last month and con-
lirmed the services of the
Sovietl
Union's youth football coach

Nikolal Smirnov for Moha-

mmedans for the whole year,
however, fafled 1o name these
players

I don’'t know yet. All | can
say right now is that they will
be neither from Moscow
Spartak nor [rom Moscow
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By Ahmed Ahsanuzzaman

Tor . Helal said
The defending First
Division league champions

Abahani Krira Chakra last year
received the serviees of three
players— Sergel Zhulkov, Alexi
Arifiev and Alexander Polin-
kov— from the latter-named
chub

The players may even be
recruited [rom the St
Petersburg League or from the
Kharkov or Kicv leagues,” the
Mochammedan football secre-
lary said when asked to elabo-
rate his point.

The newly-appointed Rus
stan coach may make the
preliminary seclection but
Mohammedan officials will see
the players for themselves be-
fore signing them up.

““Either | or mar r Abdus
Salam Murshedi will make a
visit to Russia soon after the
completion of the fhter- club
players’ transfer, scheduled o
begie from March 1," Helal af-
firmed.

"After the much Lalked
about tran8fer we will be (n a
position to ascertain the
weakness in the squad and
then try to make it up by re-
cruiting the lour Russians,
Helal explained.

Helal, one ol the many First
Divisten club offlicials who
wants that both critket and
lootball be played at the Dhaka
Stadium and is adamant not to
involve in the players’' transfer
proceeding until the authori-
lies come up with a positive
announcement in this connce-
tion, never the less told this

Four Russians for MSC

correspondent that two of the
four Russians would be mid
ficlders i

‘Let time come and you'll
know everything™ quipped the
Mohammedan official when he
was asked to throw some light
on Mohammedan s local re-
cruits

However, a source close o
the Mohammedan tenl told
The Daily Star yesterday that
the title-aspirants had already
made the primary selection of
local players

According to that source,
only eight players from the last
squad will possibly be retained
this year. They are goalkeeper’
Sayeed Hassan Kanan: defend-
ers Kaiser Hamid, Jewel Rana,
Shaminf, Tite and Barun
Dewan; winger Syed Rumman
bin Wali Shabbir and striker
Imtiaz Ahmed Naquib

Veteran mid ficlder Imtiaz
Sultan Johnny and forward
Mahbubur Rahman Roxy are
likely to be dropped

Mohammedans will also
sign up five or six talented
young players, who played with
distinction in and outside the
country last year to form a real

#ood and fighting team.

"Althou Mohammedans
will go will out to regain the
title, they will not recruit
more than sixteen local play-
ers,” told the source.

"Sixteen good local and lour
foreign players! That really-

s a stufl”, said the
source with a note of deep sat-
isf{action.

‘Waughs make it to NZ tour

1 PERTH, Feb 2:
All-rounder Steve
Waugh, who stru-
dgled for much of
the five-Test se-
rics against the
Wosl Indiecs, has kept his place
in the Australian squad to tour
New Zealand later this month,
reports Reuter. \

The Australian top-order
batsman was a for the axe af-
ter managing only 228 runs,
which included a century, with
an average ol 25.33 in the se-
ries won 2-1 by the West
indians.

But the selectors today
named Waugh, 27, and twin
brother mark, in the 13 man
squad to play three Tests and
five one day internationals.

Veteran South Australian
off-spinner Tim May was also
included in the expectation
that he will overcome the fin-
ger injury that forced him out
of the fifth Test.

Victorian medium pace Paul
Reillel, a regular choice for
the oneday triangular series
against the West Indies and
Pakistan, also won a tour spot
with the absence thro in-
jury of pacemen Mike tney
and Bruce Reid.

The two young Western
Australian batsmen, Damien
Martyn and Justin Langer, also
impressed enough in their de-
but series against the West
Indies to win their first tour
places ahead of one day spe-
cialist Dean Jones.

Opener mark Taylor was re-
tained as vice captain, despite
missing the last Test against
the West Indies here, and

should open with David Boon,
the only senior batsman to
survive the West Indies series

needs only 50 runs to become
Test cricket's greatest run-
maker by overtaking the
10,122 scored by the now re-
tired Indian batting master
Sunil Gavaskar.

His side will have warmup
matches in New Plymnouth

with his reputation unsullied,

....

aaaaa

By bringing Taylor back into
the side, Justin Langer would
move to the number three
spot.

Australia has not visited
New Zealand for a three Test
tour since 85-86 but lost the
solitary Test played at Wel-
lington in early 1990.

The series is likely to be an
historic landmark for the vet-
cran captain Allan Border who
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. made it

and Nelson before the first
Test starts in Christichurch on
February 25.

The Australian squad: Allan

Border (captain). Mark Taylor
(vice captain), David Boon, lan
Healy, Merv Hughes, Justin
Langer, Damien Martyn, Tim
May, Craig McDermott, Paul
Reiffel, Shane Warne, Mark
Waugh, Steve Waugh.

PERTH, Feb 2:
Australian cricket
captain Allan Bor-
der and paceman
’ Merv Hughes ha-
- ve been severely
reprimanded for dissent
during the f[ifth Test nst
the West Indies which the
tourists won, wrapping up the
series 2-1, reports Reuter.
Both players had been fined
for dissent after the drawn

| first Test in Brisbane, Border

receiving a record penalty of
Australian 2,000 dollar (1,360
US dollar).

The wumpires reported
Border for an offensive gesture
after the no-balling of fast
bowler Jo Angel for exceeding
the limit of fast short-pitched
balls in an over, according to

Changpai cricket

Sports Reporter

Manik Uttara ha
beat Munshibari Cricket Club
by six wickets in the Changpai
Cup cricket tournament at the
Golapbagh yesterday.

Ripon of Maniknagar Uttara
Sangha was adjudged the-man-
of-thc-match.

NBL volleyball

Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation (BTMC) beat
Madartek Mitali Sangha 15-0,
15-7, 156-3 in the Metropolis
NBL First Division volleyball
league at the Outer Stadium
volleyball court yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

East End Club beat East
End Boys 15-6, 15-8 15-13
while Police AC defeated Azad
Sporting Club 17-15, 15-8, 15-
3 in other maiches of the day.

Victoria Sporting Club fin-
ished third outplaying Partners
Club 15-2, 15-2, 15-10 in a
position deciding match of
the Second Division league.

The f(inal match of the
lcague between Bangladesh
Bank and Jiboen Bima

Corporation will be held today
at 3 pm.
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Australian Cricket Board (ACB)
general manager Graham
Halbish. '

‘In the case of Hughes, it
was his quiet comments fol-
lowing the rejection of a close
lbw appeal,” Halbish told re-
porters today.

"Following evidence given
by the players coricerned, it
was accepted that there had
been a degree of misunder-
standing between player and
umpire and both players apol-
ogised to the umpires for any
other impression given,”
Halbish said.

"Both players have been
severely reprimanded by the
match referee and have been
warned as to their future con-
duet,” he added.

It was feared Hughes and
Border would be suspended
from a scheduled Test match
against New Zealand after their
earlier summer offences.

Pakistani fast bowler Aaqib
Javed late last year became the
first cricketer to be suspended
for one match, a one-day in
ternational against New
Zealand, for dissent.

Border and Hughes were
reported by the umpires, Steve:
Randell and Col Timmins, on
the second day of the Perth
Test on Sunday as the West
Indies compiled their match-
winning first innings of 322.

International Cricket Cou-
ncil [(ICC) match referee
Donald Carr heard the char
against the pair on Monday
night after the West Indies
emphatic innings and 25-run
win.

Carr has the power to fine
players up to 75 per cent of
their match fees or suspend
them from upcoming Test
maltches.

Border, who had a night-
mare match recording for the

first time a duck in two In-
nings, said after the reprimand
that some umpires were over
sensitive.

"Umpires are very thin
skinned at certain situations,”

Japanese squad is ex

for dissent

he said in a television inter-

view. "Just the lact that ['ve
been brought up on charges in

ridiculous.”
"The whole situation needs
to be loocked at very seriously.

You've got to sit through the

bearings and cop whatever,"
Border added.

Border said that the referee

had seen the incidents as "very
trivial and cleared both mysell

and Mervyn.”

After the Brisbane Test

Border was fined 50 per cent
of his maitch fee, while Hughes
was filned a 400 dollar (270 US
dollar) or 10 per cent of his
fee by ICC referee Raman
Subba Row,

BTTF picks eight

The Bangladesh Table
Tennis Federation yesterday
named eight paddlers — four
men and four women — to play
some fricndly matches against
a visiting Japanese Table ten-
nis team in Dhaka, reports
UNB.

Members of the men's leam
arc Mustala, Akhlaque,
Mahboob and Sagar while the
women s quartet comprisc
Linu, Julckha, Shamima and
Rinu.

The seven-member
pecied Lo
arrive in Dhaka on February 10
on a lour-day goodwill visit Lo
Bangladesh.

The team will consist of ene
official and six paddlers -
three men and three women.
Two of them participated in
the World Championship and
the Olympics.

Members ol the Japanesc
team are. Hiroshi Shoji (team
leader), Shinji Sato, Makoto
Ite, Shingo Ohira, Emiko
Hirano, Asako Tsutitkawa and
Yukino Matsumoto

Makoto J[lo represented
Japan in the 1988 World
Championship while Yukine
Matsumotlo was a member of
the Japanecse uad in the
1992 Barcelona Olympics.



