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Rig ging in mura-mlls alleged

Hartal, gherao in

three districts

By Staff Correspondent

Awami . Jatiya Party
and the five-party Alliance in
Jessore gheraoed the office of
the Returning Officer yester-
day demanding fresh poura-
shava election.

Meanwhile in Magura ten-
sion prevafled as all the oppo-
sitfon intensified cam-

a half-day hartal yes-
terday in protest against al-
leged rigging of the pourashava
election.

And in Faridpur yesterday, a
hall-day hartal called by Awami
League in protest of rigging in
the pourashava polls was ob-
served peacefully.

Our Jessore Correspondent
adds: The opposition parties
brought out a big procession in
the town demanding a fresh
and impartial election there.

They also handed over a
memorandum to the Retu
Officer, who is the Addi
District Magistrate.

The opposition called for a

day-long hartal (Tucsday)
in support of their
UNB from Magura adds: The

action of the combined oppo-
sition was also to press for re-

polling, alleging that Saturday's
election was at least at
10 centres in r of

party candidate Dr Mahbubul
Haque Siddique, the brother of
a minister,

Election to Magura Poura-
shava was postponed amid-
stpoll violence and alleged
stu of ballot boxes.

A huge procession was
brought out yesterday by the
opposition to drum up support
for today's hartal.

Meanwhile, at least 15 peo-
ple. including three women,
were injured in a fierce clash
between rival villagers at
Sllﬂ:?rn in the Sadar thana yes-

ay, past enmity was said to
be the cause.

‘Witnesses said the clash
started when an armed group
attacked the houses of Abdul
Bartk Mollah at about 7:30 am
Monday .

The attackers ransacked
the dwelling houscs of Barik
Mollah and his brothers Tarik
Mollah and Atik Mollah.
Valuables worth an estimated
Taka 50,000 were also looted.

Of the injured, Tohurannesa
[30), Asia Khatun (40),
Kohinoor Begum (10) and
Abdul Majid Mollah (55) were

admitted to the Sadar Hospital
with serfous cuts.
And in Farid
said, the from 6 am to
12 noon was marked by clo-
surc of all commercial houses
and educational institutes. All
kinds of transport were off the
roads during the period. Banks
resumed transaction after har-
tal hours.
Additional law enforcing
s were deployed at dif-

, the

.ferent trouble points of the

town.

Later in the evening a meet-
ing was held at the Moijuddin
High School ground presided
by Chairman elect of Faridpur
Sadar Pourashava Fazlul Kabir
Chand.

The speakers at the meet-
ing criticised hartal callers for
crealing unnecessary inconve-
niences to the :

The January 30 election
was conducted in a free and
fair atmosphere, they said.

In Manikganj, at least 10
people, including twe police-
men, were inj yesterday as
supporters of three chairman
candidates in last pourashava
clection clashed over polls re-
sultls.

Wilnesses said supporters
of defeated independent can-
didate Mahidur Rahman at-
tacked the supporters of newly
clected chairman Ramjan Al of
Jallya Party in the town yes-
terday morning, leaving five
people seriously infured.

The injured JP activists --
Jabed All (50) and ul
Islam (25} of Poult wvillage,
Atavr Rahman (37) eof
Dounditia vi'lage, Abdul
Mannan (25) and Naztm Uddin
(45] of Nava Kandi village of
Sadar thana -- were admitted
to Manikgan| Sadar hospital in
critical condition.

Another five people, includ-
ing two police constables,
were injured when supporters
ol defeated candidate Moshar-
raf Hossain (Ind) clashed with
Ramjan's men at Dudhbar! area
of the town in the afternoon.

Police picked up seven
people after the clash.

The district administration
called a meeting with the local
leaders of all political parties
today (Tuesday) at 11 am to
avoid further untoward ineci-
dent, :

CHT councils
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requested the government to
dcfer the elections by another
365 days for the sake of suc-
cess of discussion with the
leaders of so-called Shan-
tibahini. The election Com-
mission has given its consent
on the matter.

Since the Jatiya Sangsad
was not in session and since it
appeared satisfactory, the
President promulgaied three
ordinances extending the
time-limit to hold elections to
the local mment councils
of the three hill districts by
545 days (1B0+365) from the
date of expiry of the tenure of
these councils in July last year.

The statements said that
the bills should be deemed to
have executed from December
12 of 1992.

Opposing the Rangamati
Hill Tracts Local Government
Council (Amendment), 1993,
Fazlul Karim Selim (AL)
wanted to know why the
Foreign Minister was seeking
o introduce the bill when the
issue concermed the Minister
for Local Government Affairs.

He said he would also op-
pose the bill because the issue

was a political problem and it
had to be solved politically.

PM opens indoor
stadium at
Mirpur

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said yesterday the
resentl government wants (o
ufld Mirpur as a development
and prosperous township pro-
viding all civic amenities, re-
ports BSS.

Inaugurating the construc-
tion work of National In-door
Stadium at a ceremony at
Mirpur Begum Zia said it will
be considered as a milestone
in the over-all development of

the area.

Last-minute
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Ahmed Majumder by leading a
large procession which
marched through the main
streets in the area.

The JP also organised its
last campaign meeting calling
for votes for its candidate Belal
Ahmed.

Campaigning through hold-
ing rallies and processions

came lo a stop midnight last
night as ordered the
Election Commission.
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A procession

— Star photo candidate for by-election.

BNP-Khaleda
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*Work on the hospital wil
start soon”, she added.

Nationalisation of local girls’
school and women's college
will be gitven due considera-
tion, she assured respondi
to a demand from hundreds o
girls at the

Presided over by City BNP
President Lt Gen (retd) Mir
Shawkat Ali MP, the meeting
was also addressed by LGRD

Minister Barristor Abdus Salam
Talukder, Works Minister
Barrister Rafiqu! Islam Miah,
State Minister for Commu-
nication Fazlur Rahman, State
Minister for Social Wellare
and Women Affairs Sarwari
Rahman, City Mayor Mirza
Abbas, State Minister for En-
vironment and Livestock Go-
yeswar Roy, Salauddin Ahmed
MP and Amanullah Aman MP.
BNP candidate for the by-
election Syed Mohammad
Mohsin also spoke on the
occasion.

The Prime Minister later
went around different sections
of Mirpur including Gabtali
and Pallabi as part of the elec-

Eﬂm :rhich ended
Trusts for building
Ram Temple,

Babn Mosque

NANDED (Maharastra), Feb
l1: The Unfon Home Minister
SB Chavan yesterday said two
trusts would be established
soon for construction of Ram

Temple and Babri Masjid at
: Amhyn. reports PTI.

Speaking to reporters
here, Chavan ruled out the
possibility of holding any elec-
tion in Kashmir in the imme-
diate future.

He said the support ex-
tended by British Prime
Minister John Major and
Russian lcader Boris Yeltsin to
the Indian stand on Kashmir
issue and strengthencd the
country's position in the
United Nations.

The Home Minister also
clarified that would stay
in Punjab tﬂ]mt normalcy
was achieved and added that
response to the recently held
Panchayat election in the state

was encou
onsin
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me all the candidates
cqually respectable and
prospective. But Kamal
Majumder of the Awami League
ts working as hard as [".

On his expectations over
the by-election result, a hest-
tant Mohsin said that he might
win by 10,000 to 15,000 votes.

Although stray incidents of
violence had occurred during
the campaign, the BNP nomi-
nee said that all concerned
were sincere about a free and
fair vote tomorrow.

Mchsin also claimed that
his candidature was h ap-
preciated by all, espec the
educated voters,

He said that he had ap-
pealed to voters of all strata
during the campaign.

Apart from his commit-
ments to developing the local-
ity and resolving the local
problems, Mohsin intends to
work to bring qualitative
changes in national politics by
cncouraging qualified persons
to do politics.

arec

Replying to a query, the

BNP aspirant for the Dhaka-11
parliamentary seat said, " am
sure that all my election
pledges will be materialised as
the Ministers have already
committed to doing so and
steps have meantime been
taken in this rd.”

When asked, the former
leader of Chhatra Dal, BNP's
stpdent wing, said that his fa-
ther (SA Khaleq) had a good
rcputation in the area and that
their family was well accepted
by the locals. "So, my father's
previous involvement in JP
politics won't matter at all. He
abandoned the party in 1990,"
he said.

If elected, Mohsin said, he
would work to establish more
industries in Mirpur, create

bs which in turn would help
cssen terrorism.

The Director of three fac-
tories, Mohsin was the founder
convenor of the Chhatra Dal,
Dhaka College and served the
organiation’'s branch in
O ma and Texas, USA
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The Midnight File

Biggest offensive against
Khmer Rouge

PHONOM PENH (Cambodia), Feb I: The government has
launched fts biggest offensive since UN peaceckeepers arrived

and fts- troops

returned refugees to
Khmer Rouge in
military sectors o
Berman, reports AP,

JAKARTA, Feb 1: Thirty

tens of thousands
Monday Provisional
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Jahanara Imam
From Page |1 Col 8
the afternoon afler one-and -a-
hall-month stay in America.

The Samannaye Committee
lcaders and supporters gre-
cled the 64-year-old anti-
fundamentalist crusader show-
ering her with flower petals,
and presenting bouquets ang
garlands.

They also chanted anti-
Jamaat and anti-Golam Azam
!k}ﬂﬂlll.

Jahanara Imam who has
been suflering from cancer,
went to the USA on December
17 and underwent two suc-
vessful surgeries in her mouth.

Among others Abdur Razzak
MP, Shawkat Ali MP, Hassan
Imam, Sahrier Kabir, Abdul
Mannan Chowdhury, Kazi Arefl
Ahmed, AFM bul Hug,
Abu Osman Chowdhury, Panna
Kaiser, Sumita Devi, and
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury

port.
Earlfer, inside the airport

terminalesshe told reporters
that the people’s court and the
movement against the anti-lib-

cration forces got massive
support from the expatriate
Bangladesh.

Several wi of the com-
mittee have n formed in

different cities in America,
Germany and UK, the tired-

looking commitlee convenor
said,
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Nirmul Committee members receiving Jahanara Imam at

Zia International Airport yesterday.

— Star photo

Bill to disinvest
BSRS

The Bangladesh Shilpa Rin
Sangstha (Amendment) Bill,
1993 was yesterday introduced
in the Jatiya Sangsad to turn
the institution into a dynamic
one under private manage-
ment, reports BSS.

Kamal
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of the 1INP, the AL candidete
hlagted the ruling party
maminec’s father SA Khaleq,
who claims to have quit the
Jattya Party, saying "Khaleq is
the root of all acts of
terrorism in Mirpur”.

He accused Khaleq of
attacking AL campaigners,
bribing voters and threatening
the minority electorate, that
supported the AL

Majumder demanded that
Khaleq be declared unwanted
in Mirpur during voting hours
tomorrow or that his conduct
during the by-election be
obseérved by the authorities
concerned.

Majumder termed the steps
by the Election Commission
adequate for a fair vote and
expressed his profound con-
fidence in the EC authorities.
He however blamed the gover-
nment leadership for what he
termed inflluencing the voters.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and her Cabinet colleagucs
were offering development and
various civic amenities to the
residents of the constituency,
which he said were clear
violations of the EC-announced
clection rules. :

Responding to a question,
the 42-year-old industrialist-
politician remarked, * The
BNP chief claims to be an
uncompromising leader, but
she has compromised with
the fallen autocrats by selec-
ting the son of SA Khaleg, a
close aide of autocrat Ershad,
as her party candidate crucial
by -poll in Mirpur.

A leader who and served
the AL's student wing the
Chhatra League in the Sixties
and Seventies and fought in
the country's Liberation War in
1971, Majumder claimed that
different communities Mirpur
including students busines-
smen and freedom fighters
had already pledged him

support and campaigned for
him.

Majumder, if elected, wants
that problems like terrorism,
under development and aban-
doned property disputes facing
the Mirpur peopic be raised in
Parllament and solved.

Born in Feni district and
settled in Mirpur later,
Majumder accused his rivals
of dividing the voters on the
question of locals non-locals.
More than BO per cent of the
Mirpur residents were set-

tlers, he claimed.

Diarrhoea: 715 died,
‘Mi11iste,r tells JS

. By Staff Correspondent

At least 715 people had
died and a total of 37,715 had
been affected with diarrhoea
around the country since the
beginning of the new vyear,
[lealth and Family Wellare
Minister Choudhury Kamal
Ibne Yousul disclosed at the
Jatiya Sangsad yesterday.

Responding to a call atten-
tion notice on a matter of pub-
He importance by Awami
League member Mohiuddin of
Pirojpur, the Health Minister
noted that 338 unions of 30
thanas of the six districts un-
der the newly-formed Barisal
district were the most af-
fected.

“This year the diarrhoca
sftuation suddcnly started early
In January, as it normally be-
gins around April and contin-
ues upto the rainy season, and
it took an acute form and ini-
tially the government was
taken unawares,” he added.

However, the Minister as-
surcd the House that all re-

sources were mobilised and
that the situation was now un-
der control. A total of 217
doctors, including those from
the army, were currently
working in the area.

lle said that the situation
was gradually improving and
that during the last 24 hours
374 people were affected and
only two died. which he
termed "not very many” in a
region where more than a
crore people live,

He refuted charges that
there was a shortage of
medicine in the aflected areas
saying that he personally vis-
ited the region recently to en-
sure that adequate steps were

being taken. He noted that the
Al. member Mohiuddin Ahmed

from Bakerganj was also pre-
sent during the visit.

The Health Minister went
on to identify the salinity of
the water in the region and
poor sanitary conditions as the
primary reasons for the out-

Heated 'debate' in

From Page 1 Col 5

ment was distributing, public
money through the Jatiya Party
leader SA Khaleque.

The BNP was not only
working unitedly with the
Jatiya Party against the Awami
League in the by-election but
also there were rumours that
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
would take part in the rigging
of the by-election, Hasina
added.

Explaining the rumours the

Opposition leader said that the

Prime Minister would enter
the booths with the Chhatra
Dal activists and push the vot-
ers out of the booth in the
name of security measures.
With the booths empty, the
Chhatra Dal activists would

lalse votes, the Opposition

added. '

Hasina also accused the
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury of being party to
the government design to rig
the election.

The Home Minister, stand-
ing
clarification, said that Hasina's
statement on Mirpur election
was 'mottvated’.

He also said that in the face
of probable defeat in the
Mirpur constituency, the
Opposition leader was virtually
trying to make a false charge
against the government in ad-
Vance.

Barrister Rafiqul Islam Miah
of the Treasury bench ob-
served that Hasina's statement
on the Mirpur by-election was
a clear aspersion on the Chief

on a point of personal”

break of diarrhoea.

Election Commissioner who
had alrcady earned a reputa-
tion al home and abroad for his
ability to conduct neutral elec:
llons across the country.

The Treasury bencher re-
quested expunction of Hasina's
statement

The BNP MP also said that
the leader of the opposition
should go to the Election
Commission and request it to
take preemptive measures [
she feared that the poll would
be rigged.

Refuting the opposition al-
legations the Acting Deputy
Leader of the House, Maj-gen
(retd} Majidul Huq, told the
House that the allegations
brought only two days before
the polling day were designed
to misguide the nation to cover
up apprehended defeat of the
opposition. He said every one
at home and abroad credited
the BNP government for hold-
ing the last three by-elections
freely and fairly in which the
Awami League candidates won.

Gen Majidul Huq said the
hard earned democracy should
not be jeopardised by raising
concocted allegations to serve
petty party interest, Such alle-
gations based on hear say
would only vitiate political at-
mosphere, he added.

Food Minister, Shamsul
Islam and deputy mintster for
LGRD, Abdul Hai, also refuted
the opposition allegations
against the government in the
pourashava clections and said
it was the Awami League work
ers who created a reign of ter
ror in Munshiganj

Hee said most of the victims

Poetry festival
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trenson

He also alleged that the
fundamentalists and the com-
munal forces were rising and
spreading In the Sub-conti.
nent.

The function was also ad-
dressed by the festival com-
mittee convenor Majharul
Islam, Samudra Gupta, Mohan
Rathan and Muhammed Samad.

The festival began with the
hotsting of national and festival
Nags over the pandal erected
for the ocrasion at the TSC.

Following the inauguration
the guests and the parishad
members brought out a pro
cession from the mazar of the
National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam
at the Dhaka University Central
Mosque premises. The pro-
cession dispersed at the
Central Shaheed Minar.

Later in the aflternoon at 3
pm recitation of self-composed
poem was held.

A seminar on "Spirit of
Liberation: Our Poetry” will be
held at 10 in the morming and
a recitation programme in the
afllernoon today.

Uttara plots
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allotment of plots to these 508
applicants was somewhat
complex task because their
applications lacked necessary
papers.

The situation was made
difficult by a previous govern-
ment which had announced
the names of the allottees in
necwspapers without making
necessary provisions for the
plots and their development,
he said.

The minister said a lot of
work had to be done by this
government about the
applications of remaining 508
pcrsons and finally 222 have
now been chosen for allotment
of the plots.

The Rajuk had also taken
steps to return the deposit
money of those who did not
get the plots out of these 508
applicants, he said.

Book fair
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for the book fair.

No stalls, selling handi-
crafts, foods or other {tems
were found in the academy
compound as the academy au-
thorities fixed the adjoining
road from TSC to Dowel
Square for them. A large num-
ber of vendors were also found
on footpaths on both sides of
the road with handicrafts,
flutes, houschold utensils and
old foreign books and maga-
zines.

A young man, identifying
himself as a Master Degree
holder from Dhaka University
attracted attention of most of
the visitors with his makeshift
stall on the footpath urging
people either to provide him
with a job or to buy a chocolate
from him. The youngman
called himsell "M A Bastab
[practical)

The small stall of Sananda, a
publication firm was found to
be an attractive one for its
artistic construction. It was
made of bamboo with a touch
of wood in it. The stalls of
Bidyaprokash, Baticrom and
Prerona were also among the
atlractive ones for thefr artis-
tic decoration.

Political stability

From Page | Col 7

per cent of that in ASEAN,”
said Ram Narain Malhotra, a
former Indian Central Bank
Governor.

Japanese government offi-
cials say South Asia has be-
come an important area for
future investments but said
that sweeping economic re-
forms in t region were
threatened by political insta-
bility.

"The countries which fail
to take off for industrialisation
will have a tendency of sufler-
ing from a sell-perpetuating
vicious circle of economic
difficulty and political ins-
tability,” said Seizaburo Sato,
an Economitcs Prolessor at
Japan's Keto University, who
co-chaired the seminar

“Frequent regional con
flicts often fuelled by divisive
ethnic, religious and territorial
Issues” could derall economic
he

reforms Iin South Asia.

| added

after catastrophic flooding hit

homeless, media
casualty and damage figures from the po-
were drowned or burted by land-
slides triggered by the torrential rain which hit the iskand of
120 million inhabitants last week, reports AFP

for

country s

headed toward Khmer .
ters in Padlin, .UTIM: said Monday Gm-nrmw w-uum
are ﬁrdnglnund:umﬂndnunhtrrﬂvﬂhpnlnd recently

"t ammunition and attack the
ting that has spread to five of the 1]
Cambodia, sa

UN spokesman Erie

Floods kill 30 in Java

are dead and 40 missing
over the weekend leaving
Indonesia reported

Arrested vessel
flees, JS told

By Staff Correspondent

A Honduran flag carrfer,
ordered to be detained by the
High Court Division Admiralty
Jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court, fled from the outer-

anchorage of Chittagong Port
iate last year.

This was disclosed by State
Minister for Shipping Harun
Al-Rashid 1n reply to a
question at the Jatlya Sangsad *
yesterday.

The ship, "M V Artimis-1",
was ordered to be detained
September 18 by the Migh
Court Divistion Admiralty
Jurisdietion, Dhaka on the
basis of a case filed in the
Supreme Court by TME Marine
Enterprise of Cyprus. Rupsha
traders also field a moncy suit
with the Chittagong Second
Sub-Judge Court, the State
Minister noted.

"According to the order of
the Supreme Court the
Chittagong Port Authority did
not provide permission/no
objection to the ship to leave
the port, but on November 12
the ship fled from the outer-

anchorage.

In his written reply. the
Minister told the House that
the Port Authority informed
the Supreme Court about the
matter through fits | rin
due time and, that on behalf of
the port authority, steps had
been taken to ascertain the
present location of the ship.

The case has remained
under trial with the High
Court Division Admiralty

Jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court, he added.

Ghost ships
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meecting, as per the require-
ment.

"He (the Pilot) could not
find any trace of the above tyo
ships after making on-the-spot
investigations at the outer-an-
chorage,” the letter added.

Again on June 11, the letter
said, at 4:15 pm radio control
reccorded the arrival of "MV
Martin,” a general cargo vessel
with a 12,600 tons of cargo, at
the outer-anc A

As none of the local agents
made any announcement about
the arrival of the ship till June

14, the CPA pilot boat "Dis-

. hary-7" was sent to the outer-

anchorage and "after making
on-the-spot investigations
could not trace the above
ship,” the letter noted.
Furthermore, the letter
said, on August 2 at 4 am, ra-
dio control recorded the ar-
rival of MV "Andaman®, a ce-
ment carrying vessel with a
cargo of 8,7000 tons, at the

outer-anchorage.

"On August 3, a CPA pilot,
after conducting spot investi-
gations, could not [ind any
trace of MV "Andaman,” the
letter added.

[t went on to nole that
“such incidents involving the
above four ships had never
happened heII:'.un: at the
Chittagong Port, although one
or two ships in the past did
arrive without prior an-
nouncements, but one or the
other local agents would make
an announcement within a day
or two of their arrival and take
responsibility of the ship.”

The letter added that the
CPA was unable to determine
whether the ships did in (act
arrive at the outer-anchorage
or not,

“In fact, it is nol possible
the Chittagong Porl
Authority to determine im-
mediately whether the ships
actually arrived at the outer-
anchorage or outside the
Chittagong Port arca or not.”

The letier thus went on to
request for help from the au
thorities.

"Under the circumstances,
the matter is being placed be-
fore you, requesting you to
take necessary measures [if
any).”

Observers noted that the
alarming developments at the
main port could be
relat le smuggling and
urged for a detafled investiga-
tion into the incidents



