— ——

= e
= e e .

The

ST A SN SEUTAR Y SYW SR SR
I o SgEE R Wl A @@ oew
eyl T4 o Sariiv SR o CITR W) SR
TR 19 Soad ¢ SR TR O WY IPTR
AR wETRce PreRtie Il s o
o areTa

WA e WiRETE TRy erw weife) oy @ie
I WG (TR TE] WA RIW I FEPR T
TS RS 391 2N | (T WPIRYTS 93 aRTy
vy Afte vw woeo Saem o T e Peary ot
R R s wgee cruw MMe worew
Pre: Ay Puws o oRR R whph e
IR FINCS PN WS [ T B @ e
YRS TS LI WG Q1AW @ 9w

FATE 233¢ TW AW GRS YR TR e @3
s wit oy Ty wwre el o W) Wi W
AR AP PR FopetTR et Wiz YR
3408 WA Y cmew wdn dwwen AR
wenyl Iw T IS AW e ffve e
A

w1 ey s e s stree e 3R

9 e Roisewm
Rqumlm

e T SvEteraR Wy o

MRS MR EGTRRTY Ty ¢ “fim sy gyaem
MY AR " T FP
Brame qa ReRe

a1 o 7 7 7 e
it

Star ;ecr'al S up!mer |

= =y ¥
= e PR s T s = e o s — ol e x o mwm e we— -

—— - m i —_—

—— L —
—_ - e e — W
— ==

— _— —Sr—— ="

1
|
i
|
|

T B I T

QT4 2[ta St e 9994 9ta

FAATE §'ACTE 273

Age-structure of Bangladesh Population
and its Effect on Population Growth

A. K. M. Rafiquz-Zaman
Director General
Directorate of Family Planning

o

Barring a few small
island-states, Bangladesh
is the most densly
populated country in the
world. Today Bangladesh
stands as the world's ninth
most populous country. In
1947, the popudation of
Bangladesh was 4.2
million. Teday, in 1993, it
has gone beyond the 110

million mark.
Efforts to control popu-
lation growth at the

government levelhavebeen
going on in Bangladesh for
the last 27 years. Even
before that, In 1953, a
voluntary organisation
launched family planning
programme, for the first
time In this country, on a
imited scale. Since then,

rough various phases of
changes and evolulion,
family planning and MCH
programme eventually
found a firm base here.
The National programme
is now being implemented
through the concerted
efforts of the government
and non-government orga-

RI ut?ti:ll?l World Bank
report says that

Bangladesh is the only
country among the deve-
loping nations which
despite unfavourable'socio
-economic conditions, has
made excellent advanes In
the field of family
planning. The report also
mentions that the
implementation of @2
soclal development pro-
gramme ltke family
planning Is a difficult task
1n a country Uke Bangla-
desh with a vast majority
of illiterate population. In
spite of good progress In
many areas of family
planning, the population
growth rate still remains
quite high-2.17 per year.
The factor that contributes
most in this case Is the
young age —structure of the
population of the country.
The age-structure is a
major determinant in Lhe
demographic dynamics of

a given population. In
Bangladesh, a large

portion of ‘the population
today s in the
reproductlive age-group.
Also, early marriage of
women s rampanl in the
Bangladesh socleties. Most
of these adolescent girls
begin thejr conjugal life
quite early and start,
child bearing:

Women constlitute 49
percent of the total popula
tion. The number ol
women in the reproductlive
age group ol 15-49 Is over
20 million now. Aboul
1.15 milllon couples get
married every year In
Bangladesh. The bables
born out of this large
number of marriages are,
needless to say, swelling
the population each year.
The causes ol high
maternal morality and
morbidity of mothers and

nfants in thi= counlt
ccur r‘ﬂu‘ o fnrﬁt

marriage of women and
frequent childbirths.

Despite making the
avallabilily of  ¢onira
ceplives easlier and

strengthening the service-
delivery system, fertillity
decline among young
mothers have shown little
change compared to that
the older ones.
The other reality is that,
universal awareness
about the whole range of
contracepiives has not vet
been achieved. If we
analyes varfous data, we
find that married women
have a high awareness
about two eontraceptive
methods only the pill and
thubectomy. The rates of

awareness in this case are

96 and 81 percent
respectively. Barring those
iwo methods. awareness
aboul the rest of the
methods Is below 60

percent. This is rather
discouraging, because |t is
only through an Incereased
rate of awareness and
knowledge about the wider
range of contraceptives

that we can expect O

incerease the rate of
ecceplors,

Moreover. it has also been
found that the average
number ol younger
molhers using contracep-
tive methods are less than
that of the older ones. As a
resull of this the impact on
fertility is less visibie.
Diue to the extensive
family planning pro
gramme in the country the
contraceplive prevalance
rate (CPR) is now slightly
over 40 perceni. the CPR
targel set in the current
Fourth Five Year plan
(1990-1995) is 50 percent.
The experience in other
developing countries,
however, show that the
tasks of achiveing 50
percent CPR and beyond
are extremely difficult
ones, In some cases this
rate has been observed (o
Another fmpomhal potnt
to nolice is that, if the
maljority of contraceptive
users In a country belongs
to the older age group. then
the folal fertility rate in
that country cannot be

expecled Lo decline sub-

stantially even il a high
CFPR iIs achieved.

The focus today, therefore,
has been turned to the
newlywed couples of the
country. These young
couples have been
identiffed@sthe major
largel-population and
exphasis has been laid on
bringing them under the
National Family Planning
Programme. If we can
sticceed In motivaling
these young couples not to
have a baby untll the wife
is 20. space the birh of
their next baby by al least
2 years., and if we can
convince Lhem of the
benelits ol two child
familiesthen that will
certainly have a definite
effect on the population

‘growlh process in this-

couniry.
It is grat#fying to note that

s

On the ‘occasion of the
Observance of the
Bangladesh National
Population Day, | wish
to extend, on behalf of
UNFPA, our warmest
congratulations to the
People and the Govern-
ment ol Bangladesh for
this most commendable
initiative to celebrate a
National Population
Day and for the
progress achieved in the
[ield of Family Plan-
ning.

angladesh is one of the
ew countries which
have committed them-
selves to highlight the
importance of popu-
lation in development

newer stralegies have been
adopled by the Govern

ment-kKeeping in view the
demographic realilies of
the country. Easily
comprehensible method
specific messages are
being daveloped for the
eligible couples o enhanee
their Interest and
knowledge. Careful
segmentation of different
target population are being
done and messages deve-

loped accordingly. At the-

same lime, steps have been
taken to develop the inter-
personal communication
skills of the family
planning [fieldworkers
through specially designed
training courses. In Fact a
new naltional stralegy for
information, motivation
and communication actl-
vities Is being drawn up to

~ address the needs In tHis

eld
eedl:ss 1o sayv. the

Governmenl cannolt Im

plement with success a
'vast and complex social

dvelopment programme
like family planning all
by iisell. The participation
of the consclous section of
the popluation is, there-
fore, Indispensable. Prac
tices like child-marriage
and polygamy are still
rampanl In our society.
These cannot be removed
by conventional laws and
regulations. There exists
a ° need to mount a
campalns on mass
awareness lo propagale the
ideas of late marriage. late
childbearing, birth-
spacing, two-child fami-
lies, and so on. In this
direction, efforts are being
made to sirengthen the
concerted aclions of the
Ministry of Health &

Family Welfare, the
Directorate of Family
Planning and other

related Ministries and
organisatiomgand the NGOs
to promote and increase

- communily participation

in the family planning
programme.

in a very special way.
The institutionali-
zation of the annual
Observance of the
National Population
Day amply demons-
trates the commitment
of the Government and
the People of Bangla-
desh to contain and
balance population
growth with a view to
improving the quality
of life of the people.

We at UNFPA wish the

People and Government
of Bangladesh conti-

nued success in these
endeavours and hope
that your commitment
will be emulated by
other countries. All of
us at UNFPA are proud
of our long-standing
association with the
Bangladesh Population
Programme and wish to
reassure the People and
Government of Bangla-
desh of our continued

support.
Dr. Nafis Sadik
| UNFPA
- Executive Director
on the occasion of
the Observance of the
Bangladesh National
Population Day.
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