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KUSHTIA

One underground
party member
held with pipegun

Jan 31 : Police recovered
one pipegun and one pipe of a
gun from a member of under-
ground pgrty Tuesday night,
reports BSS.

On secret information,
Daroga Hasan Al and Asstt
Daroga Moshiur Rahman of
Mirpur police raided the house
of one Lalu Chand and arrested
him from Ambaria village. Afler
interrogation, police raided
the house of Juj Mandal and
recovered one pipegun and a
pipe of a gun from his house.
However Juj Mandal escaped.

A case has been registered
with Mirpur thana.,

AGRI-VARSITY

BAU Bachelors

Masters exams

suspended

Jan 31 : AIl' Bachelors and
Masters level theoretical and
practical examinations of Agri-
cultural University, Mymen-
singh Centre; and the Bachelor

level theoretical examinations

of Patuakhali Krishi College
and Hari Md Danesh Krishi
College centres have been
temporarily suspended,
reports UNB.

Director of Public Relations
and Publications in a telex

said the decision was

taken in an emergency mect-
ing of BAU Syndicate on
Saturday. The suspension was
announced through a notifica-
tion‘issued by the Controller of
Examinations of the university.

The suspended cxamina-
tions were scheduled to be
held from January 24 to 31.

New dates of the su
e::l,ml tions will be an-
‘ in due time, the noti-

ﬂnlt:inn said.

FENI

2414 metric
tons of wheat

~ for 67 projects

Jan 31 ::H, x
of wheat for implementing 67
development p under
Food Works in
five thanas during the current

dry season, reports UNB.
Officials said 402 tons of
wheat have been sanctioned
for 8 projects in Sadar thana,
872 tons for 28 projects in
area, 5562 tens for
16 projects in Chhagalnia
ﬂ"ﬂl 335 tons for 8 projects
l'or thana and 253 tons
6 projects in Daganb
thana. s
The pmj-ecu include con-
struction and reconstruction of
roads, bridges and culverts.
The work is expected to be

CoMILLA

Contraband
goods worth
Tk 7 lakh selzcd

Jan 31 ;
recovered contr wnh
about Taka 7 lakh [mm an en-

gine boat in Ghara Bhanga

canal of Nabinagar thana, ofli-
cials said here on Saturday,
reports UND.

Acting on a lip, BDR men
raided Lhe engine boat and re-
covered the smuggled Indian
goods on January |8

The goods included sarces,
synthetic cloth, wine, yarn
cussion covers and DDT pow-
der. The centrabands were
handed over to the Akhaura
Customs Department.

Another report sald acting
en a tip, police nabbed two

from Kharampur bridge
recovered 32 s of
Indian sarees worth about Taka
6,000 from their possession
on 22.

The arrested are Babul Mia
and Abul Kalam. The
were handed over to the local
customs department.

]

Young wife
commits

suicide

Jan 3) :

following a family feud
Salcha Khatun (22) wife of
Obaidur Rahman of Jakrartak

village allegedly committed

suicide a quarrcl
with her family members
Wednesday .

Separate cases werc filed

with the local police

12,

BRAHMANBARIA

One gets 6 yrs
RI under
Terrorist Act

Jan 31 : A man was sen-
tenced to six years rigorous
imprisonment in 4 case under
terrorist act, first time in the
district, reports UNB.

Court sources said, Nazmun
Ara Sultana, District and
Sessions Judge and Tribunal
Judge for terrorist act, on
January 24 sentenced the ac-
cused Milton Miah and fingd
him Taka 1000 or in default
to suflfer one year Rl more,

According to prosecution
story, the accused along w*!l.h
four other accomplices
tered the house of Nurul Islam
and tried o kidnap his 10
vears old school girl on 22
Scplember 1992, But the at-
tempt was, however, foiled.

Later the accused also
threatened to threw acid on
them.

The Judge, aller examining
the witnesses and records
awarded the punishment amid

the crowded court.

SATKHIRA
Bar assoc
executives

Jan 31 : Annual general
election of Satkhira district

bar association was held at bar

association hall herc on Friday,
reports BSS.

Advocate SM Faidar and
Advocale Sarwar Ahmed have
been elected president and
scerelary respectively for this
year 1993,

The clection was conducted
by scnior Advocate Abu Khaer
Mostaq Ahmed and GM Lutfar
Rahman.

MYMENSINGH

Agricultural
exhibition
concludes

Jan 31 : A four-day long
agricultural exhfbition organ-
ised by Crop Science Society of
Bangladesh (CSSB) at Bang-
laduh Agricultural University

us was concluded on
fh rt$ B8S; |

A total of 22 organisations
pnrtk:tp-ted in the exhibition
with their exhibits of agro-
technologies relating to crop
production. The aim of the ex-
hibition was to accelerate the

process of technology transler.
DINAJPUR
Chilly weather
still prevails

Jan 31 : Chilly weather with
shivering cold wave is prevail-
ing in the district since the
last few days which claimed 18
lives so far including onc mi
nor boy, reports UNB.

The temperature record
here is between 4 and 6 de
gree celstus during the last
one weck.

The normal life in the dis-
trict is disrupted due to severe
cold. Withoul any warm clothcs
and blankets the poor people
are su much.

Local people urged to the
Government Lo supply warm
clothes and blankets to the
poor and destitutes immedi-
ately o avold further deaths.

MADARIPUR
Eye camp
held

Jan 31: A ten-day eye camp
was held at Baherakandi pri-
mary school of Ghatma
union under Madaripur
thana recently, reports BISS.

The eye camp sponsored
Bangladesh l..lunl erﬂ.lg
and Baherakandi Hakim
Smriti Sangha operated
75 cataract patients and
treated about 1,000 farmers.

On the concluding day Lhe
Deputy Commissioner, Mada-
ripur Abdus Saltar Miah
distributed classes and me-

dicines among the ts, it
was presided over Ershad
Al Talukdar.

RANGPUR
17 BCL, JCD,
Chhatra Union
activists
acquitted

Jan 31: All 17 activisis of
Chhatra Leaguc, Awami League,
JCD and Chhatra Unton, ac
cused th the murder case of a

Jamaat lcader, were acquitted
in a judgement delivered here
Thursday, reports UNB.

Additional Distriet and
Session Judge Abdur Rahman
Patwari found the accuspd not
guilty after examining records
and witnesses of the case.

Jamaat district Amir Ataur
Rahman Hamidi was killed by
some miscreants at Lalbagh
area of the town on November
198K
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Over 30,000 coastal inhabitants
lead century-old life

1311OLA, Jan 31 : Lack ol ba-
sic amenities and access to
hcalthcare and family planning
[acilitics and tdut:atiun have
stymiced the socio-economic
lif¢ of most of the coastal is-
lands, rcports UNB.

More than 30,000 inhabi-
tants led a wretched existence
in Dhal Char, Char Kukrimukiri,
Char Motahar and Char
Stephen, situated in the con-
Mlucnce of the mighty river
Mcghna and the Bay of Bengal.

Mosl residents, rendered
honcless by the river eresion,
migrated to the island from

{ various parts of the district

with the hope of better days
that remain a far cry.

The islanders live in a pre-
carious healtheare situation.
There is no medical centre or
pharmacy, no physician or
compounder in some of the is-
lands.

"If one is sick or falls victim
to a serious incident one has to
accept it as the wrath of God.,”
said Kalimiuddin, 40, at Char
Kukrimukri. Compared to gen-
eral situation in other areas,
the infants are extremely vul-
ncrable to disease and death.

pie Weperki oh ilelkbod o

treatment like kobira

opath, religious le and

due to the absence of

medicare facilities and family
planning programmes.

The problem of communi-
cation and the very limited
transportation facilities with
the main land are one of the
main reasons for the precari-
ous situation in the islands.

Due to shortage of housing
units, people live in excessive
densities and without basic
amenities litke pure drinking
water, swerage and drainage
facilitics. There is no electric-
ity in any of the islands except

Dhalp Char where peoplc de-

of
. home-

pend on a privately owned
gencralor.

There arc 25 tubewclls
in Dhal Char, about 20 in Char
Kukrimukri and 10 in Char
Motahar. About 10 per cent of
houscholds get their drinking
water from ponds, even waters
from ditches and potholes are
used by squatters for washing
utensils.

About 90 per cent of the
people have no latrines. They
usc the bushes surrounding
their houses to respond to a
call of nature. All thesc make
the environment unhygienic
and deplorable.

There is neither any gov-
ernment office, not even an
administrative unit except the
forest department, nor any ol-
fices of voluntary organisations
to carty out welfare activities.

There is no construction in
the islands except one cydlonc
shelter in Char Motahar, one
in Dhal Char and another one
in Char Kukrimukri to protect
the people from natural disas-
ter. There are only 20 radio
scts essential for water fore-
cast report, in Char Motahar
about 30, in Dhal Char and 25
in Char Kukrimukri.

"The
nothing the d&whmnt of
the island, not even for cy-
clone ness,” said Bid-
hutibhushan Babul, Chairman
of Char Kukrimukri union
comprising three isiets ~— Char
Kukrimukri, Tal Char and Char
Patila.

The 200-year-old
with its 10,000 population has
only one two-storey dilapi-
dated cyclone shelter built in
1970,

No Bank in any

of the islands

There is no bank in any of
the islands tp facilitate trade
and commerce, although.a

island ‘

large quantity of fishes and
eggs are supplied from these
islands to various parts of the
country, including the capital.

The islands arc famous for
forest and sea resources. Major
portion of sea fishes are col-
lected from deep sea around
these islands and hundreds of
people are engaged in collect-
ing fishes throughout thg year.

About 10 per cenl people of
these islands are [ishermen
with a total fisherfolk popula-
tion of 10,000. are suffer-
ing from untold inconvc-
niences due to innumerable
problems.

They colleet hundred
maunds of fishes everyday from
the sca, but cannot preserve
them duc to absence of cold
storage and ice factory. Most of
them are also suffering from
shortage of fund, boat, net and
other necessary accessories to
cairh fishes.

Spread over several miles ©

the islands are rich with trees
like Kewra and Chhaiya which
form an unbroken canopy.
There are vast plantations in
the islands by the Department

nl'Fnrest
ol ghe 1rﬂ:ﬁt
ectauil be

protect it fmm crosion, help
slow down the pace of cyclone
and tidal bore which is a per-
manent threat to the islands.

A team of environmental
scientists who recently visited
the islands informed that the
forest in Dhal Char is subjected
to large-scale pest attack. But
no step was taken to proteect
them.

“In Dhal Char, we found
many Kewra plants affected by
pests which might spread over
the whole forest and other is-
lands, il no measure is taken
immediately,” said Prol
Shahadat Ali, who led the tean»
comprising environment ex-

perts from various national, in-
ternational and government
organisations including Prol. L
M Cook of Manchester
University.

There are about 500 ponds
in those islands but most them
are derelict. Local fishermen

say that huge quantity of
shrimps can be produced in
the ponds if these arc re-exca-
valed and embankments are
constructed to save the land
from salinity.

Only four primary
schools
The islands have about

12,000 school going children,
but there are only four primary
schools and a junior school for
providing basic primary educa-
tion.

There is no primary school
in Char Motahar and Char
Stephen depriving about 4,000
school going children from
their basic education althou
the government made

primary education compulsory.

A UK based NGO "Action
.‘h#-‘l runs two primary schools

Con D

mukri The students who pass
the junior schools have to go to
the mainland, about 20-50
miles away from the islands
surrounded by vast water fo
finish their schooling.

"Most of the schools in is-

lands have dilapidated struc-

ture and [urniture. The -
ernmenl sanction seldom
rcaches them”, according to
Faizulla, 25, a teacher of Char
Satyen Uttar Dhal Char School.

Local people urged the au-
thorities to set up schools and
bianks in those areas to educate
local people and [acilitale
trade and commerce.

Indian reaction echoes voice
of a majority party : Saifur

HABIGANJ, Jan 3]; Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman said
today that for a ting na-
tional develo nt, . resolving
oulstanding problems and fur-
ther mnmlldntml democralic
system an unfetiered national
unity and consensus is of
paramount impeoriance, rc-

Unfortunately, the defeated
party in the last parliament
election resorted to fotling the
process of development in the
name of f[requent hartals,
sirikes, chaos and confusion
‘on triflling matters, not con-
cecrned with national interest,
he said.

Saifur Rahman was critical
of the major oppdsition party
in parlament for their stand
on the issue of Babri Mosque,
razed to Lhe ground by the

Indian Hindu zealots. He said
following the resolution taken
in the Bangladesh parliament
the reaction expressed by the
indian authority has echoed

the voice of the major opposi-
tion party in parllament.

The resolution in parlia-
ment on [Babri Mosque issue is
nothing but the refteration of
[langladesh's concern and re-
minding to the pledge made by
Indian Prime Minister for re-
buflding the razed ue to
its original site, he

He said that the Dangladesh
parllament would take dect-
sions on maltlers its people are
concerned, national interests
are involved and would never
depend on any others reaction
and criticism.

Bangladesh enjoys complete
communal harmony as per the

articles of {ts Constitution and
Islam embodies the principle
of tolerance and forbearance to
all frrespective of religions on
castes, he obscrved,

The Finance Ministcr was
addressing a student rally in
court building premises.

Organised by Jatlyatabadi
Chhatra Dal [JCD) unit of
Habiganj district, the meeting
was addressed by special assis-
tant to Prime Minister Abu
Harts Chowdhury, BNP central
commiitee member Advocate
Atiqullah, DBNP Habiganj dis-
trict Presideni Advocate Afa{
Afgan Chowdhury, loca
Jubodal President Advocate
Shamsuddin Chowdhury, JCD
central eader Mosarral Ahmed
Thakur, JCD local district unit
President G K Gaus and local
ONP kader Dewan Masood
Chowdhury.
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Jute lhmlu-r ASM lelnln Shah lp-nlun.' at 'lh! mnulurnl function of Modhu Mela at
Kasabpur of Jessore in observance of the 170th birth nnmvnrury of poet Michael
Modhusudan Dutta on January 25.

— PI1D Pheto

Child killed
under wheels
of speeding bus

HABIGANJ, Jan 31: A child
was killed on the spot under
the wheels ol a spceding bus
on Friday at Taliapara in
Madhabpur thana on Dhaka-
Sylhet highway, reports UNB.

The dead was identiflled as

Liton (7) of Surma village.

Police sources said Liton
while crossing the road was
killed by the Comilla bound bus
from Sylhet. police seized the
bus.

The body was sent to
morgue for autopsy and a case
has been [iled with the local
thasm.

Another message adds: The
body of a 24-day old child was
exhumed Thursday alter one
week of his burial at Jatrapasa
village in Baniachar thana.

The child was allegedly
killed by his father, Jitu Mia.
Tahera Begum, divorced wife
of Jitu Mia, filed a case in
which she complained that her
husband killed the chiid.

On the basis of the com-
plaint, police exhumed the
body and sent it to the Sadar

Hospital for autopsy.

Bail prayer
. of housewife
killer rejected

FENI, Jan 31: The bail

mwnf!m_lmhml
sewife murder case has

been rejected by the
E}Mhulynﬂmllmm

court, reparts UNR.

Court sources said, the bail
rayer of 8 accused inc
akrul Islam, husband of the

murdered housewife Nasima
was rejected while 5 others
were granted bail on January
16,

Nasima was killed allegedly
by the members of her hus-
band's family on May 16 last
year in village Bathania in

Chhagalnatya thana

| |

250 bundles CI sheet

The Buily Sbar 9

for fire victims

MUNSHIGANJ, Jan 3]
The rnment has sanc-
tio 250 bundles of CI
sheet and 10 metric tons of
rice for reconstruction of gut-
ted shops and rehabilitation of
those affected by a devastating
firc on January 24 at Tongibari
bazar, reports UNB. -

Food Minister M Shamsul
Islam Khan said this at a gath-
ering ol affecied shopowners
and -traders at Tongibari bazar

here today (Wednesday).

301'“!:. 210 shops and bfisi-
ness establishments incl
the local branch of Krishi
and property worth about Tk

12 crore were also gutted by

the fire,

The Minister had earlier
distributed Taka 20,000
among the poor victims while

visiti the Tongibari bazar
s00n the fire broke out on
January 24.

Considering this market I.l
CCOno important, Khan
emphasised the need for re-
suming ‘its normal operation.
The government has taken
necessary
habflitation of the vicﬂmimard
reconstruction of the business

_utahlh-hrmu. he said.

The Minister the lo-
cal administration and public
rcpresentatives to a
list of poor victims on il: pri-
ority basis and to ensure the
distribution of government al-

location accordingly.

Among others Depuly
Commissioner, Civil !ru?u:m.
::ri; fMicials of Munshigan

0 o
district and local public mpﬂ:j

* sentatives were present on the

occasion.

Later, the Minister alsh ad-
dressed a public meeting at

Munshiganj.

Storm damages crops
on 200 acres of land

SIRAJGONJ, Jan 31: Sturm
that lashed Chalanbeel arcas in
Tarash thana damaged 250
houses and standing crops on
2000 acres of land, reports
UNI3.

According to wilnesses, the
scvere storfn hit the area on
the midnight of January 18
crealing panic among the
ple. 'I‘hl:I:urm El!'ld::ﬁ wllth
few minutes and leflt a trail
devastation injuring 10 people
seripusly.

At least one hundred do-
mestic animals died in the in-
cident and thousands of trees
wure uprooled.

The affected
people have been passing their
days in extreme hardship. No
rclicl malerials have been sent
to them. .

They urged the authoritics
to send rclief materials to
them without further delay and
grant money for their carly re-
habilitation.

hnnl% report says:
Election Commissioner Justice
Sycd Mesbahuddin Friday
called for all out cfloris to
makc the coming municipal
clections free and fair.

shellerless

elite, officials and candidates
of Sirajgonj and Shajadpur
municipalities at the local
3hasani auditorium this aflter-
NOoN.

The ERction Commissioner
said indiscipline during the
clections will not be allowed.
Any one found guilly of casting
false vote will be liable o six
months in prison and finc of
Taka 500, he reminded.

Another report adds: An
young man was caught red
handced by villagers as he tried
to violate a minor girl in
Kardpur thana Tucsday night.

Local pcople sald Choyan
Islam, son ol the thana unit

Awami League Secretary,
forcibly entered the house of
day-labourer Alauddin of
Meghai village and allegedly vi-
olated his daughter Rina (12).
Alauddin was not present dur-
ing the incident.

On hearing hue and cry,
neighbours gheraoed the house
and caught Choyan red handed.

Choyan, said to be an ae-
tivist of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (M-1) was later handed

lle was addressing 1he local

CHANDPUR : Md.
Chandpur addressing the members of Matlab Surjamukhi

Kanchi Kancher Mela recently.

Yakub Ali,

over 1o the police.

P

Commissioner,

Deputy

— Star Photo

Mosquito menace increasing
alarmingly in Barguna

BARGUNA, Jan 3]: Mos-
quito mcnace has increcascd
alarmingly throughout the
district causing great in-
convenience Lo the dwcllers,
rcports UND.

In many places of the dis-
trict, especially in Amtali,
lamna, Belagl, Patharghala and
Sadar thanas, a large number
of prople have been atlacked
by malaria due to mosquito bit-
ing.

Just alter sunsct people
cannot work in their respee-
tive areas due o mosquilo bite.
Students are the worst sufler-
CTs.

Drains, ditches, canals,
bushes, derelict ponds covered
with water hyacinths and
‘dholckalmi’ fences arc the
breeding grounds of mos
quitocs.

Mosquito-killer acrosol is
sold al a wvcry high price.
Mosquito coils have beconw
lrrcl'li:cllﬁ: duc to its low qual-

ity and these are also harmiul
to public hcalth. The price ol
mosquito ncts has also gone up
in reeent days.

Stcps like aerial and ground
spray, destruction of water hy
acinths and bushes have be
come necessary o combat the
menace.

Another report  adds
Chandkhalt bazar, one of the
biggcst business centres of the
district, has long been lacing
problems duc to lack of ade
quale accommeodalion, supply
of drinking watcr and drainage
syslem.

During the fast two years,
the bazir wias nol ¢xpanded to
cope wilh the growgng necds
ol the buyers and scllers crvat
ing stalcmate in business
iransaction, The roads inside
Lthe market are not spacious
cnough to lacilitale casy
movenwent of goods.

Farmers demand regular
power supply

MANIKGONJ, Jan 31 : The
farmers demanded immediate
steps to ensure regular power
supply for better trrigation in

. Esamoti, Bharobouli
and Sahili Irri-Boro in
Shivalaya thana of the district,
reports UNB.

salid 4000 acres of

Ilnll have been brought under

network to cultivate

yielding variety of irri-

boro in the area under mecha-
niscvd system.

So lar irrigation work was
going on by diesel power
pumps. But with the sudden
price-hike of diesel the irriga-
tion work is facing setback as
cost of production has in-
creased causing greal hardship
o the farmers.

The farmers urged the con
cerned authorities to extend
power supply facilities lo the

projects so that the cost al
production will come down to
a great extent.

The lecal people also said
extension ol electricity to the
area will factlitate establish
ment of rice, flour and saw
mills and enginecering weork

shops.

Another report adds
Property worth about Taka six
lakh was gutted in 1O fire in
cidents durt the last three
weeks in the district.

Most of the fre ted
from the kitchens

The il lone fire
station of mm‘l
cope with the

ber of fire incidents. HHWH
the fire men cannot reach the

spot timely due to pitiable
conditton of kutcha road in the
district.




