__@he Rerily ‘Sitar
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Rohingya Repatriation
Resumes

According to reports the stalled repatriation of
Rohingya refugees is expected to resume [rom
today. A comprehensive agreement is also ex-
pected to be signed within a few days between
the government of Bangladesh and the: United
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR).
We welcome both these developments. We are
“happy at the satisfactory conclusion ol negotia-
tions between our government and the UN
agency. After all when part of the UN and one

its active member states fight, there is really
no winner. Both are losers in one sense or the
other. Through repeated editorials and reports
this paper highlighted the points of view ol the
Bangladesh side, while not ::gcum the special
mandate — to speak for the refugees, and only for
the refugees — that UNHCR has. We repeatedly
made the point that given Bangladesh's unwaver-
ing commitment to human ts, the differences
that emerged between its position and that of the
UNHCR could not be one of substance, but more
that of communication or the lack of it. The
Foreign Minister's talks with the UN Secretary

General removed the communication gap, and we |

now hope that spcﬁ r;gcatriatiun of ‘the large
number of refugees t place soon.

There are however several lessons to be learnt
from this episode. The main issue on which the
trouble began was on the definition of
‘voluntariness” ol the refugees who were to re-
turn to their homes in Myanmar. The refugees
were being interviewed both sides, ladesh
and UNHCR, together, which the latter found not
salisfactory enough to be certain of how '
the refugees were to return. UNHCR's suspicion
of coercion, we think, was unifair. Its co uent
unilateral withdrawal could be construed to be a
bit high-handed. The government on the other
hand must understand the central points of the
High Commission’'s mandate — points on which
this UN body cannot be expected to compromise.
We hope that both sides have emerged wiser
from this episode, and that they will able to
work together better now. It is our hope that the
new comprehéeénsive agreement which will be
signed in the very near future should not leave
any door open either for any confusion or, for that
matter, dual interpretation. But in the unlikely
event that such a situation should arise n—
we expect it will not — then there should free
exchange of views and no unilateral withdrawal by

any pa.rl&r.

Bangladesh does not want to forcibly return the
refugees. But there should be no doubt in any-
body's mind that we want the repatriation pro-
cess to move fast. With the best of intentions, it is
not possible for Bangladesh to bear the burden of
refugees for long. We look forward to the forth-
com visit of Ms Sadako Ogata, the High
Commissioner for Refugees, and hope that by the
time she arrives the repatriation will have re-
sumed in full gear.

A Festive Intimation
of the 'Other Cinema'

The Third Intermational Short Film Festival
concluded on Friday on — we unreservedly say it
a note of success. There was this r a new
dimension to the success that difle from suc-
cesses of the earlier two festivals. For two years
people wondered if 'short films' could be a sub-
{;:ct of developjng a forum amiiycar-lnng activity

ased on them, not to speak
tional festivals of these. E

The Short Film Forum, the base-organisation,
proved to be a wonderful rallying point for tal-
ented young people bubbling with enthusiasm —
thanks mostly to the asphyxiating material and
intellectual situation created by an unendi
might of military dictatorship. We have no doub
that even some of the most optimistic amnn?
them were indeed groping to strike some socia
relevance for their work and the medium. This
year they have decidedly struck gold. The degen-
eration of the overall film situation of Ba esh
to depths lower than any other third worl
try's has presented on a platter to these enfants
terrible the credo ol the alternative cinema,
something talked about over the recent decades
in India and elsewhere but still is as fresh an idea
as to remind one of the French Salon de Refuses
which triumphed in time not only over the
Academy byt took the whole of world of art as a
true liege. How we wish alternative cinema tri-
umph in the same manner in the third world.
Isn't it the same as wishing that today's periph-
eral and almost non-existent attempts at the art
that is film become tomorrow's mainstream
commercial cinema running full length into hours
and spreading throughout the land? Although
Bangladesh very badly needs exactly this, but can
this dream be realised? It simply cannot be with
all other things, social, cultural, economic and

above all political, remaining constant. We can
at the moment only lament that cinema could
be the most powerful medium to effect a

change for better in all of the aspects of our
society.

At the festival there was a feast of 124 flims
from 24 countries — and not all the entries con-
formed to the length connotated by 'short’, al-
though, for sure, all of them belonged to what we
lovingly call the 'Other Cinema' — films that set
ruu to think what you haven't ever thought and

what you have never known about man and
his (or her) situation — even if that person is so
close to you as to be your own goodself. From the

21st to the 29th of January it was a delightful ex-
fle for streams of people from the make-believe
fairyland of the box- € cinema — an exile into

truth and beauty and humanity. .

Most striking, specially from the Bangalee
g:int of view, was Sabeha Sumar's entry from

kistan — Where Peacocks Dance. There was a
second and tell-tale title to the picture 'The
/Politics of Conservation', — exposing the hollow-
ness of the Pakistani Punjabi coterie to hold the
divergent ethnico-cultural entities of the state in
one piece by the use of the 'ideological glue'.
There were works on Adivasi resistance in
Chaibasa to a dam building on the Subarnarekha
and the first Indian cinema actress, Kamala Bai,
by two women directors —Vasudha Joshi and
Reena Mohan. There was Ruchir Joshi's entry on
the bauls of Bengal — Eleven Miles.

It was a festival in all of the word —
and very fetching, very rewarding. It breathed of
culture and life ‘and truth and beauty. Our main-
siream cinema must take a cue from these or

prepare to be on the way out.
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Erasing the Past: A Reluctance to Face theTruth

age, n
Moscow, President Hush

and President Yelisin
met and the two discussed
matters of mutyal concern.
Gorbachev was not in the
scene, nor was he expected o
be. What surprised many
onlaokers and observers was
the fact t there was a

'vomplete silence about him,

the man who, more than any
one else, had initiated the
changes in the relationship
between the two ;
The consequences of his
Glasnost and Perestroika, even
he could not anticipate.
Though he himsell was swept
aside by the force of the cur-
rents released by himi, the
whole wotld ac his
signal contribution to the end
of cold war. Gorbachev belongs
to history. The most unkind
view that ean be taken about
his role is that he not only
helped bring about the end of
cold war, he also succeeded in
ringing the knell of the Soviet
Union. The change of a bipolar
world into a unipolar one has
surcly caused fresh anxieties,
especially in Asia and Alrica.
One may not approve of the
latest doings of US in Iraqg, but
the disapproval remains con-
fined to a resolution adopted
by the Arab League and a t
expression of uneasiness by
Yeltsin. The unipolar world
may be a more relaxed world,
gradually getting nwnﬁufmm
arms race and its evils, but it is
also a more lopsided world,
with the weak at the mercy of

For a columnist of an inde-
pcndent non-partisan newspa-
per like The Daily Star, it is
important, almost essential, to
bé fair and objective in his for
her) views on current political
and economic issucs.
Otherwise, the eredibility of
the writer and of the paper
may be undermined.

Having read quite a few
pieces by Shah A M S Kibria,
published by the Star, | now
wonder if this former distin-
guished civil servant is con-
scious of the need to take a
balanced view of the current
scene and to express it in cau-
tious moderate terms. 1 also
wonder {f he knows that no
government as such can be
cxclusively blamed for all the
ills of the country and that part
of the problems may well be
with the system, with the op-

position or inherited from the.

past.

These are my main
thoughts after reading Kibria's
column last Sunday, titled,

| “The Bangladesh Economy:

llow does it look alter two
ycars of BNP rule? &

Right through the whole
article, the columnist has cho-
scn his facts as selectively as

possible to pass the harshest -

conceivable jud
performance the present
administration, especially of
the Finance Minister, Saifur
Rahman, and concluding it
with the statement, "Under
these conditions, one wonders
about the government's com-
pelence in managing the
cconomy.” '
Before discussing some of
the highly biased opinions of
the Star columnist, let us sce
what are the positive develop-
ments Kibria has conveniently
overlooked. |
After referring to the losses
suffered by six sector corpora-
tions, Kibria says, "Two years is
a long enough time to do
something about it. Does this
justjfy big claims for good
macro-economic manage-
ment?" True, we have not seen
much results yet of the macro-
economic rms introduccd
by the ment. However;
as sources close to aid agen-

nt on the

address.

Sir, On 7th January, an in-
ternational tender was I?\dtﬂd
through a local English dally
for supp different materi-

als for the expansion of the
electricity distribution system

in the rural areas of

- Bangladesh under a debt relfef

grant from a develo coun-
try. In that tender bidders
may be from any developed
country belonging to the OECD
(Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development)
and from any developing

country except Bangladesh.
If it would have been open

lo Bangladesh, some local in-
dustries might have partici-
pated in the tender. Generally
in this type of tender the local
industries get 15% discount.
But in most of the cases the
raw materials are imported
from abroad. Our import policy
is such that in many cases the
duty on the imported raw ma-
terial is too high, so the local
industries face a lot of difficul-
ties in making a successful bid.
But in the present case, the
condition is absolute: No in-
dustry or firm in Bangladesh
can compete in the bid. Our

the strong.

Gorbachev belongs to his-
tory but Yeltsin's Russia dis-
owns him. What 18 more of a

ity is that the Summit at
oscow failed to extend to
him the minimum diplomatic
cou due to him.

| owe this information to a
news item that | happened to
come across some time back,
and it immediately reminded
me of a stmilar incident which
happened in Dhaka during the
first SAARC Summit here, in
1985,

Ziaur Rahman was blotted
outl from the s hes and wut-
terances of his syccessor,
President Hussein Mohammad

Ershad. At least one head of

state, President Galyyum of
Maldtves, found this odd, and
he blurted out something to
express his sense of disgust.

The next Summit-to-be will
take care of the lapse, and
Ziaur Rahman will figure in
ceremonial s hes and his
tomb will be visited After all
the lfberty that has been taken
with it, history will assert i
self.

Which means that
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, whose name has been
completely erased out from
state functions and celebra
tions in h, will reap-
pear after the moratorium has
Been lifted. Indeed in a recent
official speech the Prime
Minister did mention him,
putting him in the third pesi

tion in the order of the illus-
trious dead. It was a travesty of
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precedence, and caused more
anger than joy, but it neverthe-
less Indicated that the con-
spiracy of silence was begin
ning to weigh on the con-
science of those vowed to si-
lence.

The oflictal history of the
Soviet Union, we are told, had
to be revised [requently and
chapters dealing with leaders,
either supplanted or currently
under disgrace, had to be
rewritien. The same must be
true of China which, during its
shorter history, has witnesscd
heroes of yesterday turned into
villains of today. It was easy to

PSS SING

In a neat couplet,

Rabindranath might have had
this distortion in ‘mind when
he wrole;

The eche always meocks at
the sound

lest others come lo know
that it stands in debt to the
other.

The poet might have had
quite other thoughts in his
mind, e g. the manncr and
style of imitators and lesser
writers. Still his couplet de-
scribes some political writers
and some politicians pretily
well.

Yilisin, for all that | know,

CLOUDS

Zallur Rahman Siddiqgun

deal with Lin Ptau, but Mao
sed a problem He was too
to be dismissed or deni:
grated outright, and his
diminution had to be cautious
and qualtfied. If the majority of
the late leader's portraits and
slatues could be removed, and
his tomb carefully kept out of
bounds for tourisis, some at
lcast had to be kept where
L wernre,
re common than erasing
the t is disto the past.
In case of Sheikh Muijib,
both the processes have been
tried, and continue to be tried.
This is done more successfully
in Radio and Television than in
the print media. This is done
with some finessec by some
politicians, but more usually in
a clumasy fashion by others.

owes a lot to Gorbachev, with-
out whese liberalising policy
he¢ could not have ‘Come
wha! he is loday. Butl one time
Mends have it in them Lo be-
come the bitterest enemics,
That politics is a less crucl
and a much more évilized
gGunc today in Russia than what
i1 was undcer Stalin cannot be
dented, In bringing this
change about, Gorbachev had
playcd & most decisive role
Considcrable bitterness at-
tended the manner In which

. Gorbachev was removed (rom

power. One sysiem, one polit]-
cal order was replaced by an-

other. The two leaders stood
for two policies ecach contra:
dicling the other. That being
the immediate background,
Gorbachev's being invited to an

offictal banguet — f only
meta — was expect-

ing JT:M:.
The ollicial blackowt of

Bangabandhu can perhaps be
explained, as proceeding from
a comparable situation. The
country remains intact but the
events of mid-August, 1975
virtually heralded a new sys-
tem. Justifying the new order
demanded pultling a conve-
nient construction on the
older order. The older order
was just emerging and only its
contours were visible: the
Presidential form and the one-
party system. Even this outline
was enough to draw the demo-
cratic ire of people who, dur-
ing the next fifleen years of
their ascendency, had ample
scope to practice their own
brand of democracy.

Bangabandhu has lelt a
problem for his successors in
power . between the two has
exisled a political incompati-
WYlity. The successors E‘Hﬂ'
tricd to solve this problem by
hoth the means available to
them: by erasing the past, and
bw distorting the picture.

This s matched, at the
other end, by excessive adula-
Uon, a hero-worship of a kind
which keeps criticiam at bay.
The moment is nol arrived yet

-when a balanced, unblased his-
tory can be attempted of the
political developments since
the fall of Ayub. Passion and
partisanship come (o play
a dominating role in today's
politics to the extent Lhat
within the Sangsad and out-

Columnist Kibria Should Discard a Partisan
Approach to National Issues

Mir Abdus Sattar

cics say, these reforms have
becen long overdue and their
implementation, es ly in
the tax structure the bank-
ing system, have removed un-
necessary obstacles to eco-
nomic progress. If these re-
forms d not taken placc
during these two ycars, the
country's chances ol moving
forward in the next two would
have been difficult, il not al-
most imposstble. The World
Bank President, Preston has
admitted that these reforms
have put the country on the
right track but that more re-
mains to be down. This is the
kind of balanced opinion we
would liké to hear from ‘&
columnist of a per like

‘the Star. But we dor™.

Among these reforms, the
introduction of fiscal discipline
in the bankirtg system is cer-
tainly one, almost at the lop of
the list. Kibria probably knows
what havoc the free-for-all sit-
uation had caused in several of
our banks during the years ol
the Ershad regime, with shady
businessmen — and friends of
the ousted President — bor-

rowing crores of takas with

political-signals coming form
the top. Judging by what | hear
from the banking circles, the
situation has becn reversed.
The so-called "defaulters’' cul-
ture” — to borrow huge funds
with no intention to pay — has
slowly disappeared. This is, by
no means, a small achieve-
ment. Unfortunately, banks
may have become a little too
cautious in lending funds,
while industrialists are mark-

ing time in asking for substan- .

tial borrowings. This situation
which may well be a passing
phase, and we can put part of
the blame on the banks, part of
it on the private sector and
part of it on the fluid socio-po-

litical situation in the country.
llere, Kibria's judgement is as
hasty as it is H.Lrnxh-c He says,
"He (Sailur Rahman) fails to
recognize that the continuing
stagnation of the economy is a
clear evidence of the failure ol
the macro-economic manage-
ment of the economy.”

The columnist refers to his
[avourite expression, stagna-
tion again towards the end of
his piece, "The state of the
economy, after two s of
BNP rule causes nothing but
concern. It may be one of the
longest periods of stagnation
that we have endured.”

Stagnation means, nothing

is moving. While I'am far from

pleased with what we have
achieve so far, | would not use
the term "s n" to de-

is up and the exchange vilue of
our currency remains stable?
Here, | am certainly con-
cerned aboul farmers unable o
get a fafr price for their pro-
duce. In a way, this is the re-
sult of the market ¢conomy
opcrating without subsidics.
The administration should
wiatlch the situation with care.

It may be an ex rated
claim, which Kibria has dis-
missed with sarcasm, when
government leaders say thal
“fruits” of development have
started to reach the people.
However, the administration
may be taking some credit for
the compietion of a number of
inlrastruetural projects which
were  started during the
Ershad regime as well as for

scribe the present situation. It ~writing off agricultural loans (a

would not be tion if dis-
bursement of aid during 1992
mct the international stan-
dard, as former ERD Secretary
Enam Chaudhury told the Star
last weck, il the exporl camn-
ing remained at a salisfactory
level, il revenue collection, a
tool for the mobilisation of in-
ternal resources, was onc of
the highest in recent years and
if the foreign exchange rescerve
reached all time high. (On the
foreign exchange situation, we
should recognise that our in-
dustrialists are not importing
capital s. This is a nega-
tive aspect: On the other hand,
it also means we have built up
a healthy reserve in hard cur-
rency Lo meet any emergency
and to be able lo support a
drivc towards industrialisation
when it does take place.

Bangladesh had seldom been
in such a lucky situation be-
fore).

Again, is it "stagnation” Lthat
the rate of inflation has been
halted, agricultural production

@ qucstionable move that ccr-

tainly meant a lot to farmers).

As we all know, even in the
worsl possible scenario, therc

are always some areas of posi-

tive achievements. This is the
casce with Bangladesh today.

To turn to one area of major
concern, there are all kinds of
rcasons why foreign invest-
ments are still staying away
from Bangladesh. The main
reason: Our competitors in this
region, such as Indonesia,
Vietnam and Malaysia, have
been politically most stable for

- a long period, while Bangla-

desh has known the most

turbulent years during the past

decade, including in past four
during the anti-Ershad agita-
tion and later, during the in-
[ighting among political par-
tics, Again, our competitors
have so much more natural re-
sources than our country, re-
sourccs whose possible ex-
ploitation serves as the biggest
incentive for forcign capital.

L

Howcver, one possibility of
crcating a better climate for
invesiment lies in promoting a
national consensus, a task In
which political partics, includ-
ing the Awami League, must
play their respective roles. In
this task, even a columnist like
Kibria who is reported to be an
adviser to Sheikh Hasina
should play a econstructive,
even a moderating réle, espe-
cially when he has the advan-
tage of writing for such a noted
non-partisan paper like The
Daily Star. .

When Kibria or any other
newspaper writer plays a
constructive role, he (or §he)
would know that in eriticising
policies of -any government,
the writer must indeed ofler
an allernative agenda, his (or
her) own solutions to problems
which the adminisiration has
allegedly failed jo tackle. This
mecans that in his article pub-
lished by the Star on Sunday,
Kibria could have suggested
new approaches to such issucs
as Indo-Bangladesh trade, the
mounting losses suflered by

public sector corparations, the -

"stagnation” in the investment
scene and dealing with loan
defaulters to banks, which
have been mentioned in the
article. It seems to me that the
opposition Awami e too
suffers from the same failure,
the inability or unwillingncss
tlo present an alternative
agenda, as il its main job is to
lash out at the government
without saying what it would
do il (or when) it comgs lo
power. It also occurs 0 me
that while Kibria may be partly
right in accusing the Finance
Minister for not providing
cnough information on what
the banks have done with the
defaulters, one wonders why

Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. Howevér, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

question is: why cannot
Bangladesh compete in this
tender? What is wrong with
us? What is the philosophy
behind this embargo? We want
to know the reasons.

Generally this type of stifl
condition has got two ill ef-
fects on the fent country.
So this kind of foreign aid or
grant, whatever it may be,
must be rejected for the
greater interest of the country.

Reason number One: If the
local industry cannot compete
in this type of international
tender, it (local industry) can-
not survive, because its market
is locally based and that is too
limited. In a poor developing
country like h most
of the development works are
undertaken under foreign as-
sistance, aid or grant, but bulk
of these industrial materials
are required there. Now, if
that market {s blocked by this
type of peculiar condftion, the
local industries are to face
slow death largely due to dirth
of the market facilities. This is
exactly what are happening
with many of our industries.
Rather, for the interest of the
recipient country, the condi-
tions should be such that the
local industries are encouraged

lo compete in the tender and
get the work. ,
Reason number Two: This
type of stiff condition deliber-
ately discourages flourishing of
local industries, as well as local
technology. Thus the country,

in course of time, becomes

more and more dependent on
foreign technology through
foreign products. Today, no
more there is imperialism in
the form of physical occupa-
tion of a foreign land, but it
scems, of imperialism in the
form of on foreign
countries for techrology
emerges. We must be very cau-
tious about it. | tend to recall,
about threc years ago a similar
type of tender for the supply of
autorickshaws was invited. In
that tentler also Bangladesh
was not allowed to participate.
As a result we sce that the
roads of Dhaka City have been:
filled with a particular foreign
baby-taxis. If that tender could

'have been open to Bangladesh

and won by any of our enter-
prises in the field, its contrap-
tion would have got wonderful
opportunity of expanding mar-

- ket and it could have improved
- Its

performance through more
R&D including locally-made

parts.

In the past there was an au
tocratic regime which jusi ran
the country and cared little for
the interest of the nation. So
they took foreign loan, aid, or
grant for their personal inter-
est whatever the lerms and
conditions might be But the
present government (s a
democralic one, awred must be

very cautious about the terms
and conditions. Our motto

should be: Any loan, aid or

grant that hinders the interest

of the nation politically, eco-

nomically or technically sheuld

not be accepted. Government

of the people has nothing to

fear for the loss of this type of
loan, aid or grant, people must
understand the situation. We

hope the government would

take appropriate measure in’
the present case too.

Dr Syed Ali Afzal
Uttara, Dhaka.

Tribute to Audrey
Hepburn

Sir, | want to express the
trug feelings of a student at the
sad demise of Audrey Hepburn.
Today the world mourns her
death. We will always remem-
ber her with fond memories.
Of all the good-will ambas-
sadors who have so far served
the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF), Audrey Hcp-
burn occupied a special place
in the hearts of miliions,
particularly in the Third
World. She gave to the chil
dren worldover the aflection
and fond care as much whal
she had given to her [irst
movie character in the Homan
lHoliday which got her the

Oscar award, When Hepburn
| passed away on Wednesday the

201h January at her lonely vil-
lage home in Switzerland after
a long illness of cancer, the
children  of this world lost a
cartrg iend

Bangladeshis will always
remember her from the visit
she paid to them in Octgber,
1989. Just before the late
Bengali film maker Satyajit Ray
dicd in April, 1992, Audrey
Hepburn had announced the
special honorary Oscar award
given to him by the American
film industry, We urge BTV to
!fccaal the excerpts of Audrey
Hepburn's visit to Bangladesh
and also her famous movies in
the ncar future as a special
tribute.

May her soul rest in peace.
Adib Reza
Paribagh FHouse,

Dhalea

The English
Language

Sir, Certainly the readers of
ncwspapers will recall that
during the past twentyonc
ycars a few hundred of letiers
and wrile-ups were published
in different newspapers
wherein each individual writer
had expressed the different
view points. However, all the
writers, more or less, had ex
pressed the impertance of
bearing the English language.

Recently BTV had made a
declaration asking for opinion
and {t was done in the Bangla
language. Possibly the TV dis-
cussion shall also be in the
Bangla language. so that the
people may understand the
points of the discussion:
Nevertheless, to maintain the
fragrance of each individual
language it ‘s very fmportant
to uphold that the discussion

sidc, the real busincss of poli-

:
1
:
_E
3

the past. It can produce a ver-
sion of history, though this can
never be the final version.

role of politicians —
ﬂhnufm.ﬂﬁt:wm
indistinguishable in thosc days
— at the time of the break-up
of Pakistan. history,
or that which for his-
tory, is being reviewed. Out of
frustration, out of bitterncss
has come a
In Bangladesh,
cial history, but there is an of-
ficial attitude, a point of view
which stands on the way of
history. Rumour goes that in-
to the war of lberation have
been destroyed, because these
are untraceable now. In the ab-
sende of any attempt at fixing
the responsibility one is per-
mitied to conclude that at the
official level, there may be a
reluctance to face the truth.

the opposition at the Sangsad
has not used either the ques-
tion-answer sessfon or a de-
bate on the economy to elicit
all the facts on this crucial
matter. As we all know, what-

ment or the country. It must
also be said to his credit that
in all his meetings with trade
bodies or representatives of
the mediax, he has often gone
as far as possible in focussing
on Lhe flaws in the adminisira-
tion.

information that he
cused Rghman of hiding
the public. It would be indced
a tesi for the Finance Minister
and a professional challenge

ﬁ-.?'..lmrﬁ'!fh‘ ;
Once the distinguished
colummist of the Star takes u
such a he may well
refrain from making such
sweeping statements, to quote
from his last Sunday's piece, as
"the list of sick industries is
getting longer, the consumer
prices are i and cor-
ruption (remain) as pervasive

as cver,” without quoting any
sources and providing any fig-
es. When we read ﬂ11
statements which may be
based on hearsays, we can
worry as to what can ha to
an expert, a retired civil ser-
vant and a former UN official
when he takes up a partisan
position ‘in preference to a
broad-based national open for
rcasons best known to himself,
and, in the process, depriving
his readers of benefitting from
his expertise and understand-
ing of the facing not
just the BNP government but
the country as a whole.

‘A banker and a financial
analyst by profession who has
worked at home and abroad,
the writer is an occasional
contributor to the media.

e e
B —
B

e e e e e e T e o e e —

m — e s e — e T R I R S T O s

re s e e = e e e e ———
Tl R B . 5 e S e e e . e e s e i . SRR B o - e g ot

on any language ought to be
also in that particular language
and in our case it is to be in
th¢ English language and that
shall be the most vital move-
moenl to create interests of the
people about the English lan-

To develop any country of
the world, only ten percent of
the total population u do
think, formulate the theories
and plans, and work out the
plans in the fields of action
while the 90% of the popula-
tion do come forward to co-
operate as the and /or
for investment and/or only as

the working partners etc.
Similarly the importanee of

the English lamﬁaﬁc is vital to
those who wou esire to go
abroad for higher studies and
the number would not exceed
beyond 10%. It is very vital to
remember that the English
language has become almosi a
lingua franca, and it is more
convenient for us to study it

The English bn;uage could
be a good lingua franca for our
students, who would go abroad
for study pu and it could
be easily included for our stu-
dents to study it with interest
and zeal. However, our stu-
dents ought not to be made to
feel that they are not intelli-
gent because they do not knew
good English and hence de-
tained ... herein is the prob-
lem created in Bangladesh and
such problem has no economie
value.

Andrew [YCosta
FHemendra Das Road, Dhaka



