Eskaton win

anyway

Sports Reporter
The only match of the
Milnars First Division position

deciding league at the Mirpur
Pallabt ground yesterday was
tied bul Eskaton Sabuj Sangha
still came out winners on bet-

The 43 overs a side aflair
ended with both the lcams
mustering 220
Eskaton lost one wicket less
than Bangladesh Railway's
geven

Sent in 1o bat, Eskaton
Sabuj Sangha amassed 220
Juns the loss of six wickels
in the possible 43 overs,
dthanks te a superb
stand between Pappu and
Biplob which preduced 142
puns in 31.5 evers.
scored with 73 eoff 105
gmbellished with six shots
across the fence while Pappu

ﬁtlﬂhﬁﬂ*hfﬂﬂﬂwﬂh
fours.,

.. Colonel 21) was the only
other Eskaton balsman o
contribute a 20-

84 and 37 runs respectively.

. Biplob returned figures of
two for 43 — not bad in a day
clearly dominated by the wil-
low wiclders.

- Nirman cricket

Sports Reporter

 Blossom International -

ied for the final round of the
Dhaka zonal championship
for the eleventh Nirman
schools ericket tourmament by
emerging as l:;yﬂmup B
champions yeste ; .

Blossom International beat
BCSIR High School by six
wickets in the Group B final at
the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium.

BCSIR School, batting first,
were bundled out for a paltry
A8 in 24.3 overs with Milon
making 27.

Babla and Rana took three
and two scalps respectively for
Blossom International.

Blossom International
reached the target in the 21st
over making 89 with six wick-
ets in hand with Putan top-
scoring with 38 with the help
of five shots across the fence.

The BCSIR school skipper
Sagib bagged two wickets for

2B.

* At the Saint Josephs
School ground, Dhaka Colle-
giate School beat Ahmed
Bawany Academy by seven

wickets to move into the
Group H final.
Sent in to bat Ahmed

Bawany Academy made 155 for
the loss of ninc wickels in
23.1 overs with epcner Fardin
topscoring with 46 from 43
balls and Nabt and Ahsan
making 3] and 21 respec-

Morshed bagged three
wickets for 28 while Raja and
Suman took two wickets each.

Dhaka Collegiate School
made 156 for the loss of three
wickets in 28.2 overs with
Morshed and Amin remaining
unconquered on 32 and 31
respectively.

Ahsan and Nabi took one
wicket apiece.

Shafiuddin Sarker School
registered a 68-run victory
over Jatrabari B t Unnayan
Board High School in the other
match of the day.

- Div I cricket

Sports Reporter
Nabin Sangha recorded a
vincing a 53-run victory
st Rainbow Athletic Club
.'“ the Second Division cricket
league at the Dhanmondi Club
| ground yesterday.
f Senl};: to bat Nabin Sangha
‘made 166 losing seven wickets
| from their allotted quota of 35
rs with Khokon (sr) making

‘off 67 balls with the help of

couple of over boundaries
and as many boundaries. |

Mona two wickets’
and Tapu and Sajal took one
each.

Rainbow Athletic Club were
skittled out for a poor 113 in
29.1 overs with Tapu topscor-
ing with 33.

. Khokon (jr} with four
wickets for 19 ripped throu

the opponen
‘Adil chipped in with three for

12.
. Narrow wins for
Spartak, Dynamo

‘' MOSCOW, Jan 30: Sparlak
Moscow and Dynamo Minsk
scored narrow victories ovcer
their opponcnts on Friday to
reach the _final of the

Commonwcalth of Indepen-
dent Stales 11-a-side indoor

football wournament here on
Friday, reports AFP,

Russian champions Spartak
beat Dinamo Thilissi 2-1 with
centre-forward Victor Onopko
scoring in the [inal five min-
ules. ;

Dynamo needed a penalty
shootout with 'Lithuania's
Fkranas Panavegis which they
Mon 4-2, -

runs but

first-wicket |

ts' batting while.

India in driving position

CALCUTTA, Jan
30: I England’s
howlers didn't
have a clue how
to stop the sweet
metronomic rhyt-
hm of Mohammad Azhar
uddin’'s bal on the opening day
Friday their bowlers had cven
fewer answers against the
indian bowlers on the sccond
day of the first Test today,

finishing on a precarious 88
for five at stumps.

india, who rode on the bril-
liance of their 'skipc{:cr
Azharuddin, eventually dis-
missed for a masterly 182 soon
after lunch, held the whip
hand with three days to go and
England needing another B4
runs just to avoid the follow on
— a daunting proposition for
the tourists on an increasingly
lurning track.

Prabhakar gave India a bril-
liant start when England
started their reply to the home
tcam's 371 all out by clean
bowling a rather tired Alce
Stewart for nought, the first
ball faced by the makeshilt
wickctkeeper. 1t was a blow
from which England, by day’s
end il seemed, never quite re-
covered. That wicket fell with
the score on eight.

Captain Graham Gooch,
playing his 100th Test, failed
lo get going and edged a sharp
turner from left-armer Venkat
Raju to Azhar in the slips for
17.

Yet at 37 for two it didn't
look all that hopeless, Bul
things soon got from bad to
worse for Gooch's men, Robin
Smith, one of the mainstays of
their batting, knew nothing
about a ball from leg-spinner
Anil Kumble, Amre snapping
him up at forward short leg on
the forward prod. From 38 for
three it became 40 for four
when Graeme Hick, the great
English batting hope from
Zimbabwe, was all at sea
against a top spinner from the
tall Kumble which castled him
after he had scored just one
from a dozen deliveries.

Neil Fairbrother joined
former England captain Mike
Gatting. who, in the meantime,
was Lrying to keep his end up
as wickets fell at the other,
The pair batted cautiously,
Gatting the more circumspect
and Fairbrother preferring to
use his pads more than his bat
to smother the spinners who
wore gradually getiing more
and more purchase on the
newly laid wicket. .

Forty-seven runs wcre
added — rather, accumulated
— by these two in 23 overs and
just when the crowd was

delivery clean bowls him on the secon
India at Eden Gardens, Calcutta yesterday.

Afzal H Khan

From Eden Gardens, Caleutta

preparing to leave for home
disaster revigited the English
camp. Gatting, who was a tr
fle fortunale in surviving =a
vlose leg belore appeal by Test
debutant off-spinner Rajesh
Chauhan a litthe carlicr, getting
the benefit of the doubt from
ampire Piloo Reporter, was
bowled neck and crop by one
that kept a shade low from
Chavhan a ceuple of overs

later. Gatting's painstaking.
vigil on his return to Test
cricket after his unpardoned
South African sojourn as a
rebel threc years ago, lasted
160 minutes and his 33 runs
were gathered ofl 142 balls.
Fairbrother, not out on 17,
batted confidently, perhaps to
convince the English scleclors
that unlike his more familiar
of a slam-bang slasher in
the abridged version he. oo,
can be a stayer in the longer
game. But he will need to stay
a lot while longer tomorrow if

_he is to prove his point and

serve England's cause at their
time of need. For England
nced him now.

Azhar continucd this
morning in the same¢ manncr
as on Friday, evoking the vis-
age for the large English press
corps here of a right-handed
David Gower with his fluent,
unhurried strokeplay. ll¢ and
Kapil Dev put on 68 runs in 72

UDDIN ... 182

minutes for the sixth-wicket
before the latter left for an in-
different 13. Azhar's 182, his
highest against England, was
made in 321 minutes ofl just
198 balls and was embellished
with 26 fours and a straightish
six off Salisbury. A tired flick
off the toes off Hick saw the
Indian skipper giving an casy
catch to his counterpart at

midwicket. Hick, who earlier
accounted for Kapil, picked up
anolther wicket to finish with
three for 19 from 12.1 overs.
Devon Malcolm too picked up
three wickets but the two that
he got today were tailenders
Kumble and Raju whom he
bowled with his pace.

So. while the Indians
should start thinking in posi-
fur

tve formes Lo e A w1

Timber! Alec Stawali't. the English opener looks back in disappointment as a Prabhakar

d day of the first cricket Test between England and

— Star TV photn

a change — their opponents
from the mothor couniry of
cricket will have the wholc
night to think of ways 1o save
this match. The moed iy the
two camps can be gauged [rom
the shy smile on Azhar's lips
contrasted with the decp.
quizzical crcascs on Gooch s
rﬂr{‘hﬂ'ﬂfl.
SCOREBOARD

Scorcboard on the second
day of the first cricket Test be-
tween India and England to-

INDIA:

First innings
(overnight 263-4)
M Prabhakar ¢ Lewis
b Salisbury . 46
N Sidhu ¢ Hick b Taylor 13
V Kumble ¢ Hick b Jarvis 16
S Tendulker ¢ Hick :
‘b Malcolm 50
M Azharuddin ¢ Gooch
b Hick 182
P Amre ¢ Hick b Jarvis 12
Kapil Dev ¢ Lewis b Hick 13
- K More not out 4
A Kumble b Malcolm 0
R Chauhan b Malcol 2
V Raju ¢ Slisbury b Hick 1
Extras: (b-6, Ib-6 nb-10,
w- 10} : 32
Total: 371

Fall of wickets: 1-49; 2-78;
3-93: 4-216; 5-278; 6-346; T-
362; B-368; 9-370

Bowling: 0O M. R W
Malcolm 24 3 67 3
Jarvis 27 5 72 2
Lewis 23 5 64 O
Taylor 19 2 656 1
Salisbury 17 2 72 1
Hick 12.5 5 19 3

ENGLAND: First innings
G Gooch ¢ Azharuddin

b Raju 17
A Siewart b Prabhakar 0
M Gatting b Chauhan - 33 .
[t Smith ¢ Amre b Kumble 1
G Hick b Kumble 1
N Fairbrother not out 17
| Salisbury not out 0
Extras: (b-8, 1b-7, w-4) 19
Total {for five wickets) ‘88
Fall of wickets: 1-8; 2-37;

3-38; 4-39; 5-87
To bat: C. Lewis, P, Jarvis, 1.
Malcolm, P. Taylor

- 0O M R w
KapilDev 6 1. 18 0
Prabhakar 6 2 7 ]
Kumble 17 5 24 4.
Raju 13 6 15 1

3 9 1

Sport
| Pakistan off to | Galvanised Gulshan, merry MSC

| of
| Trophy tournament, reporis

BONN, Jan 30:
German swimm-
ing chiefs may
still take interna-
tional officials to
court over their

Astrid Strauss, the former
world champion who blames a
posilive drugs test on a heavy
beer-drinking session, reports
Reuter.

The International Swim
ming Federation (FINA] on
Thursday turncd down a
German appeal against the 18-
month penalty which FINA
imposed on Strauss last month
after a positive test for the
steroid testosterone.

' But a leading anti-doping
official "at the German
Swimming Federation (DSV),

with the swimmer to limit the
ban to six months, was
adamant on Friday that the
Swiss -based FINA had no legal
right to intervenc.

“action will not be made be-
re a DSV board meeting on
Monday, anti-doping chiefl
Juergen Medla said: "l stand by

my previous position that FINA

| has not acted in a correct way

decision o incr-ease a ban on -

- Commitiee

which had earlier struck a deal -

While a final decision on le-

DSV may still take FINA to co

legally.”
"But that is only my per-
sonal view. The DSV board

needs Lo discuss the malter o
Manday and dcecide upon an
aclion.”

Last month Mcdla wrote a
strong-worded letler to FINA
president Mustapha Larfaoui in
which he threatened to Lake
FINA to the Swiss Civil Courts
and the International Olympic
IOC arbitration
panel if it did not back down.

"The DSV wiil nol allow it-
scll to be a puppet in carrying
out arbitrary measures,” the”
lawyer wrote. "On what bascs
and prools does the (FINA) bu-
reaw have the nerve to main-
tain! that Ms Sirauss used
banned doping substances 7"

DSV officials must now de-
cide whether L js worth sour-
ing relations with the govern-
ing body for a swimmer who (s
unlikely to represent Germany

Strauss's urine was found lo
contain extremely high levels
of testosterone alter a random
test during training last March.

The 1986 world BOO me-
tres freestyle champion
claimed the lestosterone was
produced naturally after she

drank hcavily at a party at her
Magdcburg Sports Club just
belore the test,

Strauss won a court injunc-
tion against the DSV to swim
at the Olympic trials but was
suspended from compeling al
the Barcelona Games. Alter
striking the six-month dcal,
the DSV then joined battle
with Strauss against FINA,

The scandal has already
caused many problems within
the DSV, including the resig-
nation of a former anti-doping
campaigner,

Clough's tips for
Roy Keane

- NOTTINGHAM, England,
Jan 30: Roy Keane, the hottest
property in English football,
has been ordered by Notting-
ham Forest manager Brian
Clough to find a girlfriend and
get married, reports AFP.

Clough has issued the ad-
vice after a serics of unsavoury
‘incidents’ on and off the field
involving the 21-year-old Re-
public of Ireland international,
culniinating in his substitution

al Manchester United on
Wednesday.

Sharjah

KARACHI, Jan 30: A 16-
member Pakistan crickel

| squad led by leflt-arm all

Jounder Wasim Akram, left for
Sharjah Saturday for the starl
the three-nation Wills

AFP

Before leaving Lahore for
the tournament which begins
Monday, Akram said his tcam
would "Do its best to win not
only in Sharjah but also in
South Africa where we fly from
there.”

“The team is a combination
ol expertenced and talented
newecomers and we will goall-
out 1o restore our henour,’
Akram sald.

Akram faces an uphill task
in uniting the team for the
games against Zimbabwe and
Shri Lanka, after the contro-
versial decision by the Pakistan
Cricket Board to strip Javed
Miandad of his captaincy fol
lowing an unsuccessful tour ol

Australia and New Zealand and
a dispule over the tclusion ol

Salim Malik and opener
Rameez Raja in the sige.

Originally
were excluded from the squad
for poor performance and in-
discipline bul aficr consider-
able pressure from the board
they were inchuded, much to
Miandad's disgust.

Miandad had carlicr said he
was let down by the poor form
of his vice-captain Raja, Malik
and other [rontline batsmen.

The Pakistan. tcam will fly

 on to South Alrica to take part

in the triangular series involv-
ing the West Indics and South
Alrica.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
Cricket Board president,
Justice Nasim llassan Shah,
hinted Friday that Akram could
rciain the captainey for ten
years if he performed well in
Sharjah and South Alrica.

Junior chess

Sports Reporter

Seven players including na-
tional champion Reefat bin
Satter with full three points
jointly led the table of the 14th
national junior chess champi-
onship at the completion of
the third-round matches at the
National Sports Council chess
room ycsterday.

The six other players arc
Jahangir Ahmed, Taiyabur
Rahman, Mahmudun Nabi
Lenin, Nazrul lslam, Arman
Monir and Mohammad
Shalfiqul Islam.

Reefat beal Ruhul Islam. §

Jahangir defeated Shafiq
Ahmed, Taiyub outwitted
Sajjad Kishore, Lenin got the
better of Shaliul Azam, Nazrul
beat Sharifl Imran Hanif, Arman
defeated Anisur Rahman and
Shafiq got past Javed llessain
in their respective third -round
cncounters.

Abdullah Al Rakib and

Mamunur Rashid collected two |

and a hall points to follow the
first seven,

.Handball results

Sports Reporter

Christfan Youth Club regis-
lered an exciting 21-20 victory
against Pragati Boys Club in
the Suncrest Second Division
handball super e at the
Ouler Stadium handball court
yesierday.

Christian Youth, with this

{ victory, took their tally to 12

points from five super leaguc
oulings.

Nawabpur Sporting Club
beat Dipali Juba Sangha by 16

goals 1o 12 in the other match
of the day.:

TODAY'S MATCHES

Arunayatan vs Old Idcals
(2:15 pm)

Kurmitola Apollo vs Nabin

Sangha [3:15 pm)

British success

KATMANDU, Jan 30: rtish
runncrs finished Nos. 1 and 2
in the flirst Katmandu Inler-
national Marathon on Saturday,
reporls AP,

lcuan Ellis, 32, of Walces
reached the finish line in two
hours, 24 minutes and 10 sec-
onds, just ahecad of Hugh
Jones, 27, of England, who
had a time of 2:25: 50. z

A Russian runncr, Scrged

Khomutov, 24, was third at
2:29:47, and two Nepalese sol-
dicrs inished fourth and filth:
Shyam Lal at 2:30:50 and Rup
lL.al Poudel at 2:31:40.

Malik and Raja

o B T S —————— i T [T T

Mohammedan

" Sporting Club and
Gulshan Youth
recorded big wi-
ns of con-trasting

cliects in the
Navana Premier Division
cricket  league yesterday

Reigning champions Moham-
medans  registered an
uneveniful and nonchalant
nine wicket victory — their
sixth in a row — (o remain as
the tcam 1o beat while the
Greater Mymenshingh Cricket

S gt

.....
Eanit

KA QUL ALAM ... 65 no
Club IGMCC), fresh from their
fantastic ten-wicket win
agninsl title aspirants Abahani
Krira Chakra, suflered a seven-
wicket defeat to a
metamorphosed Gulshan
Youth, lo spring some surprisc.

At the Dhaka Stadium Surja
Tarun, sent into bat first by
MSC skipper Minhazul Abedin
Nannu, could muster an always
inadequate 154 for ‘eight
wickets after 45 over of a
ghostly paradigm of
batsmanship.

lladi and Titu's 40 run
opcening partnership ended in
the 13th over when the
gangling Hadi was run out for
21. Before Tarun could I'nrfl
ladi's loss, Rajinder, the
turbanned Sikh from India
who had scored a brilliant 94
in Tarun's last lost 'maich
against Brothers Union, left for
12, Nannu, who has been
gelling away with  his  slow
medium swinging stufl for
quite some - time, bowled
Rajinder to capture one of the
two of his victims of the day.

e  mmri—— e e

Sports Reporter

. Although wickets kept on
falling at regular intcrval
Javed Omar Golla and Shri
Lankan Priyalal Redrigo
chipped in with two useful
knocks.

Sanjeev Sharma bowled
Javed Omar Belim Golla for 24
while Rodrige remained
unbeaten on 34 when Surja
Tarun exhausted their quota of
45 overs, managing 154 flor
the loss of gight wickets.

Gamagee, MSC’'s tall Shri
Lankan man was the mosi
successiul bowler bagging two
for 21.

Nannu picked up two for 24
while Indian Sanjcev Sharma
and Aminul Islam Bulbul took
one apicee. ,

Mohammedans got off to an
uniroubled start with Harun-
ur-Rashid Liton and promoted
middle order bat Rafiqul Alam
posting 84 offt 19.2 overs.
Liton's share was decimated by
left arm spinner Gem who
bowlcd him for 24,

Raligul Alam then paired
with anether promotion win-
pcr  in the batting order —
Sanjeev Sharma and stroked
frecly to knock up 158 in 356.3
overs to give MSC a  huge
nine-wicket victory. Ralique
remained unbealen on 65
with the help of eight lovely
fours. Sharma unconqucred
knock of 54 contained [ive
fuurs. :

GMOC BITE DUST

 In another match of the
Navana league GMCC tasted
first defeat of this year's league
despite a fine ton by Indian
Raman Lamba at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Gulshan Youth, who are in
super form since the joining of
Indian Test players Ashok
Malhotra and Arun Lal, pulled
off an astonishingly comfort-
able seven wicket victory.

A disciplined century by
Raman Lamba was rendercd
useless as other GMCC bats-
men gave a pathetic display of
batting, when Gulshan skipper
chose to ficld aflter winning
the loss,

Raman played 123 balls and
hit hine fours. His lon went
unsung as only three other
batsmen reached the double

DHAKA SUNDAY JANUARY 31,
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figurcs with Shri Lankan
Sanjccva Wecrasinghe making
26 with included a sixer in
GMCC's lotal of 186 in 45
OVETS.

Arun Lal, who later played a
prominent role in Guishan's
victory with the bat gave a pre-
lude of things to lollow with
two wickets for 42. Asil ook
two for 53. There was one
wicket each for Shabbir
C howdhury, Indian Malhotra

anel Joydev.
Guishan, aided by Liton’s

S e
R LAMBA ... useless ton

pyrotechnics, survived the fury
of Dulu and Saiful putting 30
for the first wicket.

Liton cracked 35 studded
with seven fours off 36 balls
before being caught and
bowled by Billu. The lefl arm
spinner then removed Shoel in
the same manner for 26 but
that was all as far GMCC's suc-
cess with the ball was con-
cerncd.

Arun Lal then
teamed up with his compatriol
Ashok Malhotra to present
Gulshan their sixth victory in
cight matches. Arun remained
unbeaten on 61 off 79 balls
with the help ofl five fours.
Malhotra remained unbcaten
on 46 wilh off 58 halls as
Gulshan posted 190 for three
in 40.2 overs.

Billu really bowled woll to
finish with two for 28 oll nine
overs. Dulu took onc lor 32.

TODAY'S MATCH

Brothers vs Biman (Dhaka
Stadium)

Becausc

Imran seconds BCCP's choice

LONDON, Jan 30:
Imran Khan pr-
aised the Pakis-
lun Crickel Boa-
rd's decision to

- e _appoint Wasim
Akram as their new captain
and Mudassar Nazar as coach
ol the world champions on
Friday, reports ‘AFP.

Writing in the Daily Telec-
graph, the former Pakisian

IMKEAN KIIAN

captain [clt Javed Miandad's
demotlion was justified after
the world champions dismal
one-day displays in Australia.
The Pakistan Cricket Board
have made a dynamic move by
making the two players who
have played a major partl in
almost every win Pakistan has

since the World Cup, captain

and vice-captain, he wrote.

"Wasim Akram and Wagqar
Younis are the two best play-
ers in the team. This means
that both will command the
leam's respect.” '

Also Wasim has already
indicated that the intends to
gel rid © of the unfair system
through which the prize
money is unequally divided.
This will immediately have an
effect of-binding the team to-
gether.

‘Moreover, to help Wasim
and Wagar, Mudassay Nazar has
been appointed coach, which 1
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Ni ther you need any eaption for this.
English batsman Gatting's girth.

A laugh at the cost of
— Btar TV photo

1

feel is an excellent move.
During my cricketling career |
found Mudassar to be onc of
the best cricketing brains.”

"I feel their combination
will put the Pakistan cricket
teamn back on the right footing,

“Javed Miandad has always
Ecri'urrm:d better when the

urden of captaincy has becn
lifted [rom his shoulders and
he can get on with the task of
making runs. Besides, Javed's
advice will be of great use lo
the captain and the manager.

"Neo-one can ever predict
how good a caplian any player
will he until he is given the
job, However,] feel Wasim
possesses all the right quali-
ties.

Meanwhile, Imran, who re-
tired from erickcl alter lead-
ing Pakistan (. their World
Cup win in Australia last year,
denied reports that he is lo
marry Germany television
presenter Kirstiane Backer.

"She’s not the woman in my
life,” he told Friday's Today
newspaper.” If 1 get marriced,
I'll be telling everyonc.
Kirstiane is a [riend and no
‘more than that. The main
thing in my life is hospital I'm

building."
AKRAM CONFIDENT

In Karachi, Wasim said
Friday he would do his best Lo

restore Pakistan's honour in_

world cricket.

His team leave for Sharjah
today to participate in the
Wills Trophy international
scries starting on Monday. Shri
Lanka and Zimbabwe also take
part.
From Sharjah, Pakistan's

Rajshahi cricket
RAJSIIAIIL, Jan 30: United
[3oys Club and Mukti Sangha
won their respective malches
in the Bhorer Kagaj First
[Division ericket leaguc here
today (Saturday], reports UNID3.
United Boys Club defeated
Sultanabad Club by 30 runs.
Batting first, United Boys
were all out for 127 playing
33:3 overs with Ripon scoring
30 and Tarun 26,
Tarck of Sulianabad cap-

" tured four wickets giving away

26 runs.

In reply, Sullanabad Club
were bundled out at 81 runs in
29.3 ovors.

In the other match al the
Rajshahi divisional stadium,
Mukti Sangha delcated
Prabhati Sangha by 34 runs.

Mukti Sangha batted first to
score 134 Jor 9 in fixed 35
overs with Milan hitting 36’

Prabhati Sangha were bun-
dled out for 100 in 26 overs
with BHaki making 23.

Judo, karate camp

A judo and karate coaching
camp under the aegis of the
Bangladesh Jude and Karate
Federation will begin  from
February | at the Dhanmondi
gymnasium adjacent to the
Abahani Krira Chakra Club, says
a press release

breathe

i6-man squad travel o
Johannesburg to take parl in
one-day matches against Woesl
Indies. and Seuth Alrica.

Akram said, "The leam will
go all sut in the forthcoming
fixturcs and our performances
would have significant implica-
tions on the planned lour to
West Indies in March.”

The president of Beard of
Control for Cricket in Pakistan

el

S A i
. :

------

e

WASIM AKRAM
(BCCP). Justice Nasim Hasan
Shah said “If Akram performed
well as a captain in Sharjah
and South Alrica, Pakistan may
have found an able captain for
the next 10 years,”

Chinese soccer
opens. the door for
foreigners

BEIWJING, Jan 30: Foreig-
ners will be allowed Lo play lor
Chincse [ootball teams for the
first time as the country,gocs
allout to make it le the 1994
World Cup, the China daily
reporied Friday, reports AFP.

With a German already
coaching the Chinesc national
tcam, the ne¢w decision,
which permits China’s lop
cight football teams to each
hire one or two foreign  play-
ers, follows the adoption of a
professional club system lasl
year.

China should no longer re-
main stuck “outside the door
of the World Cup,” stalc coun-
cillor Li Tieying was quoled as
saying. Li, who oversees sports,
said the goal was lo ensure
China makes il to the 1994
Cup in the United States.

Despite Tootball being the
mosl popular spectalor sport,
China has failed in its last two
attempts to qualify for the
World Cup and just misscd
making il to the Darcelona
Olympic Games.

*Soccer is ene of the
masse's greal loves,” LI said,
“You could say it influenaces the
hearts of billlons of people.”

Fans have bitterly walched
the state-barked national
team losc lime and time In.

Natfonal ceach Klaus
Schlappner was brought in
from Geérmany last June lo
some life inte  the
tcam and has shown mixed
results



