12 The Brily Star

l)mw 10 KARTH

The history of the Kamal-
apur Railway Station is asso-
cialed with the transition of
the cily's poasition from the
‘capital of a province to the
capital of an independent
state. Prior to the indepen-
dence pertod, after
the partition of the subconti-
ment in 1947, the need was
cit to shift the station from its
old site at Fulbaria, when the
railway tracks ran through the
heart of a growing city at sev-
eral points. Then, in 1967, the

new station, entlowed with a

unigque architectural
cante {nto being at

It formed an &rchitectural
landmark with an air of open-
ness and expansiveness.

Since then there has been a
tremendous growth of the city.
This has taken away much of
the open look of the ratlway
station. Now In the heavy
cluster of rickshaws and baby
taxis parked in their stands in
front and the constant crowd
ol incoming and outgoing pas-

style,

sengers, the spaciousness, as
contemplated by the planners,
has been lost.

If you happen to be a pas-

scnger with some , the’
first jolt that you receive
upon entering the precincts of

the station is from the tussle
among the wailing porters to
take your luggage. When that
tussle is settled, the next tick-
lsh thing is to haggle about
the porterage . charge. Since
there are no prescri rales
of such charge, a lot of {ll-tem-
per is oa at the beginning
of your journcy. The same is
true also in the case of incom-
ing passengers who some-
thmes fall easy victims of .their
bargainidg tactics. It is not
clear whal stands in the way of
the ratlway authorities to fix

rates of porterage. This thing,

By A S M Nurunnabi

though simple in nature, can
be a cause of unnecessary ha-

1991. It is dilfcult to under-
stand how, without such a

information on many
Such information is
in the interest
. both domestic
and loreign. Some observers
commented that on accoumt of
the absence of such publica-
tion, the rafllway revenue is
somewhat adversely alfected.
This seems to reflect poorly on
the railway administration.
Some other necessary facili-
ties are absent. For example,
no toilet is provided on the
station premises exceplt for
upper class passcngers. There
is also no wailing room for
male lower class passengers.
In this situation, those passen-
gers, who form the bulk ol the
passenger traflic, experience
exireme inconvenience.
There are also no scaling ar-
rangements for passengers
within the slation. Since all
the eight platforms of the sta-
tion le in an uncovered area,
passengers are always cxposed
to the vagaries of nature. In a
tropical country ltke ours,
where rains and storms are
frequent, passengers’ suffering
while alighting and boarding
trains in such circumstances
knows no bounds. The pro-

-sengers. The

A Railway Station With a

Mixed Record

arrangements in the station
are alse found to be Inade-
quate. This reporicdly gives
scope in some area of Lhe sta-
tion to anti-social clements lo
:u%:rn'thﬂr activities.
are, however, some
redeeming features. It was no-
ticed that booking facilities are
adequate. For cach express
train, a separate booking
counter has been rovided
and so also for local trains.
This minimises the period of
walting for the intending pas-
enquiry and
reservation scclions also ap-
peared to function properly,
although there are complaints
that, when contacted *over
telephone from outside, t
somctimes tended to be luke-
warm in their response. The
presence of beggars, vagrants
and other undesirable cle-
ments within the inner opera-
tional area of the station also
appeared o be controlicd.
However, in the opinfon of
observers, a real test of the

performance ol the station
managemenl comes on the oc-
casions such as major festivals
when there s a heavy rush for
booking ol tickets. At such
times, it is alleged that black
marketing of tickets becomes
rampant in collusion with dis-
honest clements. I in future
the station authorities, by
adoption of appropriate mea-
sures, can minimise such ir-
regularity on such occasions, it
will carn the appreciation of
the travelling public.

In this context, the station
management may keep in
mind that big slations like Lhis
one¢ play an important role in
projecting a favourable image
ol a country to outsiders on the
basis of their satisfactory

record of passcuger handling.

¥
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esiablishment of democracy.
We have established democ-
racy and with the help of pco-
ple we want destred economic
development.

Detailing her government's
development programmes the
BNP Chairperson said immedi-
ately after coming to power
her government had to clear
all back log left by the auto-
cratic regime.

She saikl "we have alrcady
achicved in restructuring our
socio-economic basec aimed at
achieving emancipation for the
toiling masses ol the country.”

Begum Zia said the -
ment had already fulfilled
many of the long standing de-
mands of the people across the
country which were greally
neglecied by the autocratic

A number of bridges, cul-
verts and roads had been con-
structed during Lhe brief pe-
riod of the present govern-
ment, she said adding that in-
frastructural facflities had also
been significantly expanded
including expansion of power
supply and gas distribution sys-
-fem and other [acilitics to pro-
vide the nation with strong
base of soelo-economic

The Prime Minister called
upon the local people to cast
their vote in [avour of BNP
candidate Syed Mohammad
Mohsin to strengthen the
hands of the present demo-
cratic rnment.

The Prime Minister said
her government had given
special e hphasis on the 1-
opment of the women and ft
had alremdy chalked out various
programmes for thetr uplift.

tection, securily and lHghting

PM : Vote Mohsin

Dwelling on the local prob-
lems the Prirm: Minister said,
Mirpur is a vast arca and be-

- cause of this it has numecrous

problems accumulated during
the misrule of the autocratic
regime. She said her govern-
ment was active in solving
problems in the arca in phascs.
She safd it had plan to set up a
modern hospital within the
arca to provide healthcare [a-
cilitics for the 22 lakh people
residing in Mirpur.

"Unlike any other govern-

ment the HNP gnvernmt.nt al-
ways Kceps it fCommitment Lo

people,” Begum Zia said.

Bepum Zia recalled the sin-
cere d]'nrtn of late parliamen-
tarfans Ilaroon-ur- Rashid
Mollah for the development of
the locality. She prayed for the
peace of his departed soul.

The meetings were also ad-
dressed by BNP Secretary
General and LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdus
Salam Talukdar, Works
Minister Raliqul Islam Mia,
Mayor of Dhaka Mirza Abbas,
State Minister for Forest and
Environment Gayweswar
Chandra Roy, Stale Minister
for Sports Sadeque llossain,
city DBNP President Mir
Shawkat Alf, General Secretary
Salauddin Ahmed MP, BNP
candidate Syed Mohammad
Mohsin and son of late Haroon-
ur-Rashid Mollah MP, Ekhlas
Mollah.

Bloody riots
in Kinshasa

KINSHASA, Jan 29 The

sireets of Zaire's capilal were
strewn with bodies today aller

a sccond day of rioting by

mulinous (roops, wilncsses
said, reports Reuter. ’

Hasina
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the present government also
fafled to stop unabated smug-
gling of Indian goods which
ed the markets affecting
the local industries. "Now peo-
ple will judge which party is
faithfully serving the interest
of India”, she told the rally
amidst cheers,
lasina called the BNP rule
“a story ol misery, blufl, frus-
tration, corruplion and terror-

ism’
Referring lo various prob-

lems facing the people in
Mirpur including the dilapi-
dated condition of roads and
schools, llasina said the gov-
ernment §s duly-bound Lo re-
pair roads, provide electricity,
gas and waler as people give
" the government taxes for these
amenitics.,

The Awami l..t:'agut.' leader
hoped that people will not

{ make any mistake this time in

casting their vote for "boal” lo
cnsurc their rights to [ood,
work, education, shelter and
medicare [acilities.

Referring to the post-75
regime, llasina said the Zia
government tried to consolf-
date his power by killing 2,500
jawans, 600 ollicers of the
army and 500 officers of the
air force.”

Hasina claimed that no sol-
dier was killed in three and a
halfl ycars rule of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

She also recalled Lthe recon-
struction and rehabilitation
programme of the Awami
League government in the war-
ravaged country. The
Bangabandhu government es-
tablished military academy, re
build the army, BDR, police
and ansar, set up Islamic foun-
dation and madrasha board.

Had Bangabandhu been alive
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1' today, Bangladesh would not
have turned into a nation of
beggars, she deplored.

The meetings were also ad-
dressed, among others, by
Mohiuddin Ahmed MI?, Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury MP, Amir
Hossain Amu, Mohammad
Hanif, Kamal Majumdar and lo-

cal leaders.

* A Rose Show at Dhanmondi Women's Complex in city yesterday. |Story on Page-2|

HEtarphnta

‘Seven-day Unnayan Parishad seminar begins

Opposition obstructing efforts

to rapid development: Huda

Barrister Nazmul Huda, the
Information Minister, yester-
cday accused the mainstream
opposition in parllament of
obstructing government efforts
to atlain rapid development in
dilferent seclors which is al-
fecting everyday life of the
people.

The minister was address-
ing the inaugural session of a
scven-day national seminar
styled 'Bangladesh: The past
two decades and the present
organised by the Bangladesh
Unnayan Parishad at the
Planning Academy auditorium.

Presided over by the
Parishad Chairman Dr Kazi
Kholiquzzaman, the inaugural
scssion was addressed by
Rashed Khan Menon MP,
Parishad Vice Presidents Prol
Khaleda Salauddin and Dr
Mahbubul Hoque.

The minister said that the
democratically' elected gov-
ernment ol the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) wanted
to implement massive devel-
opment programmes with a
view to allevialing poverty,
spreading education, creating
employment opportunities and
accelerating LE pace ol eco-
nomic growth with the sincere
cooperation of the strong op-
position in parliament.

"But the opposition partics
are now desperately trying to
involve the government to set-
tle silly {ssues instead of
smooth tmplementation of the
development programme,” the
inister regretted,
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personncl. January 12 also saw
a hartal for the same rcason
Lthough it was restricted to the
[alishahar-Patenga areas as it
had been called by Port Dock
Workers Federation and trade
unions. On January 14 a hartal
wis observed to prutest against
the killing of a Shibir activist
and the same day Chhatra
League also gave the call for
hartal here lo protest the
rampage by Shibir activists.

On January 19 a hartal was
observed here at the call of the
Chittagong chapter of the
Awami League to protest the
killing of its two leaders
Rahmat Ullah and Akter
Hossain Raju, gunned down at.
Sitakundu and Raozan respec-
tively, by unidentified gunmen.

Again after five days the
Awami League called a hartal
January 25 lo protest the al-
lcged attempt on the life of

Sheikh Hasina, the leader of
the opposition, during her
public meeting at the Laldighi
Maidan the day before,

Besides, some other hartal
programmes are in the olling
with the BCL's giving a call for
hartal February 2 [ollowing the
death of its leader Abdul
Momin, a victim ol the
shootout at Hasina's mecling
January 24.

Halishahar Rights Resto-
ration Committee have also
threatened a continuous hartal
here if its five demands arc not

assured,

emplary punishment to the

Navymen responsible for the
Halishahar incident, shilting of

| the Naval base and rehabilita-

tion of the victims.

Mecanwhile, talking to this
correspondent  the llonorary
Consul for the Republic of
Korca here and former presi-
dent of Chittagong Chamber of

Commerce and Industries
Amir Khosru Mahmood
Chowdhury said that the spree

of hartals had lelt a very bad
impact on the business aclivi-
{,IEI and economic polentials
n Chittagong.

Khosru satd "l fear that
many Lraders will wind up

their businesses in Chittagong
if the wave of hartals does not

i stop.”

- Awami Lea

The demands include ex-

By Staff Correspondent

While evaluating the coun-
iry's economic situation
Nazrmul Huda told the audience
that Bangladesh, with most of
its people leflt in poverty,
unemployment, {lliteracy and
ill health, was lagging far be-
hind the rest of the world.

Underlining the reasons for
the present situation, the
minister said that the govern-
ment of the early days of in-
dependent Bangladesh was not
accountable to the people.

“The democratic steps
taken by the late President
Ziaur Rahman, in both the
ficlds of politics and economy,
in the late seveniies were dis-
rupied by the autocratic
rcgime ol Ershad during the
cighties.

[Rashed Khan Menon MP
sauid that underdevelopmbnt,
poverly and different brands ol
autocracy marked the List two
decades of the nation's history.

"We, in fact, failed to atlach
adequate importance lo the
necessity of fnnovaltive scll-
thinking about the ways and
means ol developing our own
economy,” Menon remarked
adding "the governments of
lht:n‘fnal two decades were de-
pcndent on the prescriplions
of the World Bank and
International Monctary Fund
(IMF} for the development of
our socicty.”

Talking ol the present,
Menon said the clected DBNP
government failed to bring
about any change in the pat-
teen ol

practised by the autocratic
regime ol Ershad during the
last decade.

Menon, suggesting mea-
surcs (o overcome present
cconomic crisis of the nation,
said that the government
should look for an "alternative

development method based on
in the -

democratic relorms
country s preunt
syslem

Mcnon's alternative syslem
includes radieal land reform,
restructuring of the bank loan
system with a view Lo provid-
ing the peasants with adequate
capital, special poverty allevia-
lion programme in Lhe rural
arcas, sciling up ol appropriale
tnfrastructure for industrialisa-
tion, enforeing labour disci-
plinc in the industrial units on
the basis of democratic trade
union rights of the workers,
increasing labour productivity,
spreading mass education, re-
ducing expenditure on the
armed forces and conservation
of environment.

Kazi Kholiquzzaman, in his

cronomic

presidential address, said (hat

development programme of
the democratically elected

. government should primarily

aim al aileviating poverty of the
pcople.

"Ecoromic growth does not
necessarily mcan eradication
ol poverty,” Kholiquzzaman
said adding, "allevialion of
poverty depends on  the

"equilable distribution of na-

tional wealth among the peo-

tg : Hartal spree

"Forvign investors might
feel discouraged to vone here
if such a trend of hartal con-
tinues,” Khosru added.

@amrul Islam Chowdhury, a
senfor official of a leadin
business house here sai
"during hartal Chittagong turns
into a dead city and we [ace
immense problems in com-
municating with our overseas
buyers leading to loss of busi-
ness deals and foreign cur-
rency’. Iln a mood of resent-
ment Qamrul also said "those

~who often scream for the de-

velopment of this port city
frequently indulge in calling
hartals though unknowingly
damaging its economy”.

Ataur Rahman Khan Kaisar,
Finance Secretary of the
gue and a prominent
local leader, said "frequent

hartals are al all not desirable -

though t they are uscd as polit-
fcal weapon”, ,

"The recent hartal pro-
grammes in Chitlagong have
undoubtedly struck a scvere
blow 1o ils cconomy,” Kalsar
said.

The Awami League lecader
had stressed for establishing
the rule of law and tightening
of the administration to re-
storc the conflidence of the
pecople in the government so
that I‘.ht.}r could avoid the polit-
ical "weapon” like hartal used
as a means of protest,

Salauddin ~ Kasem Khan,
HHonorary Consul of Turkey and
a city clite said "a city like
Chittagong cannot live. il the
trend of hartal again continues
and it may [ace demise eco-
nomically like Calcutta from
where businesses migraled to
lombay and other parts ol
Indfa”.

Bangladeshi
housewife's
cooki m% ffe at

EDINBURGIE A Bangladeshi
housewile has beaten hundreds
of prolessional cooks to reach
the [inal of the international
Indian chel of the year sontest
in Edinburgh, reports Reuter,

Tehmina Enayet of Dhaka
will be one of eight cooks pre-
sentling a four-dish meal for
four pcople at the final on
February 12,

coeonomic  polivtes ple.”
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public _muetings, preached to

woo the Mirpur cleetorate for
her party's nominee for the
crucial constituency.

The voting is slated for
Wednesday.

At lcast five cabinct mem-
bers, the city mayor, a number
of ruling party MPs and, of

course, the candidate Syed

Mohammad Mohsin also [ig-
urcd in the news items along
with the Prime Minister,

The leader of the Opposi-
tion in parliament Sheikh
[lasina also spoke at two
mecetings in Mirpur as part of
clectioneering for her parly's
bet, Kamal Majumder.

When asked about lhe
blackout, a senior official of the
3TV News said that they had

. no early information of Shclkh

llasina's meetings, though all
the national dailics carried the
report.

Nothing was conveyed [rom
the Opposition leader's office
cither, he said ‘adding that
TV would start covering the
lecader from today (Saturday).

The BNP meetings were
wt'll covered because of the TV
leam lagged Lo the PM's oflice,
the BTV official explained.

Stranded Pakistanis
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the settlement of the re-
turnces, They worried that
their majority would be offset
il the newcomers moved
south, home to bulk of the
3iharis, from Punjab.

A bomb blast in Sind killed
13 newly repatriated Biharis
and injured 14 others on
January 11.

During a trip to his home
province Punjab 11 days aflter
the explosion, Prime Minister

Sharil advised the returnees
not to move out of the
province.

Re-settlement would create
administrative problems and
help his political epponcnis
with propaganda opportiuni-
ties, Sharil told the inmates of
Okara Bihari colony.

Pakistan People's Parly ol
former prime ministier Benazir
Bhutto opposed the planned
repatriation while Sind
Muhajirs and Pakistan Jamaat-
e-Islami supporied Lthe relurn.
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Iraq ready to give UN
list of arms suppliers

MANAMA, Jan 29: Iraq is ready to give the United Nations
the list of companies that supplied Baghdad's chemieal, bal-

listic and biological weapons
Nikita Smidowich said upen arrival

team said here today.

the head of a UN

from Daghdad that it was the first time Iragis had indicated
they were ready to provide such a list, reports AFP.

Bush named for Nobel prize

WASHINGTON, Jan 29: A Nevada congresswoman has
nominated former President Bush for the Nobel Peace Prize

for his "monumental leadership” in driving |
bringing Arabs and Israclis 1o the

out of Kuwait,
and sending

troops lo feed Somalia. Rep Barbara F Vueanovigh, a
Republican, wrote to the Nobel Commitiee of the Norwegian

Parliament, reports AP.

Employers oppose

From Page | Col 7

porations excepting Bangla-
desh Chemical Industiries
Corporation (BCIC]) have the
capability to Er the higher
wages and other benelits as
recommended by the
commission.

The WD team also said that
the wage hike would put the
E;J:tr sector in serfous trou-

The Wage Commission
Report finalised on December,
30, 1992 recommended the
national minimum wages for
the public sector workers at
Taka 1000 and the privale sec-
tor workers at Taka 900 per
month. The report has been
submitied to the Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia on
January 18 for her consent.

In addition, the national
minimum wage for private
scctor recommended in the
commission report is Taka
900 per month. Compared to
this, the existing highest
minimum wage in the garment
industry is only Taka 627 per
month.

Accvording to an estimate,
the sectoral yearly financial in-
volvement for six public sec-
lor corporations due lo the
implementation of the report

. would be Taka 259 crore on

account of wages alone.

Of this amount, Taka 140
crore would be needed for
Bangladesh Jute Mills

Corporation (BRJMC), Taka 60
crore [or Hﬂndndt-uh Textile

Mills Corporation (I3TMC]),
Taka 14 crore lor ingdladesh
Chemical Industrics
Corporation (BCIC), Taka 21
crore for Bangladesh Food and
Sugar Industrics Corporation
{BFSIC), Taka 16 crorc for
Bangladesh Steel and
Engincering Corperalion
(BSEC) and Taka eighl crore
f[or Bangladesh Forest
Industries Development
Corporation (BF1DC).

In view of this huge finan-
clal inveolvement, Lhe BEA op-
poscs the reecommendations
stating that lixation of higher
wades for publiv svetor by as
miacl as 5l per cent at the
slatbing lwvel would make the
public seetor cnlcrprises niore
unviadbiv Ananeially, The pri-
vale sevlur now apprehonds
that wage hike {in public septor
would also have a sympathetic
effecl on the privale sclor

On the issue of nationnl
minimum wages, the TEA fuds
that this would cut acraoss op-

portunities for new cmploy-
mentl. Employers also  charge
thatl fssucs rclating to produc-
tivity such as productivity
norms, and productivity-link-
age wages were not covered in
the commission's report al-
though it was included in the
terms of reference of the
commission,

According to the recom-
mendations of the commis-
sion, cach worker is entitled
per month as ba-
sic wages, house rent, medieal
allowance, dearncss allowance
and conveyance allowance.
This amount was fixed at Taka
1064 in 1985 which shows
that the proposed wage is 51.3
per cent higher than the last
onc.

The commission [ixed the
total amounl on these same
heads at Taka 627 in 1977.

The new Wage Commission
Report shows Taka 1000 as
basic wages, Taka 400 as
house rent,Taka 150 as medi-
cal allowance and Taka 60 as
conveyance allowance. Comp-
ared with this, the 1985
report stipulated Taka 560 as
basic wages, Taka 196 as
house rent, Taka 100 as medi-
cal allowance, Taka 168 as
dearncss allowance and Taka
40 as conveyance allowance,

On the otherhand, the re-
port ﬁmpulcu Taka 729 per
month for each worker as
other benefits. This include
Taka 100 as provident fund,
coniribuiion Taka 166 as gra-
tuity, Taka 166 as [eslival
bonus, Taka 46 as leave en-
cashment and Taka 250 as
other allowances like night
shift and washing allowances.

Compared with this, the
other benclits in the 1985
Wage Commission Report was
Taka 266 only which means
the proposed benefil package
shows a 173 per cent Increasc
from that of the last report. In
the last report, the break-
down of the sther benelils was:

Taka 46 as providend fund,
contribution Taka 46 as gratu-
ity, Taka 46 as festival bonus,
Taka 14 as leave encashment
and Taka 112 as other al-
lowances.

Morcover, against an wage
increase of public sector
workers by over 40 per eent In
real terms during 1984-85 and

199081, the financial plight
of the tions aggravated.
During 1990-81, the public

scctor industrics incurred a
loss of Taka 446 crore as
dgninst the total asset of Taka
9370 crore indicating a nega-
tive return of (-] 4.76 per
eent on the total asset.

Hike of wages s now
blamed for the aggravating R-
nancial plight of the sector
corporations. Last year, wages
accounted for 165 cent of
the value addition of the BJMC
and 95 cent of TMC.

§ h faced one of the
highest wage hike during the
last decade. Manufacturing
wages In the United States in-
creased by 50 per cent during
the period, it increased by 118
per cent in UK, 45 per cont in
Japan, 45 per cent in Canada
and 114 puvr cent in Singapore.
But the rate of increase was
232 per cent in Bangladesh
for the same period.

The BEA alse feecls that
there is no justification for
lixing natio minimum wages
and that higher wages would
be ensurcd through demands
for skills rcpresented by
workcers. The BEA notes that
the padeaal minimum wage Is
a government intervention
which would hinder produc-
livily and create distortion.

Yeltsin
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Hament, he said, "We don't
want any break wilth Pakistan,
but there are principled posi-
lions against whk:h we would
nol ltke to go.”

"We sustain the Indian posi-

- tion on Kashmir and support

the unily «nd integrity of
india,” he said,

Yeltsin urged India to help
stabilise the situation in South
Asia which he said was becom-
ing "hemmed in' by territorial
and ‘'multi-=cthnic’ problems.

He made a velled reference
to the Ayodhya incident, which
sparked communal turmoil in
India and on a less intense
level fn Pakistan and
!hmgludnﬂh

"We arc awarc how impnr

tant it is for India to preserve
inter-communal peace,” Yelt-
sin said expressing Russias
opposition to "any use of rchi
gion for narrow political ends.”

Yeltsin said the nuclcar
threat had receded, but it was
important to strengthen the
Nuclear Non-proliferation
Treaty, which neither Indi
nor Pakistan have signed.

UNHCR
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UNIHCR pulled out from the
rcpatriation proeess alleging
that Dhaka was sending 1)
refugees home foreibly.
Bangladesh, however, in
sists that all of more than
17,000 refugees so [ar repa
trinted went back home volun

Larily,

Mcanwhile, Ba esh and
UNIICR have ed closer o a
new phase of cooperalion on
the refugees and their repatri-

ation.
"We are trying to arrive al a
comprehensive package of

measurces for cooperation thal
will help us achieve our com-
mon objective,” ayandor told
this correspondent.

He said Director at UNII-
CR's Asia Durcau Werner [Hla-
tter will visit Bangladesh in the
second week of February o
discuss the packages with gov-
ernment officials.

ndor said Mrs Ogala ac-
cep a ment invilation
te visit Bangladesh. No date
has been set,
"~ On his return home on
Thursday [rom a weck-long
visil to the United States alter
talks with UN BSeercia
CGeneral Boutros Boutros-G
and US officials Forcign Minis-
ter Mostaflizur Rahman sald
there was no more misun-
dersianding with the UNIICR,

Rahman's visit was promp-
ted by the UNIICR and the US
allegations of forced repat-
riation of the refugoes.



