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The US Trade Show which u?en- here today
will. we hope, provide a boost the economic

relations between Dhaka and Washington, wilh

" the private sector playing a key role in this exer-
cise.

On balance, the

nt picture is a mixed one.
On the positive side, ladesh has a merchan-
dise trade surplus with the United States in ap-
proaching a half a billion dollars per year, with its
exports composed mostly of garments. Huwmr
the country's heavy reliance on one single ﬂ
uct increases its vulnerability. We must, there-
fore, look for diversification lnd stay ahead ol our
competitors which are also develo their own
garment industry, with increased emphasis on
quality control and varieties. In contrast to our

trade surplus, the US exports to Bangladesh for
the past three years have n about $180 million
per year.

A major area ol our concern is in the field of
investment, On this score, Ambassador William B
Milam of the United States has rightly observed
that despite liberalisation of investment policy
and a democratically-elected government being
in oflice, very little investment, domestic or [or-
ﬂgn American or other, has been taking place in

ladesh. As he recen ﬁt it belore a meet-

ni the Rotary Club of D North, "a year and

alf aIler it was published, the New Indusirial

Policy, which realflirmed the government's desire

lo atiract investment, has nol produced any re-
sults.”

Without sayirg so in public. the government
here must ind be concermed over whal very
much looks like a stagnation in the [ield of in-
vestiment, serious enough to attract the attention

{ a foreign diplomat. The question is whether
the administration has been loo into the rea-
sons contribut to what we had recently de-
scribed as a "dismal situation.” We are not sure if
such a study has been going on within the
Finance Ministry.

Critics would say, it is very largely the question
of conlfidence which the administration has not
been able to generate among the investors. There
is obviously some truth in this assertion.
However, one could also argue that bitter political
warfare which has been going on for past two
years between the government and Lhe opposi-
tion, with both sides exchanging all kinds of ac-
cusations, has caused serious erosion of public
confidence in the system as a whole, rather than
just in the government. While we would urge the
government to take initiative in reducing politi-
cal tension in the country, there is cerlainly a
role to be played by the opposition to make in-/
vestors believe in the future of Bangladesh or in
the stability of the em. If by their actions and
words, political parties succeed in scaring awa
investors, it is the country as a whole which will
be the worst loser.

This being the case, it is not surprising that
while Ambassador Milam has been expressing his
concern over the situation, a visit UN Under
Secretary General, Rafiuddin Ahmed, the
Executive of ESCAP has been talking of
the need for a national consensus which alone
would accelerate economic p in the coun-
try, includ the [low of investment. It is a pily
that Bangladesh has been placed in such a silua-
tion that it should remain at the receiving end of
worthwhile but embarrassing advices from for-
eign diplomats and visiting dignitaries. While this
siluation continues, even an otherwise successful
US Trade Show would not achieve much in
boosting our economic relations with the outside

world.
. »
Safe Drinking Water
Fights Diseases

Nol surprisingly, a survey on water carried out
recently across C tltagung Division has come up
with alarming results. Drinking water all over the
division has been found to contain severely
harmful bacteria. Water samples taken {rom as di-
verse and distant places as Sylhet, Comilla and
Cox's Bazar have given readings from the lowest
10 to the highest 500 coliforms in 100 ml of wa-

ter. Ideally though, more than two coliforms in
the same amount of water are considered harmful

for human cunsum(rtton in this country: and the |

international standard is no coliform at all. Now
the bacteria-filled water is responsible for
grcadlng diseases like cholera, dyscntc? diar-
oea, typhoid, para-typhoid etc. — the diseases
ple hen: are highly vulnerable to. According to
the World Health Organisation (WHO), about 80

r cent diseases here are categorised as water-
me.

This alarming
savi

piece of news has at least one-

grace in that the diseases are preventable
taking adequate measures (o ensure safe
drinking water. If eflorts are concentrated on just
one single area, chances are that about 80 per
cent diseases will be kept at bay. This is a
tremendous opportunity for us to wage a win-all
war against so many common diseases at a single
siroke. If the Directorate of Environment,
Chittagong Division and the WHO are right, the
major health service should be provided in the
form of pure water. There is no reason
to think that the condition of drinking water in
other four divisions is any better. In the south of
the country, water poses a [ar greater risk to’
people's health. Diarrhoea has broken out on such
a scaje in some areas of Barisal and Patuakhali
that veteran politiclan Mohiuddin Ahmed has to
draw attention of all concerned to the dismal sit-
gayauun at a press conference in the city the other

Nor is this [irst time that the southern dis-
tricts witness such serious outbreaks of diarrhoea
and dysentery. One reason of this special vulner-

ability of the south to these disease is the use of

canal water which is largely polluted by human

excreta as people build open latrines on canals.
Surely the answer to this problem lies in follow-
ing some health rules by the people of the area

themselves. At the same time adequate number of

tube-wells have to be supplied to the vulnerable
area. The UNICEF and NGOs known for their ad-
mirable job of tubewell distribution can indeed

help the people there. As for the water with bac-
teria in the urban areas, it is the maintenance of

the whole water supply [acilities, inclu pipes
and overhead tanks, and the method water
purification that need to be improved. There is
no scope for making any excuse for not embark-

on a programme for supplying nation-wide
2: drinking water. |

Ban on Child Labour Products: the Poor to Suffer

by Khursheed Erfan Ahmed

Global surveys show that child labour is not an uncommon phenomenon even in the developed western world.
The "US National Safe Work Place Institute” in Chicago, has estimated child labour in the US at 5.5 m. with

1980 ILO estimated
Bﬂ million wor
children under 15 years
— 16 m. in Alrica, 68 m. In
Asia and 3.8 m. in Latin
America. Estimates ol experts
like Bhoudiba and Beguele
luglell 1456 m. toe 200 m.
working children in the worild.
The difference In Lhese
estimates is due to the age de-
nominator restricting them o
10-15 years (ref: E Jaap's
paper "Child Abuse and
Neglect” presented at a con-
ference on “working children”
in Thailand).

Not all the 200 m. children
are exploited. At least not
those who work in traditional
and agricultural family occupa-
tions as apprentices and family
members. Most ol them, of
course, remain deprived of ed-
ucation, health care and nutri-
tion to which they have a
— a childhood need ratified
globally y the UN Convention
on the Rights of Children.

Many [actors determine Lhe
incidence of child labour. The
single most striking factor is
the destitution of working
children and their families.
Millions ol children in Bangla-
desh continue to work In
conditions that are inhuman
and environmentalfy unhealthy.
Elimination of explotitative
conditions of child labour re-
quires both long term and
shorl term measures.

lL.ong term measures such as
changes in the national eco-
nomic and demographic struc-
ture through welfare policies
may not be possible in the de-

6,786,000 kids working in the informal sector over which the government has no control.

veloping countries with the
same rapidity and eflectivencss
found in the developed world.
Particularly so if trade in third
world countries is controlled
by the vested interests of the
industrialised countries in the
wesl; il crude capitalist prac-
tice pervade the business
arena in the developing world.

Drastic measures to
laws which make child labour
iliegal or ban imports [rom
countries using child labour
may be eflective deterrents
against the exploiters but it
will not:solve the problem of
the children themselves. The
appropriate solutions could be
possible il laws were accompa-
nicd by policies and pro-
grammes to bring about socio-
economic changes in the lives
of the working children and
their families.

The bill entitled "Child
Labour Deterrence Act-1992"
to be introduced at the next
session of the US Congress will
prohibit import of goods pro-
duced with child labour, esti-
mated at 11% of the work
force in Asian countrics.

Garment Indusiries In
Bangladesh carn almost 12
million collars a year, export-
ing 52% ol its goods to the US
market. Il these products are
prohibited in the US market,
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employment outlets created
for poor [amilies in Bangladesh
will be seriously eroded

Each child employed in a
garment [actory lakes back ap-
proximately Tk 300 to Tk 600
as monthly wages (inclusive of
overtime} to the family
although al some damage to
his /her health. Sudden termi-
nation of work will create a se-
ricus financial crises [or the
survival of the child and
her/his family. It would be
worthwhile — in this day and
age of democracy and [ree
economy! — for the industrial-
ists and the government to
think in terms of improving
the working conditions both to
protect human rights as well
as to make the industry viable

In the first instant child
workers could be replaced by
unemployed parenis/rclatives,
if any. Secondly, the govern-
ment could ensure a health
atmosphere for working chil-
dren (who have no employable
parents) in the lactories, with
reduced working hours, facili-
ties for education, health and
legal protection. The employ-
ers should be motivaled to re-
alise that thus, production,
slightly more expensive, may
qualitatively improve with bet-
ter working conditions.

Human rights’ aclivists who

have moved to ban such prod-
ucis, need to be motivated to
recognise realities in 4 country
like Bangladesh where poverty
or human injustice cannet be
wiped away by enactment or
legal enforcement alone. Rea-
sonable alternatives are to be
sought to maintain over time
an equilibrium between human
rights and human needs

The US Senatec's intention

lo pass the above bill may be a
blessing in disguise for many
exploited children in the third
world couniries where private
industries and governments
have becn slow to meet the
needs of the working children.
National policies and employ-
ers’ cooperation, it is hoped,
will now place children in the
centre of their plans for na-
tional development

These needs also indicate
the need Lo improve research
and survey of families of chil-
dren who work. Perhaps this
could lead to viable national
interventions for family assis
tance such as job creation,
family planning counselling,
health and education. In sur-
veying working children's fam-
ily characteristics, we would
need to focus our investigation
on the parents’ occupa-
tions/income and family size.

The assumption that cheap
child labour creates segmenia
tion/fragmentation in the
labour market, the link be-
tween child labour and [amily
size needs to be clarified for
remedial measures.

Global surveys show that
child labour t8 not an uncom
mon phenomenon even in the
developed western world. The
"US National Safe Wark Place
institute” in Chicago, has esti-
mated child labour in the US
al 55 m with 6 76 000 kids
working in the informal sector
over witich Lhe government
has no control The same re-
port confirms job related
deaths and injurics of children
in 1990 at 139 and 7] .660
children respectively. Lob
byists lcd by f[ast food com-
panies are also making efforts
to water down child labour
regulations

Children in western coun
tries are producing goods thal
are imported by the develop
ing countries. |l some of these
goods are tarnished by the
stigma of child labour, then it
is relevant to ask, how should
the human rights activists of
the receiving countries react?

The rcasons for child labour
in the third world are focused
on poverty, absence of social

welfare support and poor edu-
cation sysiems. But the exis-
tence of child labour in more
prosperous cconomies in spite
of their claims to education
and a weliare support system

are difficult 10 explain. While
the US Senate is to be con-
gratulated for linking trade
with human right issues. the
American people need to look
homewards into factors of
child exploitation and rejec-
tion of education at primary
and adolescent level

Removal of causes of child
exploitation requires both long
term and short term measures.
Social justice may be a long
term objective. bul coopera-
tion [rom government, em-
ployers and community work-
ers can help ensure a securily
nct Perhaps this cooperation
can motlivate employers Ilo
provide education, medicare
and nutrition facilities teo
working children, therchy
decrcasing their stress of
survival.

Drastic measures like the
cenforcement of child labour
laws or a han of tmports by de-
veloped countries are short
term answers which, if unaec-
companied by socio-economic
changes, might worsen the
conditions ef the poor for
whose beneflit the laws are be-
ing enacted.

The author is a develop
ment social worker, currently
Director Project HELP for
working children, Ain O Salish
Kendra, Dhaka

How South Africa Violence is being Tackled at Grassroots

by Derek Ingram

The rise in violence in South Africa in the last months of 1992 held up political negotiations
for the transition to democratic rule. One problem is that people do not know about the
extensive machinery set up under the 1991 Peace Accord to settle disputes. A big publicity
campaign is now under way. Outside South African as well, work being done under the
Accord is little known. Gemini News Seruvice reveals what ts happening on the ground.

HE commission inqui-

I ring into viclence and

intimidation in South
Africa has called for the stati-
oning of international police
observers at police stations in
Natal and in the black home-
land of KwaZulu.

The plea is timely. In a
week or two the most effective
of the three international
icams of observers which have
been monitoring the violence
since October — the one from
the Commonwealth — is due to
pull out. If it does, some of the
impressive progress quietly
achieved could be in jeopardy.
The pending withdrawal may
have prompted the commis-
sion's call.

More funding is needed if
the operation is to continue.

- Britain, Australia and Canada

have nodded agreement, but
other Commonwealth coun-
tries have yet to res :

The escalation of violence is
loday the biggest obstacle to a
political settlement in South
Africa. Of late much progress
has been made in negotiations
be¢tween the government and
the African National Congress
(ANC) towards the introduc-
tion of an interim administra-
tion later this year — before
the first universal franchise
elections are held, in 1994 at
the latest.

The constant news of vio-
lence, particularly in Natal, has
blotted out the other side of
the picture — the elaborate
and painstaking process that is
underway at the local level to
defuse the violence and start
building a harmonious society.

The process dates back to
September 14, 1991 when,
after hundreds of hours of ne-
gotiation, the National Peace
Accord was signed in
Johannesburg by the represen-
tatives of 24 o isations, in-
cluding President FW de
Klerk, Nelson Mandela, and
Chiel Gatsha Buthelezi.

Under the accord a struc-
ture reaching down to local
leaders and the local police
was scl up to settle disputes. It
aims to involve the entire
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community.

At the top is a National
Peace Committee of leaders, a
secretariat and the permanent
Goldstone Commission. At the
other end are local dispule
resolution committees (LIJRCs)
and in between are 11 regional
peace commitlees.

On each regional committee
sit businessmen and church
leaders as well as representa-
tives of the ANC, the Pan
Africanist Congress (PAC), the
Inkatha Freedom Party (WFP),
the defence force and the po-

The violence continues

lice. ;

It has been said that the
members of the tommission
are the peacekeepers, the
members ol the natlional com-
mittee the peacemakers and
the members of the sccretariat
the peacebuilders.

The start has been slow but
promising. International ob-
servers are struck by the way
in which men and women
from different backgrounds,

races, political afliliations and
walks of life sit together in one

room and listen with defer-

ence to each other's views to
solve violent situations in their
OWMN areas.

It can be a dangerous busi-
ness, especially in Natal. In
some arcas the process has
been plagued by killings of
committee members, leading
to boycotts by members of
their organisations.

The Peace Accord is, as The
Sowetan, the country's biggest
newspaper with a mainly black
readership, has pointed out,
"an unprecedented social con-
tract, demanding a peaceful

purpose from every single per-
son in the land, backed up by
structures to make it work.”

The leaders declared at the
signing: "We pledge oursclves
with integrity of purpose lo
make this land a prospcrous
one where we can all live,
work hand play togethcr in
peace and harmony.

The accord lays down codes
of conduct for political organi-
sattons, security forces and the
police. Sixteen months later it
is all too easy to conchide that
it has not worked. The vio-
lenee scems to show no sign of

abating.

One problems is that most
of the population still does not
know much about the accord.
People are not fully aware of
the committee machinery or
that it has been set up so that
they can quickly appeal when
they have a problem.

A million rand, nation-wide
gperation is now being
launched by a public relations
to put this right. Money for it
has been collected from the
government, media, and busi-
ness firms.

Internationally, too, little is
known of this experimenl.
Only the violence is constantly
recported; the ways in which
some of it is being prevented
as a result of this improving
cooperation receives no public
dliention.

Partly this is because much
ol the work has to be done
quietly or it would not suc-
ceed. Partly, however, therc
has been a public relations {ail-
ure on the part of the govern-
ment.

"One worry is that the ac-
cords structlures at the top
level suffers from lack of black

involvernent. At a recent meet-
ing of 23 chairpersons of the
regional dispute resolution
committees only three were
black.

The latest atrocities have
been committed by whites of
the militant right and blacks of
the militant left. Three impor-
tant groups did not sign the
Peace Acrord; the Conservative
Party, the Alrikaner Resistance
Movement (AWEB) and the PAC,
whose military wing claimed
the killing late last year of
whites in King Willam's Town.

The most persistent vio-
lence is laid at the door of
elements of the security forces
— the so-called Third Forec,
whose existence de Klerk still
denies — and Buthelezi's
Inkatha Freedom Party, De
Klerk has now purged two
generals and 21 other officers,
although many army hardliners
remain in key posts.

But the root cause of the
South African problem remains
unchanged and has not even
begun to be tackled: the eco-
nomic apartheid that has fol-
lowed political apartheid. The
wealthy white world in South
Alrica does not know the con-
ditions of the blacks living in
the townships perhaps only a
few kilometres down the road.

Unemployment in some
places fs up to 60 per cent,
People have lost all hope of
betterment, This economic
hardship constantly fuels the
violence. Foreign investment is
still not forthcoming,. although
many business people believe
that even without it the gov-
ernment could be taking some
measures (o improve black
living standards.

In the last five years it has
done nothing to provide clean
water, improve health care,
education and housing. A de-
tailed document has been
drawn up by a task force sct-
ting out plans to improve hous-
ing. Nothing has been acted
on. The government is waiting
for international financing.’

Exchange rate: $1= Rand 3

DEREK INGRAM is Editor
of Gemini News Service.

| Leiters for publication in these: columns ‘should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Dhaka-Khulna road

Sir, The land roule via
Maowa belween Dhaka and
Khulna or Jessore continues Lo
be planned since 1954.
Unfortunately it takes at least
28 hours by train or sicamer
while at least nine hours are
needed by bus. There is no
good bus like AC bus which is
very much common in Dhaka-
Chittagong route. Similarly AC
bus system does not exist in
Dhaka-Rajshahi route. One can
travel by bus or train between
Dhaka and Chittagong within
five hours while more rapid
transporiation is planned by
building bridges.

Under the above backdrop,
it is quile natural to do some
rescarch 'as to why Air
Conditioned buses are nol ply-
ing in Dhaka-Khulna or Dhaka-
Rajshahi route? Are those peo-
ple, not capable to pay the AC
bus fares? Lot the economists
do some siudy while govern-
ment pledge of equal devel-
opment in all arcas needs o be

f

practised. Lot a firm dale be
fixed when good comparalive
communications will be devel-
oped to connect all the divi-
sipnal headquartirs at least.
Sadig Alee

Maghbaxar, Dhaka

Where is right of
abode?

Sir, Over 400 Palestinians
driven out of their homeland
by Israel, violating Human
Rights in the occupied terri-
tory, have been left out in the
No Man's Land.

Pakistan will deport her 1.5
million illegal immigrants:
United Arab Emirates has al-
ready deported about 2000
Pakistanis and many other for-
eigners are expected to be de-
ported because of their in-
volvement in the demonstra-
tions over the disputed
mosque in India; Malaysia and
Singapore are planning on re-
turning undesired f[oreign

workers; Germany is building
clectronic wall to check asy-

jurisdiction

. rightly

< r-

lum Mood while trying to get
rid of the unwanted aliens;
weslern countiries deport any
onc anytime; and so forth.

All states have legal rights
to deport aliens who violate
immigration laws, but the
“deportation” of the native
Palestintans (languishing in the
middle of nowhere now when
the peace process is |in
progress) has been con-
demned by the sensible world
as an inhuman move,

Sometimes foreigners face
deportation due to abrupt
change in rnment regula-
lionngr al'ﬂg:v::rrur that makes
vicltims out of the innocents
and damages the victims' lives
as well as their national
wellbeing.

Questionable deportation
should be reviewed by the

concerned.
National and intermational legal

and humanitarian concerns

can offer possible hcelps 1o
such hapless victims.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

Mosquitoes

Sir, Recently an article in
an English datly has very
pointed to thS
mosquito problem and to the
[ajled programme of DCC
(Dhaka City Corporation) au-

thority.

Mosquilo menace is not
somelhing new to any of the
dwellers of Dhaka City. Alter
sunsct, every moment s fre-
quently punctuated by the
bilcs of these blood sucking
liny ‘draculas’. Not only that
they bite more intolerably now,
but many of the dwellers may
have cxperienced a sudden
push in of these tiny pests in
the cold evening anywhere —
in your house or office in old
or new Dhaka or in the
Sangsad [3haban area or Shishu
park or the type.

Not very lately, in one of the
TV programmes, "Esho Gaan
Shikhi” conducted by Ferdousi
Rahman, we witnessed her
leaching the children a Bengali
song which describes the me-
nace of mosquitoes.

“Tomra Bolo, Shondha Hole
Jodi Bhon, Bhon, Bhon
Bhon Kore Mosha,

Tobe Ki Aar, Bhalo Lange ...."
3ut did any one, upccially
the concerned authorily ever
think of e¢radicating the
mosquitoes or at least control-

ling the population of
mosquitoes to a tolerable
level?

The question will appar-
ently appear to be use less o
the concerned authority. But if
the authorities really feel has
to that it is impossible to man-

age the population boom of
mosquitoes, then, I would sug-
gest should go through the ar-
ticles appearing in the press
from Lime to time, such as one
I referred to, and contact the
aulhors to seck their advice to
do something really practical.

Il the authorities reportedly
brace an expenditure of Tk. 10
Crore every year to conirol
mosquitoes and achieve more
failure than success, then 1
must say can well add just
some more money in Lhe
budget, to do away with the
breeding grounds of mosqu-
ilovs as a first step to source
reduction, and find at least a
cuc Lo’ more success and less
failure.

"The mosquito menace (s
not confined to Dhaka city
only, rather it is a vexing prob-
lcm in almost all the cities and
towns of Bangladesh. It is ob-
served and experienced that
comparatively the mosquito
population is lesser in the ru-
ral areas than in the urban ar
eas. The reason is obviously
clear — the rich brecding
grounds in the cities. In the
rural arcas we hardly find any
stagnant polluted pools or pol
luted water-logged arcas. All
Lthe water bodies are ulilized bw
the villagers one way or the
other which makes it difficult
for mosquiloes Lo select any
for their permanent breeding

ground.

The duck weeds proposed
in the article referred to above
are found in plenty in the
ponds and haors in the rural
areas. That's a natural decter-
rent. A plan of controlling
mosquitoes without much use
of pesticides will nol only save
the public from the menace of
mosquitocs but also from the
toxtc hazards ol the pesticides
which arc being unnceessarily
used by the concermned author-

fty.
Mohammad Rafiqul [slam
Rayer Bazar, Dhaka

"Witness to History"

Sir, | was stunned to read
what was wrilten under the
caplion "Wilness to llislory”
(Ahsan's Testimony Ilcflore
Rahman Commission) pub-
lished in your esteemed news-
paper, The Datly Siar on
15.1.93 in the Weekend
Magarine. | am sure Lthis has
revealed many a havec-crealing
news which many people per-
haps did nol know before. |
will remain a historical record.

You have no doubt rendered a
good service to the readers by
publishing this historical [acts.
| congratulate you for this pub-
lication.

K K Das
Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka



