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Announcement

Due o unavoidable eir-
“Yeumswnces, the publication
ol the Rising Stars page is be-
ing delayed by one day. Our
ynung readers will be lbk: o

enjoy Lheir lavourite page on
Sunday, January 31. We apo-
logize 1o the Rising Stars
Club-members and other
readers for this inconveni-
enee.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Section 144 in
Barisal town

From Staff Correspondent

IBARISAL, Jan 29: Section
144 was im On SOMeC Ar-

cas near Central Shahid Minar

in Bartsal town [rom 8 am ‘o
10 pm tomorrow (Saturday).
District administration ook
the decision to avert clashes
beilween the suppo
IINP-backed Jubo Dal and
Jattya . Both the organisa-
tions earlfer announced to
hold rallies at the same place
tomarrow allcrnoon.

Patuakhali district
sub-judge suspended

Sub-Judgre of Patuakhall dis-
trict Md Arizrur Rahman has
been put under suspension in
ronsultation with the Supreme
Courl on charge of misconduct

and corruption, reports BSS.

12 AL, BCL leaders
held in Jamalpur

Police arrested 12 leaders
and workers of Awami League
and Chhatra League in
Jamalpur and issued warrants
of arrcsl against many party
workers in Tangafl Friday, The
Awami League office sourccs
here Jast night alleged that the
police actions were designed
o refrain Lthe party workers

from taking ri in loday's
pourashava ciections, reports
UNES.

Baul Music
Festival ends

SONARGAON, Jan 29: The
three-day national "[Baul Music
Festival '93" ended tonight
with State Minister for Cultural
Allairs Profl Jahan-ara Degum as
chiel guest on the occaston
Speaking on the occasion the
State Minister sald that the
government had undertaken
various mes o revi-
talise the traditional culture.
!ht called called upon the pri-
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Chittagong, known as
country's commercial capital,
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Muslims barred from juma prayers

Police ring Delhi

Jama Masjid

NEW DELLIL, Jan 29: Police
barricaded New Delhi's Iarig,(-ul
mosque today, barring Muslims
from juma prayers in the cur-

| few-bound old quarter of the

city where Hindu-Muslim riot-
ing leflt two people dead this
week, reporis AFP. :

But the capital and other
major Indian citles such as
Bombay, where clashes be-
tween Hindus and Muslims left
nearly 700 pecople dead this
month, were calm today, offi-
cial said isolated clashes were
reporied in weslern towns,

In New Delhi, thousands of
policemen and border guards
ringed the Jama Masjid
mosque to prevent Muslims
from attending juma praycrs,
promptling rescniment among

members of the faith.

About BO [aithful managed
io defy a curfew and showed

up lor prayers.

It is shamelul and unfortu-
nate, Syed Abdullah Bukhari,
the Mosque's inflluential Imam,
said of the curfew and prayer
bwan.

"Only B0 people were pre-

senl today when hundreds of

thousands pray here every

Friday,” the Tmam said.

Police slapped an indefinite
curfew on the entire walled
cily Wednesday followin
[lindu-Muslim clashes that Ic
two pcople dead, a mosquc

and a llindu temple damagcd

and a dozen shops or homes
torched,
"We had orders to keep Lthe

yzone [ree of crowds, and we
did it,” said area
Bhimsein Bassi after soldiers
surrounded the Moghul-Built
Jama Masjid, the chief mosque
of India’s 100 million Muslims.

Federal officials said the
weslern metropolis of Bombay
was calm Friday following re-
newed clashes three days ago
which left two people dead.

They said clashes were re-
ported in Surat, but there
were no reports of casualties
from the violence in the west-
crn Indian town.

Nearly 2,000 people have
dicd in communal wviolence
across India since the
December 8 razing of the Babri
Mosque last month in the town
of Aycdhya.
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campaign at Mirpur in city yesterday.

Vote Mohsin, strengthen
BNP : Khaleda

3NI' Chairperson Prime
Minisier Degum Khaleda Zia
sitd in Dhaka yesterday thal
IBNI' was successlully 1mph:-

menting its development pro
grammes and bringing happi-
ness and prosperity for the
people, reports IISS.

Calling upon the people to
strengthen the hnndl of IiHI"
Begum Zia said it had repeat-
cdly been proved 1o the people
that there was no altermnative to
‘Sheal of Paddy' 1o further the
polities of development and
prosperity upholding the in-
dependence and sovereignty of
the nation,

The BNP Chairperson was
addressing a by-election rally
al the ‘Bangla Math® al Mirpur.
The Prime Minister also ad-
dressed two election rallies at

‘Lal Math’ and Mirpur Section
Number Two ncar Mirpur
Stadtum.

The Prime Minister saild in
the last parliamentary elec-
llons the people of Mirpur cast
their votes correctly in favour
of INP candidate with a belicl
thal BNP would work sincerely
for their soclo-economic
emancipation. She said Lhe
government ol BNP was work-
ing sincerely to ltve upto their
expectlations and had already
had significant achievements
in different development sec-
Lors.

HBegum Zia said the present
government had started from
the ruination created by the
autocrat. She said the pcople
had fought together for the

See Page 12 Col |

Prime Minister Beg'um Khli;da Zm ndd{tnllng a puhh: mﬁﬂlmg as part of her election
— Star photo
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Pourashava | UNHCR gets right
to visit would-be

polls today

More than 25 lakh urban
volers go to polls today to elect
chairmen and ward commis-
sfoncrs of 89 pourashavas out
ol a total 106, reports BSS.

The elections to Comilla
and Narsingdi pourashavas
have been postponed yesterday
for four wecks by a directive of
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court.

This will be the (filth
pourashava elections in the
country where a total of 439

" candidales are contesting for

the post of B9 chairmen while
3890 for the post of 870 ward
commissfoners. Polling begina
at 7 am and it will continue till
3 pm without any break. The
voling hour has been fixed to
[acilitate casting of votes dur-
ing day light.

The Election Commission
has completed all arrange-
ments to ensure [ree and [air
polls. 2

The commission has set up
1264 polling centres under 89
pourashava areas where
17,023 presiding officers have
becn appointed to conduct the
election,

\

The UNHCR returned to
the process of the repatriation
ol quarter of a million Rohin-
gva rcfugees on Friday alter the
government granted its
officials [reec and exclusive
access Lo Lhe would-be re-
lumees.,

OfMficials al the Cox's Bazar
office of the United Nations
lligh Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) began on Friday
interviewing about 16,000
refugcees who the government
says have voluntcered to return
home in Myanmar's western
province ol Arakan which they
fled nearly two years ago.

"The things are now defi-
nitely moving towards a posi-
tive direction,” said UNIICR
Bangladesh mission chiel
Darioush Bayandor conflirming
the resumption ol his office's
involvement in the repatria-

i tion.

' Rohingya returnees

By Farid Hossain

The UNIICR's demard for
free access to the would-be re-
turnees has been the main
dispute between Bangladesh
and the UN body since Dhaka
began the repatriation in
Scptember last year.

The government conceded
the demand in response to
UNHCR chief Sadako Ogata's
letter last month to Prime
Minisler Begum Khaleda Zia.
High Commissioner Ogala
raised the allegations ol "cocr-
ced repatriation” and urged
legum Zia to grant UNHCR
officials free access to Lhe
transit camps, where would-be
rcturnees are housed,

In their independent inter-
vicws — minus the presence of
Bangladesh oflicials — the
UNIICR seeks to dctermine il
the refugees are returning vol-
untarily. In. mid-November the

Sec Page 12 Col 8

Bhﬂkh Hnﬂnl nddrnm ng an aiectmn cumpmgn rneetmg at Mn pur in city yesterday.
— Star photo

Govt holiday in | BTV adds new

Mirpur Feb 3

The government has de-
clared holiday for all govern-
ment offices, courts, mills and
factories, trading houscs and
cducational institutions located
in Mirpur conslituency
(Dhaka-11) on February 3 on
the oceastion of the by -tlection
in the vacant scat of Jaliya
Sangsad, reports DSS,

Al the samec time, advice
has also been given tp grant
leave on the basis of applica-
tions to concerned controlling
authoritiés of voters residing
in the constituency (Dhaka-11)
bul scrving in Lthe government,
semi-government, autono-
mous, semi-autonomous bo-
dics, mills and factorfes and
cducational institutions in
Dhaka metropolitan and adja-
cenl areas for the convenience
of exerctsing the right of fran-
chise.

Hartal spree shattering
Chittagong economically

CHITTAGONG, Jan 28 :
the

has again turned into a city of
[rcquent harlals posing a
threatl to its economic life.

The hartal spree has re
sumed in this business city af
wr a lull of about two ycars
since the fall of the Ershad
regime. During the Ershad
rule, the country witnesscd
maximum hartals and com-
parcd with other parts of the

t*uumry the highest number of

and enireprencurs

g

« From Nurul Alam

hartals were obhserved In

C hitlagong, reports said.

The same trend is agamn
noticed in the Chittagong port

city with the rise of acts o vio-

lence from the beginning of
the new year, 1993, planging
most of the people here into a
sca of frustration.

Conscquently, many traders
here are
reportedly considering pack-
up Lheir businesses,
SOUTTEs :

The frequent hartals have

vaused severe dislocation in
their business deals and con
tacts resulting in huge finan-
cial losses, sources added.

This month at |cast [ive
scparate hartals were obscrved
in Chittagong disrupting nor-
mal life here.

According lo reports, a har-
tal was observed here January
5 to protest the Halishahar in-
cident that left about |18 per-
sons killed during atrocitics
unlvashed by a section of Navy

See Page 12 Col 4

point to its
credit

Star Report

Bangladesh Televiston, whi-
ch has earned a reputation for
nol making impartiality its
strong point;, added a necw
point to its credit last night
when it beamed reports of
Mirpur by-election campaign
rallics of both the ruling BNP
and the opposition Awami
lLengue,

in the BTV coverage, the AL
rallies did not find even a cur-
sory reference, let alone a
loolage.

On the contrary, for more
than four minutles, the news-
casters in both Dangla and
English bulletins gave com-
menlary of what the Prime
Minister, spcaking at three

Sco ' 12 Col 6

laender of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday censured BNP for its
"misrule” in lasl two years and
flagrant breach of its election
promises made to the elec-
torates in last parllamentary
polls, reports: UNDB.

"Those who had cast vote
for BNP now repent because of
its [ailures and incompetence
in resolving their basic prob-
lems”, she said urging the
peoplc to cast Lheir vote for
her party candidate in the par-
llamentary by-election 1n

Mirpur to address to their

problems,

The Awami League
President was addressing two
clection rallies at Balurghat
and llarirampur on the first
day of her three-day election

"Those who voted BNP
now repenting: Hasina

campaign for ‘Kamal Ahmed
Majumdar contesting in the
February 3 by-election,

Listing failures of the gov-
ecrnment in domestic and
external affairs, Hasina said the
NP government has sold out
the country's interest to India.

She mentioned the Prime
Minister's visit to India lasl
year and said Begum Zia who

led a longmarch towards
Farakka while in opposilion
did not cven discuss issue

with Narasimha Rao in New
[Delhd.

On the contrary, she said,
the Indian government staried
the "push-in” operation follow-
ing an agreement between
Begum Zia and Narasimha Rao.

The opposition lcader said

See Page 12 Col 3

Tax fraud is
rampant: Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday (Friday)

called for ¢Molency and trans-

parcney in the ecountry's lax
administration to plug huge lax
evasion, reporis UNI

“Tax fraud is rampant in
Bangladesh ... a dynantic and
technically qualified tax
administration, capable of
enforcing the rules, (s the
need of the hour,” he said,
addressing the annual general
mecting of the BCS (Tax)
Association at the Officers’
Chub yrﬂrrdﬂy evening.

The Finance Minister ex-
pressed his dissatisfaction at
the poor logistics prevailing in

the income lax administration.

Employers oppos_én
wage increase

By Inam Ahmed

Employers [rom all over the
country are expected te gather
at a special meeting at
[Bangladesh Employers Assoc-
iation ( BEA) office In the city
on February 4 to express Ltheir
strong resentment over the
Wage Commission Report
which proposes further wage
hike,

he meeting is also ex-
pucted o discuss the impact
of the proposed wages and
benefits on different seclors
and also on industries of dif-

_ ferent reglons,

Apart from thc privaie secc-
tor owners, dillerent donor
agencics have shown their
strong rescrvation over the
recommendations of the re-
port.

According to concérned
sources, a World Bank (WD)
tcam, carlier this month, met
different private sector and
government oflicials and ex-
pressed  its reservation over
the Wage Commission
The W tcam observed lhll
nonc of the public sector cor-
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NEW DELHI, Jan 29:
President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia satd Friday that friend-
ship among Russia, India and
China lend new stability
and balance to the world, re-
poris AP,

Yelisin's focus on Russia's

Asian policy in an address to
ihe
pecared directed at hardliners
in his own country
criticised his closeness to the
Uniicd States.

indian rliament

ap
who have

Teareful relations between

the three lar
be a stabilising factor, not only
in Asia but in the world," said
Yelisin, who visited Beifing
last

in the last three
its ties with China, which he
said
[RTYviE'SR
[3etfin
a bric

gest nations could

He india’'s attempts

years to mend

paralieled Russia's own
o end rivairies with

. India and China lought
border war in 1962,

Referring to eritics whe call

him pro-Western, Yeltsin said

he had given priority te nu-

clear disarmament with the
United States, but Lhat he
wanled to "strike a balance be-
tween West and East, 1t is my
hope you will support this.~
"We have ncither a pro-
Western nor a pro-Easiern for-
eign policy,” Yelisin told a
news conference later. ®
"Russia will never play the
so-called ‘Indinan Card' againsi
other countries, as the Soviel
Unton did against the West
during the Cold War,” Yeltsin
said, repeating his opposition

to the blocs’ of countries that
characterised provious Easl
West relations.

Like Yeltsin, Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao has come
under fire lor turning too

uickly to the West in a search
E:r foreign investment and fi-
nancing rom agencies such as
the International Monectary
Fund for the economic reform
programme he launched in
July 19§1.
Russtian leader ended a
two-day visit in which he

reached a compromise agree-
ment on India's repayment of
debta, mostly for past arms
purchases, and on co-produc-
tion of spare parts for India's
military.
Russia will bulld one or two
factorfes in India o produce
paris for India's Soviel-sup-
plied arsenal thal compriscs
about B0 per cent of India's
mililary, Ye said,

In his address o paritament
that was repeaicdly inter-
rupted by applause, Yeltsin also

gave India his support in its
confllict with Pakistan over the
Kashmir province, and sai]
Moscow had no intentfon of
giving military or technological
add to Pakistan,

Al the same time, he said,
Russin welcomed any step that
would lead to a solution of the
Kashmir dispute and would do
whatever it could to help.

Explaining Russin's stand on
Kashmir at a press cenference
following the apeech to par-

Sec Pnge 12 Col B

Yeltsin advocates a Russia-China- India axis for stability
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| Repatriation of

stranded
Pakistanis
to be delayed

By Masud Hasan Khan

The promised repatriation
| of second batch of the
stranded Pakistanis is likely to
be delayed by several months
as Pakistan is not yet ready to
lake the rest of its nlth:mll
back, officials said.

The second batch was
scheduled to fly home some-
time in April.

Foreign Ministry officials
Friday said that the dates lor
airlifing of the 2039 Pakistani
families could not be fixed be-
cause of no green signal frem
Pakistan.

An unspecified number of
refugees in the second batch
was expected to go home in
two or three months after con-
"struction of their houses in
Punjab province, they said.

The construction was dis-
rupted because of rains,
Islamabad conveyed to Dhaka
recently.

in the first batch a total of
325 Urdu-speaking refugees,
better I:mwn as Btharis,
wenl home on Jan 10,

The symbolic repatriation of

Lthe [amilies followed a joint
declaration by Primier Nawaz
Sharif and his Bangladesh
counterpart Begum Khaleda
Zia during her Islamabad trip
last year.
Officials of the Mecca-based
Rabitat-al-Alam-al-Islami in
Dhaka, which is funding the
Biharis' return, said that fur-
ther airlilling would take time
because they did not want the
rcturnees (o live again at the
camps in Pakistan.

"It is better [ they go
straight to their new homes,”
said the Rabita Director Mir
Quasermn Al

Mcanwhile, the planned
rcpatriation of an estimated
2.38 lakh Biharis has triggered
protesis in Pakistan's Sind

Se¢ Page 13Col 6

DMCH staff
go on 4-hour

strike today

By DMCH Correspondent

Doctors, nurses and other
stall of the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) will
abstain [rom ‘duties for four
hours from 8 am to 12 noon
today (Saturday) protesting
storming of the hospital by
armed men.

Hundreds of Dhaka
University students assaultced
doctors and stall of the DMCH
and ransacked rooms In the
hospital Thursday following
death of a university student.

All the medical officers and
empl in the DMCH wore

black badge yesterday t-
ing the Th ‘ll.nﬂm.“
* They will a meeting in

at 12 noon l&y

the
and announce their next
course ol action.

The DU students have
threatcned to launch a violent
action programme il ne action
agains! the doctor ' ible’
for the death of Yusul Al

Sheikh was taken by Sunday

The students Yusufl
died unlllend:d at DMCH
Thursday. Mean

P
ol unidentified men hn:w
gunshots and hurled several

crackers at the DMCH
premiscs near the nurses' hos-
el Friday evening.

[lut no one was dur-
ing the incident,. witncsses
satid.

Gold-smuggling case
ey ey
staff taken on
police remand
By Staff Correspondent

A Russian Embassy stall
Swapan Das who was arrested

| them a Russian national,

| inte Bangladesh from




