e

e e e e % g T el S P g R R ; e A ’ h

e g e o e e ey o o
o e o e s B o e ﬁ o lf.'. ?“} e f.:-'l- -':::" e T e N e

S R e i S SR, T

.......

=== ==

Wikl

il

INKING Asia and Euro-
pe by road, sea or rail

has been a dream for
explorers and engineers
through generations.

Starting with Marco Polo,
adventurers have trekked
down [rom the west to China
through deserts, snow-capped
mountains, vast rivers and re-
motle villages, to reach their
destinations.

In the early twentieth cen-
tury, the move to set up rail
links between Asia and Europe
took shape. There was the fa-
mous Paris to Pusan rail link,
which took passengers and
cargo from the Korean city to
the French capital. This was
very much a part of the Trans-
Siberian rail link, which re-
mains an active link between
the former Soviet Unfon and
China. ;

Elsewhere in the region,
the Orient Express, that once
linked Europe with Turkey,
has been partially revived re-
cently. In a way, the Orient
Express is only a tourist attrac-
tion that has captured the old
romantic flavour of a jou
through parts of E"Ju,:ﬂw:n]:vll:j‘.J N

IL is against this background
that an American, with exten-
sive working links in Asia, has
begun working on a proposal
torlink Europe with the far-
thest part of Asia, China. -

But an Euro-Asian Railroad?
Can this dream be materi-
alised?

It is very much [easible,
asscrts Stan Matthew, and this
is casily possible by linking the
existing railway systems.

Stan Matthew, an American
who now lives in India, sees
tremendous possibilities of
whal the proposed link would
do in changing the relation-
ship between the West and the
East. Such a link will have an
impact on Asia in the fields of
trade, commerce, tourism and
even in relations among the
nations in the region.

“The Euro-Asian Railroad
will be the ’'Raftlroad of
Reconciliation,” he says "and it
will come as a dividend of the
end of the Cold War".

This bold 10-year initiative,
he adds, would link Euro-Rail
and the existing railroad sys-
tems in the Commonwealth of
Independent States, Pakistan,
India, adesh, nmar,
The People's Republic of
China, Thailand, Malaysia and
Vietnam.

Only two new railway lines
will be needed to connect the
existing systems, all the way
from Hamburg, Germany (o
Shanghal China, he says.

The existing railway sys-
tems of Europe come uptlo
Termiz in Uzbekhistan atl the
Afghanistan border. The new
railroad construction will be
needed throu Alghanistan
from Mazar-i- lo Kabul o0
Khyber Pass, while the second
construction will be required
from Dibrugarh in Nerthern
India to Myilkytma to Ruili in
North Myanmar, to Kunming
in Southern China.

Junctions of the proposed
Euro-Asian Railroad would link
Tehran, Bombay, Madras,
Calcutta, Dhaka, Rangoon,
Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur,
Singapore, Hanot (Ile Chi Minh
City) and G

“The ratlroad would be a
mighty artery of tradce and
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"The Euro-Asian Railroad project will help protect Indo-Pak det
Matthew,an American national who dreamt of
the single network of a grand railway. In an exclusive interview with S Y Bakht, senior Re
international railway link "is both feasible and prospective" for the nations concerned.
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: . ente, and this is where Bangladesh can play a cruci
and is actively persuing his unique idea of linking countries and cities of the two continents Dy
porter of The Daily Star, he stressed, the proposed
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lourism belween the ventricles
of the Asian heart,” he boldly
poinis oul.

Yet would the conflicts in
some parts ol the region allow
such a project to be launched?

Matthew acknowledges the
problem and identifics two
possible arcas where the pro-
posed project can run into
obstacles. But he is optimistic
that a solution can be found
with mutual benefits in mind.

- "New railroad construction

across Afghanistan will fucl the

rebuilding cflort of the war-
torn country and will also help
reconcile the Uzbek's, Tajik's,
Hazaras, and the -Pushioons,
whose weapons will be ex-
changed for work tools,” he
explains.

And it will also require the
crcation of a "truee corridor”
among the insurgent Nagas
and Kachins, @ wilth the
Burmese, on the basis of
"enlightened scll-interest”, he
Says.

lle envisages that the
"tribals on India’'s North East
Frontier, specially the Nagas,
will work on the railroad and
expect a Thailand-stiyle
tourism, while, undcr tLhe
truce, the Kachin troops will
withdraw to mountain lortifica-
tions and watch cautliously,
while Kachin crews work with
Burmese and Chinese on the

North Myanmar Railroad
Crossing”.
The Euro-Asian Railroad

t will also help promote
indo-Pak detente and this is
where Bangladesh can play a

crucial role, he says.

"The super-charged politi-
cal atmosphere between India
and Pakistan necessitates third
party resolutfons and
Bangladesh, as a founding
member of SAARC, by espous-
ing the Euro-Asian Railroad
can greatly help in speeding
up Indo-Pak detente,” he adds.

To break the Indo-Pak im-
passc, he suggests, Bangladesh
can also offer the Euro-Asian
Railread proposal ag a reviscd
roule for the UN-ESCADP
Railroad plan formalised in the

late 60s, Yo link the coastal ci-,

tics of Asia by rail.

"A comprchensive Indo-Pak
detente will not only speed
cconomic growth and a higher
standard of living,” he asserts
‘it will dcfuse the cxplosive re-
ligio-¢cthnic situations that
threalen both nations.”

In a rceent letter to Benazir
Bhulto, the chairperson ef the
Pakistan Parliament's Foreign
Allairs committee, Matthew
appeals to her as "a pro-SAARC
Pakistani leader™ to carefully
examine this concept of the
Eurp-Asian Railroad,

“Your endorsement of the

‘Ratlroad of reconcilialion’ $desr

and a call for a SAARC outreach
beyond mountain barriers for
trade and tourism will capture
the Asian imaginations and di-
vert the atltention from the re-
ligious fircbrands,” he says in
the letter, adding "let's keep
SAARC ‘on track’.” He suggests
that ecconomic relations and
benelits among the Sub-conti-
nental countries can further be
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enhanced, by using the rail
links wilh East-West cargo
lransil in a new computerised
SAARC customs union.
Cooperation among the
countries ol the region can be
enhanced by placing 'top
priority’ on completing the
Euro-Asian Railroad project
with Pakistan assisting
construction ACTOSS
Alghanisian, from Khyber Pass,
and India helping in the
construction across Nerth

Myanmar [rom Dibrugarh, he

suggests.,

"The last section, in China,
would be most difficult,” he
says where Chinese cngineers
will be required to do "the fm-
possible” and bridge 10 'V
gorges in Yunan
fcel deep, Lo extend the
Chincse system westward from
Kunming.

"But the Chinese engineers
are major achicvers,” he adds
optimistically.

Well, even il the grand pro-
jéct is inftiated, would it not
invelve massive invesiments
and where will the funds come
from?

"It will be expensive”, he
readily acknowledges "but the
logic of linking the existing
railroad systems of Europe,
CIS, South Asia, Southeast Asia
and South China is overwhelm-

ing".
Matthew proposes the set-
ting uwp of a "Railroad

Consortium”™ to fund the econ-
struction ol new rail tracks
across Afghanistan, as, he
points oul, the country is war-

1500-2000 '

ravaged, and does not have
much resources.

Countries along the rail link
route, he suggests, can make
budget allocations for a period
of 10 years to modernise the
existing trunk lines of each In-
dividual country.

He also points out to a re-
cent Far Eastern Economic
Review report, that identifying
Asia's real demand for physical
infrastructure will "fuel’ lend-

The report quotes Shiro
Yokoi of Japan's Long-Term
Credit Bank as estimating "a
need to 2.5 trillion US
dollars on renewing- Asian in-
frastructure before the end of
the decade”. '

The Review report also
notes an OECD estimate “that
there will be a need to transfer
something like Four trillion US
dollars of financial resources to
the former Soviet block over
10 years”.

Matthew suggests integra-
tion of the Euro-Asian Railroad
project with these massive
spendings in infrastructural
projects in Asfa and Europe.

What made him think about
such a grand idea and what at-
tracted him to Asia?

His interests In Asia, he
says, grew when he specialised
on this huge continent as part
of his graduate degree in
International Relations at the
University of California, at Los
Angcles.

Later, alter completing his
post-graduate studies, in
Comparalive Religion in 1953,

he bcgan a 15 year research
work on Integrated
Philosophy. "l understand my-
self to be a Gandhian,” he says.

He was involved in inner-
city uplift work in Chicago,
Miami and New Orleans for
well over a decade, He ran
Interfaith missions invelving
recruitment and skills training
to the inner-city minority poor
and rehabilitation of run-down
neighbourhoods, with the help
of local businesses, he ex-
plains.

In the '70s, he points out,
he also became involved in
some social projects in Latin
America, and after completing
the inner-city programme in
Miami in 1985, he decided to
join the Peace Crops.

"As | was nearing the age of
60,” he says, “after | satisfied
them about my health, they
'‘okayed’ me [or posting in the
Philippines, where | was one
of only 10, out of a batch of
100, to volunteer for the up-
land tribal region in the moun-
tains of Luzon™.

This is where he got in-
volved in the tribal integration
projects and was also ap-
pointed to three other neigh-
bouring Lribes, he adds.

During the late '80s, he
points out, under a USAID pro-
ject he came to teach English
al Yonok College in the
Lampang province of Northern
Thailand, where he also
helped set the Southeast Asia
Institute for Upland
Development.,

In 1989, when the Cold War

cra was coming to an end, he
says, and just around the time
when the then Thai Prime
Minister, Chatichai
Choonhavan announced to turn
the Southeast Asian region
from a "war zone to a trade
zone”, he also got involved in
an advocacy group for interior
infrastructure to support the
‘trade zone' idea.

"As a consultant with the
Chiang Rai Chamber of

Commerce | advocated build-

ing of road links between the

Thai province and Kunming,

Yunan in China,” he adds.
Around this period, he

he became [ascinated by the

possibilities of the post-Cold

War era benefits, primarily

ecconomic, and the im

ol infrastrycture development

in that scenario.

Oﬂdn-lliy I thought about
a ‘string ol pearis’ highway
[rom Dushanbe to T

Two of his articles on inte-
rior infrastructure develop-
ment, on "
was also published in the
Bangkok Post during that pe-
riod, he'adds.

Alter doing some initial re-
search work, he says, he found
that the rail-link idea was
more [ecasible and much more
benecficial. ;

- "1 am really grateful to my

'maker’ for being around in
this particular time-span from
the Second World War th

the Cold War detente and
Iruits of detente,” he adds "and
that is what the Ewuro-Asian
Railroad is all about—inter-

cultural and commercial bene-

fits.” He travelled to India

during the early part of last
year, for a lecture sgeries at the

Punjab U !

stay at Chandigarh from
there, ignoring a warning from
the US State Department, |
travelled through the land
border via Amristsar to survey
the Pak-Afghan border,” he re-
calls. In Pakistan,” he also
floated the idea of the Euro-
Asian Railroad.

He ‘later visited New Delhi
and lloated the idea of the radl-
road project to officials in
some embassies.

He is now as a con-
sultant on tribal development
projects for the government of
Orissa and is bascd in
Gopalpur. He is also associated
with 'the  University of
Calcutta’s Centre for South and
Southeast Asian Studies in
'trade advantage’ research.

He is now in Dhaka, he says,
to renew his visa for India. At
65, he just passed the offictal
retirement age, and is now liv-
ing on his Soctal Security ben-
efits. "It's not a big amount

1~ back home, but it is a good

amount of money to Nve in this
part of the world.”

But, will the idea be ac-
cepted by the countries con-
cerned? Doesn't it sound a lit
tle two utopian or some sort of
a grand vision?

"It may sound Utopian,” he
says, "but the logic is there for
anyone to judge. "Plus, there
will be profound benefits for
millions of Asians and
Europeans, as | visualise swift
trains carrying tourisis and
containerised cargos.”

Although the proposals have
not been introduced in official
channels, he says, it has been
well-received by Afghan lead-
ers in Peshawar and Delhi, the
president of the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce; com-
mercial attaches in eight em-
bassies based in Delhi; the
Indian MP from Nagaland and
geo-political researches at the
Punjab and Calcutta universi-
ties; and at the Bangladesh
Institute of Strategic Studies.

Matthew recalls his meet-
ing, during the visit to
Pakistan, with Gul Muhammad
Gulrzai, the political stralegist
of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's
Hezbe-Islami Party of
Alghanistan.

"'Gulzai endorsed the idea
and agreed to forward 1o
Jalalabad the proposal for post-
war raflroad consiruction,” he
adds,

Prominent Pakistani indus-
trialist and President of the
Lahore Chamber of Commerce
Salahuddin Ahmed Sahab, he
says,” also showed keen inter-
est in linking Afghan and
Central Asian economies with

Pakistan's.
The Lahore Chamber
President’’, Matthew adds,

"assured that he will convey to
the policy-makers the cham-
ber's 'strong interesl in the
funding and engineering of the
Afghanistan railroad’.”
Recognising the importance
of Amritsar to trade and
tourism, he points out, the
City's Mayor Om Prakash Soni
has volunteered to secure the
municipal council endorse-
ment for the Euro-Asian
Continued on page 10

N the context of Banglade-
sh, having rabbit meat is
simply an unusual prac-
e
"Even marital-bond with a
rabbit-eater is considered as
an impossibility”, Md Shajahan,
an cmployeec of Ghatail Thana
Central Co-operative Associ-
ation under Tangail district,
obscrved. "Il is hard to shake-
off old ideas and start
somcthing new”, he added re-
ferring to the drawbacks in
iniliating rabbit farming in the
villiagas.
"It needs a little courage 1o
slart with rabbit. But it seems

that thé villagers are not ready
yet ... some of them may think

in a motivation campaign for
raising of rabbit in Ghatail re-
eently. The Thana Health
Project arranged the pro-
gramme in collaboration with
the Institute of Nutrition and
Food Science (INFS) of the

Tolail Md Alamgir Azad, the
nulritionist eof the Child

Rabbit: A Source of Income and Protein.

Something Unu

Bl o a ¥ s = o PR - L . el o — . -
e L3 . }."‘"ﬁ ":-'\'ﬂ *H{#ﬁ - _:_:Im_._._._.._r_._,;_,l-_-_:,:';-ﬁ.:_-__.'!.:_ 2o g T
g i P = ik " i - : el re: Pt
it o b : i

LA

coruill i s e b

Within this period. the rabbiis
hawve pl'ﬂdutfd more than 30
ofisprings in Lhree phases,
though most of them died in
the first phascs.

“The INFS distributing a p;mr of rabbiis to a village women’s

Arad distributed some

young ones to the villagers for
more raising. He has planned

o distrfbute more o the vil-
lagers for its promotion.

sual Must Take More Time

by Masud Arif

“In future | will sale them in
the market”, Azad mentiomed.
Arca peoplc have become {n-
leresied in rabbit [arming aller
secing Azad's [arm, some thana
cmployces and villagers re
marked.

Shalsanga Asram cmployees
in Pakuria, two miles from the
thana complex, are also [arm-
ing rabbits there,

The INFS lormer Director
Professor Shah Md Keramat AN
who is also a physictan and
Shukanta Shaha, animal re-
source scientisl of the institulc
addresséd the village pcople
pointing oul difllerent views or
rabbit [arming.

They discussed about how a
rabbit farm could easily be
made in the house premises at
a low cost. Profcssor Keramat
also discussed the version
about rabbit in the Holy Quran.

The INFS has already suc-
cessfully established more than
10 small-size rabbit [arms in
different parts of the country.
They are in Manikganj, Ghatafl
in Tangail Sripur in Gazipur
district, Chandina in Comilla,
Jhenidah and Rangpur. Each of
these small size farms
presently contain about 30
rabbits in an average which
was inilialed with only two or
three pairs ten months before.
(iesides, five or eight young
rabbits hdve already been dis-
tributed amcag Lhe people
from these larms during this

pertod for further raising.

The Grameen Bank is also
supporting and working with
the INFS in promoting rabbil
farm across the country.

Besides, the INFS has ar-
ranged several motivation

The Bacl*(*yard' re *1\/11111' iy Meat Factory

F minfbus with my friends
Mamur Suriaatma-dja and
Deasy Tuwo in West-Java in
Indonesta. Riding through a
beautiful landscape of green
rice ficlds and surrounded by
dormant volcanoes we were
discussing a newspaper report
that said that seventy per cent
of the Indonesian population,
cspecially people ving in rural
arcas, is undernourished. The
main de , the -
per said, 1s lack of protein.
Maost people eat sufficient sta-
ple food in the form of rice of
cassava, but rarcly have meat
on thetr plate. Meat, fish and
cggs are luxury ftems which
only a few can afford.
Passing through villages,
where sharecropping larmers
were harvesting their meager
crop was wondered what could
be done to solve thia problem.
Undernourishment serfously

aflects people, ecspecially if
they lack protein in their diet.

to Become a Habit

campaigns in dillerent areas
and also conducted training for
the village co-operative women
and other concerned for
growing of rabbit farming in
the country.

Wildlife experts observed
that the country’'s climate is in
favour of rapid growth of rab-

bits. The people should l;c en-
couraged in raising rabbil as it
is endowed with high repro-

ductive system, the experts
felt.

It is not only income gener-
ating bul nutritious, the ex-
perts said. They mentioned

by Hans Rolloos

It means that adults have less
mental energy amd resistance
against diseases. Al a young age
children are affected by a dis-
torted development of their
brain functions. In the past
various international
organisations such as UNICEF

A proud Javanese rabbil breeder.

and WHO, and local

government departments had
inflialed a number of nutrition

programmes  in  Indonesia.
llowever, these programmes
had not been very ive as

they mainly dcalt with the frec
distribution of food ftems such

that the rabbit is used for rich
source of protein in other
parts of the world. A female
matured rabbit can preduce

more than 40 a ycar
and takes less than a r of
lood energy than a cattle to

produce one kilogram of meat.

| !;I:lﬂc;u full grown rabbit
ne only 130 grams grass
and vegetable rejects u:hg.

. however, stressed
that more steps should be
taken to accustom the mass
with a rabbit-habit.

as milk powder and sorghum.
Once the distribution

the people went back to r
former status of malnutrition.
Would there be a possibility
ol cnabling poor people to
prodduce their won source of
gmlﬂn? My friend Mamur
uriaatmadja suggested the
promotion of high breed
thickens, Deasy Tuwe did not
ke the idea. What about
chicken feed,



