play Asian club
soccer meets
Sportl!leportrr

champions of
Iht F"Il‘ﬂ ivision Eﬁ[hﬂl!
Abahan! Krira Chakra
runners -up Mohamnmwdan
.Sporting Club will represent
the country in this year's AMan
4Chab Cup and Cup Winners'
Cup club-level soccer champt-
~onships respectively.

This was decided al a
meeting of the exccullive
commitice of the Bangladesh
. Football Federation (BFF) with
ts chiel Skddiqur Rahman in

the chair at the federation
conlerence room last evening,
. The meeting also approved
. tratning rammes lor the
coaches of the Ma-O-Moni un-
der- 14 joothall tcams.

However, the mceting did
:mot consider the issue regard-
ing Bangladesh's participation
in the qualifying meet for the
1994

cha hip which surprised
'Z?:' rvers to a great de-

IR in DU inter-deptt

cricket final
Sports Reporter
t of International
Relations moved into the final
of the Dhaka University inter-
department cricket lourna-
ment by outplaying Depar-
tment of Management by scven
wickets in the second
semifinal at the Jagannath Hall
ground yesterday.
International Relations will
clash with defending champi-
ons t of Finance and
Banking in the final on the last
day of this month.

Batting first Management |

could muster a paltry 118 los-
ing six wickets in 30 overs
with Selim Mushtaq lopscor-
ing with an unbeatcn 44 and
Shahed Shams and Masud get-
ting 21 each.

Nafis claimed five wickcts
conceding 32 runs for
International Relations. |

International Relations
cruised past the opponents
total making 119 for three
wickets in 27.1 overs with
Suman remaining unbeaten on
49 and Ali Ashraf and Mawla
getting 21 and 20 respectively.

Pappu took two wickcets for

a7.
DU SOCCER

Meanwhile, Department of
Islamic llistory and Culture
qualified for the final of the in-
ter department soceer tour-
nament by edging past
Department of Political
Science 2-1 at the university

ground yesterday
Phj:hkhur and nali-r:mal de-
fender Kaiser Hamid scored
one goal each for the winners
while Anwar pulled one back
for the losers.

Zakia emerges as

new queen of chess
Sports Reporter

Zakia Sultana of Narayangani
emerged as thc new queen of
the national women's chess.

Zakia clinched the title of
the 14th national women's
chess championship by dcleat-
ing former champion Sycda
Shabana Parveen Nipa 2-1 in
the . title-deciding active chess
-play-ofl held at the National
Sports Council chess room

The Bangiadc'ﬁh Chess
Federation, organiscrs of the
meet, had to stage the play-ofl
matches since both Zakia and |
Nipa collected seven and a half
.points each at the completion
of the nine-round robin lcague

last Wednesday.

Last ytar's champion amt:!"‘“r

_the only Internalional Women
Master ol the country Rani
Hamid and runncr-up Tanima
Parveen secured the third and
fourth placcs respcctively.

Ten players of the country
icipated in this year's na-
tionals which began on January

'® ROLL OF HONOUR

Following is the roll-of-
honour of the national
" women's championship:
1979-B4—Ranti 1lamid
1985-86—Yasmeen Begum
1987 — Not held
1988 — Rani Hamid
1989 — Syeda Shabana Parveen
Nipa
1990 — Rani Hamid
1991 — Tanima Parveen
1992 — Rani Hamid
1993 — Zakia Sultana

i

d U-19 CHESS
. Meanwhile, . the

14th

the same venue

World Cup soccer |

under- 19 chess
] got underway at
yesterday,

A gallant knock of
94 by Indian
Rajinder Singh
went itn valn

when Surja Tarun
et DBrothers Uni-
on oflf the hook in the Navana

Premicr Diviston cricket
lcague tie at the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday.

Former league champions
and this year's runners-up ol
the Damal Summner cricket
champtonship, Brothers Union
staved off what would have
been their third defeat this
scason when they struggled to
return to winning ways with an
exciting 15-run win against
Surja Tarun Club in the day's
only Navana encounter.

Put into bat Brothers, aided
by two big knocks from Nurul
Abedin Nobel and Athar Ali rat-
thed up 238 from the possibie
44 overs. Chasing a victory lar-

get of 239 at a rate 5.43 runs

over Tarun later order
g:urm-n gummed up the
works of Rajinder to be all out
for 223.

- Brothers opening pair gave
their side a fine start pulting
on 61 for the first wicket be-
fore Zahid Razzak Masum was
bowled by Javed Omar DBelim
Golla for 29.

Suman left early but 139-
run partnership for the third
wicket belween Nobel and
Athar took Brothers to a seem-
ingly unassailable position.
Nobel hit a fine 90 made off
114 balls with the help of four
[ours and a sixer before
Majbee, Tarun's pacer, bowled
him in the rush overs,

Athar hit a solid 82 off just
76 balls, which included eight
sparkling boundaries and three
mighty sixes. Athar's was the
last lirothers wicket to fall,
wllh the total on 234,

Sports Reporter

Eventually Brothers amassed
238 for four wickets.

M , Oem and Golla
pic up onc wicket each as

the frantic Tarun skipper em-—-
ployed as many as eight

bowlers to kecp the tabs on
the run spree,

Tarun got off to the worst
possible siart in the face of a
daunting task of getting 239

82

ATHAR ALI ...

for victery with Tite and Raj
leaving early to make the score

a sickly ten for two.

The resurgence began with

the number four batsman,
Indian Rajinder Singh, arriving
at the wicket to team up with
opener Nurul Hadi.

Rajinder managed two use-
ful - partnerships — 57 runs for
the third-wicket with Hadi,
who scored 22 and 87 runs for
the fifth wicket with Rodrigo
— to set up a thrilling finish.
Shri Lankan Rodrigo left for 33
while trying to force the pace
with Tarun in sight of victory
in the 39th over.

Four runs later with the
score on 204, Tarun hopes
were blown out when Rajinder

was bowled Irying to make
room for a shot, six runs adrift
of what would have been a
meritorious hundred.

Tarun batting panicked un-
der pressure and caved In as
Brothers led ofl-spinner
Salahuddin tightened their
hold on the match. From a very
comfortable position of 200
for five in the 39th over Tarun
slipped to be allout for 223 in
43.2 overs, four balls short of
their quola of 44 overs,

Salahuddin was the most
successful Brothers bowler
claiming four wickets for 33
runs. Fernando took twe lor
42, Masunt bagged two for 25
while Morshed picked up one
for 28.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Abahani vs Biman (Dhaka

Swadium)
PWD vs Victoria (DCS)

Rajshahi cricket
Friends Sporting Club
recorded a massive 134 run
victory against Cricket Clinic
Club in the Rajshahi Bhorer
Kagaj First Division cricket
league at the Stadium
yesterday, according to a mes-
sage received in Dhaka.
Batting first Friends Club
made 202 losing five wickels
in 33 overs and later re-
siricted Cricket Clinie for a

paltry 68. » ) :
Changpai cricket

Pragati Sangha trounced SS
Sporting Club by ten wickets
in the only match of the
Changpal Cup cricket tourna-
ment yesterday, says a press
rcicase,

Palash of Pragat{ Sangha was
adjudged the man-of-the-

match.

Seles, Graf in Aussie Open final

a4 MELBOURNE,

Jan 28: Stelli Gral
and Monica Scles
face yet another
personal battle in
this year's Austira-
liun Open final aflter preserving

the status quo in women's
tennis wil' cbrajgit scls wins
against Arantxa Sanchez

Vicario and Gabriela Sabatini

loday, reports Reuter.
Gral was the most sirciched
- downin Sanc hnr

MONICA SELES

Vicario 7-5, 6-4, but Sclcs was
back in the locker room inside

and hour after a 6-1, 6-2
thrashing ol the Argentine
third seed.

The German world number
ilwo, the oldest player in the
last four at the age of 23, has
an cxtra fncentive to beat Scles
in Saturday's final.

If she manages it, Gral can
regain the number one slot
from her great rival by winning
in Tokyo next week.

* Seles, though, has still to
lose a match at the Australian
Open in three years of coming
to Melbourne and is still hot
favourite to complete a hat-
trick of titles.

Sanchez Vicario's only con-
sojatfon is that she rises to
number three in the world
rankings, ahcad of Sabalini,
despite her [7th ecarcer loss to
Grafl in 20 matches,

Gral, sporting a "Save the
Rhing” T-shirt, said of the fi-
nal: "It's a great opportunity to
play against the best woman #n
the world. I'm very excited
about iL." '

"l played sort of okay today,
pothing special, when it was
important [ played well but
there were a few times when |
didn't play aggressive enough,”
sald Grafl, who lost her number
onc ranking to Scles in March

1991.

. The last time Graf and Scles
met was at Wimbledon last
Juné when the Yugoslav,
knocked off her stride by
grunting controversids and

Timman wins
Game 11

SAN LORENZO DE EL
ESCORIAL, Spain, Jan 28:
Putch underdog Jan Timman

kept his world championship-

hopes alive on Wednesday by
defeating British contender
Nigel Short in the 11th game
of their eliminater chess
maitch, reports Reuter.

Short, playing black, re-
signed in a hopeless position
on the B5th move after nearly

eight hours of play over two | -the Navana Premi
| G .

rain breaks, lost 6-2, 6-1.

it has been a rare blip on an
otherwise prodigious record
which already includes seven
Grand Slam titles, but Seles
played down the significance
of another clash with Graf

"To me it doesn't matter ... |
am pl1 ing the sanic people so
many limes a year 1 am just
used to iL,” Scles said. Of their
nine previous mntchu. Gral
leads 6-3.

Sabatini ted she may
have been suflfering from a
virus and complained ol lecling
below par.

"I am not fceling very well. 1

think [ have a virus because |

just feel very weak and very
tired." She also predicted a
Scles win in the final. “l would
say Monica ‘scems more pre-

pared ... The way she is playing
she is going to be very tough to

"beat.”

* the

Spain’'s Sanchez Vieario ac-
tually led 4-2 in the first set
after winning four gameés on
the trot, but could not make it

"Il | had won the first set
everything would have been
different,” Sanchez Vicario
said. "I was a little bit unlucky
because | hit good shots but
she came back with good wln—
ners.”

Sanchez Vicarfo's three
wins ever Gral have all been in
Grand Slam.events, most re-
cently in the US Open quarter-
finals last year.

The Spaniard’'s form in the

first set suggested a possible

rcpeat, coinciding as it did
with a sharp downlurn in
Gral's game compared to her
quarter [inal against Jennifer
Capriati.

But Sanchez Vicario failed
to convert two break points for
a 5-2 lead which even at such
an carly stage scemed danger-
ously wasteful.

So it proved as Gral came
roaring back, holding off a late
Spanish revival to wrap up
victory in exactly one hour and
a half

Grafls record of reaching the

final withoul dropping a set

but the manner of Sabalini's
demise was ample proof that
"Scles dropped to
France's Julie Halard has been
more of a mental help than
hindrance.

'Seles feigned equal uncon-
cern when asked how the po-
tential loss of her number one
ranking would affect her.

"It 1s a fun thing to be but #t
is. not something 1 worked for

Even Seles cannot boast

or wanted to achiceve. It is not
the biggest thing in my life. |
just want to be happy and

healthy that's about all.”
"Up to now here | have
played some good solid tennis

but | haven't played anything
incredible.”

Saturday will be Scles’
eighth sueccessive Grand Slam
final, closing on the record of
13 set by Gral between 1987
and 1990.

Women's

officials have

STEFFI GRAF
“worked out that il she main-

tains her level of success, she
will have ¢carned over US dollar

20 million in prize money

alone by the turn of the cen-

tury, given a five per cent in- .
crease in purses each year,

MEN'S SEMIS TODAY

There was no men's singles
play scheduled for Thursday.
The men's semifinals will

- be played Friday with defend-

ing champion Jim Courier of
the United States facing No 14
Michacl Stich of Germany.
Two-time champion Stefan
Edberg bl Sweden will face No
3 Pete Saniptas ot the United
States i the ulther semi.
Aceording Lo IBM/ATDP Tour
statistics, Couricr, Edberg and
Sampras all have the chance lo
be ranked No 1 in the world at
the end of the tournament.
Courict. will retain the top
ranking il he wins, or il he
Joses 1o Edberg in the final.
Edberg will regain No |
only il he beats Stich in the fi-
nal.
Sampras will lcapfrog to No
1 if he wins the title or if he
loses in the semis or final and
Stich goes on to win the title.
The tournament offers prize
money of ‘dirs 4.82 million.
The women's final is Saturday

and the men's final on Sunday. J

=

Players !ﬂd nﬂ' cials of I}lmnmundl Club, who qualified fﬂr
jer Division cricket lﬂgua next year

the Mirpur Pallabi ground yesterday.

Sport
BU return to winning ways |

Wasim Haider may

play for Biman
Sports Reporter

Wasim Haider, one of the
memboers of Pakistan's World
Cup winning squad may pln
loday for Biman tn their im
portant Navana league (n
agiinst Abahan{ Krira Chakra

A right handed allroundcr
who bowls medium pace and
is capable of powerful hitting,
was signed up carlier this ycar
by Biman. llaider practiscd
yesterday with the Biman play -
ors. .

Mcanwhile, Raisuddin
Ahmed, vice president of the
[langladesh Cricket Control
Hoard (BHCCB) was to |eave
Dhaka for London to attend
the two day ICC meeting to fi-
nalise the wvenue for next
World Cup cricket champi-
onship. Representatives of all
the Test playing countries as
well as the associale members
of the ICC will attend the
meeting.

No confidence

‘motion against
TCCB defeated

LONDON. Jan 28: The MCC
rebels [afled on Wednesday 1o
Breach the bastions of tha
Augus! bﬂdy over the Gower
Alfair,” reports Reuler

Members of the Manlchone
Cricket Club, «till the most
powerful voice in the game,
n;wuhd a motion ol "no conli-
denee” in England s sclectors
by 6,135 voles to 4,600

The motion was brought by
a group of dissidents angered
by the omission of England's
leading run-scorer and most
graceful of batsmen David
Gower and the countrys lop
wicketkecper Jack Russell for
the cyrrent tour of India.

About 1.200 of MCCs
17.500 members attended a
spocial mecting and listened
lo nearly three hours of pas-
sionate debate which inrfudui
some of the leading figures in
the land., |

A sizcable majorily of those
present — 715 o 412 — sup-
ported the motion but the
postal voles swung it in favour
of the establishnwnt, although
perhaps not as comnvineingly as
the would have hoped

Nirman cricket
Sports Reporter

Haganbari | luth School reg-
istered an oxeiting Lwo-
wicket victory over ldecal High
School and €ollcge in a match
dominated by the bowlers in
the qualiying mwel for the
Dhaka zonal championship ol
the 11th Nirman Schools
cricket tournament at the
Brothers Union ground yester-
Sent in to bat the Ideal boys
could manage a modest 114 in
27.5 overs in the face of an in-
cisive spell from Rahat, who
took five wickets for 23 in
scven overs. Only lossain
Jamal Tanveer (24) and
Siddique (20) offered any- re-
sistance, .

. What seemed to be an casy
target turned almost impossi-
ble when Baganbari batsmen
walked in to bat. Shibly with
figures of four wickets for 22
made life miserable for
Baganbari Iligh but they still

made it, thanks to some way--

ward bowling and sloppy
wickctkeeping. Exiras pro-
vided some 30 runs. Al the
cnd Lhe Baganbari score read
115 for eighl in 29.3 overs,

Dhanmondi earn

promotion
Sports Reporter

Dhanmondi Club carncd
promolion to the Navana

- Premicer Division league when

they posted an impressive six-
wicket victory — their fourth
in as many oulings — over
Agrani DankK in the Milnars
First Division super league  tie
at the Mirpur Pallabi ground
yesterday.

With 20 points rom 12
matches Dhanmondi Club, who
made it to the Milnars First
Division only a year ago, join
Wari Club in next year's
Premier Division leaguce. Wari
play their last super league: tie
against City Club at the same
venue on February 1. If they
win Dhanmondi Club have to
fight it out with them for the
championship which won’t
have any signilicance hl:}rnnd
academic interest.

Batting first Agrani Bank
made 184 for eight wicketls in
43 .overs with Azam topseoring
with 32 runs and Nadim con-
trit uting 25, Extras yiclded
36 runs to the f3ank total,

Raj Kumara, .Dhanmondi
Shri Lankan recruit, claimed
two wickets for 33 to be the
most cffective bowler of his
side.

In reply, the Dhanmondi

batsmen breezed past the lar-

get making 166 for the loss of
[our wickels with one over Lo
spare.

Raj Kumara, having had a
nice time with the ball earlier,
lashed with the willow
knocking 46 with five fours.
Biplob, the opener and Samiur
Rahman Sami, the burly for-
mer national ericketer scored
22 each: the latter remained
uneconquered.

Al Amin was the most suc-
cessful Bank bowler claiming
two wickets for 36.

l

“lan Salisbury,

wweck, will have to

batting in Adelaide,
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Calcutta Test begins toda! | :
Eden’s ambience worries Fletcher

CALCUTTA, Jan
28: England ma-
nager Keith Fle-
wcher, a veteran
cricket campaig-
! ner in india, has
war e hﬂ tcam of fhe Eden
Gardens “cauldron®™ ahead of
the flirst Test, reports Reuter.

*There fs a total din as the
bowler starts his run, then a
deathly hush when he delivers,
and il # sirikes you on the pad
or stuhlike — the roofl comces
ot " said Fletcher.

It can be an intimidating
pluv Prople can freeze in the
Alninsphere.”

Fleteher, who was out for
16 and five in his lirst Test al
Edcn Gardens in 1972/3. re-
turncd as captain nine years
later to make 69 and 60 not
(.

The big question when the
mittch starts on Friday Is will
tichiag, their morale battered by

deteatl in South Africa, put
Froelind to the sword?
Or will they play safe and

ok for a draw in the hope
they ean sneak the three-test
~crivs later in the campaign?

The indications arc Lhat
they will, against expectations,
e bold.

It s a policy that could well
b¢ rewarded as England are
suddenly as vulnerable as a
rickshaw-man on Calculta’s
congusted sireets.,

hiltp DcFreitas, a key
bowler, has been ruled out
with a torn groin muscle and a
Mlu virus is sweeping the team.

Morale remains high but
the latest two victims, captaip
Graham Gooch and leg-spinner
could not be
more crucial.

| don't feel too good, My
joints ache and every time |
cough | get a pain In my
chest,” said Gooch, who
missed net practice. Salisbury,

who was promoted from a net
bowler to the first-choice
spinner of four, also stayed n
bed.

Fast bowier Paul Taylor felt
weak after bowling and batting
in the nets on Wednesday.
John Emburey and Devon
Malcolm are still feeling the
alter effects of their fliness,

3ut Goech seems deter-
mined to make his 100th Test
.lppearilﬂ{'.f.

“The Test . l: not
othcer mateh. ﬂ'ﬂl the
it is my 100th will not n!'kvl
the way |-approach my game,’
said, the 39-year-old opening
batsman.

In the 26 Tests in which he
has led the side, Gooch has hit
ninc cenluries and 12 [ifties,
averaging 66.31. Ilis 333 In
the 1980 Lord's Tcst Is the
highest by an English batsman
against India.

lie also made the most run
in a series against lpdia when
he complled 752 iIn three
Tests at an average of 125.3 in
1990.

Dalmlya hopeful but .

CALCUTTA, Jan
28: India arc kee-
ping their fingers
crosscd despite
claiming majority
support fgr the
subcontinent's joint bid to
stage the 1995 World Cup
cricket in the face of a lone
rival offer by England, repotis
Al1’,

“On all counts we should be
getting the World Cup,” said
Jagmohan Dalmiya, convener
of the Joint Bid Commillee
(JBC) representing India,
akistan and Shri Lanka.

‘I the allotment is done on '

the basis of a simple majority
then we are way ahead of
England,” Dalmiya said "in
Caleutta, venue for the first
Test between India and
Englind starting Friday,

llc said the joint bid had
been assured two thirds of the
37 votes held by members of
the International Cricket

. Conference (ICC), which mects

in London on February 2 to de-
cide who hosts the Cup.
" The subceontinent has bid

five million pounds to host the .

Cup while England has offered
4.85 millfon pounds, according
to ather Indian cricket ofli-
cials.

But Dalmiya voiced worry
that Australia and England

| could use the veto powers as

founding members of the ICC
to block the joint bid to ensure
England gets a fourth chance
at staging the tournament.

tHie warned against the ex-
creigs of the veto right. "If the
veto power is used then it will
result in a stalemate and it wilf
have a far-reaching impact.”

Dalmiya was the brain be-
hind pulling the World Cup out
of England in 1987 after it had
pl.wr:d host to three consecu-

tive Cup tournament since
{o' 3. India and Pakistan
s1 ued the 1987 edition.

india will send a three-
member team led by

Madhavrao Scindia, president
of the Board of Control for

Cricket in India (BCCI) to the
February 2 meclng.

According to the ICC con-
stitution, the nine Test playing
natfons — India, Pakistan, Shri
Lanka, South Alrica, England,

!';-;"5:-.
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JAGMOHAN DALMIYA

Austiralia, Noew . Zealand, West
Indics and Zimbabwe — have
two voles each.. The 19 assoct-
ate members have one cach.
The venuces ol the two pre-
vious Cups — DPakistan and
India in 1987 and Ausiralia
and New Zealand in 1991 —
were decided by a simple ma-
jority and India want the same
procedure to be followed ngaln

Ajay Jadcja, who played for
India tn South Alrica carlier
this - mormth, praisc 1o
Salisbury after he led the india
Under-23s against the lourists
al the weckend.

He alse
Maicolm, England's spearhead,
as quick as Allan Donald, the
man who detonsied India’s
batting in South Alrica.

The CAB has laid a new
pitch, which appears o be .
spin-friendly, because it is
ncarly 10 years since any Test
al the Eden Gardens has pro-
duced a result. The lasi three
Test matlches ended in draws.

“l domn't think #t will be a
bad pitch but the ball muight
tend to keep low and possibly
it will turn and seam a bit from

the edges of the cracks,” said
England manager Keith
Flelwcher.

With that in mind it Is no

spinncrs -
England, Gooch and Mike
Galting apart, have looked sus-
ttptlblr to turn throughout the

ll will be Azharuddin's
biggest — and his last
— Test as captain. only
home Test he has been in
charge for was a 1990 dcfeat of
Shri Lanka at Chandigarh, his
only win in 17 Tests. __

nted initially for
just this Test, he said: "We are
going to be positive. There is
nnpmnuh hanging out there
for a draw,”

But statistics seem to

favour
Of the 78 Tests played be-
tween the twg countrics,

has won 31, India 11
36 have been drawn. On
Indian sofl, 40 Tests have been

phycd ol which Endnnd have
0, lost 9 rawn 22.
Thur-day. C ket
Association of reported
it has sold ou in the

95,452-seat llndium. and news
reports say at least 90,000 fans
are expected to attend the -

The offlicial world record
for Test atiendance is the
1936-37 Australia-England
match al the Mclhourne
Cricket  Groumd which was
wilched by 350,534 people in
five days with the average daily
attendance being 70,000.

*The cricket lovers of

Calcutta are all set to break
further records in their de-
voled pursuit of the game,”
satd The |lindu newspaper.
.. For the first time in 26
years, the CADB will open the
daily ticket sales counters at
the stadium. The practice was
abandoned during the 1966-
67 West Indies Test series al-
ter frustrated fans who could
nol get tickets set fire to the
stadium, forcing the great all-
rounder, Sir Garficld Sobers,
to flec for his life. Since then
lotteries were held to decide
who could buy tickets.

‘Both sides will look to bat
on winning the toss, despite
the possibility of dew being on
the wicket after the ecarly
morning start. :

TEAMS

INDIA: Mohammad Azhar-
uddin [caplain), Navjot Sidhu,
Woorkeri Raman, Vinod
Kambli, Sachin Tendulkar, Ajay
Sharma, Praveen Amre, Kiran
More, Kapil Dev, Manoj Prab- |
hakar, Javagal Srinath, Rajesh
Chﬂuhan Venkat Raju, Anil
Kumble. i

ENGLAND: Graham Gooch
(captain), Michael Atherton,
Alec Stewart, Robin Smith,
Mike Gatling, Graecme Hick,
Chris Lewis, lan Salisbury, Paul
Taylor, Paul Jarvis, Philip
Tulnell, Devon Malcolm, Neil
Fairbrother, John Emburey.

InJury troubles WI, Aussie camps

PERTII, Jan 28:
Australia and the
West Indies each
had injury con-
cerns Thursday,
- two days before
thL start of the fifth and
deciding cricket Test at the
WACA Ground, reports AP,

Tim May, one of theé stars ol
Australia’'s demoralizing one-
run loss at Adelaide earlier this
prove his
[itness on Friday after being hit
on the right forefinger while

May is having trouble grip-
ping the ball and his latest in-
jury sctback could alter Aus-
tralia’s thoughts of playing two
spin bowlers.

The West Indies will likely
need a replacement for [ast
bowler Kenneth Benjamin,
who could not train Thursday
because of a damaged left
knee.

Juvenile soccer

Bangabir Sangsad and
Diamond Sporting Club will
play in the final of the Jadukar
Samad memorial juvenile soc-
cer championship on February
2 at the Dhaka Hockey
Stadfum.

. Bangabir Sangsad climi-
nated Dhaka Football Training
Centre by five goals to one
white Dlamond Sporting Club
beat United Boys Club by three

als to one-in the two semi-
finals held at the Outer

; Stadium yesterday.

Benjamin has. hﬂd injurf
problems throughout the five-
Tesl series and one-day com-
petition. Patrick  Patlerson is
likely to return to the Weslt
Indics side in his place, team
oflicials said.

May mdade a triumphant re-
turn to Test cricket in
Adclaide with a [live-wicket
haul, then held the Australian
batting together in a ninth-
wickel partnership with fcellow
bowler Craig McDermotL

Meanwhile, Australia have
turned the clock back almost
two ycars as part of their
preparation for Saturday's first
day of the fifth Test.

The two sides are tied at |-
I alter the Australians missed
the opportunity to claim the
Frank Worrell Trophy for the
first time since 1975-76,

The West Indians have
never lost a Test in three ap-
pcarances in Perth, but
Australian vice-captain Mark
Taylor said the 14-man squad
had focused on the last Test of
the 1991 series in the
Caribbean as part of their
preparation here.

On the 1991 tour, Australia
were expected to be beaten
casily on a fast wicket in the
last- Test at Antigua, but® the
visitors responded well to win
by 157 runs, claiming the
match comfortably with a day
Lo spare

The WACA track offers ex-
tra bounce for bowlers but is a
haven for stroke players.
Taylor said the Australians

would claim the tro
continued their solid rm

Everyone says that Perth is
going to be their wicket but we
can play well here,” Taylor
said Thursday.

"Looking back to thc West
Indics series in 1991, Antigua
was supposéd to be their
wickel because it was quick
and a hit bouney but we played
very well. | really don't think
the wicket will favour any one.

Khalid Skah eyes
3,000m mark

RABAT, Jan 28: Moroccan
athletics hero Khalid Skah is
aiming to set a new 3,000m
indoor world record next
month, reports AFP,

Skah, the Olympic 10,000m
gold medalist fn [arcelona and
double world cross-country
champion, told AFP “I'm going
to the Berlin indoor mecting
on February 5 for the 3,000m.”

"And [rom there I'm going
to Ghent in Belgium, where
I'm going to try and break
Moses Kiptanui's world record
on February 10.”

The Kenyan set his mark of
7 min 37.31 sec in February
last year at Seville,

Skah, who has been training
in the Atlas Mountains, said; "1
[eel on top form at the mo-
ment. I'm really pleased with
the way ['ve been preparing lor
these meetings and I'm de-
termined to pul In some great
performances.”




