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cerely welcome this initiative.

shops,

I am pleased to know that the research organization
Bangludesh Unnayan Parishad is organizing a umeidmtg- na-
tional seminar entitled "Bangladesh: Past Two Decades and
the Present Decade”. As far as | know this is the [irst effort of
its kind organized oulside the government [framework. | sin-

I am also pleased to know that research papers on various
aspects of our national life will be presented at the seminar,
and that there will be open discussions and inlense exchange
of views with the aim of conprehending the existing realities, .
their historical perspectives dnd future implicétions. It 'is 'my
expeclation that the seminar will generate conclusions and
recommendations which will make substantial contribution to |
the process of policy making and programme formulation for
national progress. | am confident that Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishad will continue to conduct research, organize work-
seminars and conferences and undertake other rele-
vant activities in future as well aimed at helping shape appro-

priate nation-building programmes.
| wish the seminar all success.

Nazmul Huda, Barrister-at-law
. Minister
Ministry of Information

! Govt ol the People's Republic of Bangladesh

| PAPERS TO BE PRESENTED

Subject Author
Natonal Economic Management Prot. Muzafier Ahmad, IBA. DU.
Economic Growth, Employment Or Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad,
Generation, and Poverty Alleviation Chairman , BUP

Women and Development
Foreign Policy

Iternational Trade

Or Mustata K Mujeri, CIRDAP, and
Mr Abu Abdullah, BIDS

Mr § M Al-Husainy, Former
Chairman, Public Service Commission

Dr Zaheda Ahmad, Department of
History, Dhaka University

Advocate Sigma Huda, Bangladesh
Supreme Court

Mr Fakruddin Ahmed, Former Foreign
Secretary

Mr Ataus
Correspondent
Mr Abed Khan, Assistant Editor,
Daily  intetaq

Barrister Amirul Islam, Bangladesh
Supreme Coun

Dr Halida Akhter Hanum  Director
BIRPERHD

Or Ainun Nishat, BUET
Dr A M Harun ar Rashwd, Department
of Physics, DU

Mr Munir-uz-Zaman
Secretary

Dr A K M Gholam Rabbani, Former
Secretary

Prol Anisuzzaman, Depariment of
Bengali, DU

Or  Amirul islam Chowdhury,

Depanment of Economics, Jahangi-
rnagar University

Dr Ayubur Rahman Bhuya,

Samad, BBC

Former

Department of Economics. DU

S pecial § upplement

On the Theme and Purpose
of the Seminar

Il one were Lo identily the
developmental problems faced
by Bangladesh, the very [irst
thing to strike one would be
the glaring incqualities cxist-
ing between dillerent socio-
ceonomic calegories. The so-
ciety is like a pyramid with the
vasl majority of the unspeak-
ably poor groaning at the basc.
The subscequent upper rings
dre gradually smaller in size
with a very rich tiny minority

perched at the apex.

Il one is allowed to take a
Httle liberty with the
metaphor, it is a pyramid in
which the various soclo-ceo-
nomic and power calcegories of
people may be coneeived Lo be
scparaled by glass curtains; so
that nothing in any ring is hid-
den from view of those who
are in rings on either side. The
poor mass of the pcople can
casily sce how grossly deprived
they are relative to the privi-
leged classes: it is all Loo pal-
pable thal they would want to
smash Lthrough the glass bar-
ricr. The upper cchelons can
also see Lthe through the glass
curtain the activities of those
below and would take appro-
priate steps Lo saleguard their
own privileges and intercsts.
The result in that the socicly
is full ol tensions and contra-
dictions which  hinder
Progress.

Such a state of affairs can
only continuc at the peril of
the entire nation. It is time for
all of us 1o try to bring aboul
qualitative changes in the
country's socip-gecondmic dis-
pensation Lhrough lundamenial
and at the same time prag-
matic reforms. The country
has gone through a number of
run-of-the-mill. five year plins
and annual developnwent pro-
grammes. The teeming mil-
lions have, by turn, been told
of the virtues of socialism and
the public sector, with El
Dorado round the corner, of
the blessings of a mixed econ-
omy as the means to plenitude
and happy socicty, and then of
a {ree markel economy as the
road Lo salvation. But the facl
remains thalt socio-economic
cmancipation df the masses (s
siill as clusive as ever. Hence,
all development activities must
be realistic and centred round
the imperative of economic
vmancipation of each and ev-
cry individual inhabiting this
country. The vast majority have
long cnough led sub-human
Ihtu They mwust now be al-

Lht.li and their share
m 1!| tt‘?'pnu-nl Lp!;u:*i'*inr;'

and jls rewsrrl
T'l'K cxit of the pitsl aulo-

cralic regime has ercaled a ba-

sis for progress 1o that ond.

With a democratic basc in
place now, the crying necd of
the hour is o establish demo-
cratic order and institutions at
all levels of the socicty and, as
a nalural corollary, the induc-
tion of the masses into the
mainstream of the develop-
ment process. Two decades of
independence have gone by,
but the national ceonomy is yet
to find a solid footling on which
a viable future can be built. The
dawn of a new century and a
new millcnnium s around the
corncr with its looming oppor-
tunides and challenges. We can
ill-afford 0 loosc any mere
lime. We must prepare our-

scives for an orderly, poople-
ericnted progress 10 liwe those
challenges and take advanilage
ol the opportunitics.

Against this bawkdrop, BUP
is holding a seminar on
"Bangladesh: Past Decades and
The Current Decade”. The BUP
is of the opinion that [ree and
frank discussions and dcelib-
erations on the [ailures and
successes of the years past will
bring outl pcrspoectives and di-
rections and infuse a much
needed dynamism in the na-
tion's quest for policies and
strategics for building its fu-
lure with all the citizens con-
tribuling their best and bene-
Ming equitably.

People of distinctlon in
their respective fields will
present papers in this seminar
on various aspocts ol Lhe econ-
omy and socicly, such as wso-
cial, evonomic, cultural, cnvi-
ronmental and 1cchnological
aspects. All matters dircetly
and indirectly concerning the
country's urgenl development
needs are expected 1o be ad-
dressed. Leading intcliectuals,
social scientists, policymakers,
development practitioncers and
adminisirators and specialists

'view  to

widely.

in different fliclds have been

invited to take part in the dis- -

cussions. All present at the
scminar will be free to advance
their opinions and engage in

open debate,
The aim of the seminar is to

revicw the policies, strategies
and programmes pursucd in
the past and currently with a
identiflying their
strengths and weaknesses and
formulating conclusions and
suggestions. to assist the pro-
cess of formulating and selling
in motion a pecople-centred,
pragmaltic dcvelopment pro-
cess for the benelit of the en-
Lire nation, aimed at poverly
alleviation within shortest pos-
sible time and then moving the
ceonomy and society forward

“on sustained basis.

There will be 20 sessions in
the scminar, of 18 which are
working scssions and one in-
augural and one concluding
session. The inauguration ses-
sion will be held in the morn-
ing ol 29 January 1993. Then,
there will be 3 or 4 simultane-
ous working scssions cach day
over the following whole weck,
Only one comprehensive paper
will be presented in each ses-
sion and 30-40 people with
cxpertise, cxpericnee and in-
lerest in the subject have been
invited 1o participate in the
deliberations. Each scssion is
planned in such a manner that
all participants can make cf-
feetive interventions.
peet that, at the end of the
day, we shall have a rich vol-
ume of information, ideas,
apinions and proposals to draw
on o formulating conclusions
and suggestions towards im-
proving approaches to dewvel-
opment, policy regime, pro-
gramme contents and imple-
mentation stralegies. While
discussions may cover whole
range ol relevant issues, for
convenienee 18 subjects have
been chosen as themes of the
I8 working scssions. These
are macro-cconomic manage-
ment: ecmployment generation;
ceonomic growih and poverty
alleviation; environment; polit-
ical process; agriculture; in-
dustiry; the Conslitulion and
legal aspects;, urbanization;
population; health; education;
culture: modia and journalism;
women  and development;
administration: forcign policy;
sctence and lechnology: and

ptet nationald tra d]
A altempl w l‘h«; made Lo

prosent the highlights of the
woevklong discussions on a
wide array of subjects and is-
sues in the concluding session.
A comprchensive report will of
course be prepared as soon as
possible alier the conclusion of
the seminar and circulated

We ox- .

:I We Must Win

| Last Two Decades an t Prent ecade |

challenges.

conditioned by poverty.

or very rich.

sunshine for all.

one we have.

Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad
- Chairman

Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad

A ncw DBengali century is almost upon us. According lo
Christian calendar, not only a ncw century bul also a new
millennium is only a few years away. In this small South-Asian
country, we began our journey as an independent, sovercign
stale aboul two decades ago, full of courage and with a dream
of a bright future. A lot has happened around the globe in the
past two deeades: and far-reaching changes have oecurred in
many places. We in this country have also passcd through
times of Muctuating circumstances — opportunitics and

Whal successes have we achicved and what [ailures have
we endured? We must look back to the past o learn lessons
towards building the future. The present seminar has been
organized to provide such as opportunity.

Poverty has continued 10 be Bangladesh's main problem.‘In
fact, it is more entrenched now than ever before. All faccts of
the national as well as individual Hanglndr.shi

life arc

The country has failed to stem the rot. Poverly stares in
the face of the large majority, although a Liny minority is rich’

Nol enly o achicve progress, but in fact to survive as a
nation, we must fight poverty — bul not following old, failed
stralegies. New, appropriate and cffective strategics must be
. evolved. The basic approach in this context would be to seck
to utilize the vast pool of the unemployed in the country. The
poor people of Bangladesh are very resilient — they have
survived through many a cyclonic storm, floed and plague.
They fought back against heavy odds. Given opportunitics and
facilitics they will be able to give very good account of
themscelves bolh for the good ol themselves and of the nation.

We must win the war against poverty. And we shall —
provided we can de-alienale the people at large,
them tnto the mainstream of socio-economic and political
processes by dismantling all barriers of differentiation which
have kept them marginalized,

Let not the nightmare that this nation has passcd through
in the past endure any more. Let the future bring hope and
But, for that, it s crucial that all of us rise
above petly sell-interests and establish a meaningful and dy-
namic solidarity among all sections of the people and devote
ourschves Lo the building of this nation of ours — it is the only

mobilize
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ture.

Decade”

tions of the seminar.

At the end af the present decade the world enters a new
millennium. While other countries of the world are getiing
prepared to welcome the new millennium, we in this couniry
are overwhelmed with the burden of the past, embarrassed
with the present and uncertain and directionless for the [u-

Against this backdrop it is my belief that the weeklong
seminar on "Bangladesh: Past Two Decades and
organirzed by DBangladesh Unnayan Parishad [(BUP)
will help us know ourselves as well as determine preseni and
Juture policies and programmes.

Let that expectation find full emressinn in the deltbera

[ wish the seminar all-round success.

the Presernd

Rashed Khan Menon'
Parliament Member
and

General Secretary

' Workers Party ol Bangladesh

HE Bangladesh Unna-
yan [PParishad (BUM s
an independent rescar-

ch organization commitied 10
Lhe phlln:uF of total
developmwent of the people and

the natton. The focus of
development, BUP believes,
must be to achieve powverty

allcviation at the first Instance
and then o promole unim-
peded improvement of the
living standards and Lthe quality
ol Wi of the peoplc who make
up the Bangladesh soctocosm,
through efficient and equitablc
development processes. The
st of national welflare is the
all-round and sustained well-
being of cach and every citizen.,
The nattonal development
sirnlegy must, therefore, set
its sights nol only on the
immediate satisfaction of the
prople’'s basic needs butl alse
on atltatinment ol ever-higher
and sustainable advancemoent
that would make thelr Hves
worlthwhile, Such a stratce
will of necessity have 1o
reckon with a time-frame, bul
in spite of the inchactability o
Limce-bound prioritics, em
phascs on the here and now
and in future, that is, on the
present day objeetives and
those of the future have 1o be
w0 dovetafled that no genera-
tlon is denicd the fruits of
[reedom and development,

Rescarch is a means Lo
ends. 1L is esscntial for gener-
ating ncw concepts and ideas,
finding out truths and provid-
ing solutions o the challenj-
ing socio-ceconomic problems

ol modern times. It is rescarch
which has been at Lhe heart of
the tremendous rogress
achieved by humankind not
only in the ficld of scienee and
teehnology but also in ensuring
gradual betterment of human
Hie and standard of living.
Hescarch needs to be pursued
continuously with a view to

improving our knowledge base

and problem solving capacity
and nols.

The importance of rescarch
in any field in Bangladesh can-
nol be overemphasized. The
country faces many problems
in vartous ficlds — social, eco-
nomic, lechnological, political,
cultural, environmental, and
resource mobilization and uti-
lization. But a rescarch culture
is yet to flourish in Bangladesh
and rescarch capacity in terms
of appropriate lostitutions, cx-
pertise and finance is still very
linited here In virtually all
hicids.

'he proccesses ol search for
oeth must be unencumbered,
(hily then H is possible 10 In-
vestigidte all nevessary aspoets
ol the subjeet under considern
tion with ebjectivity and come
up with conclusions based on
frec play of intclleciual in-
quiries. i is, In acl, n the In-
terest of all concerned that ob-
jectivily and pragmatic ap-

form the basis of pol-
icy making and programme
formulation. When the varfous
stralegies pursued for nation-
buflding purposes are designed
and | rmented on thal ba-
sis, they can be relevant to the

context and pertinent o the
nceds and aspirations of the
people. The BUP s commitied
lo assist in the  process of
cslablishing such stratlegics by
gencrating data, analyses, ideas
and views, and bringing those
to the notice of all concerned,

Certain speciflic areas in
which BUP has been conduct-
ing research include green-
house effect as 1t relates to
Bangladesh and such aspects
as climate change, natural re-
sources, cnergy, coastal arcas
and legal aspects; water re-

sources development and uli- -

lization; gender and develop-
ment: rural industrics; micro-
enterprise development: edu-
cation; poverty alleviating ap-
proaches; urban poor: and mi-
nor trrigation.

IBesides conducting basic
rescarch work, BUP has been
tryfng to serve as a catalyst for
the lormulalion of action-ort-
cmted stralegics by bringing
together experts from d
el disciplines and professions
for free and frank exchange of

on the problems and impera-
tives of national development

at different conferenees, sem-
inars and symposia organizvd
by il since its inceplion In
1980. The DBUP iaell has

cconomists, sciucntists, educa-
tlonists, enginuers, .
journalists, and ot profes-

sionals in-house and its

membership. The BUP

that a mecting, Il not conver-
genee, of ideas and ﬂtm

enevs of people ET
different fields of study and

work can be most eflfective in
bringing about a broad-based
approach so esscntial for
ple-centred sustainable devel-
opmcnl.
In addition te scminar,
workshops and conferences,
BUP also disseminates s re-
scarch results and constructive
ideas and views through its
ublications. It has also estab-
ished Iwo journals — one
quarterly and one monthly,

both of which arc in Bengall. It

will soon start publishing a six
monthly journal in English, the
basic approach of which re-
lates 1o the needed integration
of cconomie and environmen:
tal issucs in the development
ProCUss.

Development takes places
al the local space, but macro

¢nvironnwnt must be con-
ducive lor that 1o happon.
Ienee it 18 important that

maero policies are appropri-
atcly dosigned kecping in view
the needs and aspimtions of
the pl_t'lpll.' al large. In this
context. BUP believes that the
cructal clements in the devel-
opnient process in Bangladesh
are education, training and or-
ganization (cevonomic & seo-
ctall, and that macre policies
musl, among other things,
support all activities aimed at
promoting education, training
and organization. However, it
is also important to find out
the best ways and means of
prometing Lthese goals. In this
context, BUP has been con-
dmling active research in

Sorini] 'y [Ty IR Lo

Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad (éUP) — an Introduction

Zila for the past severnl years,
Two workshops are going to be
held in Panchgaon and
Rajnagar respectively on 15
and 16 February next o review
the progress made so far and
formulate {dcas and pro-
grammes lo promote educa-

tion, training and organization
in & more ¢ manner and
in wider areas, Participants

will come from local "unions
belonging to varfous walks of
e, Governmenl officers at
Thana and Zila lewvels have alsa
been invited. In fact, local
pcople are coming forward
spontancously and BUP s
playing a catalytic rolc. This
local level dialogue is expected
to generate not only ideas and
proposals but also stronger
commitment on the part of the
local people to work In a
collaberative [ramework to
improve their own socio-
ceonomic  conditions and
coniribute to national

8.

Indeed BUP seeks to pursue
all its activities from scientific
and pragmatic poetnts of view.
its policy is to be always con-
structive. For example, when
evaluating policles and pro-
grammes in

lar
ficld, profcssional stall of BUP

how the strengths ean be con-

sultdated and bdoltlenecks
overcome, with people cen-

trvdd. susiainable development
being the ultimate atm.



