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Dhaka, Fnday, January 29 1993

Vietnam's T-ixm-amund

Just when almost all the ex-Soviet bloc coun-
tries have been experiencing economic disaster
ol unfathomable magnitude, Vietnam miraculously
has quietly been weathering the odds with credit.
Moscow had until recently n its prop — both
economic and political. But when the former
Soviet Union itselfl is in an economic imbroglio,
Hanoi should have been in a deeper economic
mess. What then is the miracle that Vietnam has
made possible for avoiding a possible economic
hemorrhage? The fact that the South Asian com-
munist couniry has not yet abandoned the politi-
cal system, one that is the hallmark of a socialist
country, is more puzzling. But quietly it has gone
for a much-vaunted economic relorm since 1986.
Dubbed as 'dot mol’, its own brand ol perestroika,
the openness has mainly been responsible [or
Vietnam to avert an economic collapse.

Since it launched fits estrotka programme,
foreign firms have invested US$ 3.5 billion in the
country. Its liberal policy to attract foreign in-
vestment has largely been successful. In the pro-
cess is further liberalisation of the policy. Already
the beneficial eflfects of this openness have been
estimated in terms of 5.3 per cent growth in
1992, reduction of inflation from 70 per cent in
1991 to 15 per cent last year. Even more spec--
tacular has been the land reform which is going
to radically transform Vietnam's agricullure. The
option for a market economy however has been
possible not without pain. True, some f[oreign
governments and ai aﬁcncics are helping
Vietnam in its journey on the road to free market
economy; but still smarting under the US sanc-
tion, Vietnam cannot receive loans {rom the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). Its cash problem. thanks to the trade isola-
tion, s really hurting. Funding development pro-
ject 1s facing extreme difliculties.

Notwithstanding all such problems, Vietnam
has achieved much. Today it boasts to be the
third largest rice exporter after the US and
Thatland. What is even more creditable is its de-
termination to continue the social wellare pro-
grammes that have enabled Vietnam to record a
96 per cent literacy rate and an enviable health
care service {or developing nations. It seems thatl
Vietnam is bent on having the best of both worlds
through a marriage ol the market economy with
the social benefit programme of the socialist sys-
tem. Already experts are predicting the emer-
gence of another South Asian economic tiger in
the shape of Vietnam. Whether this is premature
or not will be decided by the few complementary
moves Vietnam takes in a year or so. Some critics
however are in the opinion that the turn-around
of Vietnam has been possible by accident. We do
not know, nor are we in a position to authenticate
the argument's veracity. What we can say is that
Vietnam has taken a giant stride in its desire to
come out of an economic morass. It is this inter-
nal change that has prompted the likes of Japan
to come forward with soft loans. Japanese {irms
are not far behind in their eflorts to help Vietnam
to come out of the crisis. However, the biggest of
all helps has come from Singapore, the Prime
Minister of which has been aiding with economitc
counsels. The magical touch that has transformed
Singapore i{s set to work wonder in Vietnam too.
Il Vietnam can successlully carry out its reform
programmes without compromising its social
benefits, the success story will indeed be a role-
model [or other developing countries.

A Healer of Soul and Society

A three-day mnational’ Baul conference opened
on Tuesday at the 'Folk and Crafts Foundation'
premises at Sonargaon. Such a concourse has
gained in the backdrop of our steady cultural de-
generation an added aesthetic importance, to be
sure. Perhaps, more importantly, it can be geared
to serve a much greater social need than can usu-
ally be appreciated. |

The Bauls and their mystic quest best ex-
pressed by their lyrical-musical constructions of
ennobling height and haunting beauty have been
in the line of great unifiers of conflicting socio-
religious fragmentations of the sub-continental
society exemplilied by the medieval saints like
Kabir, Dadu and Rajab. At the height of it came
Sikhism of Nanak and the Gaudiya Vaishnavism as
revolutionised by Sree Chaitanya. Both are seen as
direct resulls of the impact of Islam on the mil-
lenia-old subcontinental religious speculations
and beliefs. The Baul phenomenon is historically
somewhat latter but draws heavily upon thou-
sands of years old Tantra probings into the mys-

tery of the creation and life, of cosmos and the

human body, as a receptacle of the soul or the
cage ol Lalan's Achin Pakhi.

‘The Baul phenomenon— the songs particularly
and what they teach—sprouts straight from the
soil of Bengal or the manab-zamin of the Bengalee
psyche and is culture itsell transcending religio-
communal barriers. The Bauls do speak of a reli-
gion but one which unites rather than compart-
mentalises man as the institutionalised religions
do. They sing of a religion that has been more
secular and humanistic than even the godless
ideologies and practices built on the works of
Marx, How such a native produce could act as a
balm soothing the [rayed nerves of the sons and
daughters of our soil — a bane aflecting our nation
in the wake of the continuing societal spasms and
convulsions throughout the subcontinent!

The Baul songs have in them that power to heal

the soul provided the souls already gone astray do
not degenerate it both in form and content. This
Is where all the emphasis should be placed. And
the fear is even after that whether the purity of
those aestheto-mystical creations can be kept
alive. The words, the tunes, the beat must in
unison pronounce the truth emanating from some
very deep realisation. The songs must in no case
be allowed to amount to poses and slide into
modern-day incantations of the repetitive high-
decibel physical beats. We have been in the
passing decades specially adept in makin

poisons out of all our lifcglvit}g potions. Let nﬂ%
o

the Sonargaon show dwindle for the umpteenth
time into that.

There has of late been a serious misconception
centring on what actually is a Baul song. Let it be
verx clear that Baul is exclusively a creation of the
right-bank basin of the Ganges-Padma and
although the left-basin together with those of the
Brahmaputra and other eastern rivers are musi-
cally richer in diversity— the Baul is not native to
this region, at all. We h the organisers of the

&;argann festival will beware of this fatal mis-

ion ol the means of

EPAL faces the pros-

N pecis of a mid-term

il following a Su-

premwe Court verdicl on waler

accords with India that re-

quires a parllamentary ratifi-
cation.

In a tread setling "summary

judgement,” the Court has do-

clared that the water accords

signed during Prime Minister
Girtja P Koirala's olficial
visit o India in December

199 | was indeed a treaty.

Under Nepal's Constitution,
such a treaty involving the
sharing ol natural resources
and with a long term implica-
tions must be ratificd by a two-
thirds majority ol both houses
ol parliament.

If the trecaly is labled in
parliament, which is expecled
lo meet in mid-February for
the winter session such a rali-
fication would certainly be
voled down,

The momenlous court
judgement has triggered a
scnse of uncertainty aboul the
future of the Nepali Congress
government headed by Mr
Koirala who has maintained
ever since that what he did in
India was merely reach an
"understanding” on the devel
apment ol Nepal's water re-
SOUTTUS.

Reacting jubilantly o the
Court verdict, the Communist
opponents of Mr Koirala look

"It accused Mr

oul an impressive demonstra-
ton in the capital city of
Kathmandu, asking him to re-
AT

Even the ruling Ncpall
Congress party itselfl is unsure
whether Mr Kotrala should re-
sign on "moral ground” as pub
licly called by Congress
supreme leader Ganesh Man
Singh belore the verdict was
announced.

Going by the impressive
leflt-dominated demonstra-
tions loudly demanding Mr
Kotrala's resignation, it is now
practically certain that the
olher communigt [actions
would do lkewise.

"The treasonous act of the
Prime Minister has beon
proved,” declared Dristi, a
mouthpicee of Nepal's main
opposilion party, the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (United
Marxisi-Leninist or the UML)
Koirala of
"altemptling to mislead the
Nepali people, refuse to abide
by the Constitution and [ailure
lo take the parllament inte
conlidence.”

Madan Dhandari, the UML

Jan Sharma writes from Kathmandu

Ifmmhwhmdhmwm;
in mid-February for the winter session, such as

ratification would certainly be voted doun.

general scerclary, called upon
“all the patriotic and demo-
cratic forces o ask for an im-
mediate resignation from Mr
Koirala.” He also warned that
refusal by Mr Kotrala Lo resign
may lead to “the creation of an
undesirable situation”™ in the
country lor which the ruling
party itsell will be responsible.
" The ruling Nepali Congress
parlty came oul firmly in sup-
port of iis beleagucred Prime
Minister. Its newly formed
Centre Working Commitlee
met Dec 18 to say that the de-

mand for Prime Minister
Koirala's resignation fis
UNNECUSSary.

It also described the

prospects of a mid-term  poll,
in case the government fafled
lo gel two-thirds vole in par-
lHament, as “trrclevant.” Sonw
party officials maintain that
such a prospect "remains a

distinct possibility.”

In ease of such a poll, both
the ruling Nepali Congress and
the opposition UML are ex-
peeted to do less better than
they did in the 1991 clections.
This means the HRashiriya
Prajatantra Party may possibly
improve its position

There is ne question that
the historic 2] -page Suprcme
Court judgement is a severe
blow to Mr Koirala's position
not only within his own party
but also his prestige in the
neighbourhood, specially India.

“The Supreme Court verdict
is extreme]y cautious and ex-
tremely restrained,” said se-
nior advocate Gancsh Raj
Sharma, who pleadod on behalfl
ol the petitioner,

"1 am not fully satisflied with
the verdicl,” he said, explain-
ing that the cournt fafled to cat-
egorically state the (reatly

Koirala in Trouble: Mid-term
Polls Seen over Water Accords

necded ratiflication by tweo
thirds majority of both the
houses of parllament as re
quired by the Constitution.

The courl has not specified
il the Tanakpur treaty requires
ratification by two thirds ma-
jorily of both houses of parlia-
ment or by a simple majority
in the lower house

It, however, added thal
although the treatly concerndng
the Tanakpur barrage reguired
parllamentary ratification
those relating to Pancheswor
Karnali, Budhi Gandaki, Sapia
Koshi, Bagmati. and Kamala
rivers necded no such ratifica:
tion as the trealy is confined to
lcasibility studics only.

"It will not be proper for
the Court o give directives o
the Government to make a de-
ciston on the cficets of these
treatics or agreements before
they are ratified, acceded, ac-
cepled or approved in accor
dance with the provisions
made in the Constitution,” the

special beneh of the Court |

headed by Chiel Justicee
Biswonath 'rasad Upadhyay
said in s verdict

Such a sicp would be
aguinst the norms of the par-
hamentary system of govern-
ment and even the parllamen-
lary democratic process,”™ il
sadd. As for the guestion re-
garding whether it should be
ratificd by (wo-third majority
or a stmple majorily is some-
thing to be decided by the
government and the parlia-
meni, it added

"The practice of getting the
treaties and agreements rati-
fied, acreded, approved or ac-
cepted only after a dectsion by
the court cannol be practical
or preierable all the times.”
the Supreme Court said,
adding, however, that Lhe
court can look into such mat-
ters il and when constitutional
defects crop up.

The verdict was nol unani-
mous because Justioe Trailokya
Pratap Rana made a “secparale
opinion,” arguing that the exe- .
cution of all works relating to
the treaty must stop until the
treaty is ratificd by parfiament.

irrespective of such legal
hair-splitting, il remains to be
scen what the cffect on the
government will be if demon-
strations across the country
occur, and indication of which
wias the impressive show of
sircngth by demonstrators
calling jor the Prime Minister
to resign last December.
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Public Sector-Private Sector: No Big Difference

by G M F Abdur Rob

N Bangladesh, immedia-

lely  aflter liberation, the

socialistic poliéy ol the
government ol Awami Leaguc
had stood for the nationalisat-
production
and distribution as the most
feasible solution for the
shatiered cconomy. The object
was to reach the f[ruit of
independence to the public by
accruing profit derived [rom
these enterprises to the statc
treasury and supply products
al a cheaper rate. It was
thought to be commercially
operative, and playing a vital
role in the economic
development of the country.
Now Lhe question cenlres
around the public mind —
how [ar the public enterprises
have been successful in
allaining their objcctives?
llave they been able to shake
ofl their continual dependence
on public exchequer? liave
they been able to operalce
commercially? Have they becn
able to provide the cusltomers
goods and services they want?
Certainly the answer till today
is ncgalive. The operalion of
public enterprises has come to
be regarded as part of the po-

litical fabric of the country. As ¢

such, they lost the ground on
which elficient business de-
pends.

The operation of enter-
priscs in Bangladesh should
not be viewed or assessed
purcly on academic ground.
The contention made by
Professor Rehman Sebhan that
pubic and private enterprises
arc two sides ol the same coin
as well as Mr Syed S Kaiser
Kabir's idea of lundamental dif-
ference between the objectives
of public and private, have
many poinls to be debated. In
broader perspective, public
sccltor .and private sector arc
not, in the belief of many, the
lwo sides of the same coin.
Similarly, there is no funda-
mental diflerence between the
objectives of public and privale

enterprises. Il the object of the
private enlerprises is to max-
imise profit then it is also the
object of the public cnter-
priscs. The diflerence is that
privale scetor maximiscs profit
by reducing cosl while public
seclor neglects the cost lactlor
of the products thal results in
shooling up ol the price. But
both have to sell the producis
al a market price unless one’
optrates in a monopolised” sit-
uation.

We cannot preside over the
wholesale liquidation of public
enterpriscs nor we can sit and
watch the greedy hands ol pri-
valisalion squceze the last re-
mains of their existence. What
the government can do is Lo
re-define the system and make
Lthe excculives accountlable al
every level for their perfor-
MEnee,

I subscribe Lo the view ex-
pressced by PProfessor Rehman
Sobhan that appropriate poli-

“cies would improve the health

of the public cnlerprises.
There must be a will o intro-
duce good policics. This is im-
portant. The will Lo introduce
good policies and progranuncs
malcerialises only at the hands
of the good organiscers. 11 is not
been difficult to attract able
men Lo posilions ol responsi-
bility and it maybe that the de-
gree ol independence which
they cnjoy in private cnter-
prises should form the part of
attraction. The person shall
have a degree ol independence
whose initiative, bold planning
and speed of deciston are im-
portant. | rcmember, in 1964

“when DBritish Railway was in-

curring heavy loss in its opera-
tion, the .Railway Board
brought Dr Beeching, the then
chairman of ICI as the chair-
man of British Railway with
guaraniee of independence.
Within two years Dr Beeching
had been able o bring the los-
ing British Railway to a break-
even point by cutting down

were not affected by social
necds.

If the government has will-
fngness to run public enter-
priscs on conunercial opera-
tion then dircet administrative
control by government advi-
sory level has o be minimized
since operation ol the industry
by government maximises the
possibility of that rigidity of
managemont which we assoct-
ate with burcaucratlic proce-
dures and overindulgence in
red tape. The induction of gov-
ernment officials without any
industrial background o the
position ol management has
impeded not only the devel-
opment of industries but also
contributed in incurring loss
by the public enterprises o a
greal oxitenl.

The abscnee of the account-
ability from the decision
maker down o the average ex-
eccutive has no less contributed
lo the appalling prescal day
condition of the public enter-
priscs. Like the exceutives ol
the private enterprise whoe are
always accountable to the man-
aging dircctor. the public ¢n-
lerprise excculives must _be
made responsible to the public
accounts commillee ol the
parliament. lesides, the public
accounts commillee by their
continuous ollow-up should
instil fear in the minds of the
executives of losing their job in
casc of their failure to perform

“or accomplish the objectives.,

The development of tech-
nique for the measurement of
cficicney is important, espe-
cially il public cnterprises are
o run on commercial opera-
tion. We havge scen that the.
wastage, incllicicney, corrup-
lion, f[avourilism and mis-
placement in jobs have stiflled
inftiative, incrcased adminis-
lrative cost, incrcased inven-
tory, increascd production
cosl, and placed technical skill

discount lhat cxasperaled the
consumers. "ublic enlerprises
cannol play such a game as has
been played and is sitll being
played at the cost of the Lax
paycrs. Groaler improvement
musl be made by reorgantsing
problemaltic industries through
placement, cutting waslage,
rcducing cost, increasing
technical eflficiency and man-
agement skill ete.

To run the public enter-
prise on commercial opera-
tion, they must pay for their
capital. Those enterprises
should receive no privileges in
the supply of resources and
should buy malerials, equip-
ment ete from the market in
competition with private en-
lerprises.

The Cost Factor

As a commercial operation,
the price of the products of
the public enterprises should
reflect cost. Such cost could be
minimised if the government
liked private enterprises to
link produclivity with wages
while bargaining with CBA. But
how are the costs to be calcu-
lated, should it be "average
cosl”™ or “marginal cost™?
Avcrage cosl pricing is particu-
larly inappropriate for gas,
clectricily, transport ete. It is
a poor way ol allocating the
hcavy overhead cest for the
consumcrs. "Marginal cost”, on
the other hand, ensures that
consumers are not supplicd
with additional s at less
than the cost of resources
needed to produce them.
“Marginal cost” pricing pro-
motes the best distribution of
resources, Increased price
would not be the way in which
nationalised industries could
carry out financial obligations.
For a variety ol reasons, frac-
tionisation of investment and
reduction ol unprofitable activ-
ities combined with continuing”

efliciency and managerial skill
of the public enterprises will
make them capable of in-
creased productivity and efll-
cient marketi part of the
rciurn of which should be
available to improve their fi-
nancial result.

On the question of financtal
planning and decision, the ex-
tent to which public enter-
prises can indulge their activi-
tics is limited by their financial
obligalions. Il a corporation,
authority or board must oper-
ate then it must also ensurc
that its income shall not be
lss than required to mect fis
cxpenditure. In other words,
Lthey are to conduct their busi-
ncss 50 Lhat their revenues
should cover all costs properly,
chargeable to revenue account
Llaking enc year with another.
Then they would know which
of their scrvices are justifiable
on the ground of direct finan-
clal return. In some casevs
there may be different consid-
cralions, one such is . social
need. A service may be justi-
fied on grounds other than
cconomic, because, for exam-
ple, an increase In farc of
[Railways or road transport may
bring financial hardship to the
poor and middle class pcople,

Account may need to be
taken of social consideration.
The continuation of uncro-
nomi¢ services must cither
raisc the price or increase the
loss or reduce the prolil.
Where the government wishes
uncconomic scrvices to be
carricd on, the additional cost
ol these should be provided in
advance oul of public funds. In
lact it is quile impossiblc (o
discontinue such services
abruptly without causing social
damage, and perhaps indircct
ceonomic damage, quite out of
proportion to their gain, which
would result by their termina-

lion. But where the corpora-
lions are at a pcrennial loss,

ine i such loss promotes na-
tional inicrest and should de-
cide, in the national interest,
whether to continue or stop
fluncuoning. Il subsidies of this
kind are lo be paid o the cor-
poration, they should be paid
for speciflic purpose and
openly.

They should not be dis-
guisced as, for instance, a pay-
ment of the tract cost, nor as
the writing off of as scrap, nor
as Lhe writing ofl as burden of
interest, and they should not
be hidden away in the accounts
of the corporation or board. It
is important in de that
the principle of public aec-
countability should be com-
plicd with in all spheres of
public enterprises.

A commercial operation
does not imply a short term
view. Enterprise means risk.
Investiment has to be made
which often cannot be ex-
pected o earn prolit for years.
Slale enterprises, like a pri-
vale enterprise, musl take a
long view. Oflen a service must
be provided far in advance of
the suflicient demand 1o oe-
muncrate il L

The nationalised industries
arc bound to play a major role
in the economic life of the
eountry. They cannotl, how-
cver, be regarded only as large
commercial concerns, may be
judged mainly on thefr com-
mercial result. All have, al-
though in varying dcgrees,
wider obligations than com-
mercial concerns in Lhe pri-
vale scetor. The object is to
find for each industry or board,
a rcasonable balance, A closer
definition for the financial and
ceonomie obligation of Lthe in-
dustrics should also reduce the
occasions and needs for oul-
side intervention in the alTairs
ol the public enterprises and
cnable them o make the max-
imum contribution lowards
their own development and
the well-being ol the country
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TV, VCR licence fees

Sir, What a way lo greet a
new year!

The annual licence lee for
television and VCR used at
residential premises have been
raised with eflfect from January
1, along with commercial con-

cerns. At the same time Hi-
cence [ee has also bodn intro-
duced for video cassetle playcer
and satellite lelevision recciver
with ¢fect Trom the same date.

While we are suffering from
untold miseries and fighting
desperately to make both ends
meet, a certain quarter is busy
developing mew methods (o
finish us ofT for good.

Taka 500 has been intro-
duced for a video casscile
player, Taka 200 for a black
and white TV and Taka 400 for
a colour sel. _

The business community
centres will re-adjust their
fees’ accordingly al the cost
ol their clients, while the con-
cerned authority responsible
for this move shall have oppor-
lunity enough to raise the
‘height’ ol the already built
‘hillock’ made from poor peo-
ple’'s carmmings.

Earlier the government by
raising the price and introduc-
ing dilferent taxes, cte., man-
aged to accumulate sufficient
moncy @l the cost of the poor
peoplc.

3TV practically gives us
nothing! Even the Bangla local

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

lilms, which are shown arc in
hlack and white and wcre
made some 30 to 20 years agol
No English daily or weekly has
the courage or will to write
against or_for the doings of
[3TV. Though we are given the

option ol expecting a
‘reduction’ in the licence  fee
we are being thrown into an
unceriainty!

Those who are responsible
for this new move against the
residential owners ol the sets
mentioned must be saved. In
this casc | fecl sorry to draw
the attention of the concerned
authoritics to explain why,
when the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh keeps saying about
saving the poor, they are trying
to bleed them to 'death’?

Reallzing
‘entértainment’ is a must for
survival these people are
whimsically going on increas-
ing and introducing licence
fees ‘blindly’.

We are not members of the
parliament, nor belong to any
government offlice. So, let the
concerned authority act wiscly
and stop being unreasonable.

Last but not least, the gov-
ernment would do much bet-
ter to be practical. There is a
limit to how much 'tnsanity’

- ¢an be tolcrased. Tk 500 + 400
T WL

and that too wheri chil-
dren are 1o get their new ad-
mission to schools!

BTV announces for the first
time (1-1-83; 10.30 pm] the

that

When the authorities con-
cerned start to go about for in-
spection |1 will not be sur-

prised to hear about 'battles’

fought Lo saleguard one's prop-
crty. In the name of Allah lct
sense prevail before it's too
late.

Being one of the poorest
Asian countries with lowest
pcer capila income, we are
f[orced and pressurised to pay
higher rate of taxes and li-
cence fees by lawt

N Kamal,
Dhaka

Child labour

Sir, Due to poverty many of
our children resort to begging
and selling of labour, at a
cheap rate. Many of the chil-

dren are forced by their poor

parents to go for hard work
beyond their capacity. Bird
manulacturing factories,

among olhers, are engaging
child labour.

There is no time limit of
work for these children. The
ingredient of birl is injuricus
to, health. The children who
are engaged there are inhaling
the intoxicating air which is
telling upon their  health.
Again, these children are de-
veloping the habit of smoking

[rom these [actories very
quickly. .
We are talking about com-

pulsory education for all chil-
dren up to class V. | am alraid
how these boys can be brought
to the premise of education,
leaving their job! | propose
there should be restriction of
age for employment of chil-
dren in any factory. The own-
ers of factories should arrange

rice. There should also be
some arrangement of enter-
tainment for the children at
the factory premises. And the
[actories should provide me-
dicare to the children.

The children are our [uture

" hope, we should protect them

right now.

Mahbubul Hague Chowdhury
Sonall Bank, Dhaka ;

Let us shun violence

Sir, Ncedless to say that
sltability and peace are pre-
requisites for progress. The
world atl large is making greal
stride while we remain stag-
nant and unchanging. Even
though our country is saddled
with multifarious problems,
the real task f[or emancipation
of the people could not be un-
dertaken on aceount of our
bickering and political polari-
sation. For real headway, con-
scensus among the political
spectrum as a whole is noces-
sary. Unlortunately we are en-

gaged in fissiparous activities.

Amclioration of the lot of the
pcople and, for that malter,
human resource develepment
arc the urgent tasks before the
nation. Bul, instead ol this, we
are cultivaling the habit of con-
[rontation and conllict. The
cult of violence is not showing
any sign of abatement. We are
afraid, il violence as a pelitical
means s not abjured, Lhe
chasm in national life will lead

us o unprodiclable resull

The nation has been sub-
jeeted to unending fusillade in
the form of hartal, sicge and
confrontation by both the ob-
"scurantist and the regressive
forces. The nation has been

slatesmanship, God forbid. our
country will drilt towards ni-
hilistic dircetion. The political
macabre dance is incrcasingly
threatening the cthos of the
body politic. While other na-
tions, including the ones in
our periphery, are engaged in
activitics for uplift, we arc cn-
gaged in proliferating hatred.

Such an attitude give the lie to
our commitment. Despite such
a frightening prognosis. we do
not belicve that there is no
love lost between our political
partics thalt they cannot de-
liver the nation [from the im-
broglio. It makes no scnsc Lo
fight the political battle on the
strect. On Lthe contrary, il
makes bad blood among per-
sons and saps oll the cncrgics
of the people. A jaded nation
which dissipales fiscll cannol
move ahcad much less make
any substantive progress.

Political brinkmanship is
clouding Lthe luture of this na-
tion. In such a pass, the cxis-
tenee of the polity becomes at
a slake let alone make any
progress, In such a context it
is necarly impossible for any
governmenl to combat Lhe
problems confronting the
country. Even a wvery small

. group, espousing lhe causc ol

violence, can paralyze the state
machinery by subwerting the
pcace. The rendition for re-
venge needs to be stopped: the
presentl situation nceds (o be
changed. Those who have a
stake in the couniry view the
situation with consternation

Given the wisdom and states-
manship the political spee-
trum as a whole is in a posi-
tion, we sirongly beliove, Lo

take the wind out of the salls

unceonomic railways which and commercial acumen at  improvement in commercial tht government should exam- as a whole.
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news of the increase in the li- for  c¢ducations in  their  made a hostage by the votarics  of  those  [renctie  people.
cenee fees and the introduc-  premises if they continue to of the furies. If it is nol re-  Otherwise, we shall give a
ton of 500 Taka for the VCPs. cngage children in their facto- trieved with a master stroke ef  cause for a mischievous smile

o our cnemies who are lurk-
ing amongst us,

Golam Nabi,
Nasirabad, Chiltagong

For a healthy
atmosphere

Sir, We would like to bring
the following matters o Lhe
notice ol the Cily Corporalion
and the members of the public
in the interest ol protecling
our environment against pollu-
tion and thercby ensuring a
clean and healthy atmosphere :

{i)j Every house inmalte
should take proper care so
that the daily domestic re-
fuscs/dirts are thrown to or
dumped inside the dustbins or
the place fixed for dumpin
garbages. [(ii) The Cil)i
Corporalion or municipal au-
thoritly should provide sufli-
cicnt number of dustbins for
dumping garbages and proper
arrangeiment should be made
to kecp dustbins under some
sort of cover/lids. Garbages
should be collccted late in the
night or early in the morning
and transperted by means ol
vovered vans, (ii) It is seen
thit when the Corporatien
swoepers clean the drains they
usually dump the dirts just on
the cdges of the drains. As a
result, the dirts soon drop into
the drains causing the drains
to [ill up again. Perhaps it
would be better if these dirts
are  carried away by the
garbage van immediately afler
cleaning of the drains.

M Zahidul I lague

Press and Publicity Secretary,
Bangladesh Soclety for Conser
vation of Environment. Dhaka



