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NEWS BRIEFS

Dhaka team to
join UNOMOZ

_ h is sending a 27-
member team of army officers
to join the United Nations
Opcrations in Mozambique
(UNOMOZ) at the ecall of the
United Nations, an |SPR press
release sald yesterday, reports

PM visits Harun
Mollah's residence
" Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia visited the Mirpur
residence of former BNP par-
lMament member Harunur
Rashid Mollah on the occasion
of his chehlum here yesterday
evening. She spent some time
with the family of late Mollah
and talked to his widow and
children, reports ISS.
Kamal goes to
" Democratic Forum lcader,
Dr Kamal Hossain left Dhaka
yesierday for London to attend
a meeting of the Commo-

nwealth Human Rights
Advisory Commission starting

on Saturday. He Is expeoted 1o
H:"Iur'n by 6 February, reports

mantCalcutta
ﬂiﬂ:hrudlﬁinled

ure time of the

man flights BG

098] and DG 095 bound for
Calcutia today has been
reschoeduled at 20.00 hrs and
23.15 hrs instead of 14.40 hrs

and 19 50 hrs respectively,
reports [3SS.
Golam Hafiz leaves
for London

Law, Justire and Parliamen -
tary Affairs Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz left Dhaka last
night for London on way 1o
Uganda to atiend the thirty
scrond scssion of Astan-Alricurn

Legal Consultative Committice
AALCC]) to be held in Kampala

from Fecbruary 1-6, reporis | cess.
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Russia-India accord
on debt, defence

NEW DELHI. Jan 28:
Russian-Indian relations got a
double boost on Thursday as
President DBoris Yeltsin an-
nounced a debt agreement and
‘said the two countries would
build [actories to make military
sparc parts, reports AP.

Yelisin also rejected US ef-
forts to blotk the sale of a
Russian cryogenic rocket thai
Indian oflicials say they want to
boost a telecommunications
satcllite into stationary orbit.

Alter necarly five hours of
talks with PPrime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao, Yellsin an-
nounced that the two coun-
iries had resolved a dispute
over how much India owes
Russia for military and com-
mereial trade during the
Sovict era, But he declined to
disclose the exacl terms.

"It was a compromise,”
Yelisin told reporters as he
and his wife Naina toured the
Qutab Minar, an ornate 11th-
century stone tower in New
Delhi.

India was claiming it owed
Russia dilrs 12 billion, while
Russia was insisting the debt
was dirs 15 billion. The dis-
pulc stemmed from the sharp
drop in the value of the rouble,
which on Tuesday slid to a
record 568 per dollar, down

from 493 roubles last week.
The two countries agreed to
build factories to manufacture
spare parts for aeroplanes,
tanks and other equipment
that the Sovielt government
sold India at ‘bargain rates, an
Indian Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Shiv Mukherjee,
said at a news conference.
Since the fall of the Soviet

Unfon in 1991, India has been

unable to get enough spare
parts for its mostly Soviet mili-
tary arsenal

In another possible arms
deals, Russia (s vying with
Iiritish Aerospace and Dassault
of ‘France to scll India 88 mili-
tary jet traincrs, a deal valued
at dirs 500 million, according
to Indian sources. The planes
can also be used as short-range
fighter jets.

PTI adds: Ychisin today ex-
tended support to the Indian
stand on the Kashmir issue
and, to the unity and intcgrity
ol the country.

The Kashmir issue fligured
in the talks between Ycelisin
and Narasimha Rao during
which the Russian lcader was
informed of New Delhi's posi-
tion that Kashmir was an inte-
gral part of India.

AFI* adds: British Prime

Minister John Major w*l:apped
up his visil to India today alter
fatling to turn the tide in
favour of British Aerospace
(BAE) in f{ts doglight with.
France's Dassault to sell trainer
jets to the Indian air forces.

A possible Russian bid for
the multi-million dollar con-
tract to supply India with
Advanced Jet Trainers (AJTs)
re-surfaced meanwhile as
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
arrtved here hot on the heels
of the British Premier.,

India's air force nceds to
replace the trainers thal are
presently being used to con-

rt pilots to the latest fighter
planes, but New Dclhi has been
holding back on awarding the
contract because of a lack of
funding.

India also hopes to acquire
Mig-36s during Yellsin's visit,
but experts say that without an
AJT to traln the pilots the
swingwing Soviet-built jets
would be uscless.

India aims to buy some 50
AJTs at a cost of upto 700 mil-
lion dollars in
largest military deal since
1986, when Sweden's Nobel
industries a 1.3 billion
dollar contract to supply ar-
tillery pieces:
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OFF IN DUJ: Zahirul Hu.
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Dhaka Union of Journalists talk du'ﬂ ng their visit to The Daily Star unit last night prior to
the DUJ annual general meetings today. While the general members press for unity, the
leaders have kept apart giving rise to a overwhelming question — will the petty gripe wipe

the smiles off the leaders’ faces and turn the face-off into crossfire today?

—Star photo

BNP, AL chiefs plan
3-day Mirpur tours

By Staff Correspondent

Campaigning in the Mirpur
by-clection scheduled for
February 3 is expected to get a
further boost with the chiefls of
the ruling BNP and the oppo-
sition Awami League each
planning three-day visits to
the consttuency.

The Awami League Presi-
dent Shetkh Hasina starts her
visit today (Friday) while the
IBNI* Chairperson Khaleda Zia's
tour begins tomorrow [Satur-
).

According to sources in the
two parties, Hastna would ad-
dress six public meetings be-
tween January 29 and 31 In
diffcrent paris of Mirpur to
scck votes for the AL candidate
Kamal Ahmed Majumder.

During her visit, lHasina is
likcly to talk lo and exchange
opimions wilth a cross-section
of people In a bid te convince
the electorate.

According to AL leader's
itincrary, she will address two
public rallies Ludar — one al

Laluaghat High School ground
at 2:00 pm and the other at
Kamarpara School [ield,
llarirampur Union, at 3:00
pm.

She is scheduled to ad-
dress a rally at Upashahar
Government Primary School
at 3:00 pm and another at
Lalmatir Math at 4:00 pm to-
Morrow,

On the concluding day of
her three-day election cam-
paign, Hasina would address
two public meetings — one at
Gabtali playground at 3:00 pm
and the other at number 10
Golchakkar at 4:00 pm.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
begins her three-day campaign
for the BNP candidate in the
by -poll Syed Mohammad
Mohsin by addressing a public
mecling at number 10
Golchakkar tomorrow alter-

noon  and concludes her pub-

licity tour through leading a

procession on February |,
Sec Page 12 Col 3

Help ensure free

fair poura
polls : CEC

The Chiel Election Commi-
sstoner, Justice Mohammad
Abdur Roul, yesterday called

n the leaders and workers
of all patriotic political parties
to rise above narrow interest
and help ensure [ree and fair
pourashava elections to uphold
nalional dignity, reports [ISS,

Addressing the nation over
radio and television on the cve
of clections to 91 pourashavas
oul of a total 108, Justice Roul
said the Election Commission
was determined to ensure
f[ree and fair elections (o
pourashavas lo be held on
January 30. Our main objective
is 1o carry forward the demo-
cratic process to institution-
alise democracy through free
and fair elections, he said.

In this context, the Chief
Eleetion Commissioner re-
ferred to the last general elec-
lions and by-elections to the
vimant seats, referendum and
union parishad polls which, he
said, were free and fair,

See Page 12 Col 4
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‘ Separate action pmgrar;lmes announced

Death of DU [l

student leads
to storming
of DMCH

Star Report

The death of a Dhaka
University student led to the
-assault on a doctor and a ram-
page in the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in the capita.l
Thursday.

Hundreds of DU students
staged a noisy demonstration
in the DMCH premises
Thursday alleging negligence
in the treatment of injured
‘Yusuf Ali Sheikh, a third year
student of the Arabic
Department.

Sheikh died aflter being
shifted to the Hospital. He had

“earlier been hit by an express

train near the Khilkhet cross-
ing in the Cantunrm:nl area in
Dhaka. :

He was knocked down by
the train at about 9 am while
crossing the railtrack to catch
the University shutile bus
‘Khonika’.

Doctors, nurses and other
stall of the hospital will wear

black badges today (Friday) and

obscrve a half-day token strike

lomorrow (Salurday) to protcst

\ Sce Page 12 Col 6
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Mlsglvlngs on

| Rohingya issue

disappearing,
says Mostafiz

Foreign Ministecr A S M
Mostafizur Rahman returned
here from a weck-long visit ‘1o
the United Stales during
which he had talks at the
United Nations on the "Rohin-
gs issme and b
lateral discussions at Washing-
ton with the new United
States administration, reports
[3SS. :

"The visit has been a great
success,” he told newsmen at
airport and safd the UN
Sceretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali was expected to
visit l3angladesh at the earlicst
opportunity.

Replying to questions, he
said whatever misgivings had
developed on the 'Rohingya’ is-
suc was now disappearing and
the repatriation issue had
again taken a positive tum,

Sce Mage 12 Col 2

One killed in
Comilla poura

poll violence

By Staff Correspondent

COMILLA, Jan 28: Tension
gripped in the town foHowing
kiling of a person in a
pourashava eleetion violence
here today [Thursday), police
and witnesses said,

Twenty six-year-old rick-
shaw-puller Abdur Ragib was
shot and killed by unidentified
gunman at Ulttarcharthar area
this afternoon when he was
prolesting  ransacking of a
clection campaign offlice of
chairman candidate Jashimu-
ddin, they said.

Jashimuddin, a candidate of
Ganolantri Party is backed by
local Awami League and other
partics.

Later, in a press conference
leaders from All-party Alllance
blamed the armed activists of
ruling BNP for the killing
while the rickshawpullers’' as-
sociation called a day-long
sirtke in the town on Friday,

l.ocal leaders of AL,
Communist Party, Five-party

Sec Page 12 Col B

' ESCAP executive secretary tells Star

Consensus on economic issues vital

By SY Bakht

National consensus on ma-
jor economic issucs will
greally accelerate the imple-
menlation of the newly formu-
lated industrial policy of the
country, said Rafeeuddin Ahm-
ed. the Executive Secretary of
the Economic and Social
Commisston for Asia and
Pactfic (ESCAP), yesterday.

Aller a policy is approved
there are other subsequont
steps which have 1o be Laken
he sald, and i this process is
undertialeen in an atmosphere

| of national consensus # stands

a meuch betier chanee of suc

in an interview with The

Daily Star, Rafeeuddin also
dwtlt on the problems of im-
plcmentation of policies expe-
ricnced by the countries of the
region, role of ESCAP in pro-
moting the development of the
private sector, future priority
arcas for the Bangkok-based
urganisation and also about Lhe
ongoing changes in the UN
syslem,

The new industrial policy
adoplcd in Bangladesh, he
noted, indicates the ecommil-
ment of the government (o-
wards greater encouragement
of the private sector and initi-
atcs Lthe process for change
and for restructuring

The policy also encourages
an export orfented industriali-
sation rathet than the earlter
cmphasis on indusirialisation
to uublutute imports adopted
by many developing nations, he

 added,

Just the adoption of the
policy does not change the cir-
cumslances, he observed,
there are other steps which
have to be taken,

"So, the policy which has
been agreed upon has to be
given practical content by
carcful assessment of existing
legislattons in consultation
wilh the private sector and, of
gourse, the labour sector, be:

causc these are the two part-
ners in the joint endeavour of
industrialisation in the coun-
try.”

The steps which have al-
ready been taken have to be
broadened, he pointed out,
and the existing laws which
have an impact on tndustrial
development need to be
looked Into carefully. “"And the
public administration, namely
the bureaucmcy, also needs 1o
adapt itselfl to the new situa-
tion."

Furthermore, the ma
rial skifls nced 10 be up
and greater facilities must be

See Page 12 Col 7

. the Jatiya

| Shun politics of hartal,

confrontation: PM

DINAJPUR, Jan 28: Prime
Ministcr Begum Khaleda Zia
today called for shunning poli-
lics of confrontation, hartal,
terrorism and vehicles de-
stiruetion to create a.peaceful
atmosphere so that the gov
crnment could continue its

b 4-Sgyclapinent process, reports

_Addressing a huge public
mecling at Bara Maidan here
the Prime Minister said work
and onl¥ work should be the
prime task of all against the
hartal, siege, damage of vehi-

‘cles and terrorism, being per-

pelrated by a section of oppo-
sitiorl partics.

She said those who giw:
frequent hartal calls on limsy
grounds and threal to paralyse
Sangsad cannot be
the [ricnds of the people.

“They ([opposition) highly
talk of democracy and don't
belicve in i," Begum Zia said

adeding that gll of us should see
why the hartals were being
called frequently and whose
interests were being served.
The Prime Minister urged
the people to involve them-
selves in the ongoing devel-
opment process and said the
crealtion of road blm:ka,gi: by

ux"‘mg hartal” anH cldsing T

schools, colleges could not
help bring development to this

r nation.

She regretted that we often
go for criticising and shifting
responsibilities to others

shoulders for any faults instead
of dedicating ourselves to
more work.

Presided over by Khurshid
Jahan Huq MP, president
Dinajpur district BNP, the
mecting was addressed among
others by Education Minister
Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar,
Sycd Shahidul Hug Jamal MP,

See Page 12 Col 1
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Malaysia
scraps visa
restrictions

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28:
Malaysia has scrapped a rule
sciling restrictions on visas for
visitors from India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Shri Lanka, a
high-ranking official  said
Thursday, reports AP.

Works, Posts and Energy
Minister Sangilimuthu Samy
Velu told reporters the dect-
sion to withdraw the rule, in-
troduced in December, was
made at a Cabinet meeting on

. Wednesday.

The new rule had required
people from those four coun-
trics to get sponsors here be-
forc. applving for visas at
Malaysian Missions.

See Page 12 Col 7

UAE bans child
jockeys for

camel race

ABU DHABI, Jan 28 : The
government of the United Arab
Emirates took measures
Wednesday to ban the use of
child jockeys in camel racing
reporis AP,

New rules requir: that
jockeys must not weigh under
45 kilograms (100 pounds). No
age limit was given, but the
weight restrictions would ef-
fectively rule out children un-

Sce Page 12 Col 2

Indian statement

undesirable: -
Salam Talukdar

BNP Secretary General
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-
dar yesterday termed the
Iindian statement issued foll-
owing the resolution adopted
in the Bangladesh Jatiya
Sangsad regarding the Babri
Mosque as regretiable and
unduirahh, reports BSS.

in a staterncnt 'l‘huriday he
said the Indian , all
democracy minded parties and
Indian people at large them-
sclves condemned t con-

siruction of a temple at the
demolished Babri Mosque site.

Besides several countries and
millions of people throughout
the world.

As the consequences of the

incident, not only hundreds of
innocent Indian people lost

their lives, but it also caused,
damaged to property in some

_ other countries.

Talukdar said as the gov-
See Page 12 Col 4
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