PDHAKA THURSDAY

MELHBOURNE,

Jun 27: Meonica,
Stefli, Gabriela
and Arantxa. The-

y'w become such
fixtures al the Gr-
and Slam semifinals that any
tennds fan knows them by their
firsl names, reporis AP,

They took 12 of the 16
s¢mifinal npotl al the top four
cvenis ear, and they will
be facing uﬂr again 11wr:dny al
the Australian Ope
they re the Lo

Monica Se
and defending champton, will
put her 19-match Australian
winning strcak on the line
agninst third-sveded Gabriela
Sabautind of Argentina, while No
2 Stelli Gral of Germany trics
to use her forchand power to
beal spredy Aranixa Sanchez
Vicario of Spain, the fourth
sced.

All four had tough times in

their quarterfinal matches
Tucsday. :
- The gmeceful Sabatind had to
fight ofl three match points to
down 10th sceded Mary Pieree
of France in a three-set maich
that lasted nearly three hours
and didn't end until 1:45 am,

n, where

four sceds.

A hoarse Sabatini called her |

comcback onc of the best of
her carcer. But while Plerce
certainly had sting in her
shots, Sabatini knows that
Scles’ two-fisted blasts and
ubility Lo {:unm:nlrate will be
cven Loy

I'm renlly looking forward
to this match,” Sabatin{ said. 1
feel I'm ready Lo play against
Monica. I'm going to have to be
‘pretty aggressive and just try
o fight each point hccnuar
that's how she E

Seles '.Iea::h ES in their
head-to-head meetings and has
won the last three straight,
although she needed three
sels in one match and a
tichreaker in another. )

The Yugoslav-born Florida
resident surpassed dirs 7 mil-
lion in carcer earnings with
her three-sct victory over un-
seeded Julic lalard of France
in the guarterfinals, a match
that showed an attacking style

can pressure Scles.

But the ability to radse her
me when necessary, denion-
strated by her ‘remarkahble
scven straight Tinal appear-
ances in Grand Slams, is the
intangible that has taken Scles
to the top and kept hoer thoere.
- Although the oddsmakcers
have installed her as the
strong favourite here, ghe says
the players ranked below hor
arc improving and pru-ﬂdinq
constant pressurc.

"1 can’l go on winning cvery
tourmament,” Secles said. 7l

dont want that pressure on
miyscl. 1.1 do win il that's

JANUARY

s, the lop sced

2% P

N

annelﬂ Bahatlm ﬂf A.rgentl na hnws her strength during her match ay,,am-:t Mary P’lerce of

France at the Australian Open in Melbourne yesterday. Sabatini won 4-6, 7-6 (14-12), 6-0.

great. H | don't, that's greal.

Lo, as longas | play somcthing ‘

that T'd be happy with.’

Gral wore down soveath--

soeded Jennifer Capriali in the
quarticrfinals with a barmage ol
groundstrokes that had the
16-ycar-old Amcrican running
from side to side. She can't be
surc thal will happen against
Sanchez Viearie, who scoms

MONICA SELES
capable of retricving shots all

L pr [
Graf, who hasn't Jost a.scot in

.h-l.'*l'- five malchces and has

reached at least the quarterfi-
nals of 26 consceutive Grand
Slam tournamcnits, says a little

help from some male friends,

particularly Sweden's
Waliléren, has prepared her
for 1he female heavy hitters.

‘i have been practising in,
the last few wecks with some
guys who were hitting the ball
very hard,” she said.

Sanchez Vicario, who like.

Gral had to come back from
down a scrviee break in both
}:wlw against ﬂﬁh uu:dcd Mary

“STEFFI GRAF

Joe Fernandez, just kecps
quictly rolling along with a
bascline game that shows vir-
tually no weaknesses. It's Hke

hitling against wall — the ball

fust keeps coming back.

"I am just going to play my
own game and Ill'.l scv what

Lars

~AFPB phato:

huppcnu. I' am notl going to
change anyvthing,” she said of
her match against Grafl, °]
know the way she plavs, and
she knows me very well, |
don't have anything to lgsc.”
While she's not the media
darling that Seles, Grafl and
Sabatinil are, Sanchez Vicario
lgumes “that il she just keeps
doing her thing her way and
I-.up'ﬂ Lil Mnnmﬁ lhl_ w;mlv

ARANTXA SANCHEZ
light evenually will come, :

s nt the lirsttime they
don’t pay attention to me, but |
know that I am there, so that's

the most impoertant thing,” she
said, "] think cverything will
change and pueople will realise
thal | amr thore, loo.”

Rajshahi Div |
cricket on -

Sports Reporter

Lndhan Krira Chakra made
a good start ‘in the 1990
Bhorer Kagaj First Division
" ericket keague by recording a
massive I@l-run-victory
against Willow Krira Chakra in
the inaugural match at the
Rajshali Stadium yesterday, ac-
cording to a message reccived
in Dhaka.

Electing o bat Bandhan
Krira Chakra amasscd 183
losing six wickets in the stipu-
lafed 35 overs with Liton lop-
scoring with 43 and Tapash,
Tuhtn, Manzoor and Mithu
making 42, 31, 27 and 1] re-

spectivel

29.

‘Willow Kr;nt L‘hlkru werL
skiitled oul for a paliry 82 in
30.4 overs with Badal, Manseor
and Arman scoring 18, 12 and
10 ruspectively,

Moti look three wﬁzht- for
14 while Sabu and Shankar
claimed two Willow KC scalps
awh.

Earlier, Deputy Commissio-
ncr of Rajshahi Salluzzaman
inaugurated the moeet as chiefl
gucst, i

TODAY'S MATCH
n:ﬁmscncmcm

lylnllk fwis wk.hll for

Timman polsed to win Game 11

SAN LORENZO
DE EL ESCORIAL.
Spain, Jan 27
Dutchman Jan
Timman fought
baek on Tucsday
1o hu'p hi- wqrﬂ Champbn-
ship hopes alive when he
adjourned in a supérior posi-
tlion against Britain's world
chess championship conien-

der Nigel Ehnr!., reporis
Reuter.
The 1lth game of their

200,000 dollar final eliminator
malch was adjourned afller 60
mowves - six hours' :

The wirtner of the match
will challenge Garri Kasparov
for the Werld Champiﬂnahlp
lalcr this year.

As Lthe session Lﬂdl‘d
Thvwman wrote down his next
meve and sealed it in an enve-
lope which he handed 1o the
releree. .

It will be revealed when the
ganw resumes al 3 pm (1400
GMT) on Wednesday. A sched-
uled news conference has
boen cancclled,

in the adjourned postiion
Timman, pliying white, stood
poised o win beth of Short's
remaining pawns.

Victory for Timman would
cul the 27-year-old British
« lumpion’s lead from 6-4 10
6-5 with three games left 1o

play in the |4-game sorics.

Jwere on Tue

The odds were still against
the Duichman, who would still
need two points from the
three remaining games even if
he won this one, lo tie the
contest and take the match -
o cxtra thime. -

Short needed only three
deaws or onc win and one
draw fone and a ball points)
for victory in Lthe 14-game sc-
rics.

Tucsday's ganw began with
the same unadventurous ex-

Athletes on a

mission

FRANKFURT, Jan 27: Oly-
mpic champions Dicler
Baumann and Katrina Will and
German-based African soccer
star Anthony Yeboah were
among Llop sporismcn and
women al an anti-ractsm rally
, reporls AFTP.

The athicies demonsirated
their Lalents 10 a 6,000 audi-

- ence al a Franklunt Sports Hall.

The cvent was (elevised na-
tionally. The sports stars also
gave speeches calling for
Germans o show greater ol
crance o foreigners,

in Decentber, German foot -
ballers held an anti-racism day
o protest against xenophobic
attacks in the country which
have led 1o several deaths.

Saifuzzaman, Deputy
mnpr‘ tie of the Bhorer Kagaj Rajshahi First Division ericket league at the Rajshahi
Stadium yesterday. —8tar photo

Commissioner of Rajshahi, being introduced to the players prior to the

rh.mm variation of the Queen's
Gambit declined as in the fifth
game of the series, which
vieled in a draw.

Timman changed course
from this encounter on the
sixth move, but for some time
the opening play followed well-
troclden paths. b,

' game was a replica of a
clash between Kasparov and
Swedish Grandmaster U
Andersson in
Timman vabed with an  ag-
@ressive rook manocuvre on
his 18th mowve. '

After 52 moves an end
ganme had been reached where
Short, a pawn In.arrears,
counler-altacked strongly by
advancing his king and rook
into the heart of his oppo
ngnt's position,

Tashkent quits
Olympic bid

MOSCOW, Jan 26: Tashkent
has withdrawn s upstart bid
to host the Summer Olympies
in the year 2000, but officials
in Uxbekistan's capital said
Tuesday they would kecp
chasing that gold medal ol
world sperting events, reports
AP,

"We alre are proposi
Tashkent as the site of the
next Summer Gamwes in 2004
or 2008, said igor Baraban,
vice president of Usbekistan's
National Olympig Commiftice.

Spcaking by : from
Tashkent, Baraban eld The
Assoctated Press thalt he and
his collcagues withdrew the
city's eandidacy in a letier senl
this month to the International
Olympic Commilice.

Tashkent's withdrawal
leaves seven elties in the run-
ning: Deijing: Sydney,
Ausiralin; Istanbul, Turkey;
Manchesier, England; Milan,
haly: Brasilia. Brazil, and
Herlin,

Alhough Tashkent s a ma-
jor city in Central Asta, with a

lation of more than 2 mil-
peoplc, its bid 1o capture

 the Olympics was viewed as a

long shot.

Uzbtvkistan . s onec of the
poorest republies ia  the
flormer Sovict Unilen. 11 would
have had to come up with an
cstimated dirs 8.5 billion 1o
‘build the nevessary Olympie-
size stadium, alrport, hotcls
and other facilitios,

Hosting the Summer Camces
also would hawe Jorced the
landlocked, largely desert
country to dig man-made lakes.

1988 until

Sport
Top four in the last four again
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| Edberg brushes Bergstrom aside

MELDBOURNE,
Jan 27: Steflan
Edberg accelera-
lcd past fellow
Swede Christian
Bergstrom in str-
iehit scts Wednesday, ignoring
A lingering back injury to roar
| into the semifinals at the
| Australian Opcen, reports AP,
Two-timc champion Edberg
beat 62nd-ranked Bergstrom
6-4, 6-4, 6-1, scrving solidly
and dumlnating his compatriot
with his power and pace as

| wull as some erisp volleysi

Pete Sampras, the
American No 3 sced, downed
imsveded Brett Steven 6-3, 6-
<. 65-3 as he oo qualified for
the semifinals, He will play
sceond-sceded Edberg in a
remateh of last year's US Open
final. ‘which Edberg won in

Tour scts.

Top-seeded Jim Cuurh.fr.
the, Amcrican defending

Champion, blitzed Petr Korda,

the Czech seventh seed, 6-1,

6-0, 6-4 on Wednesday., He will

now face No 14 Michael Stich
of Germany, who rode his
powerful serve to a 6-4, 6-4, 6-
4 viclory over nervous Guy
Forget of France, the No 11
seed.

Kurda made 50 unlhnul

crrors to only seven by Courder.

“It's about the lowest I've
cver heard of from me,”
Couricr said. "1 was really on
every ball tonight.”

!hu lefi-handed Korda said

it may have becn hin worst

P,

“himsell a

“He dida't make any mis-
lakes in the first two sets, |
just said, "Yeu played too
good,” said Korda, who was
buaten by Courder in last -
French Open final, "1 think this
is one of his best. matches
since Holand Garros. Maybe
the best, he always produced
cither an ace or a winning
passing shot.”

"Il ever | dmppnd the ball
shorl, he came in and pun-
ished me for it."

‘| was hoping he was going
lo gel bored out there so I
could have a chance, le ﬂtnyed
interested too long.”

Sampras said there was no
¢hance he would let his atten-
ton wander long.

“You really can’t be hﬂred
he said. "You just have to stay
[ocused and play each point
like iU's the last one.”

Sumpras has been trying lo

improve with cach match and

has rarcly appeared 10 go all
oul, Steven, who had a gru-
clling 4 1/2-hour mateh in the
last round, said the strategy
cnuld prove valuable,
rhqmr like Sampras who

can play a little bit below par
and sttll get through saves
little bit physically
and menlally,” said Steven, a
former Southern Methodist
University star playing in his
first Grand Slam. "For mw, ev-
ery mateh was a fipal.”

Sampras blasted 14 aces
and 49 winncrs. The only time
he had trouble was when
Steven broke him carly in

third sect, but Sampras
bounced back immediately. |

le's looking forward to
playing Edberg again. "I know
whal he is going to do and he
knows what | am going to do,”
Sampras said. "It's just a mat-
ter of who doces it better.”

Edberg again played with a

brace to support his tender
back, which forced him to de-
fault in the doubles Sunday.

And once again he had jusl
what he wanted — a quick

match in which he only had to

push hard occasionally.

The two-time champion
here fought back from an carly
scrvice break to run off the last
four games of the first'set,

" STEFAN EDBERG

lergstrom,

knocked off
lvan Lendl and No |0 Wayne

Ferreira, broke Edberg at 3-5

who earlicr

cighth-secded

in the sccond set. But Edberg,

serving betier than he did in.
his last match, broke back the
next game, He then took the

Jlast five games of the third set.

Edberg _said his court
movement and serve aren't
back to normal yet and that he

is still receiving aboul four
hours of treatment each '
for his back injury, but that it's
responding well.

"l did whal | could,” he said.
"It took a while to find my
timing. It was tough to begin
with.”

Stich used his blistering
scrves and a bit of stratcgy to
down Forget. lle won the coin
toss and decided to let the
French Davis Cup slar serve
first. :

"It is’always betier to take a
couple of groundstrokes and
points before you have Lo serve
yoursell, and | thought Guy was
going to very nervous,” said
Stich, the former Wimbledon
champion who won dirs 2 mil-
lion at the Grand Slam Cup last

- month. "It paid of].”

e broke Forgetl in the first .
game and stayed once step
ahcad the rest of the way. He
slammed a doxen aces and 30
other serves that never made
il back in play.

"I didn't play as well as 1
could, but | think he was re-
sponsible for that,” Forget said.
"Sometimes it is kind of [rus-
trating beecause | had a few
chances, and cvery Uime he
aced me or | couldn't get the
ball back.”

“Sabatini pushed

) L L]

to limit

MELBOURNE, Jan 27:
Oabricla Sabatini’ Survived
three malch points o avoid o
late night French mugging by
10th seed Mary Picree and
Join Monica Scles in Lthe

Australian Open Scemifinals on
Tudscay. reports Reuter.

The Argentine world num- |

ber three was on . the brink of
tolal celipse in an extraordi-
nary sccond set ticbreak which
cnded 14-12, reduced a shat-
tered Picree to Jelly and set
up a 4-6, 7-8, 6-0 victory in
cight minutes short ol three
hours.

The sccond sel ticbreak de-
veloped into more of a soap
opera than a tennis conlest be-
lore Sabalini eventually eapi-
talised on her sixth sct point.

By that stage., Pierce had
broken a racket string, gone in
scarch of a ballgirl to rc-scecure
her mecklace when it | came
loose, and forgotien to change
cnds at 12-12, completely dis-
oricntated by the whole expe-
rience,

She had already come run-
ning to the net convinced she
hid won the match with a rip-
riaring forehand, only to re-

trcat in horror when it was |

cilled wide, and her mental

state going into the third sct

wis agitated to say the least.
Sabatini, whose own frail-

les had been laid bare by the:

loss of five successive service
games, managed to sneak into

a0 3-0 kead in the decisive set

before Plerce's resistance
crumbled completely, the end
coming al 1.45 am local time.

Argentina’s favourite sports-
woman now meels world
number one Seles, who carlier
had her toughest maitch at the
Australian Open for two years
before beating another tough
French opponent, the un-
sceded Julie Halard, 6-2, 6-7,
6-0.

Sabatini, who lost her voice
amid all the excitement,
croaked aflterwards: "It could
be my best comeback | hughl
very hard.,

Morale booster for Switzerland

| IONG KONG, Jan
27: . Switzerland
kr..pl up' their
momentum Ltow-
ards qualifying for
the 1994 World
tup by winning the Lunar New
Year tournament here Tucsday,
reports AFP. |

The World Cup aspirants
deleated a llong Kong League
X1 3-2 in a physical match that
came alive in the second hallf.

An unanswered three-goal
burst in cight minutes, early in
the scecond hall, helped the
Swiss 1o a morale-boosting win
in their build-up te their
Eurepcan Group One World
Cup qualifiers which resume
on March 31 whl_n they meet
Portugal.

The Swiss, who have quali-
ficd for the¢ World Cup :inc:
they were held in England in
1966; lcad Group One with
scven points from fout games.

“We wanted a hard game
and we gol one. It was & good
test of character for most ol
the lads and they came out

Kinane rejects
Sheikh's offer

LONDON, Jan 24:
champion Michael Kinane re-
jected Sheikh Mohammed's
offcr to be his number one
jockey on Tucsday, reports
AFP." _

The 33-year-old, who as
iven lthe chance alter
merican Steve Cauthen failed

10 agree terms with the bil-
lionaire racchorse owner,
wanis o continue with Dermot
Weld in Ireland and David
Oughton in Hong Kong,

Anthony ‘Stroud, the
Sheikh's manager, said: "We
wish Michatl the very best of
luck for the future and hope he
will continue to fide for us on
oceasions.” The Sheikh's offer
was the latest in a string
Kinane has received, including
one from lop trainer Henry
Ceell, but each has been po-
litely declined.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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well,” sald satisficd Swiss
coach Roy lodgson.

Afler being held to a score-
less first-hall by the home
eam, comprised mainly of ex-

patriale players from the loeal

lcague, the Swiss stepped up a
gear soon aflter the break.

Subslitute Christophe
Bonvin broke the deadlock
when he calmly slotted in a
cross from Yvan Quentin to put
his side in [ront in the 47th
minule.

A bemused llong Kong de-
lened [ailed 1o shake off their
lethargy as the Swiss added
lwo. more goals in the space of
cight minutes through Ciri
Slorza and Georges Bregy.lo
take an iron grip on the maich.

The home team, who in the
past two annual tournamcnts
has beaten iHustrious namcs
like England’'s Aston Villa and
Yuposlavia's Partizan Be
staged a brief fightback in the
dying slagcs.

Delender Yau Kin-Wai
scored a fortunatle goal when
his right footed drive deflected
ofl an opponent into the net,
and then substftute Au Wai-Lun
added another as Hong Kong
pulled back.

[3ut despite the partisan
cheering of a capacity 8,000
strong crowd the hosts [ailed
to pull off another shock win
and keep their record in this
tournament clean,

. We just lost it a little bit
towards the end. 1 was nol
pleased at all how we handled

the best 25 minules, bul it is-

better to learn now so thal we
can put it right before the
World Cup qualifices re-start,”
said Englishman |lodgson.

llodgson used Lhis lourna-
ment to try oul playcrs who
had been knocking on the
doors of national representa-
tion.

The absence of Lthree of
their leading players Stephane
Chapuisat [Borussia [Dortm-
uned), Adrian  Knup (VFD
Siuttgart) and Huhi]'uy

Turkylimaz (Bologna). who
werd all unable to get lcave
from thcir clubs, gave |lodgson
the U-ppﬂflunilj’ 1o blood his
younger players.

"They did very well, espe-
cially Cirl Sforza,” said a
plcased llodgson. Other play-
crs representing Switzerland
for the first time were de-
fender Ramon Vega and
siriker Marco Grassi,

The Swiss have one more
warm-up game — away Lo
Tunisia on March 17 — before
the World Cup qualificrs re-
SUE,

“This trip was very impor-
tapt to me as | have learnt
mere about the players,” addoed
llodgson. .

In additton to the cxperi-
ence, the Swiss were also re-
warded in cash by winning the
jackpot prize of 15,000 US
dollars.

In the play-off for third
place, Denmark's U-21 side
defeated Asian champions
Japan 2-1.

Tanzania pull out
of '94 World Cup

ZURICH. Jan 27: Tanrania
became the 11th nation o
withdraw from the African
qualifying rounds ol the World
Cup. FIFA, soccer's world gov-
erning body, said on Tuesday,
reports Reuter.

Tanzania, with no chanoe of
qualifying from Group Il for
the sccond phase, cited finan-
cial rcasons for their with-
-drivwal.

A FIFA slatement said the
results of the four malehes
Tanzania has alrcady played
against Madagascar, Zambia
and Namibia would be¢ ex-

The move leaves group

lcaders Madagascar in a
stronger position o qualily
after they were held to a draw
in Tanzania whilc closcst rivals

Zambia won bolh their
matches _against the
Tammnrm,'
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SHORT ON LETTUCE

LAD, THEY'RE PUTTING THEIRHEADS

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: T equals C

The C
will

p Is a substitution cipher
letter stands for mhct If you
equal O throughout the puult Si
md: and words using an a
locating vowels. Soluﬂm is

in which one
think that X O, It
letters, short
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