QORJALIANS ‘suicide’

was reported in a few

newspapers.  Hardly
anybody wvisited her village
aflter the incident. Malcka
Begum, a woman activist and
gencral #ecretary of DBang-
ladesh Mahtla Parishad, 1s one
of the very few who did. She
came back shattered, and
shaken by the grave environ- -
munil of the village.

in an intervicw with The

Daily Star, Malcka Degum gave
a bricl history of Neorjahan's
lifc and a detailed account ol
the sa incident . The
attitude of this socicty was
once again proven. L was
agiuin w‘;rnl from her conver-
salton, the social role of
women begins at birth and
ends al dealth, characterised by
subordination and oppression,
determined by sex. As here in
this case, violence is too often
narrowly defined as an act of
fllegal, criminal force. In
reality it can incorporale exp-
loitation, discrimination, the
upholding ol unequal economic
and social structures, the
crcation of an atmos of
terror, situations ol threat or.
reprisal, and many other forms
ol political control and
cocrcion. And it was exactly
same in the case of Noorjahan.
While thtlt Ennttfll of
violence clear
terrclated, i'l,s spoecific nature
in relation to the sttuation of
women demands a closer and
critical loek al aspccis of
structural wviolence, namcly
acts of violence cxcrcised on
the part of the family and soci-
ety. The statle not only tends to

overlook these forms ol vio-
lence but perpetrates them in
thé name of RELIGION, cul-
tural legitimacy and the main-
tenance of ‘law and order’. o
they really know what is reli-
giously legitimatc ?

Malcka Begum said,

Aslvafullah — Neorjahan’s Jather.

Under the Social Guillotine
By Maleka Begum

THOSE WHO PROTESTED

N 10 days from January 11 to 21, a number of
I organi-sations protesied lhe death of Noorjahan.

Among the protests, there were reports & edilo
rials from journalists, demand of trial and exemplary .
punishment of the responsible for the dealh by
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad and Human Rights organi-
sation. There was nvestigation by the Mahila Parishad,
initiative to provide legal protection by Ganasahajya
Songstha and the role of Kamalganj Chhatra Dal.

NOORJAHAN & OTHERS PROTESTED

Through interviews with a number of people while
visiting Chhatakchara village with Bangladesh Mahila”
Parishad team on 18 January, we came to know, (Hal
on late January 9, a village trial court was organised by
the local Imam and 'Panchayet’ in which the Imam
imposed a Fatwa’ on Noorjahan.

On January 10, at 7 am, abiding by the “Falwa’,
Noorjahan, her husband and her parents were broughtl
before the public to be punished.

, At that moment, Noorfjahan voiced her protest, that

- why" would she be on trial for problems of her private
life? And why an one-sided trial? Why did the
Panchayet bar her from giving her statement? And why
should the Panchayet and one man execute lorture on
her?

Afler protesting she tried (o relum home with her
. mother. Bult she was barred and dragged to a hole
nearby, newly dug only for the purpose of lorturing
her. One local elderly also protested the action of the
Pcrwhayﬂ as a result which lhe level of the lorture was

I! was decided that ‘Noorjahan would be buried 116
waist deep soil and stoned with big rocks. It was de¢
cided, her fathers hair will be shaved off and will be
‘walked through the village, along with drum beals to
attract the attention of the villagers. Bul these punish-
menis were later excused by some lpcal guardians.

These severe punishments had a serious mental and
emotional effect on Noorjahan. And by commiting suf-

cide she slashed our -conscious. The helpless cry of

the oppressed is thus left unnoticed.

- WHAT SHOULD BE DONE?

The weak and the helpless are constanlly being
victimized by the Panchayet, Imams and local influen-
tial men in any remote village or town. The law cannot
be taken in one’s own hand. If this is defied one
should be severely punished. The country’s law institu-
tion should now take necessary steps against these
Panchayet and Imams, this (s —now demanded of
them.
- The Sangsad should immediately pass bills cutting
| . short the authority of the Puuhuyﬂmhmllmnms

And all these dtmﬂm!: requires the support of con-

scious
v ‘lm:ul by Sharier Khan and Rn_[rm Binte

propcer diverce.

by Rahat Fahmida

in-  Matlab — demonstrating his wﬂe's- position.

‘What f Neorjahan agreed
te marry the vilage Imam?
Would the marriage be then il
legal >

We all know in black and
white, thal viclence against
women. like all other histori-
cal phenomena of vielence,
must be seen in a socio-eco-
nomic and political context ol
power relations. It is produced
within a class-caste, gendered
sociely in which the male
power dominates. For exam-
ple, women litke Noorjahan,
from landless, agricultural
wage labour families, are most
vulncerable to violence. Mass of
fenece commitied are b{(m:n
of the ruling-class for
pression of poor peasants and
landless labourers. Violence
against women in such cases is
the result of an attempt to
grind women down into sub-
mission, as a form ol social and
political control, ideologically
supporied in a variety of dif-
ferent ways by Lhe state.

On that black day, inhuman
Imam and panchayet leaders

proved their seudo-religious
barbarlsm! They set up their
-own_court ol law, using
‘religion’ as their weapon.
These barbartous men not only
stoned Noorjahan, with 10]
stones during which she con-
tinuously objected, but pun-
fshed her clderly parenis and
hushand, too.

They demand proper impleme

" There is muach more to i
than crime stalistics for these
incident.. These are Lhe social
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Noorjahan's Death Contravenes Rule of Law

niation of the existing laws.

malaisc causcd by the vesied
interest groups In the system,
The atrocitics commiticd

The epimde lingered on. An meryency meeting of the village panchayet was htld.

just 15 days after the wedding. The whole issue

qQf marriage

was reviewed and

according to religious sanction socalled the wedding was declared ‘illegal’. They

decided to take up the law in their own hands! Panchayet
to deliver its verdict on the marriage.

No one

sat on 10th January '93,

questioned,
What(fﬂoajahanagr'eedtomarrythevﬂlagelmm"' Wmddtheman'lambe then il-

Noorjahan spent her 22 yoars'
life in Chalakchara village,
which s under Kamalganj
thana, in Moulavibazar, district
of Sylhct. Informally known as
Lakshmi, Noorjahan was the
name regisiered with depart-
ment of foresiry and lleed
Bangladesh. She was a Samiti
member of Lthe latler's eredit
programme and an cnlisted
day labourer of the former.
Young and pretty, Noorjahan's
first marriage broke ofl, alter
which she was marricd for Lthe
sccond time. Rather, her first
husband walked ofl on her and
was missing for ycars togcther,
BBut the trouble somecwhat in-
stigated during the time in be-
tween the two marriages, It
was then that the Imam of the
local village mosque and a.few
panchayet lcaders proposed o
mmarry Noorjahan — but her fa-

‘“ther dectded Matlib 1o be the

most suitable candidate for his
daughter. Paranoid by Lthe fact,
thiat his daughter would be in-
secure withoult the shelier of a
husband, Ashrafullah, Noor-
jahan’s [ather, was in a hurry
to marry off his daughter.

The local Imam, © Abdul
Mannan pul obstacles in all
possible ways.to break ofl the
wedding. Mannan's objection
was, Noorjahan did not have a
Thus, lo re-
marry would be illegal.
Ashralullalr then handed over
the divorce paper to Mannan,

who charged two hundred taka

to testily the authenticity of
the papers. The Imam, after
the so called ‘verification’ gave
his conscnt for the wedding.
Noorjahan was then married
ofl for the second time in
October '92

The cpisode lingered on.
An emergency meeting of the
village panchayet was held,
just 15 days afier the wedding,
The wholce issue of marriage
was reviewed and according
to rcligious sanction so-called
the wedding was declared
‘illegal’. They decided to take
up the law in their own hands!
Panchayet sat on 10th January
93, 1o dchiver ils verdict on
the marriage. No onc gues-
tioned,

Protest of the dmur}lmddeﬂs;

In a Different Angle

Their continuous labour goes unaccounted for.

against women within [amihos
have often been hidden from
the public eyc by a social alli-
tude, comprising a mixture of
apiathy towards woman and an
ingxphcable scnac ol privacy

We need to cxamine to whal
cxient are current family insti-
tutions in Bangladesh respon-
~ible for creating and
maintaining structurces and

idcologics  of subordnation-
structurcs that inhcrently
the participation ol
decision-making

resist
woimen in

and idcologics created by a
sex/gender system geared for
mavintaining coxisting powcer
relations and forms of exploita-
Hion.

1

Barbaric Incident

In the Eyes of the Law

"¥es Noorjahan was igno-

r.nt, and that is why, she was -

wrong in nol going to the
court for an olfficial divorce
This s only because of filiter-
acy, DBul under legal judge-
ment, no court would have
senteneed her to death or life
long Iimprisonment™, said
Sigma luda while talking to
The Daiy Star. A renowncd
lawyer, her specialisation is
family law, She is assoclated
with Society for Human Rights,
who have filed two cascs asso-
cialed with the eruel death of
Noorfuhan, One is a criminal
case with the charges of mur-
cher, and the other a civil casc
demanding the compensation
for Noorjahan's death.

his noted lawycer said, in
this sociely, vielence runs
along the lines ol power in Lhe
wox/gender sysiem. The fam-
ity, with its basic axis of the
woxual diviston of kabour, is its
principal underlying Institu-
ton: The violence of beating
or lorturing women o death in
privacy or ecven, as in Lhis
case,'publicly’, has to be exam-
ined with rogard lo its sys-

1ssue

lemic  relevance.

¢ hairged Noorjahan of -rhhllrg
the Muslim law. But here
criminal law is based on civil
law, and not Koranic law, as
this Imany and lead -

crs of Chatakehara so rightfully
claimed.” said Sigma [luda
She cven denied the leader-

ship of these village pan-
chayets, saying they ccased lo
cxist after the British period.

This noted lawyer added,

‘Ilere the Imam and pan-

chayet leaders are criminals.
They do not hawve any right 1o
tuke laws in their own hands,
e adjull it according to thefr
suitability "

The death of Noorjahan has
once agatn brought in view the
desperate situation. Women
here, are encumbered by a
fcudal patriarchy which insti-
tutionalises male authority over
them at home and in the soct-
cty. Thus, they are relegated
to a sceond class status and
their labour deemed periph-
cral 10 soctal preduction, their
being is reduced to that of an

objort.
— by R. Fahmida

We will no longer see violence as another woman's

We see violence as everyone's issue.
We will use our collective strength — to make
changes in our communities and our countrics.

Diary of a Working Mother

by Shaheen Anam

congratulating myscll for ac-
complishing all that and still
veing to office on time, the

the things that | have to

accomplish before com-
ing Lo Lhe office and almost got
a4 superfority complex. Unfor-
tunately for- us working
mothers, no one Including our
children, our husbands and our
bosses seem to realize or
appreciate  this, Well, never
mind, il nobody is going to
praisc us then we might as
well do it ourselves,

I was trying to think of all

IFirst, waking up at the the
¢rack of dawn, comec hail,
storm_or the biting cold is
cnough to spoil the day [or
anyone. Waking up the cook is
another major feal and 1 will
not go into details over the
cook's reaction to being calied
<o c¢arly, but aftler ten calls she
manages o drag hersell out of
the bed, by this time my older
daughter is screaming that she
is alrcady late for school and
has no time for breakfast.

Guilty that | am for waking up
so late, | run alter her, give
her something to ecal and of
course the younger one wanls
milk and will only do so whilc
holding my ears. Everyone has
ol course conveniently forgot-
ten that | have to go to oflice
too.

| somehow manage to gelt
dressced, never mind il the
shoes, bag and sarce docs not
match. The litlle one's LfTin
has to be fixed, she has to get
dressed, her school bag needs
to be arranged not o mention
her breakfast which she will
only cat if mummy fceds her.

The rook meanwhile wants 1o
know what should be the day s
menu and gives me a list of all
the food ftems that need o be
bought without any further de-
lay. | finally manage to get her
ready, get mysell organized
while shouting instructions, go
to the car and just as | am

driver anneunces that he

- nevds 1o buy petrol on the way.

Don't you think that we
have less Lime to do our per-
sonal work at home and some-
times have to do it at the of-
[ice? 1 never have time to ¢at
breakfast at home (hope my
boss is not rcading this}, or
mitke an urgent phone call to a
frend or even write a - letter.,

This docs nol mean that we

neglect our work butl the de-
miinds made on us al home are

"ol such an urgent nature that

mosl personal chores are set
aside. For example if one of the

children has lo be taken to the
doctor, the other meeds to buy

a gilt 1o go 1d a birthday party
not to sprak of the cvndless
things onc needs lo just lo
keep the houschold running,
In all this buying and running
around there is absoluicly no
scope to be negligen! aboul

. Weckends  arc

anything. Heaven forbid if we
forget to get bread or milk the
night before, the long laces al
the breakfast table will make
sure that we feel appropriatcly
guilly for this lapse. (llope
other family members are lak:
ing this in the right spirit).

also once big
running around of cooking,
cleaning, shopping and catch-
ing up with unfimished house-
wor k.

Isii’t it tinw thal all mem-
bers of the family 1ok sonw
responsibilitics  lor  housc
work? It docs not maiier il the
molher works or docs nol
work outside the home, it
should not be her job alene Lo
sce thal everything in the
house runs smootlhly.

Admittedly she takes on the
major share of the work be-
cause of the way our socicly or
mosl societics are ﬂl.rurlurud.

Perhaps we can expect things
to change when socicly starts
to give value to work which arc
traditionally constdercd 1o be
‘women's work” 1louse work
has never been given the value
and prestige it descerves be-
cause it is assoctalcd with
women's work and people who
do it do not get any [inancial
benefit (except domestics). It
is rcally amazing o think that
such a ludicrous idea has boeen
accepled and perpetuated for
centurics and we are still vie-
tims of it in our honws, The
home maker makes life casier
for cvery member ol the Lunily
so that they can go tlo the
world and do and be what they
want o, When houscwork is
shared by every onu, the family
becomes a team, they share
each other's joys and sorrows
and all activitics however
mundane it may be — even re-
membering o buy bread for
breakfast.



