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France orders warship |[[

to Adriatic

PARIS, Jan 26: Frame or:
dered #ts  atreraft  carrier
Clemencean to head for the
Adriatic today after two French
pracchkeepers were killed in
lighting between Serbs and
Croats, Defence Minister
Pierre Jome said, reperts

* Reuter

He sadd the carrier would
arrwve off former Yugoslavia in a
few days to protect the nearly
5000 French soldiers -rrﬂn;
with the United Nations
poacekoeeping forces.

- "The Wea is essentially to

ensure the security of the
Fremch forees,” Joxe told
Radio Luxembourg.

Joxe said President
Franceis Mitterrand had or-
dered the 27,000-tonne car-
rier to cut short manoeuvres in
the Atlantic and head for the
Adriatic.

Navy officials said the eight-
ship task force was likely to
sct safl Thursday from the near
base in Te . on the
Meaditerranean and could be off
the Adriatic coast by the
weckend,

The task force will include
two [rigates with anti-
atrcraft . capabilities and two
designed for anti-submarine
warfare, two supply ships and a
transport ship.

Offictals said the Clemen-
cvau and the transport ship,
the Foudre, would carry a total
of 30 warplanes and about 15
helicoplers.

Meanwhile, Britain rejected’
suggestions Tue:dny by the
Clinton administration that
Muslims be allowed arms to
help them fight Serbs in
[Josnia, and that the United
Nations enlorce a no fly zone.

Overscas Development Mi-
nister Lynda Chalker also
hinted that the 2,500 British
troops guarding humanitarian
conboys in Bosnia may be
pulled out if the situatfon
WOrsons,

liritish troops lorm the
largest single contingent in
the UN force in Bosnia.

It is nol a simple clear-cut

7 more die of
diarrhoea in

coastal dists

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Jan 26: Seven
more people died of diarrhoea
and another 668 were at-
tacked in four coastal districts
during the last 24 houis, offi-
cials said.

Ihey said that five people
died and 70 olhers were afl-
fected in Patuakhall district.

One each died in
Jhalakhathi and Barguna dis-
iricis. _

A total of 454 people were
dffected in Barguna and 61 in
Mrojpur during the last 24
hours,

Al least 574 people lost
their lives in the four districts
and |8 795 were attacked dur-
ing the last 25 days, officials
said.

A total of 237 medical
teams, including 20 special
tcams cvomposed of doctors
from the Army Medical Corp.
have been working at the epi-
demic areas.,

Comilla-Ashuganj
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inglul.” the Prippe Minister
said, assuring that the gov-
ernmont has given impor-
tance to overall development
of the cnergy sector, including
powcr.

The Prime Mlniulr:r_ in-

f[ormed the gathering that the
government intended to in-
ercasc powcr supply by one
and a half folds by the year
1995 and mentioned that a
210-mecgawall power station in
Raozan thana in- Chillagong
which would start funetioning
from April, meetling the de-
mand of greater Chitlagong.
" Work on the 5th unit of
Gherasal Power Station will
begin by the end of this year,
which will help improve
country’s n-.remll power situa-
Won.

!‘h,fv;rﬂnjhr td the power cri-

gis’ in southecastern districts

due to fall in the generation at
Kaptai Power Station, Degum

Zia said it had been caused by

decrease of water level in the
lake.

She said the-second phase

of expansion of grid Hine from

Comilla Lo Chittagong would be
taken up soon to ensure and
stabilise . power .nupgly to
greater Lhittaﬁang

Flying Club's
flight to
Calcutta today

Bangladesh Flying Club will
poperate its maiden interna-
fHonal charter [Heght to Calcultta
today, reports BSS.

The f(light will carry the
passengers of Bangladesh
Oxygen Limited who have
chartered the Night, president
of the club Group Captain

(Retd) Saiful Azam, MP will see

off the rs.
iﬂrh:iﬁb'iﬂl founded in
purpose ol pro-
yiding fiying trgining to
I citizens and char-
ter flight Lo Bangladeshi and
forcign nationals,

issue a8 some scemod to think
it was al one: slage in
Washington,” Baroness Chalker
said of the policy signals from
President Clinton's new ad-
ministration.

"1 believe they understand
that (now]. They understand
we have 2,500 troops on the
ground,” she added.

She said the US threats to
arm Muslims and enforce the
no fly zone might be a spur o
getling a peace plan by UN and
European nity negotia-
tors’ implemented but
should remain just threats.

Another round of
Dhaka-Yangon
talks today

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Jan 26: The
13th round of talks between
the officials of Bangladesh and

. Myanmar on the Rohingya

refugees will be held at the lo-
cal Circuit House today
(We ).

Wﬂ!ﬁlh said at the talks,
scheduled to start at 11 am
both the countries would dis-
cuss fresh plans to resume the
repatriation, suspended  since
January 15.

Bangladesh is likely 1o
hand over a fresh list of more
Rohingya refugees for repatri-
ation, they said.

Three cases over
Laldighi incident

From Our Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Jan 26
Three cascs- have been lodged
with the Kotwali Police Station
today in connection with the
Sunday’'s violence at Sheikh
Hasina's public mecting held
at Laldighi Maidan.

One case was [iled by the

police and “another by one
Eruﬂan Siddiqui, a Bangladesh
Chhalra League (BCL) leader
and yet ancther one by Golam
Mustafa, father of a wounded
BCL supporicr.

Sufian. in his case accused
19 persons of the violenee and
Mustafa accused 20 persons,
the polive said but refused to

10 injured as
BCL groups
clash 1n

Sylhet
From Gur orrespondent

SYLHET, Jan 26: At least 10
persons were injured in
clashes between the rival
groups of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (M-1) in Sylhet town
today during the hartal hours.

D‘T the injured, Pankaj, 22,
was admitted to the M A G
Osmany Medical Cﬂllegt
Hospftal.

The clashes broke out at
about 11 am when a meeting of
the Chhatra League began at
the Court-Point. The rival
groups chased each other and
traded stones plyinglng the
area inlo panic. f

The district unit of Awami
League in a staternent issued to
the press said, @ number of
BCL workers were injured in
an attack on a gathering of BCL
today at the %uurt-[’mnt. It
blamed “some government-
backed hooligans™ for the vio-
lence.

Cancer vaccine
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In Europe and North
Amcrica, the main effect of
EBV is te cause glandular fever
but recent evidence suggests
that it s also associated with
llodgkin's disease, a cancer of

- the lymph nodes which allects

1,200 people a year in Britain.

Dr. John Arrand, heading
1he vacgine programme at the
CRC’s Paterson Institute in
Manchester, central England,
“indiealed safety test were due
to start within the year on
about 20 velunteers.

EBV. a member of the her-
pes family of viruses, is spread
by kissing, the newspaper said.
Apart from EBV, three other
cancer-causing viruses have
béen identified.

" "It may be 10 yecars before
we can, show clearly that the
vaccine prevents cancer,”

Arrand
Mayors
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elected by the mayor and
commissioners, has been, pro-
posed.

Evcry uity corporation
would be split into  several
Zones with a tommissioner
administering a zone.

- In thv suggested changes,
the government would be em-
‘powcred to  dissolve the
cleeted body of a cily corpora-
tion if it failed to realise 75

per cent of the targeted rev-

| lowever, a show cause no-
tce would be served prior to
taking such action. The mea-
surés have been incorporated
in the bills taking into consid-
eration the [inancial con-
straints being faced by the
leading municipalities of the
country, sources said
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_5 Mongla Port
~employees
dismissed

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 26: Mongla

I Authority has dismisscd

- of its employees today in
connection with the case of
defaleation of oil worth Taka
three crore 36 lakh.

According to sources, Port
aulhority earlfer constituted a
four-member committee Lo
probe into the alleged defalca-
tion of oil from 1987 (o 1991].
The committee submitted its
report in June 1992 against 27
emp including 15 high
officials. - Accordingly some of

ale suspension.
. The officers and employees

| who were dismissed are Arifur -

Rabman, Scnior Aeccounts
Officer, Abdul Matin, Exceutive
Engineer, Maniruzzaman Khan,
Store Officer, Manir lussain,
Store Keeper and llelal Uddin,
LD Clerk. 1

Tht' "ort ﬁulhﬂnly also
took punitive action against
four other employees on the
samc day. Recommendation for
action against a few high ofli-
clals is also lying wﬂh the min-

- h:l
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them were pul under immedi- .

“sclves like they used to.”

Food godown wm'kerﬂ stagmg mken hunger stnke in fmntvﬂrf

Police remand
From Page 12 Col 8

chiding the Russian who went
o release the consignmients,

Customs officials handed
over the arrested persons 1o
Dhaka Cantonment police
Monday ntght and they were
taken to the Minto Road office
of Deleclive Hram h Tuesday
aflernoon.

An assistant Commissioner
of DB pelice has becn en-
trusted with the responsibility

case.

A secnior DD official last
night said that all the three
persons were being inlerro-
gated. -
Lankin. R former
Information Officer at the:

now a South and Southeast
Asian representative of an ex-
port-import farm, Poliscrvice-
Orient Limited. lle is also
running a business consultancy
farm, Expatech, at west

Malibagh in Dhaka. .

Two other arrested per-
sons, Ambrose and Ratan were

| employces of clearing.and for-

_warding agenis of respectively
Nasir Alam and Coe,
Shajahan and Co.
Meanwhile, & source con-
nected in the primary investi-
gation said that all the arrested
persons clﬂimtd themsclves

not guilty..

on request of the stafl of the
clearing and forwarding agents
while two others arrested in
connection with Lthe gold inci-
dent sajd that Lankin recruited

them to get the consignments

| u'llll;d, the source said. ©

caught the three ps::rsnns”i.n— ;

of investigation into the gold- -

Russian Mission in Dhaka is-

and Ms -

. Lankin said that he came to -
thi airfreight house at the ZIA -

Number of guest birds dwindling
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in recent yCeuars

Jahangirnagar University has
proved itsell warm to these
gucst birds and so this year
also hundreds of them have
flocked to the campus.
According to a recent sur-
vcy by ornithologist  Bill
Harvey, a total of 199 species
of birds migrate inlo the
country during the winter sca-
son. Of them 12 speckes have
come to the university this

year. A report of the Centre for

Nature Studies (CNS) of the
University shows that at lcast
10,000 migratory birds came
1o the campus in 1990,

[3ut in the last two years the
[igure has declined. Aecording
to the same report the number
of birds.was 8000 in 1991 and
5000 this season. "flabitat de-
struction has resulted in the
decline’ in their numbers,”
says a CNS member.

“"Lakes ‘of the campus have

‘been cleaned and weeded ...

them-
he

birds cannot camoullage

added.

These birds pitk woeed Hee
for food. They also have a noc-
turmal food habit. At night they
fly to the adjoining paddy
liclds to 'eat grain, clams,
in-

shells, snails and other

Aren’t they hamperi the
petty farmers? "Ostensibly, yes
— but the feeal nnuurldlhy
these birds serves as a
manure for the sofl and it s
also helpful to marine culture,”
the CNS member informed.

"We should never ignore the
ceological role played by these
birds,” he says. “And ol course
we should - not also undermine
our native birds. They too are
very important for our ecol-
ogy.” he added. N

A total of 622 specics of
birds can be found in our
country. Of them 102 spucics
arc seen at the Jahangirnagar
Universily campus. :

"Interestingly, 24 species
breed on the campus and
considering the total situation
of the country this is appre-
clable,” he claimed.

The picturesque campus
has the potentialities of be-
coming a bird sanctuary. If
proper  initiatives are Laken,
Jahangirnagar Universily cam-

pus can beconw a birds’
haven.
Spread over 710 acres ol

land, there are four water-bod-

ies of about 10 Aeres un the

campus.
Birds usc Uﬂ]}’ two of the
lakes as their habitat as Lhe

olther two are usced for fish
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Low quality grain stock :
Corrupt officials blamed

By Inam Ahmed

Corrupt practices by a sec-
tion of Food Department ofli-
cials have led to the huge

stockpile of low quality, food-
_grain in the government silos

and godowns, according to
Feod Ministry sources.

The povernment had re-
cently taken a new policy to
clear its stocks by selling the
grain through private traders.

llowever, the response from |

the traders was poor due to

the o inferior gquality, they
added. : .
According to the sources

there has been a stock of about
10 lkikh metric tons of grains
in the godowns lying for about

OVer a year.

They said that at the pre-
sent rate of selling, much of
this stock would remain un-
sold by the next procurement
scason. This delay would make
the low quality stock unfit for
consumption, _

- Mcanwhile, the government
has begun a special drive to

stop the malpractices of the

unscrupulous food officials.
The government already
sacked six officials in the last
three months and has also
filed cases against 30 more of-
ficials for their involvement in

_procuring low quality grains.

Officials of the Food

‘Ministry also visited the pro-

cutement camps in the north-
ern districts during the pecak
procurement period earlier
this month to ensurc that the
right quality of grain was being
bought through these ecamps.
Sources said that this spe-
cl.%drlw: for quality grain was

taken so that these could be
stored healthily for at least one

year.

Mecanwhile, the drive for
quality grain has slowed down
the procurement process this
scason. Till now, only about
500 metric tons of grain have
been collected against a target
of twa lakh metric tons since
last December.,

The procurement drive will

continue till February,

Sources said that the gov-
ernment, in the future, would
slow down fls procurement
and only maintain an emer-
genecy stock.

They said that this would be
done mainly to let the private
sector play the decisive role in
dictating the priees of rice and
paddy.

The pnlicy-nmktrs now f[eel
that as the country has
achieved sel-sulflicicncy in
food, there is no nced for the
government to keep a huge
grain reserve. :

Baul confce
begins today

" SONARGAON (Narayangani),
Jan 26: A three-day national
‘Baul' conference begins today
at the DBangladesh Folk and
Crafts Foundation premises at
Sonargaon. Radio Bangladesh,
Dhaka Station, will directly
broadcast the inaugural fune-
tion from 4 pm - 5 pm, re-

ports UNB.

:

Prime Mlmnter Begum Khnleda Zia addredsing a public mﬂﬂng at anr Bunglnw Hmﬂlﬂ"tlﬂ in Cmm'lln yutarday

— PID photo

PM: Hartals
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from local sources without de-
pending on tmports. She also
siressed the need for bringing
the derclict ponds under co-
operatives for fish cultivation.
Begum Zia said il we can
reduce our depuendence on
others, we can successlully
fight against poverty. She fur-
ther said we have 1o blame
ourscives for the present stale
of poverly as we have so long
been depending gn others.

She said the present gov-
crament has brought 9000
primary schools under devel-
opment. programmee as it oal-
taches lop priority o cduca-
tion. She said femald education

‘upto class Vil has been made

free in schools outside munic-

ipal arcas.
Responding .lo some of the
local demands the Rrime

Minister said the government
will look into nationalisation of
some cducational instdutions

including Janabali College in
the light of its policy.

Zillur thanks
people

Awami League General

Secrelary Zillur Rahman [ yes-
terday] thanked the people for

| obscrving Tuesday's country-

wide hartal in prolest against
Sunday's firing aimed at party
chief Sheikh Hasina at ighi
Maidan in Ehﬂlagnng, reporis
UNI3,

3y making the half-day har-
tal a sucecss, Lthe people
pressed their demand for ar-
resting those involved in the
"conspiracy to kill” the opposi-
tion leader, he said, .

In a statement, Rahman
said the government' would
have to bear all responsibilitics
il it failed to arrest the culprits
immediately and give them
cxemplary punishment.

The AL leader recalled that

lhe Ershad regime had also

hatched a similar plot to kill
Hasina in Chittagong the same
day, January 24, in 1988 to si-
lence the anti-government
movement. But Ershad could
not save himsell from the pub-

lie wrath.

Hle accused the BNP gov-
ernment ol elevating Mirza
Raqgibul Huda who, he said, was
mastermined behind the 1988
plot in Chitlagong to the post
ol DMP? Commissioner.

Four killed in’
accident on
Dhaka-Mawa
road

By SSMCH Curreamnﬂent |

Four persons were killed

‘and three others injured when

a speeding truck hit an auto-
lempo on the Dhaka-Mawa
HHighway Tuesday morning.

Of the tempo passengers,
three died on the spal while
another succumbed to his in-
jurics on way to the Mitford
Hospital. The dead were
identified as Mohammad
Jabbar;, 28, Ali Ahmed,
Rawshanara, 36,
Taher, 48.

Two injured sisters,
Shaheeda and Salma, were
admitted to the Mitford

and Abu

- Hospital.

Witnesses said the aceident
took place’ near the Rajhalot
bridge on the highway al
around 7 am. The truck, which
was coming from Dhaka, hit

| the aulo-tempo head-on.

Obituary

Shafiqunnesa Chowdhury,
the mother of Hasan Shahriar,
President of Jatiya Press Club
and Special Correspondent of
the Iltielaq, died in a city clinie
last night. She was 77, reports
UNR.

Shaliqunnesa was the wile
ol Maqbul !lossain Chowdhury,
the first Muslim journalist in
greater Sylhet.

Her body will be taken to
Sythet today ( Wednesday). She
will be buried at the graveyard
adjacenl to the mazar of
Hazrat Shahjalal (1RA).

She left behind three sons,
two daughters and a host of

| relatives to mourn her death.
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The Midnight File

Union message Feb 17

WASHINGTON, Jan 26: President Dill Clinton will deliver

his first annual State of the Union message w0 Congress on
February 17, congressional leaders disclosed today. te's
indicated he wishes 0 come 1o the capital on the 17th of
February (e deliver his Stale of the Union: message. house

speaker Tom Feley told reporiers after meeting Clinton, re-
ports Reuter.

UN decision a ‘double-standard’
against Israel: Rabin

. JERUSALEM, Jan 26: Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin ac-
cused the United Nalions Tucsday of excreising a “double
standard” against Isracl, which the world body is pressuring
for the return of some 400 decported Palestinians. The
Foreign Ministry rejected recommendations by UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros—Ghali for tighter UN supcrvision of
the Israell occupied territories. Palestinians appiauded the
idea, reports AP.

German to die in Iran for
‘spying for Iraq’

TEHRAN, Jan 26: Iran has senienced a Cerman man o
death for spying for Iraq, Prosecutor General Abolfaz! Mousavi
Tabrizi was quoted as saying today. “This person. who was ar-
resied in 1991, has been tried and scentenced o death,’
Kayhan newspaper quoted Mousavi Tabrizi as saying lle sald
the man was named Helmut but gave no other details, reports
Reuter.

L]

Violence-free hartal
remained closcd and all types
of vechicles also remained off
the rowds during the hartal pe-
ried,

Hnﬁwur. banks functioned
b hind closcd door with thin
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and Gabtolf terminals resumed
aflter the end of the hartal.
However, motor launches
from Sadarghat terminal and

woere almost normal. M lendance.
All the markctplaces and All" mills and factories in
roadside shops were closed Khalishpur, Daulalpur, Alra

during hartal. Gevernment and
scmi-government offices re-
mained opcn but attendance
was thin.

Transactions in the city's
commercial banks siaycd al-
most suspended during the
hartal hours.

Classes at the cducational
institutions including the
Dhaka Universily remained
suspended yesterday.

A concerned senior officer
of the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) said that police
did not have to face any violent
action by the picketers any-
where in the city and no arrest
was made in connection with
hartal-related incidends.

and Rupsha industrial belts
operated normally. Train and
launch services remained un-
hampered. Mongla Port car-
ried with its normal operation
during the hartal hours.

No untoward incident was
reported.
» Our Rafbari Correspondent
adds: A complete hartal was
observed in the town amid
tension ever the overnight
clashes between AL and Jamaalt

su 'FPI:]-I'I.E’I"E.

e

Scven people  were injured
“in clashes on Sunday evening
which started when an AL pro-
cession came undl:r attack

[rom somwe Shibir activists.

During the hartal, Awami Two of the injured S
League city unit and the partly's. 46 Dhaka with severe head
student wing Bangladesh £
Chhiitra League held scparate o il

rallies in front of the Jatiya -

During hartal hours a bus
Press Club supporting the pro-

was scl ablaze in front of the

| grammc. Pangsha Thana College.

Later, at a briel nwi.ling in Our Jessore and Barisal
[ront of the party oflice, AL Correspondents said a peucd'ul
leaders thanked the people for  hartal was nbsennt:d in both the
making the hartal a success districts:

and said that the
hartal onee again. proved the
people’'s "no-contidenee” in
the government.

completle _

Qur Mymensingh Corres-
pondent said: Normal life was
paralysed here  yesterday
during the hall-day hartal.
Shops, markels and educa-
tional institutions remained
closed and rickshaw and other
vehicles stayed off the reads.

Presidium member Amir
Hossain Amu said that the BNP
government had adopted a
heinous method atlacking the
opposilion leaders and ac-

No untoward incident was
reported during the hartal.

Our Correspondent from
Natore adds: The six-hour
hartal called by Awami League

- was peaccfully observed here
as part of ils country-wide
programmc yeslerday.

He said that this method
would not help the govern-
ment run thé country and cau-
tioned it to shun the path.

He urged people to vote for
the AL candidate in the Mirpur
by -election.

Chaired by Mofazzal MNossain
Chowdhury Maya, BB, the post- -
hartal rally was also addressed
by Mozallar Hossain Paltu.

Our Stafl Correspondent
from Khulna reports: A hall-day
hartal was observed peacchully
herc. All roadside shops, pri-
vate offices, autonomous bodies

All vchitles except rick-
shaw and bicycle were off the
roads and all shops cxcept
drug-stores remained closed
during hartal perfod. -

No untoward im,idcnls took
place in the town.
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| "BSC TAKES ANOTHER STEP"
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