Navana lcague
resumes today
Sports Reporter

Title- aspirants uld last

s ranners-u
Eﬁu Chakra on thl-

ingh Cricket
{."h-hn the Dhaka Stadium

while Guishan Yeuth play

Victoria Club at the
Dhan Crickel Stadium
when the Navana Premier

Diviston erickel league’ re-

The league e Pe-
mained sus yesterday
because of the country wide '

half strike.
: A-;Nhlﬂrhﬂwnpumtl

'from five matches while GMCC
have six points from three oul-

Defending champions Moh-
ammedan Sporting Club, who
also have ten points from five
encounters, will play their
‘sixth match on January 30
against Surja Tarun Club.

LEAGUE TABLE

Following is the poinis lable
of the Navana Premier Division

leaguc as on January 25:

M WL IMs
Mohammedans 5 5 0 10
Abahani 5 50 10
Gulshan Youth 6 4 2 8
GMCC 3 3 0 86
Surfa Tarun 3 21 4
Brothers Union 4 2 2 4
Birman 5 23 4
Victaria SC 6 < 4 4
Kalabaggn KC 6 2 4 4
Vdity Club 7 8 4
PWD SC 8 08 0

Rajshahi Div |
soccer from
today
Sports Reporter

The 1993 Bhorer Kagaj
Rajshahi First Diviston feotball
league begins today with
Bandhan Krira Chakra taking
on Rﬂjﬂﬂhi Krira Chakra at the
local stadtum.

Seventeen tcams arce laking

part in this year's league.

V'ball rcsults

Sports Reporter
Nabajagaroni Club and Dha-
ka Greens won their respec-
tive matches of the NBL First

Division volleyball league at the
Duter Stadium vplleyball court

yvesterday.

Nabajagaroni beal Madartek
Club 15-B, 14-16, 15-9 and
. 15-9 while Dhaka Greens out-
played East End Boys 15-3,

15-2 and 158

The other First Dlu!-lnn
league encounter between Wari
Club and Brothers Union was
in progress al the time of filing
this report.

Meanwhile, Jiban Bima Kri-
ra Sangstha defeated Victoria
Sporting Club 15-4, 15-9 ,15-4
in the Second Division league.
v The other Mixture
“between Wanderers Club and
‘Shantibagh Club was going on
Aill filing this at 8 pm.

Mcanwhile, the Incontrad

inter-distriet men's and

‘women's vollcyball champi- -

. carlier scheduled 10
be in Jessore, will now be
‘held in Dhaka.

" The venue has been shilled

to Dhaka due to some
“urtavoidable reasons” a press
release of the Bangladesh

Volleyball Federation said yes-

terday.

-+ Interested teams have been
-advised to report at the volley-
ball eourt, Outer Stadium on

. February 15 in the aftermoon.

Hockey transfers
Sports Reporter

Dhaka Marincr Youngs Club,
who fnished third in the 1992
First Division hockey league,
signed up three players for the
forthcoming hockey league
yesterday at the Bangladesh
Hockey Féderation office.

Saidur Rahman Sohel of

JPuble Works '
APWD), Riaz Ahmed Dipu of
ari Club and Zahid llassan
Bulbul of Victoria Sporting
jeined Mariner Youngs yester-
day. '
- Fificen other players sought
transfers to raise the number
of transfcr-seckers o 45 so
far. .
Following is the list of play-
-ers who were involved in the
ter-club  transfer proceed-
ngs yesterday:

Shoeb Md Asaduzzaman

~{PWD) to Wari Club:; Shaid
. Ahmed (Victoria) to Wari:
Tutul Kumar Nag (Victoria) to
Azad Sporting: Md Masud
(Mukta Iilhanﬁa tu Azad
' Sporting: raful. Bari
{Cantonfan SC) to Azad
‘Sporting; Rawshari Al (Bima)
lo Wanderers Club; Shamim
Ahmed (Azad SC) to Ajax SC;
- Faisal Ahsanullha (Usha KC) to
“Ajax. SC; Abdul Karim
(Bangladcsh SC) to Sadharan
Bima; Saidur Rahman Sohel
"(PWD) to Mariner Youngs;
+ Zahid lassan Bulbul [Victoria)
o Mariner Youngs:

Shamsuddin. Ahmed (S Bima)
SC; Md AH Zubair
(Udity) to Azad Sporting; Riaz
Ahmed Dipu (Wari) to Mariner
Youngs: Dina Lusai [PWD) to

1o Ajax

andcrers; Salahuddin Ahmed
#Selim (Mariner Youngs) to
MWanderers; and M A’ 'S
"Hahmnd (Bima) to Azad

EB.
2 The inter-club
conclude today, -

Depariment |

translers

|

L ing,

Key BFF meet tomorrow |

The fate of Bang
ladesh's partici-
pation in the
?uallfylng meet
ur the 1994
World Cup soccer

championship will be iﬁ‘ﬂd

at a of the exccutive
commifitee of the sh
Foolball Federation (BFF)

temorrow evening, a senior
BFF official told The Daily Star
yesterday.

Bangladesh, placed in
Group F of Asia, are scheduled
to play their two-leg qualifying
fixtures in Japan and the
United Arab Emirates next
April and May.

Tomorrow's meeting will be
of greal importance since
some BFF members, disap-
gnt with the dismal per-

s of the two national
sclections — the Reds and
Greens — in the recently con-
cluded scventh President Gold
Cup soccer championship, op-

Sports Reporter

posed the very (dea of
Bangladesh's participation
during an informal talk with
the HBFF president Siddiqur
Rahman last week.

However, the BFF president
is reported to have Insisted on
Bangladesh's participation in
the Worlkd Cup flixtures.

Should Bangladesh with-
draw from the qualifiers right
now would be fined a
thousa US dollars a sum
which, according to many BFF
members, is worth paying
rather than incurring ex-
penses 1o the 1ane of at least
ten lakh taka, said the source.

preferring to remain anony
MOUS.
The mecting is also ex-

pected to finalise Bangladesh's
representatives for the 1993
Astan Club Cup and Cup
Winners' Cup tournament lo be
held later this year.

The 1991 Fedcration Cup
football champions Hrothers

The Dhaka Met-
ropolis Football
Association (DM-
FA) anmounced
the league com-
mittee for the
1993 Premier and First
Division football leagues in a
mecting of its  executive
committec yest

Shahidul Islam, DIG Police,
will head the 29-member
commillec as the president.
Nabi Chowdhury, a retired po-
lice official, is the vice-presi-
dent.

Shahiduzzaman of Wari Club
and Hafizur Rahman Munshi
Tipu of Public Works rt-
ment (PWD) SC have
chosen as the secretary and
joint secretary respectively.
The five DMFA members
along with 20 club representa-
tives — one each from the par-
ticipating clubs — will cem-
plete the 29-member nmnl
committee,

However, yesterday's mect-

carlier adjourned on
January 24 because of a re-

ported row among the mem-

bers, saw no major decision on
the players’ transfer issue. The
commiliee is now expected to
sel a date for the transfer of
players on Februagy 1.

A hardline stapce adopted

by the club officials pitted

against the time-biding atti-

tude of the DMFA has ar-
discd the future of this year's

lcague football.

in a meceting held yesterday

'DMFA forms new
league committee

Sports Reporter

the Dhaka Metropolis Club
Samity (DMCS) reilerated its
demand for ensuring the
Dhaka Stadium as the only
venue for league football.
Presided over by S S Sultan,
president of the DMCS and
Arambagh Club, the meeting
adopted a resolution regarding
the shiflting of the venue for
league football to the Dhaka

Stadium from the Mirpur
Stadium. It observed that with
the proposal for laying a syn-
thetic turf at Mirpur awaiting
implementation, the reason
bchind Lthe shifting ol venue
has now become all the more

logical.

Mcanwhile, the¢ [haka
Football Playcrs’ Association
(DFPA), a wellare organisation
of the football playcrs, have
been expressing their concern
about the procrastination in
the announcement of the date -
for players’ transfors.

Sources closc to the clubs

Aaltribute the adamant attitude

of the club officials to sc¢rious
monetary constraints. Most of
the top clubs who till the last
scason indulged in mindless
spending sprece to lurc over-
priced stars to bolster their
respective clubs, have alrcady
started to feel the drought.
With cricket emerging as the
next most popular sport in the
country after football, club
bosscs are no longer in a posi-
tion Lo solely concentrate on

football.

Union represented the country
in the last Club Cup champi-
onship while runncrs-up
Mohammedan Sporting Club,
nominated for the Cup
Winncers' Cup, withdrew at the
cleventh hour, an act for which
they were fined two thousand
dollars by the Asian Football
Confoederation.

In a conversalion wilth The
Dafly Star last week the BFF
secrelary Shaikh Alkmal
Hossain had hinted that the
1992 First Division football
league champions Abahani
Krira Chakra and runmers-up
Mohammedans might partici-
pate in the tweo Asian club
competitions.

However, the BFF secretary
had emphasized that the se-
lected teams would have to

confirm their participation
beforehand.
Meanwhile, Lhe Pakistan

Football Federation has post-

poned the proposed SAARC
foothall tournament until next

April.
podly it s
Soccer call

Sports Reporter

Rising Star Club will form a
football squad for the forth-
coming Plencer league, says a
press release,

Interested footballers under
16 years of age have been
asked Lo contact ‘coach Ratan
Talukder at the Dhupkhola
Jagannath College ground ei-
ther on Thursday or Friday at 9
am.

WDB sports

The two-day annual inter-
office athletic meet of the
llangladesh Water Develo-
pment Board will be held on
January 28 and 29 at the
Rajarbag Police ground, says a
press relcase. ,

Mosharral llossain Shahj-
ahan, Minister of State for
Irrigation, Water Developmient
and Flood Control will
inaugurate the meet at nine in

the merning tomorrow
(Thursday) as chicl guest.
Alhaj M A Razzak,

Chairman, WDB will distributc
prizes among the winners at 4-
30 pm the following day.

Nat'l karate on
February 17-18

Sports Reporter
Th€ two-day tenth national
karate championships will be
held on February 17 and 18 in
the city, says a press release.
Interested sports organisa-
tions have been asked to com-

 plete the registration formali-

tivs by February 14.

==

SAN LORENXO

Spain, Jan 26:
[iritain's Nigel
Short defeated
Dutchman  Jan
Timman in the 10th game of
their 200,000 million dollars
World Chess championship
final eliminator match on
Monday, opening a 6-4 lead in
the series, reports Reuter.
Timman conceded defeat
on the 40th move alter Short
pressed home a wining attack
to reach an end game two
pawns ahcad. Rather than play
on in a hopeless position, the
Dutch champion resigned.
*  Short, 27, needs only one
and a hall more ts o
glinch victory in the 14-game
scries. |

NIGEL SHORT
The winner of the mateh

will challenge Garri Kasparov
for the World Championships

later this year and will join a
small elite of chess million-
aires. -

Short arrived five minutes
carly for Monday's showdown
and strode on stage in an ebul-
lient mood, having seized the
lead with an impressive win' in
the ninth game on Saturday.

He had on the same brlght
red shirt he wore for his dev-
astating victory in the fourth
game.

Despite Saturday's defeat,
Timman, 41, arrived hﬂking
relaxed and smiled b

h¢ shook the British l:harn-
pion’s hand.

Monday's game began with
Ll'u.- same type ol Ruy Lopez

match, the players choos-

{ ing a variation invented by

Russian. Grandmaster Igor
r Zaitsev, a trainer of former
world champton Anatoly

Karpov.

DE EL ESCORIAL,

game of

Although Short playing
white, changed course [rom
the second match game when
he advanced a central pawn in
a blocking manoeuvre on his
12th move, the opening play
continued for some time along
well trodden paths.

The game was a replica of
an encounter between Russian
Grandmasters Tseshkovsky
and Timoschenko in 1987 un-
til Timman, playing black,
produced a novel wing pawn
advance on his 15th move,

Top chess players prepare
for serious encounters with
the help of sophisticated com-
puter databases which store
thousands of historical games.

Two and a hall hours into
the session Timman was run-
ning short of thinking time
with only 20 minutes remain-
ing of is clock to complete 16
moves. Failure to make the
required 40 moves in the allot-
ted time results in a loss by

me . forfeit,

After 25 moves, expert
opinfon was divided. Dutchman
llans Ree [avoured Timman's
prospects because of the poor

sition of one of Short's

nights.

*1 | were a supported of

Chess results

Sports Reporter

Instead of the ninth and the
final round matches -of the
14th national women's chess
championship only the ad-
journed ties were decided yes-
terday at the national Sports
Council chess room,

Zakia Sultana wenl atop
when last year's runner-up
Tanima Parveen failed to show
up to fintsh the adjourned tie,
giving Zakia a full point. In her
other unfinished encounter
with former national champion
Sycda Shabana Parveen Nipa,
Zakia seltled for a draw alter
the 32nd move to take her
tally to six and half points fmrn
e¢ight malches,

But Zakia'is not the unl}r
one at the top of the table.

Nipa shares the spot with
her. Nipa, however, had a win-
less day yesterday. She drew

with Afroza Khanam Babli in

her second unfinished mateh
Defending
Hamid and rurmer-up Tanima
Parveen are trailing the two
with five and half points cach.
The meet is ecxpected to
conclude today.

Short takes comfortable lead

Timman, | would be happy
with his position., but h‘:ﬂl
happy with the way he handics
his time.”

Fellow Dutch master Gert
Ligerink disagreed, expressing
unease about his compatriot's
position.

"l don't know exactly why, |

‘don’'t know what Timman has

to fear, but | am a little
ried,” he said.

Having built up a strong at-
tack against Timman's king,
the British champions snared a
pawn with check on the 35th
Timman ran out of time and
tricks as short, ranking the
board with rooks, bishop and
knight caught the Dutchmanu
pieces in a deadly crossfire.

wor-

Akram engaged

KARACHI, Jan 286: The
newly appointed skipper of
Pakistan ecricket team
Waseem Akram, 26, has
announced his engagement,
reports AFP.

It was a lucky Monday for
the keft arm all-rounder be-
causc on Lthe same day he was
appointed as captain of
Pakistan cricket team that
would tour Sharjah, South
Africa and West Indies.

Altcr the news of his en-
gagement with Huma, 22,
Akram said, "What else you
can expect on this day when
you arce named to lead
Pakistan for the coming tours
and getting engaged to one
who s so special.”

Akram disclosed that he
was planning to get married
by November "Il ericket
permrits.”

Akram replaces Javed
Miandad as nkl per after he
unsuccessfully E-d the wrld
champions to Australia and
New Zealand recently,

Englishmen reach

Calcutta, tired

CALCUTTA, Jan 26: Eng-
land's weary crickcters arrived
in Calcutta with the dawn on
Tuesday after a gruclling
overnight train journcy [rom
Bhubancswar, ncarly 500 kms
and 10 hours away down
India’'s cast coast, rcports
Reuter,

The journcy was the latest
obstacle in a crowded flincrary
thrown into uncertainty by
Hindu-Muslim riots and a do-
mestic Indian Atrlines strike,

It was hardly the ideal
preparation for the first Test
against India, which opens on
Friday. and did little to help
the recavery of players suffer-
ing from a viral infection.
¢+ England's Tust tcam s
likely to be dictalied as much
by physiotherapist Dave Robers
as the four tour sclectors,

Phill DeFreitas remains the
biggest doubt with his groin
injury but four other bowlers
also have problems.

Off-spinner John Emburey
is suffering from gastro-enteri-
tis and Devon Malkeolm, Maul
Taylor and Dermot Reeve are
afllicted, to varying degrees, by
the virus.

Taylor's lemperature soared
on Monday and he had to visit
a doctor in Bhubaneswar.

After two days in bed,
Malcolm recovered enough to
take three wickets in four balls
on the last day of the drawn
maleh with Indta Under-25s —
Englands linal pre-Test warm-
up.

He took part in a nel ses-
sion with bowling coach Geoll
Amold on arrival in Calcutta,

Reeve. who is nol expecied
to play in the Test also h:i'-i an
ey infection,

Handball results
Sports Repnrter

Dipali Juba Sangha regis-

tered a hard-earned 12-10
victory against Kurmilola Apo-
llo Club in one of the two
matches of the Suncrest
Second Division handball super
league at the Outer Stadium
handball court yesterday.

Both tcams were locked 5-5
at half lime.

Ripon nctted four goals
while Rumel, Khokon, llassan
and Zaman got two each for
Dipali Sangha. Robin scored
three goals and Enam, Mahbub
and Khalequzzaman got two
apicce for Kurmitola Apollo,

Pragati Boys Club beat
Arunaytan Cultural and Krira
Sangha by sevenleen goals to
scven in the other match of

thr:_ day.

champion Ranf

-
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Historic one-run win puts Windies at par

It just wasn't Australia's day

ADFELAIDE, Jan
26: West Indies
snalched the

narrowest win in
Test cﬂchﬂ hist -
when they

bt Australia by one run in the
fourth Test today, reports
fcuter.

Courtney Walsh was their
ero. lie broke a 40 run last

.man-of-match

C AMBROSE..
wickel stand between Craig
MeDermott and Tim May, who

made 42, when McDermott
cdged a eatch to wicketkeeper
Junior Murray.

The jubilant West Indies

players embraced each other
and cavorted around the pitch.
Their nailbiting victory
squared the five-match series
at 1-1 and set the stage for a
riveting showdown in Perth
slarting on Janu 30,
* Earlier, the touring tcam
had looked sct for a comfort-
able victory when Australia,
chasing 186 for victory, were
reduced to 74 for seven, Curtly
Ambrose taking four wickets.

But a gritty half century by
Test debutant Justin Langer
and heroic efforts by May and
McDermott almest took the
Australians to their first Tesl
scrics win over West Indies
since 1975-76.

The two previous closcst
Test wins, of three runs, wore
both between Australia and
England, in the 1902 3 and
1982-B3 scrics.

Australia lnaked w Lo nn
for

Largel victory  as they
reached 591 for twu biufore
Curtlhy Amhrose und Walsh
wrickod the middle order
with fhve wickets [or just 20
FEH .

Al one stage man-of-Lthe-
malch Ambrose had taken four
wickels for just 11 runs, fin-
ishing with match figures ca{ 10
for 120,

When pace bowler
McDermott and spinner Tim
May — who took five for nine
in the second { — linked

up at 144 for nine the task

looked beyond them.

But the pair batted superbly
and the 15,000 crowd counted
off the runs towards victory

With two runs needed,
Walsh charged 'in to
McDermott and found the top
edge of his bat. Murray glee-
fully accepted the catch.

The crowd were stunned
into silence. The West Indies
players hugged each other and
danced with joy.

Despite losing their first
two wickets — David Beon [0)
and Mark Taylor (7) — for 18,
new boy Langer revived the in-
nings in a 38-run partnce r!ﬁ‘np

with Mark Waugh [26).

I3t the Hrst ball alter lunch
Stcve Waugh (4) popped up a
catch te Kcith Arthurton at
poinl, then ecaplain Allan
Border went for one, lan |lealy
for nought and Mecrv [lughes
one in the space of three runs

Langer gave Australta re-
newed hope, sharing -a 28-run
partnership with Shane Warne
and 42 with May.

HBut the lfeline snapped
when Langer boliom cdged a
calch to keeper Murray ofl
Ecmnn lan Bishop. His 54

spanned four hours

The malch closcly mirrored
the historic Test betwoen the
two sides in Brisbane in 1960
which finished in a tic.

Border, dcjecied in his
dressing room, said: "What can
you say — one run? It's very

disappointing.”
Australian caplain said

Ambrose, named man ol the
matich, was the key to the West
Indian victory

"I was very confident of
gctting 186 at the star of the
day but #t was a couple of bril-
liant spells by Ambrose thal
made the difflcrenee.” Border
ekl

"Everyone is down atl the

« moment but | think everyonc

has a good resolve aboul the
way we hung in therc going
into the next Test.

"I think the [inal Test can
o ¢ither way, Ambrose has got
to be one of their best cver
bowlers.”

His Westl Indies counlerpart
Richie Richardson said: "When
Walshy came in with Lhat par-
ticular ball | knew it was going
to get MeDermottl's wicket. |
don't know why but | just
thought that one's going lo do
it.

"l knew we had won once
before like this and could do ft

again. | felt positive. | never
gave up.”
In April, West Indics look

South Alrica's last efght wick-
ets for 26 when they necded
only 79 to win a onc-ofl Test.

"We convinced ourselves we
could bowl Australia out and 1
felt we were going to win. We
had done it before and you
have to believe in yoursell,” he
said.

Ambrose has now increasced
Mlg.lbr of wickets to 24 i Lthe

T lwve noever seen a bowler
ke Curtly and | think he is
the bost bowler in the world !
[Bichardson said. “1is bowling
is olten too gt.'n.'id for the hul.ﬁ:
men but 1 knew he would not
et me down,”

SCOREBOARD

Scorchoard on the fourth
day of the fourth ericket Test
between Australia and the West
Indics today: ~

WEST INDIES: First innings
252 (B Lara 52, M llughecs five
for 64)

AUSTRALIA : First innings
213 (M Hughes 43, C Ambrose
six for 74)

WEST INDIES: Second in-
nings 146 (R Richardson 72, T
May [ive for ninc).

AUSTRALIA:
nings
M Taylor ¢ Murray b

Benjamin

D Boon Ibw b Amhrﬂ'-m
J Langer ¢ Murray b Bishop
M Waugh ¢ Hooper b Walsh
S Waugh ¢ Arthurton

b Ambrose

A Border ¢ llaynes b
Ambrose .

| Healy b Walsh

M Hughes Thw b Ambrose

S Warnce lbw b flishop
T May not out 4
C McDoermott ¢ Murray

b Walsh
Extras: [b-1,
Total :

Fall of wickets:

Second in-

+ 32('.'!"-4

18
22
184
1-5; 2-16;

-8, nb-13)

3-54 4-64: 5T2 B-TY 7-74:
B 102 9144

Bowling O M L3 w
Ambrose 26 5 46 4
Hishop 17 3 41 2
Bemjarmin 12 2 32 )
Walsh 9 4 4 3
lleeper 5 I i2 0O

Result: West Indies won by
one run to level the five -Test

o

C WALSH ... 3 for 44
series 1-1.

SBecond Test: Melbourne,
Ayt -'ﬂn“hl.l‘_

Third Test: drawn
Fifth Test: Jan 30 te
Feb3

Jo Angel gets a
place in Aussie
Test squad

ADELAIDE, Jan 26: Rookie
West Australian state fast

bowler Jo Angel was added
Tuesday 1o the Australiin tcam

for the [ilth cricket Test
agiuinst the West Indies, re-
ports AP.

- Angel was included in a 14-
man squad that will try to win
the Frank Worrell trophy for
the first time since Australia
beat the West Indies in 1975-

4B, The Test begins in Perth,

Angel's
Saturday.

The Test 12 from the dra-
matic one-run loss at Adelaide
on Tuesday was retained while
Angel and state teammate
Damicn Martyn were included
lo increase the numbers te 14,

Martyn pulled out of the

.hometown, on

* fourth Test in Adelaide after

he was accidentally poked in
the eye by coach Bob Simpson
on the eve of the mateh.

Australian team manager
lan McDonald said Martyn
would face a fitness test once
the team flew into Perth on
Wednesday.

Angel came to prominence
at the start of the summer
with a wicket haul of five for
59 against the West Indies in a
tour match at the WACA
Ground. The 24-year-old has
taken 21 wickets this season.

Australia has never beaten
the West Indies in Perth, los-
ing in their only mectings

there in 1975-76, 1984-85
and 1988-89.
The Australian squad: Allan

Border (captain), Mark Taylor,
Jo Angel, Devid Boon, Tony
Dodemaide, lan Healy, Merv
Hughes, Justin Langer, Craig
McDermott, Damicn Martyn,
Tim May, Shane Warne, Mark
w.-_mgh Steve Waugh.

Zakia Sultana during her :{djnurned tie against former

national champion Syeda Shabana Parveen Nipa

at the

NSC chess room yesterday. Zakia is leading the points

table with Nipa.

— Star photo

Marathon doubles upsets applecart

MELBOURNE,
Jan 26: Thousa-
nds of tennis [ans
were locked out
of Centre Court
' and intermational
television schedules went awry
beeause of a marathon men's
doubles match Tuesday at the
Australian Open, reports AP.
Australian Laurie Warder
and South Afrcan Danie Visscr
bcéat Americans Jim Grabb and
Richey Rencberg 6-3, 6-4, 4-6,
4-6, 22-20 in a 5-hour, 12-
minute quarterfinal that
starled on court one but
nwoved o Centre Court aller a
rain delay
It was moved during the fi-
nal sct's 18th game, but con-
tinued for almost twe more

‘hours, keeping women's quar-

terfinalists waiting in the
locker room and leaving
locked-out fans fuming.

Women's Tennis Association
tour director Pam Whylcross
twice asked for the match to
be moved back outside, but
tournament referee Peter
Bellenger refused.

Bellenger later admitted his
gamble had backfired,

"AL B-7 in the fifth it could
have been finished in 10 min-
ules,” Bellenger said, "1 felt #
was a fair bet. History proved |
wes wrong.”

The doubles restarted un-
der the Centre Court rowfl in
front of just efficials and' sta-

dlurn cleaners. People attend-
ing the day session already had
left.

Later, the [ans who held
lickets for the evening scssion
wore allowed into the stadium,
cheering wildly as the malch
wenl on and on and on,

Warder and Visser led by
iwo scts to love and 3-1 before
the second-seeded Americans
began to rally.

"We should alrcady have
been having a beer,” Warder
said, Instead, he and Visser
had to stave ofl a half-dozen
match points before [inally
clinching viclory.

It was just 17 minutcs short
of the longest doubles muatch
in Australian Open hisiory,
which also involved Visser,

Hc and fellow South African
Pieter Aldrich delcated
Americans Scott Davis and
[Robert Van't Hof 23-21 in the
fifth set in 1990.

'l was thinking we may
break the record again,” Visser
sad.

The players had no rogrets
about keeping defending
champion Monici Seles and
French playcr Julie lalard
wailing for more than an hour,

Asked ([ the doubles players
were worrled aboul dolaying
the women, Warder replied:
“Who cares?”

Scics was not impressed.

“1 thought it was ridiculous
to pul the mens doubles

match on,
was even, worse for Gabricla
Sabatini and Mary Pierce, who
had te play the [inal women's
malch ol the evening.

The late finish meant inter-
national broadeastcrs who had
booked satellites expecting the
scheduled 7:30 pm (0830
GMT) start to the night ses-
sion had to rearrange Lheir
schedules.

Gazza in a mess

ROME, Jan 26: An ltalian
neo-lascist MP wants England
midfielder Paul Gascoigne
fined by the ltalian soccer au-
thorities for belching into a
lelevision nmicrophone, reporis
Reuter.

Gascoigne belched when
asked by a reporter o com-
ment on his exclusion from
the Lazio tvam on Sunday, an
inctdent Jaler broadeast on na-
lional television.

There are rules of ethics
for sportsnn and the Hallan
Socccr Federmtion should fine
him,” Movimento Soctale
ltallano (MSI]) deputly Giulio
Maccrialind said on Monday.

e has asked Marghertia
Boniver, the minister respon-

sible for spori, to give her
“valuation of this episode of
civil courtesy from no” and

o reconmend what action the
foderation should uake,

" she said. She said it

]



