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Tamil Liberation
Army blows up
Gandhi statue

MADRAS, Jan 26: Three
powerful bomb explosions set
ofl by a pro LTTE outlit, Tamil
l.iberation Army’. [TLA] dam-
ag'd the Mahima Gandhi
Statue and two town Congress
(1] offices in three dilferent
places in Tamil Nadu in the
varly hours yesterday: No casu-
altics were reported, says PTIL

According to police a bomb
cxploded in the municipal of-
fice in Villupuram in south
Arcol district around 0225 hrs
blowing up a bronze¢ bust of
Mahatma Gandhi in the com-
pound.

The other tow explosions
occurred in Athur in Salem
district and Kudavasal near
Nagapatlinam a little later
damaging town Congress (I)
offices in those places.,

Protestling against the cx-
plostons, the Congress ({1
workers attempted to picket

buses and over 100 workers of
the party including the south
Arcol district Congress [I)
President, Janakiraman, MLA,
were arrested.

A portrail of LTTE leader,
and proclaimed offender in Lthe
[Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case,V Prabhakaran was found
at the site of the blast at
Villupuram along with hand
written posters of the TLA.

In the other two places only
poslers were found.

The ‘hand written TLA
posters recovered from all the
three places listed charges
against the central and state
governments including the
banning of the LTTE and the
arrest ol LTTE activists. They
also blamed the governments
for the death of LTTE leader,
Kittu, last week oflf Madras
coast when his ship was cor-
ncred by the Indian naval
ships.
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reets Sharma: e rawisian
Prime Minister have senl messages of
felicitations to Indian leaders on the occasion of India's
43rd National Day Monday expressing the dosire of
establishing tension [ree relations with the neighbour,
reports Xinhua from Islamabad.

to Indian President Shankar Dayal
Khan said Pakistan sincercly de-

sires to establish tension free and cooperative relations

with India.
"Such a relationship

would besl serve the intcrests of

our two countries as well as strengthen peace and stability

in the region,” he said.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil in his message to his
indian counterpart Narasimha Rao cxpressed his confi-
dence that with mutual efforts, Pakistan and India would
be able to establish good neighbourly and cooperative rela-

tions.

Former Tunisian PM Nouira dead:
Former Tunisian Prime Minister lledi Nouira died Monday
following a long illness, the official television announced.

Nouira, who retired from

[3orn in April 1911,

He was B2, reports AP from Tunisia.
politics in February 1980 fol-
lowing a debilitating heart attack, had headed the govern-
ment for a decade beginning in 1970, this North Alrican
nation's sccond prime minister. .

lie had carlier served as finance minister in the gov-
crnment of Prime Minister Bahi Ladgham after Tunisian
independence from France 'in 1956 and was the first gov-
¢rnor of the Central Bank of Tuntsia,
in Monaslir,
former 'resident 1abfb Bourguiba, Nouira was trivined as a

the homotown of

lawyer. lle launched his political carecr with Bourguiba,
helping found the Neo-Destour Party in 1934, which cam-
paigned for Tunistan indepcndence. Nouira was ils Paris

representative.

Two UN troo

killed in Croatia:

Two French UN peace-keepers were killed during artillery
cxchanges between Serb and Croat forces in Lthe Krajina
arca of Croatia on Monday, a UN spokeswoman told Radio
France-INFO from Zagreb, reports Reuter from Paris.

ocoast.

Serb forces since last year.
Peruvian

from Washingion.

Spokeswoman Shannon

Boyd said a further three
French soldiers were wounded during exchanges ol hcavy
artillery and tank fire in the area of Zadar, on the Croatian

Croatian government troops launched an oflensive on
Friday to recapture areas of southeastern Croatia held by

to evaluate media:

The State Department expressed concern Monday over a
recent statement by President Alberto Fujimori of Peru
that his intelligence service will monitor the news media
to guard against potential subversive influence, reports AP

"We are concerned that this statement will intimidate
reporters who are performing their duties in a routine,
professional manner,” the department said in a writien re-

sponse o press guestions,

Fujimori told a news conference last weck the media
will be “continually evaluated” because "state sccurily, as in
all democratic countries, takes priority over any other

consideration.”

Thousands of mourners chant

Anti-Iranian rally in Istanbul:
ng

anti-lranian slogans

marched through [stanbul Monday night to protest against
the killing of promin®nt Turkish journalist Ugur Mumcu,

Reuter reports from Istanbul

Mumcu was killed by a car bomb in Ankara on Sunday.

Police said 10,000 people, including journalist, lawyers
and human rights activists marched through Istanbul to
the Cumhuriyet newspaper where Mumecu had been an in-
vesligalive reporicr and an editorial writer.
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Return of Palestinian deportees

Ghali wants SC to make Israel
comply with resolution

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 26:
The UN Secretary Genceral has
recommended the Securily
Council take "whatever mea-
SUrcs are required” to ensure
that Isracl compligs with a
resolution demanding the re-
turn of more than 400
Palestintans deporied to
southern Lebanon, reports
AFP.

Secrelary General Boulros
Boutros Ghall, in a report ad-
dressed to council members
late Monday, said "l intend to
inftiate discussion with the
Israeli authoritics regarding
the establishment of a United
Nalions monitoring mecha-

nism in the occupied territo-
ries.”

AP adds: Israel's UN ambas-
sador Gad Yaacobi said Israel
rcgreited the sccretary-gen-
cral's approach, which it felt
was “one- sided and totally ig-
nores the background” behind

the deporiations.

Israel radio said Boutros-
Ghali also urged the world
body to creale a new mecha-
nism to monitor the Israeli-
occupied territories to ensure
Palestinians’ rights were re-
spected.

Yaacobi, interviewed on the
radio,. conlirmed news ac-
counts of Buut,)a- Ghali's rec-
ommendalion? (o the UN
Sceuritly Council.

¢ added that the report
was  “not  c¢xplicit” aboul
whether sanctions against

Isracl were recommended for
[ailing lo comply with Security
Council Resolution 799,

The resolution calls on
Isracl to return the Pales-
linians who were expelled Dec
17 as alleged members of the
radical Muslim fundamentalist
lHlamas and Islamic Jihad
movements. '

Isracli officials have said
they hope the United States

would use its veto in the
Securily Council to block any
sanclions against Israel. US
Ambassador to [srael William
Harrop told army radio he
hoped the situation would be
resolved before a decision on a
US veto was necessary,

Isracl has refused to permit
the men back before their ex-
pulsions of up to two years are
up. Some of the men have been
relurned to their homes in the
occupied terrilories after
Isracl admitted it expelled
them by mistake.

Boulros-Ghall's report ac-
cused Isracl of "defying the au-
thority of the Security
Council,” the radio said. It was
issucd after visits by two spe-

cial UN envoys in the past two
weeks falled to persuade’

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin

‘to change his mind.

Yaacobi said Israel was
studying the seven- page doc-
ument issued in New York on

Monday.

Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres said Israel would under-
take an "intensive” diplomatic
campaign to avoid UN mea-
sures.

Peres said if Israel didn't
take steps against Hamas the
movement "would have contin-
ued going wild in the territo-
ries, trying to kill the negotia-
tions and those who are nego-
tiating.”

The Palestinians were de-
ported after six Israeli troops
were killed in 10 day. Hamas
and Islamic Jihad claimed four
of the killings and were ac-
cused of the other two.

Isracli Supreme Court fin-
ished hearing arguments in
the case against the deporta-
tions Monday but has not said
when a decision would be
made. Israeli official have said
they would comply if the court

deems the expulsions were il-
legal.
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Demirel
arrives
in Kuwait

CAIRO, January 26: Turkish
Prime Minister: Suleyman
Demirel arrived in Kuwail yes-
terday for Lalks to bolster cco-
nomic relations between the
two countries and discuss Gulf
sccurity issues, reports from
Kuwail City said, reports
Xinhua.

Demirel s accompanied by
his Foreign Minister, Agricul-
ture Minister and other
ollicials.

The Turkish Prime Minis-
ter met with the Kuwaiti Amir,
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-
Sabah. He was to meet with
Prime Minister and Crown
Prince Shetkh Saad Abdullah
Al-Sabah before leaving
Tuesday.

Blast kills 16
Azeri soldiers

MOSCOW, Jan 26: Sixleen
Azeri soldiers were killed and
41 injured in an explosion at a
barracks In western Azer-
baijan, a Defence Ministry
spokesman said today, reports
Heuter.

The blast, on Sunday, par-
tially destroyed the barracks at
Agdam, 250 km (150 miles)
west of Baku and next 1o the
disputed enclave of Nagorny-
Karabalh.

I

" :E'::-_

President Clinton holding talks with Joint Chjefs of Staff at White House on Monday.
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— Star TV photo

| Clinton firm to lift ban

on gays in armed forces

WASHINGTON, Jan 286:
Prusident Bill Clinton on
Monday refused to back down
in the face of strong opposition
from the military and Congress
and vowed to implement his
pledge to it a ban on homo-
scxuals in the armed forces,
reporis Reuter.

Clinton met for nearly two
hours with the six Joint Chiefs
of Stafl, including Chairman
General Colin Powell, and a
spokesman said afterwards the
meeting was “cordial, honest
and respectful® but that
Clinton was u '

Spokesman George Step-
hanopoulos said Clinton would

announced his policy re-
iterated his commitment to
ending discrimination nst

homosexuals in the military
soley on the basis of status, and
to maintaining morale and co-
hesion in the military, he said.

“The Joint Chiefs ex
thetr concerns and dm
with the President's commit-
ment, but also their
respect for his decision-mak-
ing power as Commander-In-
Chiel” he said, adding that
none of them mentioned any
threats to resign (I Clinton
gocs ahead.

Clinton spokeswoman Dee
Dee Myers said Clinton would
mect this morning with
Democratic and Republican

- their concerns about his

leaders of Congress to discuss
plans.

The White House believes
the ban can be a overturned by
a presidential order but there
are rumblings in Congress that
such an order could be re-
versed by legislation.

Senate armed services
Chairman Sam Nunn, a Clinton
ally, served notice on Monday.
He opposes Lhe fledgling
President on this issue and
will insist on its right to have a
say in any change of policy.

“"The constitution of the
United States puls this re-
sponsibility on the Congress of
the United Stales as well as
the President,” the Democrat
told a news conference,

Clinton made clear in ad-
vance he was sticking by his
pledge, made during the clec-

tion campaign in which he
won overwhelming support
form homosexuals, to allow
gays and lesbians into the milf-

tary.

1 intend to keep by com-
mitment.” Clinton told re-
portcrs a few hours before
military brass arrived. "1 want
their input on how we should
do L.

However, Delence Secretary
Els Aspin warned on Sunday
that Clinton [aces defeat in
Congress U he lifis the ban
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11 more killed
in Kashmir

violence

SRINAGAR, (India) Jan 26:
At least 11 people were killed
in Iresh violence in Kashmir
on Monday on the eve of
India’'s Republic Day and offi-
clals said the army had been
put on alert alter militants
threatened to disrupt the cel-
cbrations, reports Reuter.

In Srinagar, Kashmir's sum-
mer capital, security forces
cordoned ofl several sensitive
arcas on Monday to try to flush
out separatist militants.

Police said they had re-
ceived reports that militants
were planning violence to dis-
rupt the annual celebrations.
‘They did not elaborate.

They reported clashes be-
tween militants and security

forces in Srinagar and else-
where in the Himalayan valley
on Monday.

An army officer and three
soldiers and a militant of the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
front were among the dead,
police said.

~ Sharif off
to Zurich

ISLAMABAD, Jan 26: Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif left for
Zurich today on a five-day visit
to Switzerland during which
he is to represent Pakistan at
the World Economic Forym,
official sources said, reports
AFP.

The forum's 23rd annual
session starting at Davos from
Thursday is to continue until
February 2.

Sharifl is accompanied by
his Finance Minister Sartaj
Aziz, Industries Minister
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed and
Minister of State for Foreign
Allairs Siddique Kanju.

Belfore this departure Kanju
told reporters at Islamabad
Alrport the Prime Minister
would also exchange views
with world leaders and top
businessmen participating at
the Davos conference, on
Economic issues and matters
of bilateral interest and global
development.

US may recogmnise
Angolan govt

WASHINGTON, Jan 26: The

United States is moving to-'

ward diplomatic recognition of
the Angolan government for
the first time, more than 17
years afler the country gained
its independence, State
Department oflicials say, re-

ports AP
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LOS ANGELES: Actress Elizabeth Taylor (L) and singer
Michael Jackson hold one of two awards he won Monday at
the American Music Awards. Jackson won for the
favourite single in the Soul/Rhythm category, “"Remember
the Time," and favourite album in the k category,
"Dangerous.” Taylor presented Jackson with a special
International Artist Award. — AFP/ UNB photo

'Love ultimate truth at
heart of all creation’

LOS ANGELES: Michael Jackson received his third special
award from the hands of actress Elizabeth Taylor and won an-
other two trophies late Monday for the most honours at the
20th annual American Music Awards, reports AFP.

After receiving the international artists award, . the megas-
tar who has criss-crossed the globe and contributed small
fortunes to help needy children said that love was "The
ultimate truth at the heart of all creation.”

The award he recetved -- the third afler an honourary
merit award in 1984 and an Achievement Award in 1989 --
will also bear his name in future.

Jackson won two other awards for [avourite Pop Rock al-
bum for "Dangerous” and favourite soul-rhythm and blues sin-
gle for "remember the time.”

Winners of two American Music Awards this year included
Michael Bolton, Mariah Carey, Billy Ray Cyrus, Pearl Jam,
Kriss Kross and Boyz Il Men. . .,

Mother forced her daughters
to be prostitutes

BANCKOK: A Thai woman has been accused of chaining up
her two teenaged daughters and selling them for prostitution,
police said yesterday, reports Reuter.

The children, 13 and 15 years old, escaped from Lheir
mother on Monday in Nakorn Sithammarat provinee, 1,100
km (700 miles) south ol Bangkok, and told police that in the
past year she had forced them to be prostitutes.

The sisters told police their mather chained them up and
beal them if they resisted having sex with men.

Police said they arrested Deang Srithamayot, 37, on
charges of procuring and forcing youngsters to have sex
against their will.

Prime Minister Chuan Leekpali has announced a major
crackdown on child prostitution in Thailand.

Quayle has sold his

memoirs for Im dollar

WASHINGTON: Former Vice President Dan Quaylec has sold
his memoirs for at least 1 million dollar. according to a pub-
lished reports, says AP. o

The Washington Post cites unidentified sources in
Tuesday's edition as saying a seven-figure deal was struck
with Harper Collins and that thé book will begin with Quayle’s
selection as George Bush's running-mate in 1988 and cnd
with last November's election. |

The Post said that in addition to mainstream bookstiores,
the publisher intends to sell the book th its religious
subsidiary in Christian-oriented markets — much as it did the
highly successful memoirs of Oliver North.

The paper said the Quayle book probably will be published
in the fall of 1994 and that the proposal was shown to only

three publishers.

Quayle was a controversial re during his four yeurs as
vice prgnldml. with critics poh:qﬁdnl to his numerous cmbar-
rassing galfes and behind-the-scenes circumventing of
legislation.

20 anti-govt
protesters
killed in Togo

LOME. Jan 26: Al lcast 20
E:ph- were killed when po-

opened fire on a crowd |

secking the end of military
rule, French cabinet minister
Marcel Debarge said, reports
AP.

' Thousands of demonsira-
lors had gathered Monday to
proicst the rule of Prosident
Gen, Gnassingbe Evadema, ac
cused of the military 1o block

scheduled clections. 1lis 1ro
ops art alleged to have killed
hundreds of political op
pomnls

Frenaeh Cooperation Minis-
ier UDcbarge and Gorman
Scernvtary of Siate for Foreign
Aflairs |lelmul Schacller met
Eyadema o try 10 resobwe the
ongoing poditical crisdis

They said they saw 12 bod-

s In 4 morgue and [Debarge
satbd he had confirmed atl least
20 deaths Journalists said

bodics, musLly of young people
had bullet wounds

Eyadema s government sasd
ondy three were killed, and po-
Hee opened fire only afler col
leagucs had been seized by the
demonstraiors.

|Major joins Indian Republic

Day celebration

NEW DELHI, Jan 26: Prime

Minister John Major of Britain
oined India's leaders and
undreds of thousands of
speciators on Tuesday al a
military parade marking the
43rd anniversary of the consti-
tution India adopted afler win-
ning Iindependence from the
British Empire, reports AP

Thousands of soldiers mar-
ched down Raj Path, a wide
road linking the Presidcential
lalace and India Gate, a 100
foot-tall archway that India
colonial rulers built 1o honor
[iritish and Indian soldiers
kilked in World War |.

The soldiers who marched
down the road Tuesday were
dressed in the crisp, colorful
uniforms of their regiments.
Some played in bands; some
rode elephants, horses or
camels, and many simply
marched by holding a rifle in
and

often based on their local folk-
lore, lollowed the soldiers. As a
group, the floats appcared to
celebrate the cultural diversity
of India.

One float was filled with
huge sunfllowers whose sceds
were being calen by large bees.
Another encouraged birth con-
trol in this overpopulated na-
ton of B75 millien people by
showing a husband and wile
with only two children

The floats were [ollowed by
large groups of dancers in
claborale outfits - In one, the
dancers were dressed as :
cocks, India s nattonal bird,

As the parade ended, troops
raced by performing stunts on
motorcycles. One soldier rode
by atop a tall leader connected
o the emply seal of his mo-
torcycle. Twenly-five others
rode by stacked in a pyramid
alop seven motorbikes.

President Shankar Dayal
Sharma saluted each regiment
as it passed Lhe reviewing
stand where he stood along-
side other government offi-

clals. Including Major and
PPrinw Ministcr 'V Narasimha
[Rao, who sal and walched the
perade.

Major began a five-day visit
lo India on Saturday to pro-
mote better economic and
commercial cooperation be-
iween the two countries. |e
also discussed nuclear prolif-
eration in South Asta
Pakistan and India, the re-
gion's bitterest enemies.

No violence was immedi-
alely reported during the na-
tional holiday in India, which
has recently suffered wide-
spread Hindu-Muslim riots and
which often [aces terrorism by
militants trying to win inde-
pendence in the states of
Jammu -Kashmir and Punjab
and in the neighboring country
of Shri Lanka.

On Sunday, police arrested
four Sikh militants from
Punjab in New Delhi and con-
fiscaled explosive devices they
planned to use to blow up gov-
ernment buildings on Republic

Day, the police said.

NEW DELHI: Hm-h PTIH‘IE Minister John Mnr I8 AN |

sisted by a groundkeeper while tying his shoe moments

after plac
Mohandas

a flower wreath upon
ramchand Gandhi in the capital on Monday.

the cremation site of

— AFP/UNB photo

Yeltsin pledges to build
new ties with India

MOSCOW, Jan 26: Russian veloped with the aim of con-

President Boris Yeltsin ple- solidating power against an-
dged Monday to build new other bloc of countries as had
relations with India that been the practice during the

Cold War.

He cenfirmed thai Russia
would sign a new friendship
treaty with india to replace
the 1971 accord that estab-
lished relations between the
former Soviet Union and
India, its most important
strategic ally in the south
Agian area

Leaders of both countries
were also scheduled to dis-
cuss Indian's 286.2 billlen re
ble debt to Russia (SO0 mil-
on dollars) built al a them
when Lthe Soviet was at

18

par with the Indian rupes. |

would put an end to former
Soviel concerns with influ-
ence in South Asia, reporis
AFP

“The Soviet Union played
India against China. We do
not want to build relations
hased on those conditions.”
Yelisin told reporters as he
prepared for his first oMicial
visit to India from tomorrow
o Friday.

"We want lo build a new
type ol relationship that will
preserve Lhe posilive aspects
ol the former relations be
lween our country,” he
slated.

The Russian leader was
scheduled 1o hold talks with

have recent dia-
nis on the amount

“We

Indian Prime Minister PV owned,” Yeltsin however,
Narasimha Rao on his arrival said, hinting at difficult talks
tomorrow and at least ten over repayment. ' .
agreemenis were ready (o be The President alse don-

signed, with an additional firmed Russia's decision to

four wundergoing finiahi scll r-‘mm :ll*
touches, Interfax reported. despite protests

Yeltsin added that bilateral over the sale ﬂurnntn
relations should net be de: 200 milllod doliars &



