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Saraswati
Puja today

The Saraswati Puja will be
ceicbraled in a befitling man-
ner by the Hindu community
throu the couniry today.
Devi Saraswati, the goddess of
knowledge and learning is
generally eelcbrated by the
1 lindu studenl community, re
poris [1SS,

PM visits ailing
B Chowdhury

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday visited
Deputy Leader of the lHouse
Mrol Badruddoza Chowdhury

who wars u treat -
ment at Suh Hospital
here. Prof Chowdhury lefl yes-

wwrday for Singapore Mount
Elzabeth Hospital for furthoer
treatment, reports 13SS.

Indian Republic

The Indian Migh Comm-
issioncr in Bangladesh and Mrs
K Raghunaih hosted a rece-

piion here yesterday evening
on the ocecasion of 43rd

india. Agriculture, lrrigation,
Flood Contrel and Waler

Jopment Minister Major
ncral (Retd] Majidul Hug,

itical lcaders including
Depuly Leader of 1he
Opposition in parliament
Samad Azad, high eivil

and officials, rmal-
isis, di and clite of the

city attended, reporis BSS.
Australian envoy
hosts reception

Austiralian lligh Commnussi-
oncr R K Gale held a recopiion
on the occasion of

the Australian National Day.
The reeeplion held at the
Australtan High Commission
Recreation Cenlre was
aliended. among others, by
Information Minister Harrister
Narmul Huda, leaders,

diplomats, high civil and

of India.”
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Dhaka terms Delhi's reaction |
to JS resolution disappointing

Bangladesh yesterday ter-

med the Indian reaction over
the resolution adopted by the
parliament on the DBabri
mosquc incident
"regrettable and disappoint-
ing,” reports UNI3,

In its resolution on January
20, the Bangladesh parliament
condemned the razing of the
historic mosquc and de-
manded reconstruction of the

demolished mosque al its
original sitc.
“The resolution of the

Bangladcsh parliament can in
no way be construed as inter-
ference in the internal affairs
a Foreign Office
‘spokesman in'Dhaka said.

The Indian government
promptly issued a statement
rejecting the resolution, say-
ing: "It is a totally unacceptable
interference in our internal af-
fairs.” g om T

"When his aldention was

drawn lo the statement of the

indian government, the

8
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Babri Mosque demolition

spokesman said that the
statement could be “justified
neither by intent nor by the
substanee of the resolution
adoplted by the Bangladesh
Jatiya Sangsad.”

“The Indian statement ad-
dressed the effects resulting
from the incident but totally

- {gnored the cause,” he added.

The spokesman asserted
that the resolution of the
Bangladesh parliament can in

- no way be construed as inter-

ference in the internal ‘affairs
ol India, adding "it was a legit-
fmate expréssion of concern by
people’s  represcntlatives
through a democratic method.”

“Is basic motivation was to
dassist in the process ol restor-
ing culm and communal har-
mony in India so as to help
conlain the ripple clleet in the
region.”

The spokesman  said,
"Emational frenzy unleashed by
bigoled and fringe clements
fnevitably spreads across bor-
ders aflecting all {'nnﬂ:{rm:d."

1T¢ made it clear that the
resolution did nol denounce
the Indian government or #ts
any acts or policies, mercly
called for the implementation

ol the Indian Prime Minister's . -
~declaralion

to rcbuild the
mosque at its original site as a

~ slep contributing to peace and

harmony.

Pointing out the gross mis-

representation in the Indian
stalcment, the spokesman said
that singling out the ruling
BNP party as indulging in pub-
lic dcnunciation of India’s
policics and” actions is both
"biascd and bascless.”
Rejecling the 1ndian
charges of extensive damage to
property, untold suffering and
decp insceurity, he said,

- "There is total transparency in

the situation in Bangladesh and
any objeclive observer can as-
certain the truth.”

Refterating the consistent
position of Bangladesh on the
situation. the spokesman said
that while condemning those

- the

governmenl had taken un-

_r:w.nta in ]ndia

‘the

tive of its forcign policy and

responsible for demolition: of
the mosquc it had repcatedly
called for "utmost restraint
and tolerance in keeping with
traditions enjoyeqd by
Islam.”

Hle pointed out that the

precedented steps to maintain
calm and law and order in the
volatile atmnaphcrc resulting
dircetly a reaction from

Explaining the cornerstone
of the country's foreign policy,
spokesman said,
Bangladesh considers the
maintenance ol construclive,
cooperative and f[riendly rela-
tions with India a vital impera-

shall continue to strive to-
wards this end.

"lIts policy has always been
transparent and in keeping
with norms and principles of
international behaviour that
are not only a ‘constitutional
commitmeni but beyond re-

‘called

proach in practice,” he said.
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Hartals called to disrup
- development : PM

RANIRBUNGLOW (Maina-
mali), Jan 26: Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia today
‘upon the. people
irrespective of caste and creed
lo participate in politics of
production for economie

~emancipation of the masses,

reports 3SS,
Addressing a public- rally

here Begum Zia said her gov-

crnment wants sell-reliance of
the coupntry in all ficlds with
pceople’s participation.
" She said the defeated polit-
tcal forces who do not believe
in pcople's welfare, are out to
disrupt the development pro-
cess by giving hartal pro-
grammes. She urged the peo-
plc to remain alert about those
who are engaged in acts of ter-
rorism, keeping the people
, The Prime Minister
stressed the need for utilisa-
tion of the country's manpower
and other resources through
hard work and honesty to
bring smile on everybody's
face. She sought feapks‘ co-
operation to implement the
19-point programmes ol BNP
to achieve the desired goal of
self-reliance,

Begum Zia said "Il we want

" Come to CHITTAGONG Come to

BANGKCK THAI RESTAURANT]
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ever before.
le ASIAN HIGHWAY, OPPOSITE Y.M.C.A. NASIRABAD,

CHITTAGONCG. Tii : 226803, Fax: (880) (31) - 2329

rogress and prosperity ol the
E-uuirfry politics of hartal and
sicge nceds to be stopped.

"She said with the restoration
ol democracy the government
has taken necessary steps for
the exploitation of the mineral

resources like coal and hard

rock to improve the condition
of the masses,

I’resided over by Rabeya
Chowdhury MP, the meeting
was also addressed among oth-
crs, by Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman, Works Minister
Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia,
Encrgy and Mineral Resource
Minister Dr Khondker Mosh-
arraf Hossain, Manjur Ahsan
Munshi MP, Kamaluddin,® Al-
haj Janab Ali, A Latif, Alauddin
Ahmed, Shah Mohammad
Sclim — all local leaders.

She urged the people to
come forward to invest in
small and cottage industrics as
total dependence on m-
ment can not help achieve the
desired goal of sell-reliance.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment will extend all-out help
to dairy farms, poultry farms
and fish cultivation projects.
She said the country has to
mcet its milk requirement

See Page 12 Col 6

People running for cover. after a bomb explosion near Farmgate in the city yesterday.

Vlolence-ﬁ'ee hartal

By Staff Correspondent

A six-hour hartal was ob-
scrved peacefully in the capital
and clsewhere in the country
Tuesday.

The Awami League called
the dawn-to-noon hartal
throughout the country except
Chillagong- to protest the al-
lcged attempt on life of its
chief Sheitkh Hasina in
Chiltagong January 24. -

In Chittagong half-day hartal
was observed Monday.

Awami League leaders al-

leged that mn-hcd lunmn-
Lipok an altempl

5

meeting at Laldighi Hnlrdm'l in

the party chl:f ﬂ'

day.

In the capital, normal life
was marred during the hartal
from 6 am o 12 noon yester-

No major untoward incident
was reported from any part of
the city during the hartal
hours. Some crackers were

blasicd at

Farmgate,
Chankharpole, Gulistan and
Moghbazar in the city.

A number of 'processions
were brought out in support ol
the hartal from different
points in the capital.

General Seecretary of the
city unit of the AL, Meofazzal
lHossain Chowdhury Maya led a
procession [rom Bangabandhu
Avenue while Begum Matiya
Chowdhury MP and Advocate
Shahara Khatun led secparate
processions at Rampura and

F: respectively in
“ r‘n“?ung_ ly in the |

All transports in the cily
cxcluding a few rickshaws and
BRTC buses stayed ofl the
roads during the six hours.
BRTC buses were escorted by
police vans and the VIP roads
were open to rickshaws.

Inter-district bus scrvices
from Mohakhali, Sayedabad

See Page 12 Col 7
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Muslims hoist black ﬁags call 1t a ‘black da'z‘

NEW DELHI, Jan 26: india
displaycd its military muscle at
a Republic Day parade at-
tended by British Prime
Mintster John Major today as
Muslims shaken by last
month's destruction of a
mosquc called it a ‘black day’,
reports AFP.

In Kashmir, India's only
Muslim-majority state, Muslim
scoessiontsts fired two rockets
at a Rcpublic Day venue in
Srinagar and ordered resi-
dents Lo hoist black MNags, po-
lice said. Three militants died
in skirmishes in Kashmir.

Mijor, who is on an official

frisked and made to pass
through detee tors for explo-
shves,

Commandos ringed Major,
a0 and Sharma.

Mcanwhile screaming "Hin-
dus are butchers,' thousands of
Muslims sircamcd out of a
musque here today o protest
Lhe republic day celebrations
as a black chapter in the
country s secular history,

Muslim religious leaders
strung out black flags and
strcamers across the sprawling
Jama Masjid, New Delhi's
largest mosque, as some 5,000

Kashmir rebels fire rockets
at Republic Day venue

over a letler.
"We want to tell the world

that the Indian constitution
had broken down. Rule of law

doecs nol exist anymorce in
India,” said Ahmad Bukhar,
the Deputy Imam or pricst of
the Jama Masjid.

*"The Prime Minister
(Narasimha Rag) is a butcher.
The llome Minister {S. DB,
Chavan) is a buicher, yelled
the prolesters, accusing the
federal government ol lanning
the Hindu-Muslim riois.

Sikh militants battling for a
homeland in Punjab set off a
radio operated Bomb in a trdin

Cancer vaccine

by year-end

LONDON, Jan 26: The first
human tests of a vaccine de-
signed to prevent®cancer will
start at the end ol this year,
the DBritish Cancer Rescarch
Campaign (CRC) announced
Monday, reports AFP.

CRC researchers believe vi-
ral vaccines will become one of
the
prevention during the next
century, the Financial Times
reported.

The new vaccine stops in-
fcction with the Epstein Barr
Virus [EIV). which is known
lo cause several types of can-
s o

[Recent evidence suggesls
that viruses are responsible for
at lcast 20 per cent of all can-
cers — possible 5 milllon cases
a ycar worldwide, the report

main methods of cancer F

- Mo'scoﬂfor dialqguc with Iraq
Yeltsin criticizes US
‘tendency to dictate’

MOSCOW, Jan 26: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin on
Monday criticized the United
States for what he termed as ‘a
recent tendency to dictale its
terms’ to the international
community on the Ilraqi and
Yugoslav questions, reports
AFT.

Yeltsin, speaking to re-
porters before his official visit
lo India on January 27-29, said
Russia [avoured a peaceful set-
tlement to the lragi crisis.

‘We are in favour of a polit-

Jcal dialogue with Iragi lead-

ers,’ Yeltsin said.
‘It seemed to me that the
new US President was also in-

tions with Baghdad,

‘In my view, not all means
-have been exhausted to restore
peace in the Gull region in-
cluding actions that could have
been initiated by the United
Nations and fits Servurily
Council,” Shaposhnikoy told a
news conlerence.

i Baghdad UN nuclear ex-
perts set offl today on the [irst
inspection of 1993 in their
drive to eliminate Iraqg's
weapons of mass destruction.

The United Nations has-the
names of 80 firms which con-
tributed to Iraq's nuclear pro-
gramme and Baghdad claims
this represents 90 per cent of
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guest birds
dwindles

By Shamsad Mortuza

| lundreds of birds wherling
and turning form a black blur
againsl. the clear blue wintry
sky. Soon the birds swcep
low over the lakes of the
Jahangirnagar Universily
where hundreds of others rest,

The birds are scaltered all
over the place: Teal, Laser
Whistling Teaul, Pintail, Snipe,
Pintail Snipe, Greenshank,
Whimbrel ... one does not need
to bother for names when they
are worth watching.

in every winter birds [rom
the cold countries move into
the tropical countries. For
them there is no border, no
no fly sonc. These birds mi-
graie in scarch of warmth.

Ser Page 12 Col 4

Gueit birds in thnnftrnngnr Ummty campus.

amuendnwnis,

of Mayors soon

By Nazmul Ashraf

The government is drafling
ncw laws providing for direct
clectton 1o the posts of mayors
of the country's four city cer-
porations, official sources said.

The laws are also aimed at
making some other changes.

The Local Government
Minisiry has alrcady drafled
the Dhaka City Corporation
{Amendment) Act 1983 that
has been approved by the
Cabinet, ministry sources said
adding that similar bills for the.
Chiltagong, Khulna .and
Rajshahi cily corporations
were being prepared

All the four bills are hkely
o be tabled in the Jatiya

Sangsad In s current session,

they said

Acvurding to the proposed
Lthe cily corpo
rations would be renanxd as

Municipal Corporations

The ousted government ol
Ershad had preferred to call
the municipalities in the coun
try's four divisional headguar-
ters Municipal Corporation

The BNP government chan:
god the four Municipal Corpo-
rutions intoe City Corporations
through passing ol scparale
bills in Parliament

The amendments suggest
that the Mayors be elected di
rectly by the voters and that
the post ol Depuly Mavor be
abolishad.

There is no provision in Lthe
praposed amendments for
women commissioners who
arc nominated by the govern
ment under the existing law.

Insiead. reserved seats for
female commissioners, lo be

Sce Puge 12 Col 2
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t l ComlllaeAshuganj

power sub-station

COMILLA, Jan 26: Primie
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia .
today said establishment of ae-

| countability at all levels of gov-

ernment activity was "“P'—'ﬂl
tive to mnsnllgl‘le dq-mc
and ensure development of lhc
country, reports UNB.
“Officers and employees of
r seclor have a greater
responsibilily in this regard,”
she said inaugurating  the .
Ashugan|-Comilla 230 KV
National Grid Transmission
Line and Sub-Slation at
Harindhara here this alter-

Besides supplying more
powcer wilth higher reliability to
greater Comilla and adjeining
arcas, the project 1 also
transmil more powger to Fent
and Chittagong and bring sta-
bility in the National Grid
Power, System.

The Tk 2,400 million pro-
ject of the Power Development
Board (PD13), which started in
February 1991, has been im-
plemented with a financial as-
-sistance of Tk 2,170 millien
from Germany.

"Balanced dcevelopment is
precondition  to niaking the
hard-earncd democracy mean-

See Page 12 Col |

50 rounded up

Attempt to hold
rally in Sind
for repatriation
of Biharis

KARACHI, Jan 26: Pakisian
police made several arresis
Tuesday as it foiled an ntltz
here by some 50 to hold a rally
outside the provincial assembly
rt ol the repatriation
of Pakistanis in Bangladesh,
wilnesses said, reports AFP.

The demenstiration was

_?M _the Mohayir_ “W
Tehrik {MITj, & group ‘clatm

ing to represent Urdu-speak-
in;I mjgra.nu from India. e

The rally was to have l'.n.iu:n
place outside the provincial
assembly while it met to dis-
cuss the repatriation of the
Pakistanis, known as Biharis,
“at the demand of the main op-
position People’'s Democratic
Alliance led by former premier
Benazir Bhutto.

- Geological Survey

official held
. for smuggling
out documents
Bj Staff Correspondent

Special Dranch (SB) police
late Monday night arrested
Khandker S M Habibur
Rahman, a deputy director ol
the Geological Survey, al-
legedly on charges of treason,
according lo a police source.

Rahman was produced be-
fore the Chicl Mctropolitan
Magistrate Tucsday and taken
on police remand for question-
ing. .

A lop level police source
said that Habibur Rahman was
charged with sending sccret
stale decuments to a joreign
country. The SB and two other
intclligence agencics were
questioning Rahman in this
connection, the source added
without giving details.

Gold haul at ZIA

Three on police
remand

By Staff Correspondent

Fhree persons, one of them
a foreigner, arrested in con-
nection with Hﬂndij'legou
smuggling were remanded (o
the Detective DBranch (DB) of
police Tuesday for four days for
questioning.

All three — a Russian
Viadimir 1 Lankin and two
Bangladeshis Ambrose Gomes
and SM Ratan — were pro-
duced before a city magistrate
in the Dhaka Metropelitan
Magistracy Tuesday afternoon.

On a prayer of seven-day
police remand DB, the
magistrate granted four days
remand for questioning.

Customs officials seized
nearly twe maunds of gold
from two ‘diplomatic’ con-
signments at the airfreight
godown at Zia International
Airport (ZIA) Monday

The consignmenis

were

‘sent to the Russian Mission in

Dhaka f[rom by
Enterprise of pore.
The Customs officials
See Page 12 Col 3
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