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blume any party for that act of
violence. Referring to some
press reports today about her
blaming the BNP, NDI’ and
Jubo Command for the shoot-

lasina categorically said, ")

hot say anything like that
to any journalist and they mis:
reported it guoting me”. 7l
still don't even find the reason
or understand the mystery
behind the attack alter ad
dress,” she hastened to z:l

liasina apo for the
assault on jouma by a sec-
tion of her party's unruly ac-
livists during the rampage be-
fore hor address.

Turning to Anti-lcrrorism
Act Hasina said that it was only
being used by the present gov-
ernment o repress opposition
supporters,

“Though the present BNP
governmenl claims itsell a
democratic one 1t hardly prac-
liscs democracy,” she also said.

"The people of the whole
counlry are now hﬂ-ll.-iﬂ to

Nakajima named

WHO DG for
second term

Dr Hiroshi Nakajima was
nominated Thursday for a sec-
ond 5-year term of office as
Director-General of the World
Health Organtsation (WHO) by
the 91st session of the
Executive Board, meeting in
Geneva, says a WHO press re-
lease received in Dhaka yes-
terday.

Dr Nakajima's present term
of offfce ends in July 1993
Thursday's nomination will be
submitted for the approval of

the 46th World Healtlh
Asscmbly moecting in Gendva
ek May.

Dr Nakiijima was born in
Chiba Cily, Japan, on 16 May
1928. lic oblained his medical
degree at the Tokyo Medical
Collcge in 1955 and he holds a
posigraduate degree in medi-
cal science

Dr Nakajima joined the
World lHealth Organisation in
1974 in thc position of
Scicntist, Drug Evaluation and
Monitoring: He became Chief,
Drug Policies and Management
Unil in 1976. In 1978, the
WHO Regional Commiltee for
the Western Pacilic nominated
Dr Nakajima as Regional

Director. In May 1988, while
still in office as Regional
Dircctor, he was appointed

Dircetor-General of the World
Health Organization by the

4 1st World lealth Asscmbly.

Delhi's statement
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spoke of the ‘existing friendly
and cordial relations’ between
the two neighbours that the
lcaders said would be
strengthened further,

Onc source said that the
messages were just a formality
butl today's statement would
echo Dhaka's sentiments on
the Noew Delhi stalement that,
obscrvers: here say, was
provocative and went beyond
all proporiions.

By adopting the ruling BNP
sponsored resolution in JS,
Dhaka interfered in i1s intcrnal
aflairs, New Delhi charged and
warned that it would “walch
and judge futurc actions of
Government of Bangladesh,
with due attention.”

The sources indicated that
the government had taken
strong exception 1o the
warning which, they insisted,
wenl against all normis and
‘principles governing
international relations.

Relations between the two
countries have been al a very
low ebb aller a wrangle over
the SAARC summit
postponcment.and subscguent
recriminatory stalements on
the issue.

Tito files damage
suit against
Tejgaon OC

Jatliya Party Scceretary

General Khaledur Rahman Tito
has filed a damage suit against

the Officer-in-charge of
Tejgaon thana for causing
sical injury and public

miliation when taking him
to custody on Decemboer 22,
reports UNH.

Tio, now in detlention un-
der the Special Powers Act. in
his petition 10 the Sub-Judge
Court claimed Tk 10.10 lakh
as damage and compensation
for causing him physical injury,
public humiliation, disgrace,
physical discomfort and men-

Lal sulferings.

o official

lerroriam backed
ernment,” she

She wondered -rhy the po
lice: had failed to arrest the
gunmen in Sunday’s violence al
the Laldighi mecting. "Police
tid not act as the gunmen
were headed towards my v
hicle directig thetr Tire at
me, she alleged

UND adds: Hasina said that
the governmenl press note on
Sunday's incident was confus
ing and alleged that the gov:
cernment was trying Lo conccal
facts to shift its responsibilt
Ucs. !

"Hasina sald thcere were
somc minor incidents between
iwo groups of DBCL activists
over a trifling matler before
the meeting started. But she
questioned if they were e
sponsible for the attack why
were they not arrested ?

She said there was no link
between the attack on the
meeting and the clash that
took place between ICL ac-
tivists — the two were totally
scparate incidents.

Responding lo a quustion,
[lasina said there was no
grouping and conflict in B3CL
and Awami League

Referring to the campus vi-
olenee, llasina said one alter
another educational institution
across the country had been
closed following violent cla-
shes and now the BUET, My-
mensingh Agricultural Univer:
sity and Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity are victims of JCD s
lerrorism.

Violence also grippud the
port cily where two Awamt
League leaders and u BCL
lcader had been brutally killed
by the activists ol Jamaat-
Shibir and NIDI? durning the last
week; Hasina alleged,

Also present at the press
conflerence were Awami Lea-
gue presidium members Be-
gum Sajeda Chowdhury MP,
Prol Pulin Dey, Sultanul Kabir
MP?, Ataur Rahman Khan Kal-
scr, M A Mannan and A B M
Mahiuddin Chowdhury.

Press Note false,
motivated: AL

Awami Leapgue Genceral
Secrclary Zillur Rahman yes-
terday termed the I'ress Note
issucd by the llome Ministry
on' Sunday's incident  at
Laldighi in Chittagong as false,
lictitious and motivated and
asked 1he government fto
withdraw it, reports UNLD.

In a stalement, he alleged
that the government was in-
volved in a new gconspiracy to
divert the incident through
the Press Nole aller bueing
failed 1o implement its “well-
planned conspiracy
people’'s leader
| lasina. "

BBeing scared and imbal-
anced by the growing popular-
ity of Awami League, the gov-
emment took recourse to such
heinous attempt on the life of

Sheikh asina, he said.

¢ Awami League leader
demanded exemplary punish-
ment 1o the persons involved
in Laldighi incident.

Partial hartal
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The violence thal marred
the mecting after and before
the address by Sheikh lasina,
the leader of the opposition,
lefi at least SO persons in-
jured. most of them with bul-
lets:

Police appecarcd to " have
played a silent role without
swinging into quick action
though the mecting venue was

Sheikh

located adjacent to the
Chitltagong Metropolitan
| leadguarters,

A senior police oflicial on

condilion ol anonvimily said
that the blame for the altack
mightl have been pul on pulice
by the political leaders had the
police gone for scvere action
during the trouble.

*Iowcever, now lepal action
must follow the incidenis ol
violence  that crupted here.”
Lhe police offlicial added.

Sheikh Hasina, during a
press bricfing this evening,
also blamed the police for not
going inlo quick action or ar-
resting anybody during the vio-
lenee,

to kill .

———— . s————

A.Hﬂ: Samad Auﬂ Deputy Leader of the Opposition in Parlinment, addruumg a pubhc

1| Mizan, Mahmudul

Hasan allowed
to leave country

| yesicrday granted permission
to former prime minisier

ing holy
holy Ziarat at Medina and to
visit Aba Dhabi for medical
check-up within the first two
weeks o February,
1388,

The bench comprised
Justice Mohammad Mozammel
HHuq and Justice Mahfuzur
[Gdhiman.

¢4| The court also allowed for-

meeting in city )l!ltll"dny organised to protest Sunday’s alleged attempt on Sheikh Hasina in

muw\a

Atta_ck' on Hasina |

‘unvelils govt's
terroristic

activities: Zillur
. By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League Monday
dlleged that the present gov-
emment had unleashed a reign
of lerror as its popularity had
shumped to zero-level because
of its "misrule.”

"The attack on our leader
(Sheikh Hasina) once agiin
hore testimony to govern-
ment's terroristic activitics,”
Zillur Rahman, Genecral
Secretary of the party told a
public rally at the Bangabandhu
Avenue organised to protest
what the AL said attempt on
Hasina's life in Chillagong
Sunday.

“People have monitored the
activities of the government
lor the last two years now the
government has started taking

recourse 1o terrorism to stifle”

voice of opposition.”

e urged the people 1o
make today's countrywide six-
hour hanal a success.

The protest rally was orgun-

| ised by the city unit of AL and
was addressed, among others,

by Abdus Snmad Azad, Abdul
Mannan, Amir lossain Amu,
Abdur - Razzak MP, Matia
Chowdhury MP, Mofazzal
Ilossain \\‘.'JI'mm.ur«:Ihurjr Maya,
Mﬂ:;u.l’[ar Hossain Paliu and AL
candidate for Mirpur bycloe-
tion Kamal Majumdecr.

City  unit prcslﬁ:.nt
Mohammad Ha.'nﬂ' chaired the
mecting.

Security was tightened
around the meeting venue and
police were deployed on the
roefltops of most of the high-
risc buildings and also alop the
Outer Stadium.”

The rally was followed by a
procession.

The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in the Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad said that AL
would no longer I.uleratr: the
BNP's Tactivities
democ s

He sadd that as a major op-
position the AL exiended its
cooperation to uphold demo-
cratie practice and cradicate
politics ol "coups and killings”
but BNP had always rcﬁ.tmd the
cmpcrathn

He said that AL must estab-
lish the rule of law in the
country.

Abdur Har.zak said thal
there was anolher attempt on
llasina during the reign of au-
tocratic ruler, now similar at-
tempt was being made during
the rule of the neo-autocrat.

le cautioned that this way

of ruling would not http the
rmment.,

Amir Hossain Amu alkgt:d
that late President Ziaur
Rahman introduced autocracy
in the country and the people
thought the democratically
elected government W{}uld
correct itsell but pcupk s hope
went in vein. 2

Matia Chowdhury said ‘that
the people would respond to
the attack on AL chief by.
clecting the AL candidate in

"to bury -

WAYS were

— Surpl'm

1 | met minister Major
Hasan to

Gen
(Retd) Mahmudul
lwave the country for perform-
g holy Ziarat at the Mazar
Sharif of Hazrat Khawaja
Moinuddin Chisty (RA) at
| Azmiir In India within the first
iwo weeks of February.

Textile accord
with Canada

and Canada

esh

Gold haul at ZIA |5 s
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Dhaka from Darby Impex
Enterprise, 401-b Victoria
Strecl,  Stngapore by a
Singapore cargo [light (SQ-
6518} Saturday, the source said.

A Customs oflicial said that
as the papers submitied by the
clearing and prwarding agents
sceined false, they opencd the
consignments and réeovered
Lthe gold.

Meanwhile, two oflicials of
the Russian embassy present at
the airport yesterday said that

‘the Russjan Misston in Dhaka

wias not, tn any way connecled
with the incident and that the
consignments were not for the
Mission,

But the embassy officials
admitted that Viadimir had
been their information officer
and now not in scrvice,

| lowever, all the three ar-

rested personms dcetained at

Camnlonment Police Station

were being interrogated in
conncction with the smugghing

until filing of this re cport: rnvie -
night last night.

The three persons are
likely to be produced in the
Chicl Mctropolitan Magistrate
Court today [Tucsday) and the
recovered gold will be handod
over o the Bangladesh Bank
authoritics. said police.

Of the biggest gold hauls at
the Zia inlernational Airport
during last year, Airlrcight
Cuslioms officials rccovered
1000 wlas of gold from an-
ather diplomatic pouch sent to
Dhaka tn the name of the Asian
Development Bank (ADU) from
Singapore April 14, and sciecd
65 kgs of gold from a personal
consignmoent October 17,

An Assistant Conundssionor
of the Detective Branch (D) of
Police was entrusted with the

. 65 kg-gold-smuggling casc, yet

to be solved.

Airpert customs surveil-
lance and intclligence 1cams
also recovered 18 kgs of gold

from two Pakistan nationals .

Scplember 18 last year.
UNDB adds : Smuggled gold

worth some Tk. 2.40 erorc was

scleed from a mechanisod boat
in the deep sea Monday, offi-
clals said. ' ‘

They said a Customs [louse
Anti-smuggling Rampage Team
hauled up 50 kg gold and ar-
rested two persons in tennec-
tion with thessmuggling. The
accused wore nanwed Alauddin

_and Nurul Azam.

The rampage squad swoo-
ped on the beat in the Bay of
Bengal on a tip al 4 pm. The
boat was also sefzed.

A casc was filed with police
it the beachtown.

Travesty of truth
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meeling al Laldighi Maidan.

1 And she went to Lthe extent of

bringing an-allegation against
BNP and other political parties
for m.lkmg an attempt on her
life lle sawd, "1 deny with all

assertion: thal no activist ol -

IBNP or any olher party was in-

{ volved in the Laldighi incident

and | do say that rival Awami
League aetivists were involved
in the incident.”

The Forest and Fisheries
Minister sadd the incident like
the onc of Laldighi Maidan and
its surroundings, if not truly
publicised and the offenders
invglved ‘in it brought to hook,
would vitlate the whole politi-
cal atmosphere of the country
and jeopardize the future of
hard carned democracy and
scriously hamper delnpment
clflorts of the nation.

Ile called upon all political
partics o stick to democratic
norms ‘and shun falschood and
mispropaganda.

oman said that the strike
call given by Awami League for
tomorrow aimed al creatling

‘chaos and confusion in the
‘country as it was not for a

genuine cause ol Lthe people.
"Why. should the country and
the people suffer for internal
rivalry of Bangladesh Awami

- League?” he asked saying [re-

quent hartal, strikes and
blockade of roads 'and high-
hampering eco-
nomic development and the
democratic process of the
country,

Chiltagong cily Mayor Mir

MP, Amir Khashru Mahmud
Chowdhury, MP, BNP lcaders
Advocale Badrul Anwar, Adv-
ocalte Abu Saleh Chowdhury,
Gulam Akbar Khandakar and M
A Sabur were also present at
the press conference,

CUJ concern over

Ctg incident

CHITTAGONG, Jan 25

Leaders of Chitlagong Union ol
Journalists {CUJ) today ex-.

pressed grave concern over
the assaull on some journalists
by a group ol armed miscre-
anls. al Laldighi Maidan yes-
terday where Awami League
chicl Sheikh lHasina addressed
a public meeling, reports [3SS.

In a slatement here tonight I
M Nasirul Haq and Nirmal =

Chandra Das, President and

General Sceeretary respeclively

- of the CUJ said a group of

armed elemenis had assaulted
some reporters and photo-
journalists, who went to cover
the mecting.

They said: Awami League,

being the biggest opposition’
party in Lhe country, had lo-

tally  failed to provide security

to the journalists while dis-

charging their professional
dutics. : :
They urged the government

and all the political partics not
to palronize terrorists and al-
low the journalists to dis-

charge their duties without any

fear for the sake ol democracy. -

reports UNB.

The agreement will remowe
the uneertainty in export of T-
Shirts from DBangladesh to
Canada and s expected that
textile trade between the two
counirfes will improve to a
grenl extent.

Madhu Mela
‘begins

KESHABPIUR Wessore], Jan
25 : A three-day Madhu Mela
in observance of the 170th
birth anniversary of the epie
poct Michael Madhusudan
Datta began today in the
premiscs of the poet's ances-
tral home-stead at Sagardari

here, reports 1SS,

Baghdad
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warplanc¢ during recent con-
frontations and did nol want a
contlinuous showdown with the
United States.

Speaking in an intervicw in
Baghdad with Cablc Network
News, he said, “We have gen-
uine intentions to have a new
chapter with the new [US)
administration if the mew ad-
ministration is n:udy for that.

Aziz said:
targeted” an. nllk-d planc, call-
Ing allied statements thal Irag
fired anti-aircralt artillcry and
unu:l its ‘radar to target the

"labrications.”

¢ don’t wanl continuous
| confrontation with the United
Stales of America,” he said.
"That was not our objective in
the past, it is not our ﬂhjcl' tive
now end in the fulure.”

Aziz, an urbanc spokcsman
Saddam [lussein uses lo show
the more polished side of his
government, said that f{f
President Bill Clinton's admin-
istration showed "any intention
to have a new kind of relations
with Irag, based on mutual un-
derstanding, based on mutual
respect of sovercvignty, bascd

- Delhi- Londbn
trade accord®

NEW DELLI, Jan 25: India
amnd Hritain loday look a major
step: Lo strengthen  bilateral
¢ceonomic  cooperation by
signing the revised agreement
for avoidance of double taxa-
tion, reports PTLL :

The agreement, according
sources here, would
considerably step up British
investment and technology
flow into India.

An official spokcsman told
newsmen the high-power
Liritish business group accom-
panying the visiting British
Prime Minister, Johh Major,
would also sign a mcmoran-
dum of understanding with its
Indian  business group to
"concretise” the ideas pre-
senled in_ the joint Indo-
Liritish partnership initiative.

Both the Indian Prime
Minister I’ V Narasimha Rao,
andgthe British Prime Minister
wer€ appreciative of the anal-
ysis of the businessmen and
cxpressed their optimism
ab " trenpthening coopera-
tion in industrial and techno-
| logical arcas,

the ;.'i‘l,z'li Mirpur constlitucney. - | Nasiruddin, Begum Rosy Kabir,

-ﬂun-.d-h-w Y

Nm*mu mha Rao }'ﬂtﬂ“dﬂj’

ritish Prame Minister John Major v

-.l|l e
at Ra:htrapuu Bhavian {Prelldantml Palace) in New Delhi.
: , — AFP photo

“hotds with his Indiah eounterpart PV

on international law under |

normal standards of bcechavior
of nations, then that will be
very much welcomed in Iraq.’

Aziz blasted US Defence
Secretary Les Aspin, who said
Sunday that Ilrag would nol
comply with United Nations
resolutions until Saddam were
ousled.

A High Court Division Bench

Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury o

reporis

“in Industfial

has nover

fought against
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Tension escalates in Sind
KARACHI, Jan 25: Tension escalaled in Sind as the
cthnically divided southern provinee mourned the of

24 prople In weeckend bomb explosions. Rival cthnie groups
calicd protests here as Sind Chicf Minister Muzaffer |lussain
Shah described Saturday's bombing in liyderabad a -
conspiracy of anti-state clements” while other political

crs condemned the government's failure to mainlain law -ri

vrder. reporis AFY.

Seminar on private sector ends
'Simp]{fy procedures
for investment'

By Staff Correspondent !

Simplification of proec-
dures relating to investment,
ercdil, laxes, and ex-
port and access to utflities are
pre‘requisites for a healthy

“growth of the private sector of

the country.,

A national seminar on
Privatc Sector Growth, Tech-
nology Choice and Investment
ment of
Bangladesh adopted these
recommendations al s con-
cluding scssion on the National
Economic Council (NEC)
Auditortum

Organised by rm'
ment, ESCAP -nd ﬂ'l:
desh Chamber of Cmmru
(BCI), the seminar also pointed
oul that crecation of "market-
friendly” public administration

"remained a critical element for

private sector growth.
The seminar observed that

there was a growing need for
an oulward-ericnted private
scetor growlh in Bangladesh
with major emphasis on export
ol nunufactured and processcd
goods,

‘For 1his, entreprencurs
should ibandon those indus-
trial au*liw!i;w which have lost

A tribute
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Nicosia government flatly
rcfused agreement,” The
Times obituary adds:

It was his involvement in
humanttarian problems that
had carlier made him join the
United Nations Relic] and

Rehabiljtation Administration -

(UNRRA) and work for refu-
gees from Albania, Yugoslavia
and Grecee just after the
World War IIl. It was no

| surprisc to his fricnds when,

some three decades later, he
served as the Treasurer of the
Tibet Socicty, again on human-
itarinn grounds,

Notwithstanding these achi-

cevements, Sir Cyril had his
share of personal tragedies.
His [irst son. aged two, dicd in
Caire and he himself fell vietim
to Parkinson's Discase. lle
it for long 20
ycars and, with his dwindling
cnergy, became a vice presi-
dent of  the Parkinson's
Discase Socictly. [lis “final act
of delianee”™, as The Times
puts it in its obftuary, "was to
bequeath his brain to medical
rescarch (into this ailment).”

campetitiveness in the world
market.

ui? recommendalions were
T public a
scminar MWH.H
three-day seminar discussed
13 papers and was attended by
cntreprencurs, pelicy makers,
drwhm:tﬂmm re-
scarchers academics

r Harun-Ur-Rashid, Secre-
tary, Planning Division, while
disclosi the recommenda-
tions ..3 it was observed that

i e
.
dustrialisation was not encou-
raging, it has become impe-
rative to mobilise internal

purpose,

resources for the |
Ie said the st-
gly felt that government
should allocate increased re-
sources lowards the

infrastructure support
SCTVIOCS. . s
Electricity
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management steps without
hampering the productive sce-
torrs aned mﬂ.rMEH of the in-
stalled generating and trans-
milting cquipment in the
powuer sector,
The approval of the mea-
surcs was given al the
woeekly moecting of the cabinet
held at Bangabhaban with
Primc: Minister Begum Rhaleda
Zia in the ehair. :

Commercial show
of stage drama
on Feb 3

By Staff Correspondent

Nagorik Natya Sampradya

has drawn up.programmces to
mark the introduction of
commercial show of stage
drama in the country on
February 3.
A leading thcalre group.
Nagorik pioncered the com-
mercial show of s drama in
the country by presenting
Baaki Itithash” al the British
Couneil Auditlorium on
February 3. 1973. W also
started using the Mahila
Samity Auditorium for regular
show of stapge drama.

The drama organisation will
hold a discussion to be fol-
lowed by the staging of fts old
dramav ‘Baaki ltthash’ on the
iy, |
Fi
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