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should like to extend the High
Commission's greetings lo all Australians

living and working in Bangladesh. Australia
has a good repulation in this couniry, due

On the occasion of Australia Day, I

la

Bangladesh.

1992‘

R K Gate

rgely both to the

I would also like o take this occasion (o
extend the best wishes o] the High
Commission and Australians in Bangladesh
lo all our Bangladesh friends, both here
and abroad. Australian Ministers were glad
| to receive Mr Md Salfur Rahman.* Minister

-4 Jor Finance, when he visiled Australia in

We look forward to another useful year
of work in this country.

High Commissioner Jor Australia in Dhaka

Natural Beauty is Australia's

Great Tourist Drawcard

rithge List.

Australia now has ten of
these wilderness giants, the
latest being Fraser island off
the Queensland coast inscribed

in December 1992. All of them -

are spectacular and fascinating.

The list of ten co
Lthe marine wonderland of the
Greal Barrier Reefl: - Uluru
National Park in the arid heart
of Australia with'its red mono-
lith, Ayers Rock: the million

Northern Australia with its

aweinspiring . sandstone
escarpments; Shark in
Western Australia, known to
lourists for the bottle-nosc
dolphins of Monkey Mia; the
wet tropical raimforests of
Queensland, the Lord Howe
island Group off the New
South® Wales coast; the east
coast lemperate rainforesis of
northcrn New South Wales;
and Lhe latest. Fraser Island off
the Queensland coast.

All ‘of them cater for
lourists through tours which
give visilors the best possible
chance to ecxperience Lhe
wonder and beauty of these’
natural .

Under the World Heritage
Convention Australia is com-
“mitted to ensuring the conscr-
vation of World Herilage
places for future generations
and all the properties have
managcmenl programs in
place to protect them and en-
sure their survival, Visitors arc
asked, therefore, 1o respect
the places they visit, leaving,
as the brochures say, only .
footprints and taking only
memorics and photographs.

The GCreat Barrier Reel,
where the visitor can sce part
of the world's largest and most
complex Hving coral recf sys-
lem, is a maze ol reels and is-
lands stretching 2000km
along the Queensland coast
and covering ncarly 35 million
hectares. Its 2900 individual
recls harbour more than 1600
spuctes of fish, more than 400
species of coral, 4000 species
of molluse, 242 species of
birds and an enormous array of
other marine life. The Reef
provides major [ceding

grounds for large populations
of dugong, an endangered

rcbi,'nnd nesting grounds
world significance for the
endangered green and logger-
head turtles. It is also a breed-
ﬁ area for humpback whales

ich . come from the

Aptarctic to give birth to their
in the warm reef watcers,

The Great Barrier Reel was,

on 26 Oclober 1981, the first
Australian area inscribed on
the World Herftage List. Its wa-
ters and reefs are now admin-
isteretl by the Great Barrfer .
Reel Marine Park Authority
and the Quecnsland National
Parks and Wildlife Service, The
_ t of the Marine Park is
: on conservation of the
Reef while allowing reasonable
use for tourism, fishing, boat-
ing, diving and research
are many ways Visi-
iors can cxperience the Reef,
eraising by off the main-
or the and anchor-
over the reel, for example.
for ease of access, visitors
take of the two
¥ coral cay . Green
‘in the north and Heron
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Island fn the south.

Green Island is a short boat
trip oul of Cairns, one of the
northern international gate-
ways o Australia. Visilors can
sce the marine life from a
glass-bottom boat, or a semi-
submersible boat and then
spend some 40 minutes walk-
ing around the island itsclf —
all in a day’s visit [rom a Cairns
hotel.

At the other, southern, ex-

- treme of the Reel is Heron

[sland, another coral cay,
where visitors can stay as long
as they wish to enjoy the ex-
“F‘hn‘] 'mtu n
reel walkir

nautical miles from Gladstone
and is rcached by boat or heli-
copler, Apart from the marine
ltfe it is a haven for sea birds
including the wedge-tailed
mutlon birds which migrate
from Siberia between October
and May (o burrow in the sand
and nest It is also the site of a
protected turtle hatchery
where,  from October to
the turtles heave
ashore, bury their eges and re-
turn 1o the sea, leaving the
hatehlings to break through
the sand and scamper into the
waler eight to 10 weeks later,
The Kakadu National Park
in Australia’s northern tropical
extremes is 120km east of
Darwin. It encompasses
1307340ha of escarpments,
Moodplains, lagoons; rivers
teeming with wild life. It con-
lains about one third of the
bird species recorded in
Australia including some en-.
dangered - species. Its greal
cultural significance lies in the
ancient Aboriginal sites and
the large rock art galleries up
to 18000 year old. .
International visitors to the

park more often come via

Darwin by road or by small air-
crafl, as part of tours of varying’
length. The main town . is’
Jabiru where visitors can stay
al the much-heralded Gagadju

Vista hotel which is owned by

Aboriginal people and s in the
shape of a crocodile. But there
are other places to stay both at
Jabiru and at Cooinda and the
Kakadu holiday village. Light
afreraft Nlights over the area
give visitors a perspective of
the vastness and scenic rich-
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ness of the park while various

bus tours take visitors to such
sites ad the Nourlangic Rock .
to see ancient Aboriginal art.
There is a wvariety of tours,

from spotlight walks fo see

nocturnal mammals te bird
watching sorties and boat
cruises. All of them have well
trained guides to briel visitors.
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Aboul 250000 people visit the
area each ycvar. The main
tourist season is from June to
October; before the wetl sea-
SOT.
In the soulh ol Australia,
the Tasmania, is the 1374000
hectarcs of Tasmanian
Wilderness, which rattracted
world-wide controversy belore
it was finally inscribed in
1982, 1L has been deseribed as
‘one of the last great temper-
ate wilderness arcas in the
wald.” 1L contains rugged
praks, buttongrass plains, tem-
perate rainforests, tall eucalypt
forests, stands of Huon pine up
to 2000 years old and some of
the last wild rivers in the

world. Archaeological sites
include

last lce "Age. The
Tasmanian Wilderness covers
about one quarter of Tasmania

‘and tourist operators can ar-

range from Hobart, the capital,
cither one-day sorties or 12-
day trips into the wilderness
for river rafting, bush walking,
scenic [light and river eruises.
Most of the tours are on a con-
ducted-tour basis and the best
months of the year [or
favourable wcather are the
Australian summer months of
January, February and March.
From Hobart, travellers can
take one-day scenic [lights or
cngage in onc-day rafting down
Lthe Gordon or Franklin Rivers.
The more adventurous could
join a 10-day river rafling lour
down the Franklin as far as the
junction of the Franklin and
the Gordon where they are
picked up by cruise vessel,
boat or sea plane. A solter op-
tion is a five-to-eight-day bush
walk on' the Overland Track in
the Cradle Mount Lake Saint

_ Claire National Park.

The most famous of the
listed properties on the World
Heritage List is the Uluaru
National Park, inscribed in
1987. Dominated by the Uluru
(Ayers Rock) and Kata Tjuta
{Olgas) extraordinary rock
formations of red sandstone,
Lluru atiracts about 250000
visitors vach vear, Avers Rock

‘is about 9.4km in circumfer-
ence and the smooth slopes of
the ‘rock rise to 340 metres.
Caves around the base are dec-

orated with Aboriginal paint-
ings. The national park, which

__covers 132566 hectares, is of

special significance to Lhe
Pitjantjatjara (Aboriginal) peo-
ple. In fact, the area belongs to
the Aboriginal people and is
now leased back by the
Australian Government for use
as a national Visitors fly
by domestic airlines to the
closest town, Alice Springs,
Sydney, Cairns and Perth
and link up with flights to

personal contacts that
have been evolved over the years among
individual Bangladeshis and Australians in
Australia, Bangladesh and in third coun-
tries and to the work that Australians in
many fields — NGOs, religious bodies,
comimerce, and development have done in

painted caves done by '
» prople 20000 years ago during
the

NDONESIA'S Kompas co-
I rrespondent  in Sydnwy,
Itatth Ilardljunn. recently
published a collection of her
rcporting with the powerfully
symbuolic title of White Tribe of
AskL
The ke underlines the Lact
that Australia no longer looks
10 Europcan or America for Hs
sceurily, economic, trade,
culiural and lifestyle cues.
While Australia is techni-
cally not part of Asta il is
alongside of it and uncquivo:
cally part of that vast crescent
of nations making up the Asia
Pacilic region.

The Australian Government
has made enmeshment with
the region a cornerstone of iis
policies with the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Senator Gareth Evans, saying
Lh¢ past decade will be seen as
a crucial walershed n
Australian history,

"t 1s a period in which we
sct about, for the first time,
scriously and systematically to
redefine our identity Lo give
preeminence not to Australia's
history, bul to our geography.

"For most of the two hun-
dred wears since European
sctilenient in 1788 it was Lhe
casce that Australia fought
agkvinst the reality of its own
gcography,” Senalor Evans said
reeently.

In embracing its geographic
rcality. Australia had made
great strides in becoming not
just a good regional citizen, but
also a cooperative and active
regional partner.

Australia’'s most developed
connection with Asia is eco-
nomic and trade. :

On one level, Australia has
been doing business with Asia
for a very long time, taking ad-

‘vantage ol Australia's raw ma-
terials during the industrialis-
ing phase in North East Asia.

Japan has been Australia's
bigsest market since 1966 and
its biggesi trading partner
since 1970. Australian techni-
cal specialists have long been
active in the region and many
thousands of Asfans have stud-
icd in Australia,

[3ut it took a massive pro-
gramme of economic and in-
dusglrial structural reform over
the past decade te make

Australia a much more sophis-

ticated and competitive trad-
ing naljon.

The Asia Pacific region, par-
ticularly North Asia and South
Easl Asia, has been ol central
Amportance in this strong
tradce push.

More than 60 por o cent of

Australian mcrchandise ox-
poris. arc now sold o Astan
coonomics and more than 60
per coent ol Australia s (o6l ex:
port. growth has occurred in
the region

Ausiralia now cxports more
to South Easl Asia than it docs
cither o the US or to Europe.

"This ts a marked change
from the late 1970% when the
EC share of Australias cxports
was twice as large as that of
South East Asia.” says Scoalor
Eviuns

"Of all sectors of our c¢x:
ports, pcrhaps the most pleas-
ing result has been  in
Elaboratcly Transformed Man-
ufacturcs which have grown
the [astest of all our exports —
more than 300 per cent
between 1981 and 19917,

Australian cconomic ob-
scrvers and commentators sco
a sicady growth in the futurc of
Austiralia’'s cconomic and irade
rclations with the cconomies
of tht Asia Pacific.

The Government has sup-
ported moves o orcale more
awarcness and knowledge of
the potenttal of Asia by, among
many inftiatives: ercaling a
major rescarch body — the
Easl Asia Analytical Unit.

The Unit has published
ground-breaking rcports on
the future of links with North
East Asia, Australian busincss
challenges In Soulh East Asfa,
future demand flor grains in
China, scenarios for change in
the Korean Peninsular to the
year 2000, post-1997 eco-
nomic integralion in South
China and other lopics.

Australia’s trade diplomacy
in the region was most visible

by Sam Leone

in its initiation of the Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) process in  |989,
bringing together 15 major
irading economics of the Asia
Pacific region in a cooperative
move to free and develop trade
in the region.

But Australias Hnks with
the region and ils desire to
play a closcr role in the area's
aflairs goes well beyond trade
and economics.

Over the period 198991,
Australia inftiated and helped
implement a Uniled Nalions
Peace Plan for Cambodia,
which currvntly invelves the
UN's biggest over peacckedp-
ing operalion.

"Fragile as il continues o
be, it is gencrally accepled
that' the implementation of
this plan was the only way of
laking.the intcrnational twen
ston. oul of the region's most
intractable sceurity problem.”
acrording 1o Senator Evans.

"AL the same time L gives
the Cambodian pcople a
chance ol respite aller their
appalling cxpericnece  since
1970 of war, civil war, geno-

cide; invasion and civil war
agin.
Ausiralian has scnt more

than 500 delence personnel
and oflicials to_help implemeni
the UN plan in Cambodia.

Australia has made a con
verted effort to build bridees
of goodwill and fricndship with
its ncighbours in the Asia
‘acific,

Australia has collaboraled
on fmportant fssucs such as a
chemical - weapons: regional
infliative and in encouraging
discussion on redional SCOCLTILY
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The White Tribe of Asia Comes of A
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in response o the unecrtain
tics wencratvd by the end of
the Caold War

Austridlia: bas, In recoent
years, obosed samie diplomiatic
missions 1 Euarope and ro
duced stalf o others o visible
I boost reproscitation or Lo

openonew nisstons in Indo
st China, Japan, Thailand,
Korca, Malaysia, ‘and Indo
C e

Australta also has-sought to

croeale stronger peoplc-to
people conlacts,
Most foreign tourisls to

Australia by lar are from Asta
and Australian universitics and
other educiational institutions
allract thousands of Astan stu-
dents each yoear.

Australia is still secn as a
centre of scientific and re-
scarch cxccllence which it
sharces through active mem-
bership of the Association for
Scicnee Cooperaltion in Asia
Minister Meetings (the last
ont hosted by Australia in
Sydnoy).

"We certainly see educa-
tional, information and cultural
programmos as having an im-
portant role to play in projeet-
ing a conlemporary image of
Australia in the region and re-
dueing stercotypes held aboul
us, and al The sanme time giving
Australian a better undersiand-
ing of the region and oursrole
in .7 Scnator Evans says.

With this in mind, the
Australian Government has
cslablished a number of foun-
dations to foster better two-
wity understanding.

These vover China, Japan,
the Republie' of Korta,
Indone s and Indfa — the lat-
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ler three being established in
the past three years.

The Government also estab-
lished a Council for Australia
Abroad 10 coordinate the activ-
ities of all government and
semi-government agencics
which are involved in promot-
ing Australia and tp coordinate
promotional activities with the
privale seclor

The Australian Government
is currently atming, through its
National Policy on Languages.
to increase the fon of
Ausiralian final year high
s hool students studying a for-
cign language to 25 per eent
by the year 2000 — with spe-
cial ¢ncouragement of six ma-
jor Asfan languages (Thai,
Japancse, Mandarin, Korean,
Vietnamese and

Malay /Indonesian).

"As we develop a closer,
more engaged relationship
with our Asian neighbours
there are bound 10 be particu-
lar issucs which case bumps
along the way,” says Senator
Evans,

"Onc obvious arca is likely
to be human rights. On the
‘part of our neighbours, it is a
matter of apprectating that we
pul lorward views on these is-
sucs nol because of patronising
Weslern arrogance, -but be-
cause we sincerely believe that
valucs of universal application
are involved, inherent in the
United Nations Charter.

"On Australias part, il is a
maltter of appreciating that .
most of our neighbours
strongly believe, understand-
ably, that economic and social
rights arc at least as important
as political and civil rights, and
ol emphasising them accord-
ingdly.”

Demographically, Australia
remains veryy much more
Europcan than Asian.

lowever, with the official
cnd of the mfamous Whiic
Australia policy in the carly
1970s, the Asian-born part of
the Australian population has
grown Lo 600,000 or 3.5 per
cent of the population and is
expected Lo grow (o seven per
cent in the next 20 years,

These fligures have been
boosted by the resctiement in
Australia of the highest num-
ber, per capita, of Indo-
Chinese refugees in the world.

The White Tribe of Asia has
come i long way.

As such, we are well poised
le have good and close rela-
tions with all ‘the other Asian
Iribes’” says Scnator Evans.

Ayers Rock to slay at the Ayers
Rock resort which includes
the live-star Salls in the Desert
Liotel, The "must” of the visit is
to lake the two-hour climb (o
the top of the Rock and re-
turn, (o photograph it at sun-
sct as the Rock turns red and
to visit the equally inspira-
tional rock Jormations of the
Olgas. Additional intcrests arc
Lthe Aboriginal bush tucker
(food) tours and, in season; to
cnjoy the short and spectacu-
lar Howering of the wildlowers
of the desert. The peak visiting
Limes are in the Australian
winter and spring [rom March
lo October, but overseas visi-
tors usually visit in summer,
Frascr Island: off the

Queensland coast, has long
beun known loecally for its cliffs
of mulli-coloured sands and
netlural beauty, and is the latest
Australian listed inscribed as
World Heritage. It streiches
122km along the southcern
coast of Queensland and is the
world's largest sand island.

Apart [rom its long uninter-
rupted white beaches, Fraser
Island is well known for its
majestic remnants of tall rain-
lorest, its freshwater lakes, its
high sand dunes, and abundant
birds and animal life including
Australia's native dog the

dingo. Il is also [amous for i1s
lishing and each year runs a
major [ishing compctition,
sponsored by Toyola. at Orchid
Beach. This year the competi-

tion will be held from 15 to 22

May. All the resorts have four-
wheel drive guided tours and
the latest resort, Kingfisher
Bay, has ils own ranger guided
lours. To get Lo the island,
overseas visitors go from
Brisbane to Hervey Bay road or
aircrall, lervey Bay is on the
mainland and caters for visi-
tors with accommodation and
day trips to the island. If you
are adventurous cnough you
can join a [ive-day horse trek
or a three or five-day four-
wheel drjve tour. )

The Wet Tropies  of
ucensland, inscribed in
1988, extends over 899000ha
ul tropical forests, waterfalls,
gorges, plants and animals. It
vontains a lving record of ma-
jor stages in the carth's evolu-
tionary history. Shark Bay in
Western Australia, inseribed in

1991 extends over 2320000ha

el includes a number of
peninsulas, islands, bay and in-
let s, ;

Like other world heritage
listings, the region's Nora and
Fruna is rich and varied. The
vislue of the Lord Howe Island
Civonip, inscribed in 1982, lics
i its landforms and largely
intact ceosystems. The islands
woere formed from submarine
volcanic activity and could be
parl ol a much larger land
mass linking Australia with
Malaysia and New Zealand,
Many rare and endangered
specivs ol plants and animals
arc also found in the rain-
forests of the Australian East
Coast Temperale and Sub-
Tropical rainforest parks, in-
scribed in 1886, and covering
16 protected areas in northern
New South Wales.,

All the World Heritage list-
ings have their own, distinc:
tive attractions and all have a
great deal to offer the casual
traveller and the visitor who
wants to learn about as well as
experience some of the great
natural wonders of the world.
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