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Time for Evaluating
Teaching

All the top people ol educational administra-
tion — we do not say ol education for very good
reasons — are for a 'betler’ system for students
evaluation. The whole of the society, literate as
well as the would-be literate, will be gratelul for
the realisation, although very late, of the need
But the tha iving should better wait till peo-
ple are sat as to what the administrators
think to be that better' system.

On Friday Ahsani Mission, the philanthropic
and educational trust, held a symposium on
Introduction of objective questions in the sec-
ondary examinations: Problems and solution”. And
to it the organisers got round the whole bunch of
the highest placed amongst the educational man-
agers — the minister, the state minister, the
«chaimman of the University Grants Commission,
the VC of Dhaka Untversily and others, excluding
ol course any and all of those who teach and set
and examine papers at the secondary level and
intelligent boys and girls passing through that or-
deal and articulate enough to talk of where
the shoe pinches, From the reports ol the
dehiberations 1t all seemed to amount to an
exercise in how to motivate pupils about the
virtues ol the objectlive questions already intro-
duced.

We had previously in these columns called at-
lenitton of the society to the stupidity of a mode of
examination that, everything remaining constant
41 some abysmal depth, suddenly [ashions star-
willahs by the thousand and [irst graders by the
leis ol thousands, more than the third graders.
We are gratified to lind that some of the remedi-
4ble suggestions that we had made along with
that piece ol deliberate denunciation have been
dveepted and the mode subsequently modified to
the benelit of both the system and the exami-
nees. Out ol that experience we want to venture
luirther and want to remind the managers that it
wits universal copying and their failure to cope
with it that led them to opt for the objeclive
questions and not because tﬁis type of questions
evaluated the students' capacity for lans;uage and
imagination, originality and a sizeable core of
milormation any better than the previous system.
The task was o cope with copying and deleat it
arid not desert the battlefield. %e objectives have
|heir in- built potential for allﬂwin{.{ the pupil to
jump the real test and rake in full marks. And
remain as ignorant and incapable of evervithing as
ever

Have the educational managers ever Lthought of
4 better or any svstem at all ol evaluating the
other party involved in the educational game? Is
there any system in this nation for teachers' eval-
uation? No, none at all. It is straightaway foolish
to want 1o test the output of a student without
caring 1o know what had the mﬁ”l been. The na-
tion is passing through a most horrible pcdagoii-
cal situation. Everything that is happening in the
st hools and colleges or to the exam systems is
being done to fit and promote thal crillcalli ill
siluation and not to improve anything in that hor-
rilic scenario. |

How we remember Dr Ellen Sattar's [rank and
racical position that if boys and girls have com-
pleted their ten-year schooling they should get a

ceriticate lor that irrespective ol their showing
at whatever kind ol examination. For the exams
dare there to test how and what they have been
taught — truly a test for the teachers and not of
;hr‘ taught. And how we would love to agree with
5

While the educational top brass are racking
their brains to devise instruments with which to
gore the young minds, il is time they spent some
ol their time and energy on the teaching situation
which isnt anyhow on a happier stead than the
stuclenis .

F

lance Writers

Al o timel when many organisations and even
the governghent seem 1o be running out of possi-
ble candid®es for one kind of awards or another,

it is good o have a proposal for a new kind of
honour accorded to a somewhat neglected cate-
gory ol people — freelance writers for newspa-
pers. A regular contributor to our Correspon-
dence column, Jamil Hasan of Dhaka, has made
the proposal in his letter published yesterday, a
proposal that deserves support {rom all, not
just Ireelance wrilers themselves who have good
reasons for hailing the idea but also from staff
writers of newspapers who might regard what
they call, "our occasional contributor” as their
rivals.

I there is some competition between staff
wrilers and [reelance contributors, it is indeed a
source of sirength for a newspaper. But they co-
exist. olten sharing a common concern for stabil-
ity and progress in Bangladesh. In this sense,
they belong to the same journalist fraternity, but
al diflerent levels.

Yel, in more ways than one, freelance writers
belong to a category of their own. For many, there
is no question of joining a newspaper as stafl
members. They may well have other jobs with a
decent income to worry about any supplementary
earming, :

Some may be a-little uneasy about adjusting to
the discipline of a daily publication. And, bei
senior citizens in terms of age, many may we

refer to stay at home and do their writing at

cisure on subjects they know best. In the end,
what they come up with may be anything between
worthwhile articles to superb pieces. Usually they
are wrillen in hand, in complex sentences, often
loo long to be published in a daily newspaper.
However, there are little doubts that when it
comes (o such topics as the ddministrative reor-
ganisation in Bangladesh, the weaknesses in the
country's banking structure or the use of English
in our educational institutions, a newspaper may
well turn to a freelance writer, be he (or she) a
retired civil servant, a luri%-furgntttn personality

from {(he financial wor or a former Vice
Chancellor.

For all their work in enrich the contents of
our daily newspapers, these {reelance writers

gain little recognition from the reading public,

o, the proposal [rom Jamil Hasan is both com-
mendable and timely. However, we must consider
careflully as to what kind of awards would prove
allractive — or even useful — to winners, Our sug-
gestion. word-processors and manuals on news-
paper wriling.
sional touch to what we receive from our distin-

guished contribulors from dilferent parts of the
coumry.

They would certainly add a profes-
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Iraqis Ask: Does Saddam Do without His Fillet Steak?

HE United States led
military attack on sou-

I thern Irag has leh

mixed signals among lragis,
suffering under the United

Nations-imposed sanctions
Confused, no one here seems

to have an answer as o what it

behind Western action,

People ask foreign visiters:
Is it to destroy lrag? To over-
throw the regime? To break
the will and pride ol a great
civilisation? To promole
democracy?

"When is the West going 1o
it the sanctions?” ask lragis.
“Is the US working with
Saddam against us?”

The devasialing economic
boycolt on lraq is on cvery-
one's mind — net only because
of donwstic hardships.

“The bilockade fs draining
the blood of the lragi people.
It doesn't affeet the men in
‘power. They have everything
they want — more than before,
Do they sufler? No. This block:
ade is against us, the peopile.
It's bleeding us.”

They point to fortunes
by a nouveau riche class
which has emerged here since
the US-led war on Iraq. They
note their ostentatious villas,
lavish wedding parties and
new Chevrolets brought from
Kuwait. "These are the war
parasites, vulgar and callous
pcople.”

As far as many critics can
tell from their back-row seats,
the President and his family,
the Baath Party and Iraqi mili-
tary are doing well, too. The'
parly may cven be growing in
strength, offering perks and
positions to ncw members at a
time when people are scram-

bling for any form of security.

“Do you think Saddam docs
without his videos and fillet
steak and chandcliers and
cough medicine?” His son,
Udad, is reportedly operaling a
highly lucrative import busi-
ness. UN imposed sanctions do

I ol biological resources

between North and
South was finally challenged in
the in FAO in the mid-1980s,
FAO discussions led to two
shilts. Firstly they treated all
genetic resources as common
heritage to be freely shared,
including the 'improved’ and
‘elite’ lines. Secondly, they
introduced  the concept of
farmers' rights. In the March
1987 meeting of the FAO's
Commission on Plant Genetic
Resources, Third World
delegates argued that if plant
breeders had rights of
ownership, control and
compensation by virtue of
labouring for a decade to de-
velop a new variety from Third
World genetic resources, then
Third World farmers also had
rights since they had domesti-
cated our important agricul-
tural crops, observed, devel-
oped and safeguarded the
tremendous biodiversity that
breeders and the seed industry
use as 'raw material’.

‘Farmers' rights’ at the FAO
were observed through the
creation of an 'international
gene fund’ for the conservation
and utilisation of plant etic
resources. Such a fund, it was
felt, would make ‘farmers’
rights' concrete,

Administered by the
Commission, and thus indi-
rectly by the international
community, it would 'reward'
farmers with programmes
beneficial to all. Farmers'
Rights, as defined in the text
of the International Under-
taking on Plant Genetic

HE unecqual exchange

The United States-led military strike in southern Irag

Barbara Nimri Aziz writes from Baghdad
has generated further confusion

among Iraqis. Some fear the West is planning to dismember their country. Others believe
President Saddam Hussein is in league with the West. While the elite continues to live in
comfort, more and more ordinary Iraqis are suffering under the UN-sanctions.

nol allect the arrival ol his
loadls of luxuries, peoph assure
you

"We are confusced. We don'd
know what is going on”
Saddany's entrenchment,. peo-

ple say, can only be with US
co-operalion. Why docs 1he US
not insist on clections in lrag?
Feeling is widespread that
Saddam Husscin could not re-
main in power without oulside

Iraq: air exclusion areas
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supporl. And Lthere I8 no sign
lo the public that he is weak
ening.

During the 1991 bombing,
top governmen! ollicials re-
treated to Bacuba, only 30
miinutes” drive from the capi-
tal, untouched. lragis remem-
ber that netther Lheir electrie-
ity nor water was disturbed.
Mcople say: "They (officials)
wenl on playing lennis: in
Bacuba while Baghdad was un-
der slege.”

It is suggested this could
only be by agreement between
the twe governmentis. The
same goes for the blockade,
‘because the embargo does not
affect 'them'.”

Besides the rhetorie of
party speeches and denuncia-
tions of Western imporialist
designs, the public hears lttle
from its leadership. TV news
reports from across the nation
are largely sequences of public
rallies in support of the
'resident, Newspapers de-
nounce UN resolutions and
applaud Baath leaders who vow
to resist and overcome.

But why are the markel and
hospitals depleted of
medicines? People do not re-
ally know. To many the state of
the economy is also a mystery.
The govérnment boasts in
general about new economic
planning, but there are no
specifics.

Farmers only know they

have no seeds and no ehicken |

fodder and no animal veeeine.
Offictals at the Ministry of

Agriculture and Date Producty-

on Associalion lend to avoid
foreign journalists, giving no
details about food production
plaans.

As. prices skyrocket and
familics scramble to pay 30
Hmes more [or cggs, meal and
other esscntials. meare and
more eduecated people are
foreed  to leave their profes-
sions and take up menial jobs.
Thousands have fled to foreign
couniries.

Many have started drving
taxis. Inercasingly Haghdad cab
drivers represent a - wide
“eross: scotion ol the capttals
malke population and ils eeo-
nomic woes, [Belore the Gull
war most families in the capt-
tal owned a car [t was Lhe sign
ol widespread middle class
caomlort and the general pros
perity ol the country.

Says a 30-year il Baghdadi
"As a civil engineer, | could
earn only 200 dinars & month
(now worth only 87 against
8600 in 19458, Driving a taxi |
make 4 000, Yes, this is my
own ¢ar.”

Farouk s an clectrician who
ts now driving a taxi to try and
make ends meet. 71 trained to
be an electrician. There is no
work and no paris to repair
appltances,’ he explains,
adding: "No one-is building
houses either. | was in the
army for ten years. Never
though | would end up driving
a lad."

The high level of edueation

3 of drivers makes them keen to

talk about politics, w
with forcign visitors, -
ation is hard to come y
Alternative sources of
news for lragis are Volee of
America and the BIC,
Students at Baghdad
University, like the general

public, maintain a deep suspi-

- Third World at Losing End of

Knowledge and Resource Flow

by Vandana Shiva

Resources of the FAO, means
‘rights arising from the past,
present and future contribu-
tions of farmers in conserving,
improving and making avail-
able plant genetic resources
particularly those in the cen-
tres of origin/diversity. Those
rights are vested in the inter-
national ggmmunity; as trusige
for presént and future genera-
tions of farmers, and support-

ing the continuation of their
contributions as well as the at-
tainment of overall purpasca of
the International Undertaking'.

The main problem with
farmers’ rights’ as construed

* in the FAO Commission is that

farmers do not have a place for
negotiating biodiversity rights
and determining patterns of
biodiversity utilisation. In addi-
tion, the contributions to the
gene fund are voluntary, unlike
royalty payments under [PRs.
While all these models dif-
fer in many ways, they share
the basic deficiency that farm-
ers and local cqmmunities do
not engage in decisions about
biodiversity, and transactions
of knowledge and biclogical
resources; Government and
non-government agencies in-
volved in collection receive the
‘compensation’ for information
and resource transfer while lo-
cal communities stay excluded.
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| Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subjéct to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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.'InpraiseufSaifm-
Rahman

Sir, The Finanece Minister
M Sailur Rahman said a few
days back that the Power
Sector Development would be
carried out with our own re-
sources even i funds from for-
eign sources (World Bank) are
not available. This is a very
welcome statement and we
congratulate Mr Rahman.
Recently he has also stated
that the World Bank does not
always endorse our national
priorities. This is not quite un-
expected as the perspective

~and’ interest of different na-
 tions/governments and insti-
- tutions are unlikely to be iden-

tical. However, with reasonable
attitude on both sides [Govern-
ment of Bangladesh and major
donors) we should be able to
work together even while
agreeing to difler. We must
work hard and try to convince
or be convinced in dealing
with the other side.

Keeping this in view, in our
national planning we should
sct the priorities after careful
consideration and study, and
make . every effort to reach
mvnlvh:m; al national level in:

the major political par-
ties and the peeple. The E-:y
the Finance Minister held
mectings with the cross sec-
tion of public, business com-

————

The current model of a free, unprotected flow of
knowledge and resources from the gene-rich

South to the capital-rich North and the protected
flow of knowledge and resources in the reverse

_direction is unjust and

In principle the FAD model is

more equitable, but in practice
that equity has still to be re-
alised by finding ways to
reward farmers innovalions
without discrimination just be-
cause t do run farms. not
multi-million-dollar laborato-
ries.

Farmers' Rights
The Keystone dialogue has
developed the notion of recog-
nition of informal innovation as

a means to further implement
farmers' rights.

It is recognised that infor-
mal innovations of [armers
contribute to increased and
sustainable production. How-
ever these innovations are
discriminated against by policy
instruments that have been
evolved to support the diffu-
sion of the formal innovation
system, in the private and pub-
lic sectors, both under the
Green Revolution phase as well

as in lhﬂﬁbl:tthmhg’ phanc
If innovations by farmers
have to be recognised and re-

warded, pluralism in agricul-,

tural development strategics
becomes essential. Farmers'
rights then become the real
cffective and active rights of
farmers to influence decisions
related to the use of biological
resources which are their
‘means of production’. These
decisfons include basic ques-
tions of ownership and control
over genetic resources, pat-
terns and criteria for their de-
velopment and use, ete.

However, no mode] yet ex-
ists which recognises these
righls of farmers and other
producer communities who
derive their livelihood from
biodiversity. The rights of
[armers, tribals, pastoralists,
herbalists and fisher folk to
the biodiversity that they have
conserved and used {rom
times immemorial can be ef-
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munity
[including those in opposttion)
encourages us to suggest to
him to think about the future
national objectives and take
initiative in developing broad

consensus, laking the opposi-
tion and the public into conlfi-
dence, with a view to motivate

and involve them. This is a

long term goal which may take
ime to malterialise. In my
opinion, fs not unachicvable
with an optimistic outlook. For
instance;, on the Jamuna
[3ridge, it is possible that all
shades of opinion would wel-
come a determined national
approach to build it, come
what may; with or without for-
cign assistance. s it unrealistic
or too optimistic? Let the
Finance Minister and somwe
others take the initiative or at
least start thinking on those
lines. We recall the bold action
of President Gamal Nasser of
Egypt for building the Aswan
Dam in 1956,

Habib Sadat Chaudhury
Gulshan, Dhaka ;

Happiness

Sir, Man by nature is a mys-
lerious creature. Once he
could Mive with wild animals in
the jungles. With the pas
of time, he has reached :
ern cities, and this has become
possible with the help of edu-

politicians "

cation. It is education that has
shown him the enlightened
way to go forward to the pre-
sent comiortable life from the
uncivilized one in the forests.
It is true that he is living in a
better condition now, bul how
many of them agree that they
are happy in the true sense
with their present life? A man,

~after having had all types of

available modern lacilitics can-
not-claim thal he is happy in
the real sense, Worldly  plea-
sures do not guaranice happi-
ness. There arise, thercfore,
the questions — what is il that
could be termed as happiness?

Where does happiness lie?
How could happintss be ob-
tained? -

Answers (o the above ques
tions can be given in the fol-
lowing way : llappiness is only

. the result that comes ovut of

good work. It lics in pure
thoughts, good work and ami-
cable feelings. 1lappiness eould
be obtlained by becoming a no-
ble person through honest
deeds, and by leading a busy
life. Happiness is touched by
the heart, [elt by the mind and
can be scen by the “inner
eyes”. Il helps a man to keep
him away from all troubles, and
anxietics.

Many m¢n say thal happi-
ness is something rare which
can neither be delined nor be
easily made available: Though it
appears so, yel man, who natu-
rally desires happingss, can
get it casily i he preparces
himscli and performs the re-
quired lunctions. There should
be a sclective choice, purilica-
tion of the mind, perfection of
functions, suavity of behaviour,

.__- = ;i;i T :

with performance of religious
duties. And conscicncee here
plays a vital rolc, as it guides
him in every walk of life. e
who responds 1o his con-
science gets the desired hap-
pincss.

A man, who has a high de-
gree of patience and is carclul
in every step of his life is never
deprived of happiness. Without
a mission or religion a man is
nothing more than a beast.
Everybody should try his best
to refrain from the harmful
luxurious life and lead a virtu-
ous one lto get the taste of
happiness.

F M A Matlin
Mirpur, Dhaka

Terrorism and the
police

Sir, It is believed that po-
lice and only police can get all
kinds of terrorism stopped
even within a few hours, il they
wish to do so. But our total po-
lice force. consisted of 77
thousand personnel, could not
do it. So some questions may
naturally arise, such as — why
does our police fail to wipe
lerrorism out? Il we look into
the situation, we find a lack of
professionalism in them. And
this is why they f[ail or don't
come forward to take the ac-
tive step beflitling them. Not
only this much muslt take
but, they should alse maintain
public relation, so that people
can help them providing in-
formation concerning the mis-
CTeints.
Mohammad Kamal |Hossain

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman |lall,
DL

fectively granted only if they
are allowed to participale ac-
tively, not passively, in deci-
sions that have impact on the
status of their rights and the
status of biodiversity.

The dominant model of a
free,
knowledpge and resources from
the gene-rich South to the
capital-rich North and the pro-
tected flow of knowledge and
resources in the reverse di-
rection is brazenly unjust and
unsustainable and needs to be
changed. It can only change
through a political process
which recognises the original
contributors of knowledge, and
genetic resources and respects
their value system. A world in
which market values are the
only values will impoverish us
all — nature, the Third World,
and the international commu-
nity. Te keep non-market,
non-monelary systems of value
alive, of biodiversity and
knowledge, and to subject the
logic of the market to these
higher value systems is the
real political task, for estab-
lishing rights to knowledge
and biological resources.

The recently signed
Biodiversity Convention is the
highest level international

treaty .on the negotiation of

these rights, though indirectly,
rights to biodiversity are being
ncgotiated in GATT under

unprotected flow aof .

cion of outside news seources.
Durtng what pcople call the
“Bush war.~ forcign broadcasts
were aislcading and  highly
propagandistic. they felt. "They
were full of lics about Kuwait
and they highly exaggerated
Irag s capacity. Later
E! newspapers cxposed those

. |

Few Iragis understand the
unrest im the Shia-dominated
south of the country. There s
concern about whe is support-
ing the rebels. How strong is
the discontent in the South?
iragis are worried over ai-
lempts by Western powers teo
add support 1o some southern
aspirations and separate the
arca south of the 32nd Paralicl
from Baghdad.

it will create chaos, they
lear. With the heavy military
presence in the south
along the Basra and Nasiriyich
highways and through the
marshes where rebels are said
o be infiltratihg, it appears
Baghdad is ready 1o flight o
hold on w0 the south.

More than five million peo-
ple, almost a quarter of the
population, now lve in the
capital's vieinity. Will they,
they wonder, find themselves
fighting on the side of Saddam,
involved in a civil war with

their efountrymen in the
south?
Under a crippling economic

and medical sicge, many lragis
are bracing themselves for an-

other military assault without
knowing from which direction
it will come.

Before the Gulfl crisis, taxi
drivers always turned and said
to visiting foreigners: "Wel-
come (o Iraq.” Now tLhey
nervously ask: "“What do you
think will happen to Iraq?”

— GEMINI NEWS

BARDBARA NIMRI AZIZ is an
American f[reelance journalist
and radio producer with

‘Pacific Network’',

TRIPs and Agriculture. Al
these models discussed could
be consistent with interpreta-
tions of the BiodiVersity
Convention. None of the mod-
¢ls however give eflective
rights to local communities. It
is essential that these interna-
tional instruments recognise,
rcalise and respect the prior
rights of communities of pro-
ducers and innovators, and do
nol merely nise innova-
tion and production when it
takes place undeér the control
of TNCs. In the Biodiversity

_Convention, the rights of bio-

diversity are the sovereign
rights of nation states (article
3). These need to be built on
the prior rights of communi-
ties who have conserved and
protected biodiversity within
national territories.

Governments of the South
can only be strengthened by
standing behind their peoples
and their biodiversity and sup-
porting and protecting the
democratic rights of diverse
species to exist, and diverse
communities to co-exist with
them. If states in the South
join the global move to deny
rights and to take away control
over biodiversity from local
communities, they too will be
weakened and will lose their
sovereign rights to and control
over biodiversity to economic
powers in the North whose
global empires in the biotech-
nology era will be built on the
destruction and colonisation of
the South's biodiversity.

—Third World Netuork Rxotures

Vandana Shiva is a leading
environmental scientist in
India.

OPINION

DESA: Organisational
Reform and Type

Dr M Shamsul Haque

Reeently, in your columns,
Abu Ahmad described as whal
should be our concerns not
that of the World Bank. DESA's
crcalion as a separate entity
Irom BPDB was intended Lo
improve its fipancial perfor-
mance. Separation [rom BPDI3
has turned DESA into a com-
mercial organisation. And
without making profit a com-
mercial organisation cannot
survive long.

In order to bring commer:
cial atlitude and behaviour an
organisation must have an ap-
propriate form of erganisation,
which for a large entity like
DESA is a joint stock public
linited company. As a single
unit. perhaps it will be too
large te be managed properly
to attain commercial goals,
given the limited capability of

“locil managers. Perhaps not

many people will be willing 1o
buy shares in DESA al present
sinee it 1s a loss making entity.
Initially DESA should be con-
verted into a holding company
with four/five subsidiary com

panics. Shares of these suh-
sidiary companies should be
gradually sold to employees ol
DESA and the public in gen

eral. The public must, how

vver, be given majority of the
holdings which will enable
w these conipa-

thian o e

nics by elected members in
the Board of Directors. It may,
however, take a long time for
these companies Lo cngage
sufficient numbers of skilled
managers and employces with
profitcarning attitudes and
molives. During this period of
trangsition the government will
hiave to ¢nsure a guarantced
dividends to the sharcholders,
To increase their stakes Lhe
customers of electricily may
be asked to buy ecrtificale of
deposils wilh fixed intcrest
like debentures, as it is done
in some clectricity authorities
in India. When the private see-
tor [the publie] gains econfi-
dence by carning dividends
and interest from the distribu-
tion of eleetricity, they in turn
will be coming forward Lo In-
vest In gencration and trans-
mission. At this Sstage il is too
premature to ask the privaie
soclor o invest In goeneration

of cleetricity.
The point must be under-
slood that commercial opera-

tons can best be nmnaged by
commereial arganisations of
the appropriate iypes. This s
certainly our concern and not
that of the World Bank alone.
Mere administrative changes
and orders by the minisiry can
attain very: little improvement
in ¢fficiency tn DDESA.




