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NEWS BRIEFS

Biswas greets
Sharma

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has felicitated his
Indtan coumcrpart [r Shanker
Dayal Sharmws on Lhe occasion
of Republic Day of India. In a
message yesierday President
Biswas hopcd “the cxisting
bonds of fricndship and coop-
cration belween the (wo
neighbeuring countrics would
further be sirengthened”, re-
ports UNI.

Khaleda, Hasina
felicitate Rao

Prime Minister Bogum
Khaleda 7ia and lLeader of the
Opposition in  Parliamont
Sheikh Hasina yestenday ol
tated PV Narasimha Rao,
Prieme Mintstor of India on the
oocasion of #is Republic Day . In
separale mossages o Hao, thoy
expresscd thoir confidince
that the existing mendly and
cerdial relations beiwoen the
two countries would be further
strengthened o the mulual
benefit of the two peoples, e
port BSS. UNH.

Nasim Khan
hospitalised

The chiel patron of the
Strandcd Pakistanis General
Repatriation Commiitee
(SPGIX] Mohammad Nasim
Khan was admitied o the
Rabita Modical Hospital Sundiy
with old-age aflmcnts. All
sirandcd Pakistanis and well
wishcrs have been reguesicd
o pray lor his carly recovery.
reports 155

1

e e ——_

REGD. NO. DA 781

MAGH 13,

1399 BS,

DHAKA TUESDAY JANUARY 26, 1993

Former Russian embassy offlclal 2 others held

70 maunds of gold

yesterday.

bhankia tlelt )l and aputh er*n:,p: umh Hu- *-uﬂ‘llfﬂi.,lwl‘id at £IA
—8tar photo

seized at ZIA

By Staff Cnrrespundent

Customs ofilicials Monday
aficrnoon scized nearly two
maunds (75 kgs) of gold worth
aboul Taka 4.5 crore from a
‘diplomatic’ consignment . at
the airfreight godown at Zia
International Mrpui'l (ZIA) in

" the capital.

A Russian nntiunn] and two
Bangladcshis were arrested at
the ?IA in connection- with
smuggling lht: gold, a.nid po-
lice,

ALcnn:Iing to a m.lsrmnm
source il was the biggest ever
gold haul at the ZIA.

The three persons arresied,
a Russtan Vladimir [. Lankin

Jand two Bangladeshis Ambrose
- Gonmwes and S M Ratan, were

detained at  the ‘Dhaka
Cantonment, Police Station.
Lankin, a former informa-
tion officer at the Russian
Mission in Dhaka is now a

‘South and South East Asian

representative of an export-
1mport firm; Peliservice-Oricnt
Limited, 'W'hﬂl.' the two
BHangladeshis Ambrose and

[Latan were employees of fwo |

¢learing and forwarding
agcnls, Nasir Alam and Co. and
Ms Shahjahan and Co.

The Customs source said
that on suspicion Customs offi-
cials opened Lthe consignments
in presence of oflicials of the
Russian embassy in Dhaka and
the' Bangladesh Forcign

Minisiry and recovered 640 °

gold bars each weighing 10 to-
las.

The gold bars were hidden
under black plastic adhesives
and sponges in the two con-

signments of video cassclic

recorders, the source added,
The econsignmenis were
sent 1o the Russiac Hﬁ*
Sev Page 12 Ool

Baghdad turns over list of
its N-arms suppliers

BAGIIDAD, Jan 25 Alter
mosths of balki Iraq has
turned over a st of most of its
nuelear weapons arnjmmnm
supplicrs, a top UN weapons
cxpert said Monday, reports
AP,

Maurizio Zillercro, deputy
chicl of the International
Atomic Energy Ageney, said
Irag submitted what it said was
a list of 90 per cent of the for-
cign suppliers and agreed to
answer gucstions’ about the
limt.

"As usual, we will pruss
them”™ for the remainder,
Zifferero said of the disclosure
that has been a H:ntr.ll UN
demand.

Tim Treven, a -puh:nman
for ithe UN Speeial
Commissign oversecing the

WCRPONS pl:ruﬂnn. said at
UH he ters thal i the

“}ist s not 100

per cent com-
plete Irag 1s nol in eompli-
A,

Ziflerero's ¢ight=man team
of nuclcar experts and tcam of

“ballistics weapons inspectors

arrived Monday at a time when
Baghdad is sccking betler re-
lations with Washington and a
halt to US afr attacks.

Thetr treatment Saddam
Hussein's government will be
considered a test of Iraq's
compliance with Gull war
ccasefire torms and its attitude
toward UN teams. Baghdad has
aceused Inspection teams of
harbouring US spies, a charge
denied by UN officials: and
teams.

Iraq had maintained  that
turning over the list of suppli-
vrs would violate iis
sovereignly over lmdin; rela-
Hunuhipn That Is the argu-

ment it repeatedly cited when
denying information on supphi-
¢rs to the UN Special
Commission.

Baghdad's sudden coopera-
tion could be a last-minute bid
o persuade the UN Security
Council to It sanctions. The
council was meeting late
Monday 1o decide whether to
rcnew sanctions. It reviews the
sanctions cvery 60 days.

On Sunday, US Defence
Sccrelary Les Aspin sald on
the CIIS network's "Face the
Nation™: "The is lo com-
ply with the UN resolutions. |
personally  believe thal ~also

‘mcans that Saddam Hussein

has to go.”

Meanwhile, Traqs depuly
prime minister, Tarig Axiz,
said Monday his country had
"never largeled” an  Allied

See Page 12 Col 6
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Partial hartal
in Ctg: None
nabbed for
Sunday’s firing

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 25:
Normal life was partially dis-
rupted in the port city today
during a hall-day hartal.

The partially observed har-
tal was called by Chittagong
chapter of the Awami
lo prolest against the alleged
altempt on party Chiefl Sheikh
llasina by unidentified. masked
gunmen at Sunday’'s public
meceting at Laldighi Maidan,

Ilowever, today's hartal was
unlike previous ones as party

pickelers or activists were
scen aclive at different
plau.:-s of the city.

Many shops and markets
stayed open while most of the
offices, both private and pub-
lic, Tunctioned during the har-
lal period.

A large number of rick- :

shaws were scen plying dely-

ing the hartal though mosl of
the other vehicles stayed oll
the roads,

. Train scrvices and [light
opcralions were as usual, con-

“trol room sources said.

Cargo handling at Chilla-
gong Port was carried out
normally while transportation
of goods to and from the port
was hampcered as trucks did
not ply.

Most of the mills and faclo-
rics at Nasirabad industrial
belts; Sitakundu industrial area
and Kalurghat operated. nor-
mally, sources said.

No untoward incident was |

rcporied during the hartal pe-
riod.

Mceanwhile, none has so [ar
been arrested in connection
with™ the rampage at the
Sunday’'s public meeting
organised by Awami Lcague at
the Laldighi Maidan.

However, poljce said an in-
vestigation into Sunday's inci-
dents of violence at the public

mecting, was underway to nab

the trouble makers

Sec Page 12 Cn]i
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'l didn't blame any party for Ctg firing'

Unruly partymen to
be punished,
says Hasina

From Staff Correnpondent

CIHTTAGONG, Jan 25: The

 Leader of the Opposition in

parliament Sheikh ilasina said
today
thosc of her party activists who
had violated discipline "and
gone on a rampage before her
address al Sunday's public
mecting at Laldight Maidan
here.,

Briefing pressmen this
evening at the local BGMC rest
housc where she was staying,
llasina said that an enquiry
committee on behall of her
parly would be formed imme-
diately in this regard to take
action against those activists
responsible.

"1 will spa
parly,
the

re. none in my
found responsible for
trouble at that public

that she would punish -

miceting organised by the AL to -
mark the commemoration of
#mass killing here January 24,
1988", she added saying that
"the guilty people in my party
must face punishment”,

| lowever, the Leader of the
Opposition blamed a group of
"masked unidentified gunmen”,
for the shoot out after her ad-

“dress at the Laldight

She alleged that

L'nmsknd terrorists had come Lo

the meeling venue in a mi-
crobus alter her address from
the western side dodging pa-
trol police outside and
made an attempt on her life by
opening indiscriminate fire at.
her vehicle.

llasina however did not

See Page 12 Col 1

'Hasina's statement

travesty of truth'

CIHHITTAGONG, Jan 25:

Minister for Forest, Fisherics,

Environment and Livestocks
Abdullah Al-Noman today said
that the statement ol Awami
l.cague chiel Sheikh Hasina
claiming an attempt on her life
at Laldighi Maidan here on
Sunday was a travesly of truth
and a calculated attempt to
conceal Lhe serious internal
bickerings of her own party,
reports 1385,

The minister said Awami
lLeague chiel, true to her
party's old tradition, had come
oul with a statement after
“iund.t_fs Laldighi incident,
which was misleading as well
as an attempt to divert the at-

tention of the people from the
rcal happenings at Laldighi
publig n‘lrﬂ:ling and its sur-
rounding arcas

Mdn‘:ﬂng a press confer-

¢nce at the city corporation |

conference hall here this al-
ternoon, Noman categorically
said that two rival groups of
Awami League and its front or-
ganisalions used cut rifles, pis-
tols and erackers in their
clashes during and after the
public meeting, which was ad-
dressed by Sheikh lHasina. The
rivalry between two groups of
Awami ' League surfaced
brazenly when Sheikh lasina

came lo address. ihe parly

See Page 12 Col 4

Dhaka may react

to Delhi's
statement today

B'y Toufique Imrose
Khalidi

The' Bangladesh Govern-
ment today s expected Lo
issuc a strong rebuttal of the
Indian government statement,
relcased Friday, on the Jatiya
Sangsad resolution condem-
ning the Babri Mosque
resolution:

Official sources indicated
thal the Dhaka stalement had
been drafted yesterday but the
government 'decided lo_delay
its release until today due to
Lhe Republic Day of India.

- The sources did nol give
the cvontents of the Bangl-
adesh government statement.

India yesterday celebrated
the Republic Day and Bangla-

desh President and Prime
Minister senl messages of
fclicttalion to their counter-
piarts, Both the messages

Secf'agclif:nll

LTTE hit squad 'to kill top Indian figures'

COLOMDBO, Jan 25: Shri
Lankan Tamil rebels have or-
ganized suicide squads to
sirike. figures in New Delhi
and ras of India to avengc
the recemt death of their one-
time deputy leader Sathasivand
Krishnakumar allas Kittu, re-
ports Xinhua.

Colombo’'s Inflluentual news-
paper The Island' | reporied
woday that the hit squads be-
longing to the rebel Liberation
Ngors of Tamil Eclam (LTTE)
have slipped into New
Delhi and the rebels are re-

portedly gelting assistance’

from Sikh éxtremists in the

Indian capital to launch at-

Hﬂ-pu-rut from New Delhi
and Madras said that the
Indian government has tight-
encd sccurity and a fresh op:
eralion has been staried lo ap-
prehend Stkh extremists in
the capital while the Tamil
Nadu polce has started o

~round up LTTE cadres in the

st capital and other arcas.
Kitiu, the Joermer deputy
reboel leader, and eight other
LTTE rebels died on January
16 when ithey blew up their
ship which was taken into cus-
tody by Indian Navy in the wa-
ters ofl Madras, Indian and
Shri Lankan authorities said,

ilowever, the LTTE argued
thit the ship, reportcdly carry -
ing arms, ammunition and
anti-aireraft weapons for Lhe
rebel group, was in the inter-

national watcrs when It was
intereepied by Indian Navy.

AFP adds: A serics of bomb
alticks carried out by a Shri
Lankan guertlla group rocked
the southern Indian state of
Tamil Nadu today, bul caused
no casualties, the Preas Trust
ol India (I'T1) reported.

Tl satd the Shri Lankan
Tamt] Liberation Army ([TLA)
¢xploded a device in the
coastal state's Villupuram de-

stroying a stalue of Mahatma
Gandhi, India's [reedom
champion,

The group also set ofl two
other explosions elscewhere in
the state, destroying a regional
olfice of Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao's Congress (1)
Party, it said without giving
delails of damage from the
third atlack:

The TLA in statcments lefl
behind at the siie of the last
two explostons sald the attack
was (o prolest the death of a
top Shri Lankan Tamil gucrilla
in an Indian naval action, PT]
Ridic

A friend of Bangladesh passes away in Britain

By 8M Ah

A good friend of Bangladesh
hais passed away in Dritain. e
is Str Cyril Pickard who
scrgcd as his country’s [igh
Commissioner to Pakistan,
¢nding his five-year term in
Iskuimabad during the turbu-
kent  Hberalion siruggle in
what was then the eastern
wing of the strifctorn country.

Sir Cyril died on December
26. aged 75, as reporied In a
delayed obftuary  just pub-
lished by The Times,

Hunnlitnp, the latc British
cnvoy's sentiments towards
[3an , the obftuary says,
“His cxiended five-year tour
(in Pakisian] cnded less hap-

_ memt

pily (then when he arrived
there). He openly criticised
Islamabad’s repressive treat-
of what was then East
I'akistan and was snubbed by
the Pakistan governmend in
conscquence, When he jeft in
197 1. nol cven a juntor official

A TRIBUTE

L — L L T ST,
wis senil o the atrport o pay

huuthéum-lmneqnl‘-n

fal farcwell.”

Thl: of Sir Cyril
as a sympathiser of the strug-
gle of the people of
had reached the journalist
community in different parts

of Asta. Many of my personal
[ricnds  in the who
came o Islamabad and Dhaka
in 1970-71 would call on the
Hritish diplomat and benefit
from his thorough detatled
briclings.

There was nothing unusual
about Sir Cyril taking the side
of the underdog in a national
conflict. In mid-sixties, he was
involved “in a crisis
between the Oreek and Tur:
kish communities tn C ..
His handling of the 80
“infurtaled the Greek Cypriols
that when Whitehall tried to
mitke him Hiigh Commisstoner,

Sec Page 12 Col 7

Steps to attract foreign
investors in EPZ

The sixth meeting of the
board of governors of Bang-
ladush Export Processing Zo-
ncs  Authorily (BEPZA] was
held at the International Con-
Ierence Centre (ICC) here
yesierday with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in the
chair, reporis BSS,

The meeting took a num-
ber of decisions to attract for-
cign investors in the export
processing zones.

The decisions taken at Lthe
meeting  include steps for the
e¢stablishment of Offshore
Banking Unit [O3U).

¢rmission for establish-
men! of advanced telecom-
municalion system in export
provessing zones and provision
of facilitics for uninterrupted
iand stable r supply.

The mecting decided to si-
mplily customs clearance pro-
cedure for investors in export
processing zones. Issuance  of

Mahathir
arrives
Feb 12

Malaysian Prime Minister
Dato Seri Mahalhir Muhammad
would like o haw a (rip to the
countryside for a glimpse of

rural Bangla during his forth- |

coming visit, rcports UNDB.

Mahathir is due here for a
three-day official wvisil to
Bangladesh, beginning Fcbru-
ary 12

The Malaysian premicr is
likely to be taken to Dhansona,
a hamict in Savar thana. for his
acquaintance with the simple
lifestyle of the rural people: lle
will be accompanicd by his
wife Dato Seri Datin Paduka
Doctor Siti |lashma:

Dhaka-Yangon
13th round of
talks tomorrow

COX'S BAZAR, Jan 25 The
13th round of talks between
Bangladesh and Myanmar for
repairiation of Rehingya
refugecs will be held on
Wednesday at New Clreuil
llouse here at 10:30 am, offi-
clals sources said totlay, re-
ports UNH.

Divisional Commissioner of
Chitlagong Omar Fatugue will

lcad the [ia h side at the
talks whilc the Myanmar dele-
atton will be  headed by
irector Ceneral of

Immigration U Maung Aung.

multiple visa for unlimited en-

try. lo the expatriates during
the two-year work period and
import  of three duty [ree
vehicles against the existing
system of two for the inveslors
were also decided.

Earlicr, BEPZA Chairman
Col [{IRetd) Shahabuddin brie~
fed the mecting on the ac-
tivitics - of BEPZA. He informed
the meeting that by March
this year Dhaka Export Proce-
ssing Zone authority wnuld
start flunctioning.

Among others, Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman, Co-
mmeree Minister MK Anwar,

Planning Minister Zahiruddin
Khan, Energy Minisier Dr

Khondker Mosharrafl 1lossain,
Principal Secrctary
Prime Minister K M Rabbani,
concerned secrctarics and
members of the board were
present,

to the.

| AL calls 6-hour
hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League has
called a countrywide six-hour

“hartal today to protest the al-
.leged attempt on life of its

chief Sheikh Hasina in
Chittagong on Sunday.

Scveral thousand AL sup-
porters brought oul a proces-
sion in the capital yesterday
evening in support of the har-
tal from 6 am to 12 pm. Before
the procession staried the
party leaders, in a meeting at
the Bangabandhu Avenue,
urged its workers and sup-
poriers to mak.e the hartal a
SUCOCSS,

lHHasina was {:aughl in cross-
fire by unidentificd gunmen
during ‘a metting at ' the
Laldighi Maidan on Sunday
during which at lcast 50 peo-
ple were wounded.

Al alleged that agents: of
the government iried to kil!
Sheikh Hasina butl government
said rival groups of AL fought
the gunbattle dunng the meet
ing.

Restriction
on use of
electricity

The cabinet yesterday ap-
proved certain steps restrict-
ing the use of eléctricity dur-
ing peak hours ol ronsumption
for minimising loadshedding
in the couniry, reports UNH.

Power pumps used lor irel-
gation cannol be operated dur-
ing the peak hours from 6 lo
10 pm and all shops, excluding
those of medicines, kutcha
bazars, wholesale markets
therenf and food shops, arc o
be closed after 8 pm

There will; hencelorth, be
no illhamination in soctal fune
tions during the pecak hours at
night.

However: the mecting ap
proved. iniuially. csome . lead

See Page 12 Col 8

Indians spray
chemicals 1n
Andaman Sea

NEW DELHI; Jan 25
Indian Coast Guard vessels and
aircraflt sprayed chemicals
Monday to disperse an oil slick
from a burning tanker that
was drilting toward a remote
indian island in the Andaman
Sea, reports Al

Mashed by slowwinds of 10
knots, the ofl has moved up lo
16 kilometers (10 miles) from
the coral reefs of the Great
Nicobat 1island, heme to
28,000 aboriginal pcople.  *

The Indian coast guard sent
two ships to the arca a day
aflter the Danish tanker,
Macvrsk Navigalor, collided
Thursday with another tanker
near Sumatra and caught lire.

A large amount of emulsion
has been poured by the Indian
coast guard ships angd by two
aircralt that joined the
operation later, coast guard

Commandant S I’ Sharma said

without claboration.
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Announcement

The inaugural Session of a 5-
day Regional Seminar, jointly
organised by the Government
of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, ESCAP and the'
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and In-

dustry on

“INVESTMENT

PROMOTION AND EN-

HANCEMENT OF THE ROLE
OF PRIVATE SECTOR IN ASIA
AND THE PACIFIC” will be
held on January 27, 1993 at 9.00
AM at NEC Building, Ministry
of Planning, Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka instead of January
26, 1993, for some unavoidable

reasorn.

Inconvenience caused is highly

regretted.
DFEP (G) 1298-25/1
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