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Engineers press for human|
resource development

RAJSHAHI, Jan 24: Engl-
pecrs al a national  seminar
here Sunday stressed the need
for developing human re-
sources of the country te face
the challenges of 1 21st
century.

They also called to direct all
scientilic inventions towards
developt the standard of
livi .

The seminar titled
"Development challenges of
the 21st century: Bangladesh
perspective” was o on
the occasion of the 37th con-
vention  of the Institution of
Engincers, Bangladesh (IEB) at
its Rajshahi centre.

Enginecr S M Al-Hussainy
presented a keynote: r at
the seminar held in three
scssions with an overview en-
compassing all sectors of dc-
velopment  while Igbal
Mahmeood, Shah M Faruq,
Amzad Hossain Khan, Q |
Siddiqui, S M Shahidullah, Md
Golam Mohiuddin and
Mahbubul Huq presented pa-
puers on varfous priority sec-
lors.

Al-tlussainy stressed the
nced for an struc-
tural transformation of the
economy saying that without
this the cou would not be
able to solve deep-rooted
problems of growth, employ-
ment and pov alleviation.

“The track records of eco-’
nomic performance that could
enable us te cope with the
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current. problems and hence,

brace us for meeting hature
challenges are not encourag-
ing,” he said, adding that the

16 per cent of export
did not tell fact that ex-
pressed as a proportion of GDP

actually dropped to 9.4 per
cent in 1991,
"Development depends on

 investment and here the gross

tnvestment declined from 15.9
per cenl in 1981 to 11.7 per
cent in 199] while the public
investment dropped n the
corresponding period from
8.7 per cent to 8.7 per cent,’
Drl said.

He, however, stressed the
necd for Bringing the people
and their interests to the fore-
front in the ecountry's plan-
ning, policy formulation, im-
plementation and administra-
tion.

Focusing on the roles of po-
Htical partics, he said they
had come oul with diffcrent
manifestoes but it was not
clear if those were the result
of any analytical studics target-
ing the clearly cstablished
need of the people.

"On the official side also
during the two decades, no
perspective plan for develop-
ment could be produced while
the [ive year plans remained
legends to be used more as
references quoted in seminar
papers rather than imple-
mented faithfully by the gov-
ernment,” Dr Hussainy said

adding that these did not cer-
tainly lend us the distant vision
to gauge tWhe challenges of the
next century.

Dr: Hussainy termed  the
planning and implementation
of dewelopment for an in
creased population “a daunt
ing challenge”™ and said that
the only way oul would be to
us¢ the increascd population
also to gencrale resourves o
mect the increased demand.

"A  major challenge for
Bangladesh would obviously be
to improve substantially the
quality of life ol the peophe and
attain a_ satislactory level of
human development,” Hussainy
safd.

e also said thdat mastering
of appropriale lechnology
would be inevitable to maintain
the desirable level of produe-
tivity, to- be competitive in
quality and price in the world
market.

Emphasizing on the devel-
opment of science and tech-

' nology, he said that the capa-

bility of lacing successfully the
challenges of the future and
the key to survival as well as
pursuing a sustainable devel-
opment to ensure a betler fu-
ture lay in the development of
science and technology.

President of the IEB,
Zamilur Reza Chowdhury, S'M
Al-lHlussainy and Iqbal
Mahmood presided over the
inaugural, second and third
scssions renpeu:lmly

TV camera in jail room
I want justice: Ershad

The reported installation of
closed cireuit television cam-
era in former president
General Ershad's cell in
Central Jail generated heat in
e Spectal Judge's Court yes-
terday when it resumed pro-
ceedings in the cofruption
charges. against the former
president and others in Janata
Tower case, reporis BSS. .

Immwediatcly afller the eourt
began ils proceedings with
presiding Special Judge
Ansaruddin Sikder in- the
chair, Advocate Yusuf Hussain
Humayun, defence lawyer for
the former president H M
Ershad infermed that TV cam-
¢ra has been installed in his
elient's jafl room M the de-
tenu's absence.

Deseribing the act as a
“violation of Constitulion”,
Advocate Humayun said the
move will record all move-
ments including privale activi-
ties: mueh to the embarrass-
ment of his valued client. He
sought redressal from the
Attorncy General and said such
actions was also against jail
code;

Ershad who was hl:l.:ning
stood up and taking chair's
permission com that he
is not provided with any
weckly, not allowed to use jail
Hbrary and given only onc
daily. He wondered whether
there was any justice in the
country as camera was fitted in
his room without his knowl-
edge. “This is violation of fun-
damental rights and | want jus-
tiee”, he added.

Responding  Attorney
General said he was not aware
of the development and also
added it is a matier concern-
‘ing the jafl authority. He, how-
ever, stated that "manpower
surveillance can be replaced by
electronic surveillance as is
the practice in mest of the
madern ns’. ;

" Referring to his recent vis-

. explained. He
even concealed camera is now
‘used in many courtrooms of

its 1o the United States, the
At General said federal
genit:nlinﬂu (jails) are using
lectronic survefllance for
“controlling the jail and main-
laining surveillance over pris-
Oners.

Discarding defence nhim of
violation of human and funda-
mental rights, Atlorney
Gencral saild jail code is*an .
"administrative guideline, not
mandatory”, he pointed out.

As for the infringement of
constitutional rights raised by
defence, the Aulorney General
said. "Constitutional safcguards
arc available to ordinary citi-

zens; but nol applicable to |

convicted persons underdoing
senlence or pumishment™ lle
said it is truc that fundamicntal
rights arc¢ not opcralive in
jails, although thosc arc nol
fully “demonetised.” In this
"dcmonelised system, c¢lection
surveillance is permitied,” he
urther added

developed countries including

Taking the floor once again
defence lawyer Humayun said
since” hearing on a complaint
of lack of facilitics and difficul-
ties of his client is lying in
High Court, such -action
(installation of camera) was
undesirable.

He described the happen-
ing as "unfortunate” which
would take away “privacy’
which is an inalicnable right of
the former President.

Special Judge Ansaruddin
Sikder remarked that the vio-
lation of constitution was be-
yond the jurisdiction ol his
court. He advised defenee to

submit a supplcmentary evi- '

dence to their [ligh Court
hearing on varfous allegations
including setting up of camera
in jail. -

T‘l‘m court will resume to-

Hasina in crossfire
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clash, police said.

The ecarlier ¢lash took placc

~al the meeting immediatel
before the arrival of Sheik
{lasina at the venue, police
said adding that it occurred
following a dispute over taking
positions in I'rnnl of the stage.

At I'.hc time cocktails were
blasted and people ran to
safely, witnesses and police
said.

However, people again
swarmed the venue to hear
Sheikh Hasina's address when
siluation turned normal. But
after the address of the
Opposition leader the trouble
resumed again sending people
scampering to
nesses said.

Some journalists who went
to cover the meeting were al-
legedly assaulted in the melee.

UNB adds: Giving her initial
reaction to the firing at the

meeting venue, Shetkh Hasina

said, "It was a planned attack

on me by forces backed by the
pre-
sscd by journalists, she did not
possibility of
involvement of Jubo Command
——— e 2

government.”  However,

rule but the

“&l’- “l- :

and BNP in the firing.
Witnesses said two rival
groups coming [from the

Khurshid Mahal Cincma and
Zilla Parishad Market arcas
engaged in heavy firing as soon
as llasina completed her
specch at about 5-45 pm.

Witnesses further said sup-
poriers of A B M Mohiuddin
Chowdhiiry and Akhlaruzzaman
Chowdhury Babu [MP), both
lcaders ol Awami lLiaguce,
clashed several limes belore
Sheikh llasina reached the
meeting venue,

Al one stage Bc;;,fu m Sajeda
Chowdhury intervened and sat
between Lthe quarrclling

| groups.

PM: Poverty circle
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Shahecd President Ziaur
Rahman in leading the country
towards progress and prosper-
ity and said those who do not
want the development of
Bangladesh had conspired
during the period. -
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7 hurt as JCD
BCU clash at

Beanibazar

From Our Correspondent

SYLIIET, Jan 24 : Seven
students were injured in a
clash between the activists of
Jaliyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and Bangladesh Chhatra Union

(BCU) at Beanibazar Gevern-

ment College this noon.

The clash followed simulta-
neous processions by the or-
ganisations in  Lhe college
premises. Jainul Hag (20] of
Chhalra Union was in critical
condilion.

In the afternoon, Juba
League and Chhatra League (M-
I} brought wul .processions
protesting the ol asd

The 1D ailso bheorght mi a
proecssion al the thorn head
gusirters condemning Uhie inci
dent.

Mcanwhile, several crack-
crs were blasted and at least
ten rounds of gunshots werc
fircd when a group of armed
young men attacked a saw mill
at Tilagar arca this alternoon.

The mill owner, an Awami
League leader, Azizur Rahman
blamed the JCD for the inci-
dent. Rahman's house was also
attacked. A case has been reg-
istered with the Kotwali po-
Hee.

Woman killed in

road accident,
one stabbed

By DMCH Correspondent

One person was killed and
another was wounded in two
separate incidents in the capi-

tal Sunday

An unl:df:nliflt:d woman of *

45 died on the spot as she was
run over by a speeding truck at
Kawran Bazar early Sunday.

In another ineident one
Abdul Quader was stabbed and
robbed of Taka 11,000 at
Dhalpur under Demra. police
station Sunday evening.

When Quader was going to
Golapbagh from Dhalpur, he

| was waylaid by some five mug-

gers.

Ctg BCL leader
succumbs to
injuries

CIHITTAGONG, Jan 24 : The
injured Chhatra League leader
Shakhawat Hossain Arefin suc-
cumbed to injuries at Chitta-

gong Medical College Hospital
this noon, reports UNDB.

Arefin, a student of Chitta-

gong Government City College
was admitted to the hospital
on January 22 with serious
injuries. He was allegedly
attacked by Shibir activists on
the day.

The Shibirites dragged him
down {rom a tempo at Chhoto
Kamaldah Bazar and cut off the
tendons of his hand and legs.

Fire at tyre
factory

By DMCH Correspondent

At least five persons sus-
tained burn: injuries as fire
spread al unlgrc factory at
Subol Das Road at Lalbagh in
the city last night.

Of the injured Ashral, 22,
Nazrul, 25, and 25

were admitted to the Dhaka

Medical College Hospital
{DMC11).
Wilnesses said that fire

spread in the factory when a
hﬂﬂﬂ exploded at around 8:30

pm last night.

F

l

thla‘!ur mumborl h'mlaht out a provession in city yrnt.erday marking it's 40th fuun:hng

anniversary.

Dhaka reviewing
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ol our policy and actions and
also 1o arrogate ftsell the right
to advise us on malters in
which it has no locus standi

whatsoever,” the Indian
statement said.
Observers here, however,

point to the fact that the JS
resolution did not cendemn

the Indian government.

The statement went to the
extent of saying: “We shall ...
walch and judge future actions
of Government of Bangladesh,
with due altention.”

Offictal sources here said

" that the New Delhi statement,

strongesl so far in terms of
contents, had Jost touch with
reality.

The international commu-
nity, they say, condemned and

ex concern over Lhe
incident. The uropean
Community, the IC, the

United States have spoken on
the issuc. -

The sources reler to the
fact that not only India, that
has seen violent communal ri-
ots killing hundreds across
the country but also thc sub-
conlinenlt and somg olher
parts in the world have borne
the brunt.

The incident spﬂrkcd ofl a
situation that saw, two days
later, the sudden poslpong-
ment of the SAARC summit
and then again, when violence
re-erupled in India, Prime
Minister "Narasimha Rao's
"inability® te attend the
rescheduled  sumumnit, )

New Delhi,. 'howewver,
backed out of its position a dn_v
after saying that-a vitfated re-
gional atmosphere in the al-
t:'-rmmh ol lh-. Ayodhyii disas-

—, Star photo

ter forced the secohd post-
ponement.

The Indian reversal of
stlalement prompted
Bangladesh to issuc a protest
and coldshoulder the visit of
the Minister ol State for
External Affairs R L DBhatia
who came as his PM’s envoy Lo

explain Indian position.

The row over the summil
postponement chilled rela-
tions and there has been no
lalk of the scheduled bilateral
meetings.,

The iwo countrics were (o
hold this month the long-
stalled meeting of the Joint
Economic Commission KEC)
and the Joint Commiitee on
Experts, a recently formed
body that deals with the long-
standing dispul¢ on waler

S-party demands
repeal of
black laws

The left leaning Five-party
alliance yesterday urged the
government to repeal all black
laws to. give democracy an in-
stitutional shape and also de-
manded ban on communal pol-
itics in the. munlrjr. reports
UNB.

Addressing a rally at Nur
llossain Square in the city in
the afternocon, the alliance
leaders also called on the
puopie to be united in the fight
against black laws and com-
munal forces as well as in real-
ising the just demands of
teachers. students and differ-
ent prolessional groups.

“for the first

*of the yearly

Foreign asmstance
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been able to muster a ;tund
amount of internal resources,

he said that the local Tunds -

continued to be limited.

"So,. 1 think we will most
certainly have to depend on
foreign assistance and we
would not be keen to ask for
lesser level of foreign assis-
tance.” - :

However, he hastened to
add that it did not mean that

h was not willing to
be economically self-reliant
and not trying to achieve inde-
pendence in the management
ol its resources,

Saying that the disburse-
ment level of foreign aid in re-
cent years have generally met
the internationally aecepted
targets and, at times even ex-
ceeded it, (}'l'j.m.lllﬂ'mr;||r said that
the disbursement rate during
the -first quarter of 1992-93

was the highest in the history

of Bangladesh.

e noted that the criteria
used by the World Bank and
others to measure disburse-
ment performance for food aid
were using 100 per cent of
the opening pipeline plus 75
per cenl of the new commil-
ments, for commodity aid 75
per cent of the pipeline and
25 per eent ol the new com-
mitments and for project aid
at least 20 per cent of the
opcening pipeline.

The overall disbursement
quarter slood al
618 million US dollars and the

jecl aid amount was 377
million dollars, which, he
pninh:d oul, was 33 per cent
cstimate. There is
no problém in the disburse-
ment of food and commodity
aid, he added.

The aid disbursement for FY
'93 is estimated at 1918.5 mil-
lion dollars, with 250 million
dollars In food aid, 500 million
dollars in commedity aid and
;:jﬂiﬂ- million dollars in preject

The ]'.'Il"ﬂj-l.{_i aid disburse-
ments, he added, tn FY '88
stood at 94.6 per cent as
against 100 per eent which is
full canformity. In FY 89 it was
96.]1 per cent, in FY -'90 127
per cent, in FY '81 101 per

-cent, and in FY hn 102 per
cent.

L, TS0, you sce lhe overall dis-
bursemenis compare very

favourably with our achieve-

P m
-'mtony that but alse with the
M'Lhnaﬂy sel Itnnﬁmﬂn.“
Hnw&u.. T Tioted  thal
there were some b-l'uin:mck.l

“quisittons, delay
ment of goods and services, -

in imple rtwnlamm ol projects
which slow down disburse-
ment of forcign aid. 3

lle noted that there were
accusations of delay in land ae-
in procure-

sometimes an abscence of for-
ward planning and some man-
agement weaknessces.,

"These have been generally
taken to be the main bottle-
necks on our parl, which we
need to overcome,”

lle also pointed out that
disbursement was also ham-
pcred sometimes by the condi-
tionalitics imposed the
donors and ‘even by the dis-
bursement limil sct by the
donor country. '

"There is room for im-
provement in the disburse-
ment sitdation and to achieve a
minimum of five per cent

growth rate it has to increase

significantly,” he added.

He termed the condltion-
alitics imposed by the donors
on the withdrawal of subsidies
from the agricultural scctor
and thosc on the cnergy sector
s

ing very unrealistic in the*
assessment of the situation and
the conditions they are pre-
scribing are not only unrealis-
tic but are also ummu*pl.:hlt

he added.
Wilﬁ more than 45 member

nations, Chaudhury said that
the importance of DI} would

increase in the future with the
changing global cconomic tn-

vironment,
Bangladesh, he said, ob-

tained over 700 million dollars
in loans from the bank over
the years and there were am-
ple scopes to increase the al-
location in the future. "It is
much more easier to negotiate

for loans with the IDB and the
| ment and spending policies.

conditionalities are not as
stringent,” he added.
Chaudhury joined the civil
scrviee of Pakistan in 1960
and held varipus positions in a
number of districts in the
country,
After

independence, he

~ held a number of important

position in various ministries
including commerce, shipping
and

He also served as a UN offi-

~cial at ESCAP in Bangkok and

was also elected the president
ol the International Maritime
Organisation, while he was the
sceretary of the Shipping
Ministry. He joined ERD under
the  Ministry of Finance in
190 4, (Detad of the incerview will

be published soon.) A

ir.
"I think the donors are be- |

| will be held in July

-‘Mass Upsurge
Day observed
By Staff Correspondant

Different  political parties
and student or isations,
Sunday obscrved the 24th an-
niversary ol the historic mass
upsurge with a renewed call to
root oul any form of autocracy
from the couantry.

The Five-party Allance held
a public rally in front of GPPO
while the student groups
brought oul procissions on
Dhaka Urfiversily campus.,

Hasanul luq Inu of JSD
presided over the rally ad-
dressed among others, by
Nirmal Sen, Bimal Diswas, A F
M Mahbubul Huq and Abdullah
Sarker.

that the demo-

Inu alleged

cratically elected government
was now stuck in a autocratic

framework and was ruling the
country like autocrat.

He called for wider unity to
change this "autocratic struc-
ture”.

The day is being observed
since 1969 when the anti-Ayub
movement culminated to the
mass upsurge ousting the then
dictatorial rule in the erst-
while East Pakistan.

Matiur, a student of Class

Nine of Nabakumar Institution
of Dhaka city
were killed in police (iring on

the day.

Our DU Correspundent adds
CSLOdern! organmsilons l'rrnughl
ol processione: . hold pal s
hew an the DYRGLy "undrsily
e e 8 oy sty et e e g e
the ‘.'hu: Fpsurge Day

The pro Awami Leaguc
Chhatta laague M:1) held a

rally at the hpu.rﬂjuu Bangla of
the DU yesterday morning.

The rally addressed by the
BCL ( M-l leaders Igbalur
Rahim and Pankaj Nath.

The Ganatantrik Chhatra -

Oikya [GCO) also brought out a
procession and held a rally at

{ the Aparajeo Bangla yesterday

noon. ‘
The GCO rally was ad-
dressed by  Sajjad Zahir

Chandan and Ragib Ahsan
Munna with Abul Kalam Azad
in the chair.

JP women
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marchoers.
"Most of the proeessionists
fled after the police action but

some 10 to 12 women pushed

aside the police and continued
the march to the Press Club.

Nuring the scullle, sarces of

two women were torn and the
JP women alleged that “police
assaulted them to stop the
procession.”

~The processionists werce
demanding immediate releasc
their jailed party chiel 1IM
Ershad and ‘denouneing al-
leged harassnwnl to them.

The f[emale wing ol the

Party will hold a press confer-
cnce Monday on the incident.

From Page 1 Col 2
born Director General of FAO.
A council meeting of FAO
during
which the candidates would be
short-listed, the sourccs
added,

Saouma wﬂl- be completing

| an unprecedented third con-

stcutive term as the Director
General of FAO later this year.
A controversial personality

for his somewhat authoritative

style, Saouma has been under
slrong criticism of several
Western ndtions, including the
United States, for his recruit-

Apart from Bangladesh,
Chile, Australia, Germany,
Ircland and India will also put
up candidates for the post.

Al the moement the chances
of Ahmed of being clected 1o
the top-most post in the UN
system are considered moder-
ale.

Some observers believe that
the European countries would

be trying hard to capture this

important post.

Meanwhile, the Australian
candidate recently wvisited
vt iglagesh to campaign for his
candidature.

among others

&

b |

| among others,
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The Midnight File
Arms seized from Mirersharai
Jamaat office: 7 held

CHITTAGONG, 3an 24: Seven Jamaat Shibir activisls were
arresled and some arms seized from Mirersharal thana
Jamaat office which was raided by polive loday. The arrests
include president and general secretary of Thana Jamaat
Molizur Rahman Nezamd and Nurul Karim. Police said three
pipe guns, two ammunition and one cxplosive were scieed
from the Jamaat office, about 680 km [rom Chitiagong. The
police raid was conducted at | pm, reporis UND.

Zardari may be freed soon

KARACIHI, Jan 24: Asil" Ali Zardari, husband of lormer

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, on Sunday

I slamic

predicied the

government soon will clear the way for his rclcase

from jafl. "My first priority will be to bridge the gap with my
children,” Zardari told The Associdied Press during a recess

at his bail hearing. “Twenty months is a long time In prison

and | have hardly sperit any time with my children,”

waid

Zardari. He apd Bhutio have a 4-year-old son, Bilawal, and a 3-

year-old daughter, Bakhtawar,

Hasina : Terrorism
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al risk.
She blamed the BNP gov

crnment for unleashing such’

lerrorism.

Shcikh Hasina said that the
BNP had made [alse pledges 1o
the people before to

power and [ailed to fulfil its
pre-clection commitments.

As a result the poor people
of the country- were getting
poorer day by day, she added
saying that the BNP govern-
mend also fafled to sa
the interests of the [armers
rnd I.all'lng masscs of the coun-

pk: arc sulffering

!'rum frustration as their

opcs and aspirations for

which they voled BNP to

power, are not at all fulfilled”
she added.

Ideing critical Sheikh Hasina
said that Prime Minister
Begum Khaléda Zia had intro-
duccd her policy of "Dal-Dhat”

‘instecad of “fish-and rice” the

fnud of the

common
I

The whole adminfstration of
the country has been messed
up by her wrong policy” lasina
séudd.

She also alleged that the
mitusters 4 the NP riy-
mwnl had largely indulged in
vorraplion w Gilten their bank
halanees while the puckets of
the general publie members
were gelling emptier,

The Awami Le e chief
called upon the people to be
united under the umbrella of
her party 1o wage a movement
for the achievement of eco-
nomic emancipation.

She informed that her party
had already taken some
changed economic pro-

.grammes to turn the country

into a sclf-reliant one in near

-future.

llasina reiterated her call

for cstablishing the ideals and

rinciples ol her assassinated
ather Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, in the country to
matertalise his dream of
"Soner Bangla”,

Presided over by city Awami
League president M A Mannan,
the meeiing was addressed,
by Sajeda
Chowdhury. MP, Mozallar
lossain Paltu, Obaidul Kader,
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhun

. MP, Ataur Rahman Khan a

AIM Mohiuddin Chowdhury.
UNB adds: Accusing the
government of patronising the
lackeys of autocracy, Sheikh
Hasina saild the government

Children
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membrane over eye,

President Biswas said thal
al present there were 15 lakh
blind people in the country. -

Among an estimal 30
million blind people in the
world, ‘80 per cent live in the
developing countries, he said.

The President said that the
number of blind in the devel-

oping countries could be ten

limes higher than in the de-
veloped states.

Blindness is related 1o
poverty, he pointed out. Poor
dict,
walcr, absence of proper
health services and sanitation
systems were the main causes,

- he added. -

President Biswas said Lhat
80 per cent of blindness could
be prevented or cured. The
government and the NGOs

must put in their best efforts

to avert Lthe situation, he said.
The President hoped that
the APAO congress would con-
tribute greatly o eradicate
hlindness in the Asia-Pacilic

region.
APAO President Professor
Saiichi Mishima, Sccretary

General Prof M Arthur Lim,
President of the l4ith con-
gress of APAO Prof .M A Matin
and Vice-Presidents Prof M
Mustafizur Rahman, and Dr
Rabiul Hossain alse spoke at
the opening ceremony of (he
five-day congress, first of fis
kind in the country.

At the opening ceremony,
the Jose Rizal Medal, the
highest honour bestowed by
the APAO, was conferred upon
Prof M A Matin for his out-
standing contribution te the
ficld of Ophthalmology.

A total ol 400 eminent eye
doectors from home and abroad
are laking part in the

congress,

ernment for its faihure

lack of pure drinking -

promoled Police Commi-

the nt”, she alleged.

1'I§r. oppesition |cader
called the rgcent Halishahar
incident a “terrible” one and
alleged that government had
failed 10 take any punflive ac-
tion against persons responsd-
ble for the inctdent.

“The government is

politics with the disircssed

. people of Halishahar,” she said.

i did

of

port city ol Chillagong.

T‘ht Hnrmtfu{ DBridge was not

constructed even two years al-

ler the cyclone that damaged
it, she added.

In this conlext, she said the
Bangabandhu government had
recconstructed about 750
bridges in the war ravaged
country.

Earlier, the Awami Leaguc
lcader addressed a mecting of
lawyers at the auditortum of
Chittagong Bar Association,

She also visited the alleeled
arcas of 1ahishahar and talked
to the memboers of the affected
familics.

AL : Hartal

From 1Col5
Working Commiltee muoeting

was telcphoned 1o UNDB by
Awami League presidium
imwcinber Amir Hossain Amu.

Deputy Leader of tLhe
Opposition in Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad described
Sunday's incident in
Chitlagong “an attempt on
party Chiefl Sheikh Hasina.”

Another report said:
presidium member Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury MP last
night demanded immediate
enquiry into what she called an
altempt on lile ol Opposition
Leader in Parliament Sheikh
I asina,

“It's yet lml'.hcr_ attempt
on her (lasina) life," Sajeda
who is accom the
position lcader told UNB
telephone.

*She (llasina) is under con-
stamt threat,” Sajeda said, re-
calling the police firing on an
anti-government procession
the Awami League President
led in the port city on this day

Hasina said
rnlhing for the deve

~in 1988.

- Sajeda Chowdhury said a
group of gunmen, their faces
covered wilth black cloths,
started indiscriminate [firing
and cxploding bombs as seon
as llasina concluded her
specech: The shots were di-

: recled at Hasina, she said,

AL

*What does il indi®ale, what

does il signal?” Sajeda ques-
tioned. She -criticiscd the gov-
lo cn-
surc the protection to opposi-
tion leaders and parliament
members. ;

She demanded that the
culprits musl be arresied aller
proper investigation and pun-
ished.

Press Note

From Page 1 Col 3
‘Jatiyic Sangsad and Awami
League chiel Sheikh [lasina, a
press nole issued bLHianry
of Hlome Affairs said last night,

reports 1SS,
P;"uiluwlng is the text of the

Press Nole: Wh Awami
Leaguc organised a publie
meeting ot Laldight Maidan in

Chitlagong yesterday, Leader ol ”

the Opposition in Parltament
and Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina was the chiel
gucst of the meeting.

At the bceginning of the
mecling exchange of hot
words and untoward incident
happened as two rival groups
of Awami Leaguers tried to
take control of the siage and
on the sitling in the front row.
At this time both the groups
resoried (o throwing rh-ltl
haﬂihhhml and

one slage fo
1nuruntlun of pnlil:t‘ iﬂd

lcuders ol both the . the
situation became calm I!ﬂ ‘the
meeting restarted and leader
of the Opposition Shetkh
Hasina arrived at the dais.
Chasing and counter chas-
ing. blasting of bembs and fir-
ing started again when Sheikh
Hasina was about o board her

car after finishing her speech.
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