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Tk 12,500 cr required to

Dhaka Day by Day

Paper with a Difference

“1 always want to avoid chemicals, and util-
This will, in the long run
| believe, it is not
very wise to rely mainly on imported materi-
* sald Sultan Ahmed. He is Indeed an in-
Timid, and frafl Ahmed wears a decep-
gucss what hard

is¢ local materials.
help grow our industries.

als,
venlor.

tive look. One can hardly
work he has put in for his innovalions and is
overflowing with many more ideas.

This 60 yecar old Ahmed is a cloth merchant
years back, he has,
by processcs devised by himscll, made paper

[rom Munshiganj. About 16

from ‘kash™ — a plant
which grows in abun-
dance on river banks.
With no formal tech-
nical education, he
also produced papcr
from water hyacinth.

Looking back into
his yvars of research,
it was understood
that this cloth mer-
chant has always |
been innovative. He |
also inherited book |
binding business |
from his lather. And |
this is what set him
0!

On a rainy day,
when Ahmed was |2
wailing at the door- |
stitp ol his binding |
shop for the rain 1o
stop, a wel. slraw-
board caught his at-
tention.  He took the
wel board home and
soaked it in waler, o
sirain the thick Muid.

This revealed the

raw malcrials used for this imported beard.

lLater the next day, he dried the strained fluid
gol a straw board once again.
slarted looking for materials locally available,
L his atlention.
which grows in abundance and costs
L for destroy

and

Water hyacinth cau
plant ,
nothing, is always

by Rahat Fahmida

than 22 ycars. llis wile and children were not
happy aboul the intensity ol his devolion to his
rescarch work. It so happened that once his
wifc, disgusted by his dedication, threw away
his work of eight long years. DBut that did not
put an ¢nd to Ahmed’s rescarch. He started
Irom scratch and it took him two more years to
reirieve his lost labour of eight years,

This cloth merchant's cconomic Hmitation
held him back from going into r?;fu scale pro-
duction and marketing of the products. A few
newspapers publicised this innovator some 15

years back, which
cdrew the attention of
the then President
Ziaur Rahman. Ah-
med said, he was
called in by the late
Ziaut Rahman and ol-
fered to support him
for setting up a lacto-
<} ry through Bangla.

{ desh Small and Cot-
Lage industries
Corporation (BSCIC).
Prior to this Ah-
med's products were
sent o Bangladesh
{ Council of Scientific
and [ndustrial Re-
search [BCSIR) for
testing the quality of
pulp, from where
they issued quite a
satisfactlory report.

I fowever, Ahmed
was not all that lacky
in the long run.
BSCIC required him
to -have a certain
amount of capital,
which was bcyond
- his means. After ap-
pm...u hing the president again on this issuc, he
was promised an anmwount from the President’s
fund to be paid to Ahmed in the next 15 days.

He then
This days alter -this meeting, the President whs as-
sassinaled. And ever since Ahmed has been

ing. Ah- praying for a miracle to really sect up a lactory

mid worked at it to discover il it can be a sub- for him.

stitute for valuable bamboo

OTe's.

Ahmed has been rescarching in this line and
also on some Ayurvedic medicines for more

Workshop on
‘Women in
Development’
begins today

A lwo-day inlernational
workshop on "Women in de-
velopment: Bangladesh and
Indonesia®™ begins in the city
Monday, reports [3SS.

State Minister for Wonicin

Alfairs Sarwari Rahman will in-
auguratc the workshop 1t a1 ho-
tel at 10 am.

The inaugural scssion of the
workshop will be addressed,
among others by, lndoncsian
Assistant Minisicr for Edu-
cation Ms. Sjamsiah Achmad,
Managing Director ol Grameen
Bank Dr Mohammad Yunus,
scnior oflicial of the Indo-
nesian national lamily planning
coordination board Dr
Srihartati P. Pande, Scovrctary
ef the Minisiry of Women
Affairs Enamul |luy and
Chairmun of the Center for
Development Rescarch,
Bangladcesh [CDII) Dr Mizanur
Rahmaan

Professor of Sociolegy
Department, Dhaka University,
Dr Mahmuda Islam and Vice
Chairperson of BangladesH
Unnayan Parishad Profcssor
Khaleda Salahuddin will pre-
sent the key-nole paper.

pulps as raw mater-
al for manufacturing pulps and scarce bamboo
resources may be conserved.

producis are quite comparable to the imported

-

His innovative

Now he is hoping o revive his programme
for a large scale production unit, That is one ol
the reasons Sulltan Ahmed comes to Dhaka
from Munshiganj, in order to work out a way to
reach his prayer to the prime ministcr. Once
he sets up a factory he aims to work and in-
vent various other products by local matcerials,

Seminar on private sector

The concluding session of the nalional seminar on Private
scetor growth, technology choice and investment in
industrial development of Bangladesh” jointly organised by
the government, ESCAP and BC| will be held today@Mondaydat
3 pm at NEC Block, Planning Commission.

Mahila Parishad rally
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad will hold a rally today Monday)

al 3 pm in fromt of Jatiya I'ress Club protesting the killing of
Hurj.lhun and communalism.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Central

The regular weekly meeting of Rotary Club of Dhaka
Central will be held today (Monday] at 1,00 pm at Family
Lounge Dhaka Club.

Prol AK Arad Khan, Director of BIRDEM, will be the guest
speaker.

Sramik League Council

The 7th council of Bangladesh Sramtk League will be held
today (Monday) in the Engincers Institule premises.

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina will be the chiel
guest on the occasion.

7 M Kamrul Anam, President of the organisation and

. General Secretary of the CBA of BTMC will preside. Awami

League leader Amir Hossain Amu and leaders of the
International Textile Unton will attend the council session.

Inner Wheel Club of Dhaka Buriganga

Inncr Wheel Club of Dhaka Buriganga will hold its charter
presentation and installation ceremony today (Monday) at 5
prat Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

Cdestruction of property,

But sadly enough for this innevator, just three |

406 cases under |

Anti-terrorism
Act instituted

A total of 406 cases have
been instituted under the Anti-
terrorism Act between Sep-
tember 15, 1992 and January
20 this ycar, official sourccs
said here yesterday, reports
B3SS.

Of these, 99 cases are for il-
legal toll collection, 128 for hi-
jacking, 112 cascs for creating
terrorism, 32 for damage and
19
cases for lcasing females, 13
cases for damaging vehicles,
two. for obstructing trallic
movemenlt and one [for ob-
slructing submission of tender,

Amongst these cases, [inal
reports of 60 cascs have al-
rcady been submilted,; 68
cascs are under investigation
and 261 cases are under Lrial.
736 (FL‘I‘.‘!{H'I.E have been ar-
rested and 278 chargeshecets
have been issucd on thg, basis
ol these cases.

The highest number of 153
vases have been instituted in
the Dhaka Metropolitan area.

] BNP to implement

19-pt programmes
of Zia;: Mannan

State Minister for Religious
Affatrs Prol M A Mannan yes-
terday called upon the people
to work unitedly to consolidate
the established process of
democracy Lo make il a per-
manent system ol government,
reports 3SS.

Addressing a cross section
ol people at Gazipur, the state
minister said the present gov-
ernment had been working

‘ceasclessly to change the lot of

the leeming millions through
launching country-wide people
oricnted programmes. lle said
the government of Prime’
Minister Begnum: Khaleda Zia
wnould  do everything to imple-
ment the 19-point pro-
grammes initiated by Shaheoed
President Ziaur Rahman.

He said, all people-orientd
activitics of the government
would yield good result ff
pcace and disciplinc was
maintained in every sphere of
life. Ilc urged all to rally under
[INI” to ensure a happy fulum
for all.

Speaking about the forth-
coming pourashava cleclion,
the state minister said all nce-
cssary measurcs had becn
taken to hold a free, fair and
smooth election. lle urged all
te keep vigilanl eyes agiins
the disturbing elements during
pourashava clections.

Too much of bureaucracy,
volatile labour market and ar-
chaiec legal institutions coupled
with high taxation and smug-
gling are blocking foreign in-
vestment into the country, ob-
served a leading multinational
company chiel yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

“These are the [actors for
foreign investors’ lack of con-
fidence in putting money here

. and confidence is the sin-
gle big word as far as invest-
ment is concerned,” said a
Hasnat Khan, Managing
Director ol Bangladesh Gx}rgcn
Lid.

Khan estimated Bangladesh
required Tk 12,500 crore in
investment every year to cre-
ate 2.5 million jobs annually.
The resource-scarce couniry
has no alternative to having

foreign investment, he said.

Khan was presenting a pa-
per on "Problems and Issues
for Promoting Direct Foreign
Invesiment (FDI) in Bangla-
desh” at an ESCAP-sponsored
seminar, The three-day
national seminar on Private
Sector Growth, Technology
Choice and Investment in
Industrial Development of

" Bangladesh is in progress in

the NEC -auditorium.

cence that we have the best
set al rules and
regime and sit idle . . . but
there is no. gain for year”
Khan, the past President of
Foreign Investors’ Chamber,
lamemted. ; :
Instcad of coming new FDI,

he said, growing dissatisfaction

resulted in withdrawal of scv-

eral multinationals which, he:

cautioned, would hawy damag-
ing adverse impact on future
forcign investment in the
country.

Five major multinationals
recently left Bangladesh and
rest are not expanding, or
even reducing the level of
their fixed investment, as, the
BOL chiel observed, "most of
them are incurring losses” in
the existing adverse invest-
ment climate.

Khan particularly held hu-
reaucratic tangles that deter
implementation ol policies re-
sponsible for the current
standstill. "Bangladesh is full of
bureaucracy.”

. Policies are merely docu-

ments most of which do not
have any legal backing, he al-
leged.

A worried Khan appealed to

the policy-makers to immedi- -

ately reverse the current situa-

incentive

create 2.5m jobs annually

eign investment.”
"Billons ol dollars are flow-
ing in a country like Vietnam .
. 97 countries relaxed regula-
tions lo attract foreign

ment, any delay would mean
Bangladesh left out forever.”
A number of sitling and re-

tired burcaucrats took part in a

parley .ol Khan's paper. They
didn't make much effort to de-

- fend themselves against the al-

legation of red-lapism.

"Policy formulation failed 1o
keep pace with implementa-
tion in DBangladesh, there
should be, less government,”
said Foreign Secrctary Reaz
Rahman:

Former Secretary Kazi
Azhar Ali suggested shifting of
some regulatory functions to
trade bodies.

Peter: Grants, First Secre-
tary at the British High
Commission, sald Bangladesh
regquired to reverse its image
abroad for netting foreign in-
vestiignt. He also stressed sta-

invest-

e Dt e

DG of ILO
due today

Direcror General of the
international Labour Organi-
sation Michel Hansenne arri-

ves i Dluhtnth'lm}
on nntwndny official visit to

Bangladesh, reports UNB.

Hansenne will call on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
Industries Minister Shamsul
Islam Khan and Labour and
Manpower Minister: Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan during his
stay, said an offictal an-
nouncement today.

The ILO Director General
will also place wreaths at: the
National Memorial al Savar Lo

y homage to Bangladcsh's

independence martyrs.

He will hold mectings with
the representatives ol work-
crs, employers, loeal 1LO staff
and project managers.

The visit to the 1LO exccu-
tive is expected to strengthen
the cooperation between
Bangladesh and 11O, the first
int¢rnational organisation of

which Bangladesh became a
member alter litberation,

bility of policies.

- "We suffer from compla-

tion ¥ “they really mean for-

President Abdur Rahman Biswas hnndednvpr Amn-

Elﬂﬁt
Eﬂhy Mﬂanll

cademy of Ophtha
essor M A‘Matin at

award. Rose Risal
Sénargoon yes:

— Star photo.

GOLDLEAFSHOHTFILHFES‘I'NAL,DI-IAKA

January 21-29,1993
Central Public Library Auditorium, Shahbag

Daily at 11 am, 3pm,5pm & 7 pm
Admission cards are available at Festival Premise

BANGLADESH SHORT FILM FORUM JOHN PLAYER GOLD LEAF

Apex Tannery Limited

65-66 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
Notice to Shareholders

Subject: Right Issue

The Company takes pleasure in announcing
that the Right Share Issue has been fully
subscribed. The Company wishes to express
its gratitude to its valuable Shareholders for
their participation in the Right Issue.

Syed Manzur Elahi.
Chairman
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Stop oppression on women, T |

| urges Mohila Parishad

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Mohila Pari-
shad. an organisation for
women yesterday called upon
all to resist oppression on
women. /

In a press conference al fts
central office at Segunbagicha,
General Secretary of the
organisation Ayesha Khanom
alicged that women were being
oppressed [requently in the
name ol religious judgement.

Referring to the recent
iragic death of Nur Jahan at
Chhatokchhara village under
Kamolganj of Mauli Bazar dis-

trict, Ayesha said that despite
the couniry's existing laws
Imams were

SOMme

giving

Tiotom:
BTV

Monday

5400 Opening announcement
Al-Quran I'rogramme su-
, Tmary
510 News in

525 Cartoon: | Wanlt o Know

535 Sports programme
H:30) n University
705 TV Debate

H-00 News in Banggla
B30 Apnar Dactar

800 Bhara Nadir Hanke
10:00  News in English
130 Drama series: Oshin

11:30 Khabar /The News
1140

1145

Nochangeinnighttemmratum f

‘fatwa’ to condemn women for
their ‘guilt’.

She said since a local Imam

termed Nur Jahan's second
marriage fllegal, she was con-
demned to death hurling 101
stopes on January 10 this year,

Ayesha demanded punish- .

ment to those responsible for
killing of Nurjahan and ban on
such ‘fatwa’.

The General Secretary also
referred to recent attack on
women and children on the is-
suc of Babri Mosque and Lhe
altack on the residents at
l{alishahar in Chittagong by

navymen.

She demanded compensa-
tions for those who becamec
victims of the incidents and
reconstruction of the temples
damaged during the incidents.

She also urged the govern-
ment to ban communal politics
tn Bangladesh.

In her address, Begum Sulia
Kamal, president of the orga-
nizallon regretted that
no political party had ex
pressed reaction over the
tragic death of Nurjahan “As
nothing was done on Lhe issue
we wnuld like to wake up

le thmugh this press

rence”, she added .
Ehum Hl*l.ultu*luryn Vice:
President and Baby Maudud,
Secrctary of the Organtzation
were present at the Press con
ference.
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By Staff Correspondent

Prevailling moderate cold wave is likely to persist over the
country for another 48 hours commencing 8 pm Sunday,

Meteorological office lorecasts.

Dry weather with clear sky will prevall during the period

while
office
Country

Celsius at lshwardi,

L temperature will remain nearly unchanged, Ml

's lowest temperature yosterday was 5 degroe

The sun sets today (Monday) in Dhaka at 5-30 pm and
rises lomorrow (Tuesday) at 6-42 am.

Temperature and humidity recorded in important citics
and lowns on Sunday were :
Cities /Towna Temperature In Hunudity in
degree Celsius prreeniage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaba 23.5 79 54 50
C 23.5 10.7 78 56
ke o 238 85 ) 53
Khuina 24.5 79 07 60
Bartsal 24 .4 72 8 5
Cox's Dazar 25.0 12.2 6l 58
Sy lhet 21.8 10.3 92 70
Danagpur 20.7 72 87 78
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JOHN PLAYER

GOLD LEA

presents

EXTRAVAGANZ

with Laser Light

Performing Bands :

B Miles
B War-Faze
B Poached Boogie
B K-Oz (King of Oz)

]anuary 28, 1993 Thmday
6 pm
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel
Poolside

Tickets : Tk. 600 each

Advance tickets available (from Jan. 23) at :
* Dhaka Sheraton Hotel
Tel : 863391, 861191
* Filmfair Video, Sobhanbagh
Tel : 314718, 316201
* Swiss Bakery, New Bailey Road
Tel : 834121
* Rainbow, New Elephant Road

®
Organised by : w




