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NEWS BRIEFS

Bank Rate
lowered
Bank has low-
cred the bank Rate o 8 per
cent from 8.5, said a BD press

relcase yesterday. The new
ralc look ellect from yesicr-

day, rcports [15S.

Modhu Mela in
Sagardari today

"Modhu Mela (fair] In ob-
servance of the 170th birth
day of Poet Michac! Mad:
husudan Dutta will be held at
Sagardari in Keshabpur thana
of Jessore district today. Social
Wellare and Women's Affairs
Minister Tariqul Islam will
formally inaugurate the mcla
while Jule Minisicr ASM
Hannan Shah will attend as the

chicl guest, reports BSS.

PM's ‘'mass mntm‘-

programme

BOGRA, Jan 24: Primcd
Minister DBegum Khaleda Zia

Loday thousands of
vilkyiers n she undcertook a
iwo-hour 'mass contact pro

gramme’ in different arcas of
Amrul, Chopinagar and Kho-
tLapara undons in Gabtali Than:
of the district. Begum Zia, who
concluded her two-day hectic
programmes in (wo northern
districts of the country today,
vcovered about 36 kilometres at
Mazira, Aaria Bazar, Amiul
Demarani, Brikhustia, Bihi-

. Duflla and
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50 injured : AL chief blames govt
Hasina in crossfire
at Laldighi Maidan

CHITTAGONG, Jan 24: At
least 50 persons were injured,
most of them with bullets, as
violence before and alter ad-
dress of Sheikh Hasina, the
Ilcader of the Opposition in
parliament, marred a public
meceting here today alternoon,
wilnesses and police said,

The injured included three

police personnel who were

admitted to the police hospital
while the others were rushed
to. the Chittagong Medical
College Hospital and %ocal clin-
ics,- doctors said.

Sheikh Hasina was rescued
by pelice and taken to safety at
the EH:'jB,{‘!. nt Chittagong Mctro
palitan Police htadqu.irtt:rs

From Staff Correspondent ,

when the shooting sprec be-
gan alter her address at the
largely attended public: moect-
ing al Laldight Maidan in thc
heart of the city.

The mting was organised
lo commemorate ‘'mass killing
here on January 24, 1988,

Sheikh 'l lasina stayed insidc

Press Note

A total of .16 persons were
injured yesterday as two rival
groups of Awami League lought
with arms and bombs ‘at
Laldighi Maidan in Chiltagong,
the meeling venue of the
Leader of the Opposition in

Sut Page 12 Col 8

police headquarters for some
time.

Chases and counter chascs
between the supporters of two
rival factions ol the Awami
League continued till 7 pm
outside the Laldight Maidan,
police and witnesses said.

Police and witnesses also
said the rivalry between the
supporters of the two factions
in the Awami League and the
Chhatra League Jled to the
clashes here.

The indiscriminate gunl'irr:
that beganr after the end of
Shetkh Hasina's speech at the
Al-city unit organised meeting
was a scquel to an earlfer

Sce Page 12 Col 1

Awami League

calls half-day
hartal in Ctg
. today

Awami League has called for
a hall-day hartal in Chiltagong
today (Monday) and 6 am to 12
noon on Tuesday (Jan 26) all
over the country to protest fir-
ing in Chittagong Sunday, re-
ports UNDB.

The party will hold
demonstration and procession
in Dhaka city and a rally at
Bangabandhu Avehue.at 3 pm
loday tn support of the coun-
try-wide hartal.

The programme was [i-
nalised at an emergency meel-
ing of the Awami Leaguc

. Working Committee last night

with Abdus Samad Azad in the
char,

Awami League Chiel Sheikh
has cancelled all her pro-
grammes on January 26 and
27. She was scheduled to tour
to Rajshahi, Rohanpur, Natore
and Gurudaspur on these days:

The decisions of the

Sec Page 12 Col 8
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Pn'luv obstructing JP women Pi‘tl.t"trhlnﬂlﬂtﬁ in city yr-ﬂt-rda"r

WASIIINGTON, Jan 24: A
US Navy jet bombed a radar
site in southern lraq on

Saturday aficr apparently being

fired on by lragi anti-aircraft

| guns in the third such incident
| in three days,

the Defence
Depariment said, reports
Hoeuler.

The two other

Dhaka puts up
candidate for
post of FAO DG

Star Report

Bangladesh has put up
Salahuddin Ahmed, presently
the Deputly Excculive Direclor
of the World Food Programme
(WFT’]. as its candidate for Lhe
post of Director General of the
Food and Agriculture Orgami-
sation [FAO), according to ofli-
cial sources.

The election of the chicl
cxecutive of the Rome-bascd
organisation will be held in
November this A

Ahmed, the Home Secre-
tary before taking up the post
al WFT, will be up against a
nuinber of other strong candi-
dates to succeed Edouard
Saoumia, the current Lebanese-

See Page 12 Col 6

jet and

B"aghdad denies Rmvmdnun
US jet bombs Iraqi
radar site again

Amncrican warplanes on patrol
in the ‘no-fly’ zone in southern
Iraq returnced undamaged to
the US aircralt carrier Kitly
Hawk in the Guil. ;

Defcnee offielals said there
was no immediate indication il
a laser-guided 1,000-pound
(450 kg) bomb dropped by an
A-g attack jet_from the Kitty
llawk damaged the scarch
radar that attempted to l:rack
it and two F-18 jets.

Clinton has been informed

" about the lalest incident, a

White touse spokesman said,
hut declined to comment on
whether the administration
considered # a breach of Iraq's
ceasclire pledge.

The Pentagon said in a
statement that a Navy A-6 In-
truder jet was flying a routine
night patrol over the region at
the time of the incident.

AFP adds: DBaghdad today
denicd provoking a new US at-
tack insisting it was abiding by
its ceasefire.

"None of our anti-aircrafl
defences openced fire or acti-
valted its radar,” an oflicial
spokesman sald, quoted by the
iragi Ncews Agency. "No such
incident took place.”

—

— Stw photo

| - Police siop I
women's march

By Staff Correspondent

Sonw: femalc activists ol the
Jatiya Party Sunday broke a po-
lice barricade and brought
their procession to its destina-

tion, the Jatiyva Press Club from

the Zero Point,

Nearly two dozen members
of the JP's [emale wing
brought oul the procession
[rom the Muktangon area at
around noon and staried
marching lowards the Press
Club via Zero Point. Police then
moved: in to step the

See Page 12 Col 8

10 get ten yrs
- Rl under

anti-terrorism law

CHITTAGONG, Jan 24: Abu
Baker Siddique.” Judge of the
Anti-terrorist Tribunal here
toclay sentenced 10 persons to
10 years Rigorous Impri-
sonment {I1] and fined Taka
5.000/- each in default to
suffer two yecars more R.l. on
charge of terrorist activitics
and looting, reports BSS.

The prosecution story is
that some 10 1o 12 persons
armed with fire arms and
crackers assembled unlawfully
and exploded crackers at
Burma Colony on October 13,
1992.

They alsb set fire on houses
and then looted valuable ary-
cles worth about Taka eight te
nine lakh from the residents of

L Burma Colony.

Enam doesn't see reason
for less foreign aid

By S Y Bakht

Hanghdtlh is unlikely to
sevk smaller amount of foreign
ansistance in the Immediate
[uture, despite increased
miobflisation of ({Internal
resources, said the oulgoing
Exiernal Resources Division
(ERD) Secretary, Enam Ahmed
Chaudhury, ycsierday

The country alms al
achieving at least a five per
cent growth rate in the years
O Come.

"1 think the need for a large
pipeline or for increascd
commitments would still be
there as Bangladesh would like
o have more than fve: per
cent growth rate por yvar, so
disbursement has to be higher
in line with the incrcased level
of economic activity,” he

added.

The longest sorving ERD
Scoretary, Chaudhugy Is lcaving
for Jeddah tomorrow to join
his new assignment as the

Vice President of the Islamic
Development ank (1D13).

In an interview with The
Daily Star, the lormer ERD
Secretlary also talked aboul the
disbursement situation which
he noted was notl bad at all, the
problems 1n implementation,
the conditionalitics tm
by donors and Lhe role of 1DB
among the member slales.

Noding that although the
government, very recently, had
done very well in macro-eco-
nomic management and had

Sec Page 12 Col 4
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BNP has established
politics of
terrorism : Hasina
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 24:
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina said
today that the present gov-

crnment had established poli-

lics of terrorism inste of -

that of development in the
country. .

Addressing a. public meet-
ing of the Laldighi Maidari here

_ | | organised by Chiltagong chap-

tcr of the Awami League in
commemoration of the "mass
here January 24, 1988
the opposition leader alleged
that due to rampant acts of
terrorism the country
pushed into a chaotic sit-

_ See Page 12 Col 7
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Govt firm to break
poverty circle: PM

BOGRA, Jan 24 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today expressed her confi-
denee that the present gov-
crnment with the people's.
support will break the circle of
poverty and march ahead on
the road lowards progross, re-
ports UND.

“There I8 no alternative to
nationalist forces for develop-
ment and resolving the prob-

lems of the people,” she told a |

huge public meeting at
Altafunnessa ground here this
afternoon. - |

The BNP government has
once again started polities of
production and the people will
soon reap the [ruils, the Prime
Minister said. I

Begum Zia called upon the
people to come forward and
involve themselves in the de-
velopment programmes initi-
ated by the government teo
mak¢ the eountry self-reliant.

She emphasised the need

for extraction of mineral re-
sources and their proper utili-
sation to strengthen the na-
tional economy

The Prime Minister listed .

different developmént pro-
grammes of the government
aimed at socio-economic
emancipation of the people.

"There is ono alternative 1o
industrialisation,” she said as-
suring government -assistance
ol lvans for small and cottage
industrics.

Begum Zia also called upon
the women to integrate them-
selves in different - develop-
mcnt activities and take the
opporlunily of loans for setting
up ol small indtstries. "The
government will provide loans
for poultry, pisciculture, dairy
[arms; gardens and orchards,
and other income generating

projects,” she said. _
The Prime Minister rc-
called” the initiatives of

Sce Page 12 Col 2
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JS resolution on Babri Mosque
Dhaka reviewing Delhi's
statement |

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

Jangladesh is reviewing
Friday's Indian governmcnl
stalement, the latest in a se-
rics of prolonged bout of re-
criminations viliating bilateral
relations, and is expected o
issuc 'a rebuttal shortly.

Two days alter the Jaliya
Sangsad adopted a resolution
condemning the December 6
demolition of the Babri
Mosque at Indian temple town
of Ayodhya by 1lindu militants,
an uhnamed Indian govern-
ment spokesman rf:chttd it

of BEPZA will go' nto operation Ssoon

electncity. ‘water, gas and telecommunication

B Work permt s ssued by EPZ

‘The JS adopted the ruling
resolution _
Wednesday after four days of

BNP sponsored
debates, rejecting-seven others
moved by Opposition MPs in-
cluding leader Shetkh Hasina
The Indian government
took “strong exception™ to thc
fact that the resolution con-
demning the perpetrators of
the: 16-century mosque demo-
lition. and demanding its re-
construction at its original site
was meved by the ruling party.
* ...The ruling BNP in

200 shops, BKB
branch gutted
in Munshingan;j

From Our Correspondent

MUNSHICANJ, Jan 24: A
devastating fire gutted 200
shops and a Krishi Bank
branch office at the Tu ,
Bazar, 15 km from here al the
small hours of Sunday, wit-_
nesses and fire service sources
sadd.

Local officials estimated the
h-ll at “ I! crore,

The fire from a
tailor house the -bazar and
to other lll'l:ll'ﬂﬂ
the sources said that
the Krishi Bank was also

housed in a tinshed cotlage.
Electric short cirecuit was
h::un“t o be the cause of the

“UNI3 adds. The local admin:
sed curfew on
the devastated bazar from 6

{ pm today till Monda? mofni
to prevent looting o dnn‘ﬁ

goods and property.
Noe human casuallics were
reporicd.

| _APAO confce

S
30000 children
go blind
a year

" By Staff Correspcmdent

Thirty thousand children in
Bangladesh go blind every year
beeause of Vitamin-A defi-
ciency and other common
childhood discases like diar-
rhoea and measles.

This was. stated by Presi-
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas
while inaugurating the 14th
congress ol the Asia-Pacific
Academy of Ophthalmology
(APAO). at Sonargaon lotel in
the city yesterday

Lic also informed the mee:
ting that another 60 thousand

calling the JS action "a totally  Bangladesh has thought it it to | people become blind annually
unacceptable interference in indulge in public denunciation | due to cataract; a thin
our internal aflairs.” See Page 12 Col 4 See Page 12 Col 8
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Dhaka Export Processing Zone, the second EPZ INCENTIVES
FISCAL
local entrepreneurs/sponsors
intending 1o set up industry in the DEPZ may B Tax hoiday for 10 years
B Exemption of ncome tax on mterest on
borrowed capital.
Projects ‘accepted would be provded factory B Outy free mport of machinenes, equipment
space or fully developed and serviced land with and raw materals |
' NON FSCAL
in aodition the followng facities and iNcentives
B Ful repatniation of profit and capital permissibie
M Freedom from National ‘mport Policy
restnchions
@ Off-shore banking facilities avalable
B import and Export Permits are issued by EPZ 8 Re-location of exsting ndustnes from abroad
allowed ! *
B8 Al customs formalities done within EPZ
For more details mqsﬁ contact |
General Manager, investment Promotion
BEPZA b4
222 New Eskaton. Dhaka a
Tel 419604, Telex 642268 BEPZA BJ ;
Fax B880:2-434967 i
A
.3,
' T
BANGLADESH EXPORT PROCESSING bS
ZONES AUTHORITY x
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