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Fahd invites Afghan
warring factions
for peace talks -

DUBAIL, Jan 23: King Fahd,
appealing for an end to the
fighting in Kabul, has invited
warring Afghan Mujahidcen
groups to meet in Saudi Arabia
[or talks on ways to settle their
differences, reports Reuter.

“In the name of Islam, |
urge you to lay down your arms
and lct reason, conscience and
logic govern you,” the King

Dixit to visit
Thailand

BANGKOK, Jan 23: Indian
Foreign Scoretary Jyolindra N
Dixit will make a threc-day
visit to Thailand al the end of
this month. to strengthen bi-
lateral ties, it is learned here
today, reports Xinhua,

During his stay in Bangkok
From January 31 to Fcbruary 2,
Dixit will have talks with Thai

Foreign Ministry Permancnt
Sccrelary 'racha Kunakaseni

on bilatcral and regional issues,

said in a statement carried by
the official Saudi press agency
Alte on Friday. "I address to
you a sinceére invitation to
Saudi Arabia to meet... and dis-
cuss your views and differ
cnee.”

The Saudi monarch, among
the world's most influential
Muslim leaders as the custo-
dian of Islam's holiest shrines,
issued his appeal against a
background of intensified
fighting in Afghanistan.

Saudi Arabia was one of the
major backers of the
Mujahideen groups during
their 14-year war againsl the
Soviet-installed government
that was swept from power last
April. |
In his announcement King
Fahd reminded Mujahideen
groups of Saudi Arabia's former
support, mostly in cash for
military equipment.

Saudi Arabia also gave tanks,
artillery and rockets caplured

from Iraq during the Gull War.
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Pakistani beheaded in Jeddah: »
convicled drug trafficker from Pakistan was beheaded in
Jeddah Friday, the fourth Pakistani excculed this year on
drugs L‘hlll"!t'l. the Saudi Interfor Ministry :aid reports AFP
from Jeddah.
: The Ministry, quoted by the Saudi press agency, said

Shaker Khan was caught trying to smuggle heroin into the
country.

‘Riyadh has voiced concern o Islamabad about an inercase
ol drug traflicking from Pakistan. 1

Five other people, including a Pakistani woman who
strangled her husband have been becheaded sinee January 1.
Executions normally take place on Friday, the Muslims day of

prayers.

Blast kills 8 in Iraq: e bomb witled cight

people and wounded 120 on Friday in the northern lragi city
ol Irabil, inside the safe haven for Hurdl sct up by the US-led
Gull war allics, a Kurdish party official said in Ankara, rcports._
Reuter from Ankara.

The bomb exploded in a central and crowded arca at 1310
local time. It also wrecked many ncarby stores and cards, an
official from the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) told
reporiers.

The PUK ollicial said: We arc 80 per cent certain that the
bomb was planted by Baghdad.”

Rebels kill 7 troops i Perins s

Shining PPath guerfllas ambus

central

an army patrol in Peru's

jungle, killing seven soldiers and wounding two

others, military sources said on Friday, reports Reuter from

Lima.

The guerillas ambushed the patro}
highway on Thursday in Huamalies province,

as il travelled on a rural
Huanuco

department, some 300 kms (180 miles) northeast of Lima,
said a source at military headquarters in the cily ol Tingo

Maria

Guerillas killed a mayoral candidate in the same province
Friday, bringing to six the number of candidates for next
Friday nation wide municipal elections who hawe died at the

day visit by execulives

business leaders and

Service.

talks with Indian investors.

The executives will mect with key government officials,
potential
according to a statement from the United States Information

hands of the guerillas in the past 10 days.

US traders to visit Lanka: A gionip o

American business execulives will visit Shri Lanka Sunday,
and their arrival is seen here as an indication that conditions
are improving in the war-torn nation,

American Ambassador Teresita C Schalfler said the three-
in agriculture, ’
communications and financial services marks a significant
advance in economic relations between the two countrics.

says AP’ from Colombo.

rcal eslale,

joint-venlure parincrs,

Some of the businesspeopic will later head 1o India for

Brazil drops plan to |

build atomic plant

RO DE JANEIRO, Drazil,
Jan 23: liraril, abandoning ils
dream of boecoming a continen-
tal nuclcar power, announced
it has dropped plans to build a
third atomic plant, reports AP.

President Ttamar Franco
sajd the planned 1,300-kilo-
wall plant known as Angra IH
will not be buillt “under any hy-
pothesis,” presidential press
spokcsman Francisce Baker

e said Franco, a long-lUime
critic of the nuclear pro-
gramme, will deetde next
woeek whether o resume work
on the plant, deaclvale it or
continue doing nothing,

Baker said the president

decided to drop Angra Il after
meeting with Marcelo Siqu-

eira, head of the governmcnt
power company Furnas that

said Thursday night in Brasilia, Tuns the nuclear cnergy
Lhe I programuie.

T . Angra 1l s simply
an cxpensive hole In the Sigucira said the "P'h'-"-p of

ground. DBraztl has spent dirs
1.1 billlon just on the founda-
tion at the site noar Angra dos
Heis, a southcasiern coastal re-
sort 100 miles (154 kms) west
of Rio de Jenetro.

Another plant, Angra I,
which is ncvarly finished, also
could be scrapped, Baker said

Angra Il alone cost the nation
dirs 10 million a month. even

though construction was

stoppod, Baker said.

Franco's decision appar-
ently ends a dream of Brazilian
gencrals to make Latin
Amcrica's largest country a

major nuclear power.

International

Clinton meets security advisors soon

USwill consider arming

WASHINGTON, Jan 23:
President Clinton will hold a
mccting of his National
Security Council soon — prob-
ably early next week — and it
will consider arming the
Bosnian republic in its ballle
with Serbs, US offlicials told
reporiers Friday, reports AD.

The Clinton administration
will consider providing
weapons to Bosnia's embattled
Muslims, while supporting ef-
forts by international media-
lors to end the war in the for-
mer Yugoslav republic, the

State nt said.
"At this point, if is an idea
. We are considering,”

spokesman Richard A Boucher
said even as-Serbs intensified
their military pressure on the
Muslims on the eve of a re-
sumption of peace talkssin

- Geneva, Switzerland.

He emphasized that lifting
the preséhl embargo on arms
to the republics of former
Yugoslavia would require con-
sultations with other govern-
ments at the United Nations.

Sceretary of State Warren M
Christopher raised the possi-
bility of arming the Muslims at
his Senate confirmation hear-
ings and the statément Friday
gave the option new emphasis.

Clinton pledged during the
campaign to seek UN autho-
rization for air strikes against
forces that disrupt air relief ef-

forts in Bosnia while using US,

and European naval forces to
tighten economic sanetions
against Serbia and
Montenegro.

He also accused the Bush
administration of not doing all
it should to assist Bosnia's
Muslim majority.

Last month, then-Secretary
of State Lawrence S
Eagleburger sought European
support for arming the
Muslims but failed. Only
Turkey, a mostly Muslim coun-
try, backed his ap

The NATO fnmign minis-
ters, at Eagleburger's urging,
called on the UN Security
Council to enforce its no-fly
zone over Bosnia. There have
been more than 300 Serbian
flights despite the embargo
imposed by the Council.

BBut the Council has not
acted. Boucher said Friday a
draft resolution had been pre-
parcd but that "several impor-
tant delafls remain to be de-
cided.”- .

White House Communi-
cations Director George
Stephanopoulos said the
president supports the cflorts

Bosnian Muslims

of the United Nations and the
European Community to bring

together the Warring sides in
Bosnia, but emphasised that it

is the parties who must agree

to Iﬂ}l’ utth:mcnt

Tht United States has not
[ormally a party to agreements.
Former US Secretary .ol State
Cyrus Vance has been a leading
intermediary, but acting on:
behall of the United Nations.

Clinton's nominee for
deputy secretary ol slale ex-
pressed hope Friday for peace,
Lthe day aller Christopher was
quoted as doubting the ru.gm.i-
ations would work. -

"l am very hnpr:l'ui that the
recent Geneva accords will
work,” Clifton Wharton Jr told
the Senate Foreign Relations

Committee at htu mnﬂrumlinq
ha.arlng.

i o

w&EHIHGTI}N Flnnked by Semtury of Bt.ﬂtr \‘lramn

Christopher(L) and Secretary

of Defence Les Aspin (R), US

President Bill Clinton pmsiden over the first meeti ng of his

new cabinet January 22.

—AFP photo

14 anti-junta campaigners
arrested in Myanmar

YANGON, Jan 23: Autho:-
ritics recently arrested 14
people who distributed pam-
phlcts opposing a consti-
tutional convention organized
by the country's military junta,
the state radio said, recports
AP,

Those arrested included
the group's leader, retired
school teacher Shwe Htoo, 49,
who had taken an active role in
anti-military demonstrations in
1988 and later joined rcbels
along the Myanmar-Thai bor-
der, said the Friday night
broadcast.

It said the group mailed the
pamphlets to universitics, fac-
lories and rnment offices
in Yangon and Mandalay and
also distribuled leaflets in pub-
lic places,

The broadcast warned that,
“organizations or persons that
iry Lo disrupl peace and Lran-
quilily in the state will be ex-
posed and effective action will
he taken against them.

The junta secized power
1988, when soldiers slaugh-
lered pro-democracy demon-
sirators. Ilp 1990, pro-democ-
racy  partics. won a landslide
clectoral victory byt the junta
re¢fused to let them govern and
said it would not yield powecr

. timectable- has been

lo a civilian ment until a
new constitution was drafted.

A convention to endorsc
guidclines for the constitution
began Jan 9 and met for a sec-
ond day but has been ad-
journed until Feb . No
n for
the constitution- drafling pro-
CUss. |

Authorities have made it
clear that the new charter's
principles must inelude intro-
duction of a multi demo-
cratic system, but also a lead-
ing role for the "tatmadaw,” or
military, the traditional ar-
bitcrs of power in Burma.

. The country’s many dissi-
dent and armed rebel groups
say* the convention is merely
an attempt by the junta lo
paint a veneer of legitimacy on
military rule.

AFF adds: Myanmar jungh:

_;;r:aition hit out today
at th: government for
signing an economic agree-
ment with Myanmar Junta.

The agreement earligr this
week to form a joint commis-
sion to promote economic and
irade cooperation “"weuld
nover § any benefit. for
the people of Myanmar,” the
Opposition National Coalition
Government said.

Bukhari iterates call to boycott

Republic Day celebrations

NEW DELHI, dJan
Ahmed Bukhari, the Dluputy
Imam of the Delhi Jame
Mosque, reiteraled today his
call for a boycott of next
weck's Republic Day branded
his critics “government
stooges,” reports AFP.

Bukhari said Muslims would
not join the celebrations be-
cause they were being killed by
Hindu militants and security

- forces across the country

"We are determined to ob-
secrve a black day [(on
Tuesday),” Bukhari said in an
interview. “"When Muslims arc
being butchered, no one can
force us to join the festivitics.
We will boycott the Republic
Day [celcbrations).”

Bukhari said Muslims, the
largest minerity in  India,

should heist black fags on |

their homes Tuesday to
protest large-scale attacks on
them since the razing of the
ancient Babri Mosque In
Ayodhya by Hindu zealots last
month.

Hundreds have been killed
in bloody Hindu-Muslim vio-
lence across India since the
Ayodhya sacrilege. Most vic-
tims have been Muslims.

Bukhari added some 500
Muslims would march to par
liament Tucsday from his
17th century Jame Masjid to
express our anger. "If the po-
lice stop us, we will offer our-
sclves arresied.”

Bukhart's call to observe the
Republic Day, observed c¢very
January 26, as a black day has
been widely criticised, includ-

ing by scorcs of Muslims, who
total more than 100 milllon in
Hindu-majority India.

But Bukhari dismissed his
critics as “government sloo-
ges.”

"They are people who do
nol have a sense ol shame,” he
said. "They don't. speak out
when clouds of dealh hang
over the community. They
speak whatever the govern

ment wants them to speak.”

On Friday, several Muslim
movie slars, cricketers, jour-
nalists and scientists urged the
community to ignore Bukhari's
"boycott Republic Day” call.

"We share the agony ol all
who suffered in the course of
violence in varfous parts of the
country, but Republic Day is
not the proper occasion for a
protest,” they said in a joint

stalemoent.
"It is an occasion lo n.‘lﬂrm
our common fraternity, re-
spect for the rule of law and
the majesty of the constitu-
tion,” the statement added.
Another Muslim leader,
Syed Shahabuddin, who had
given a similar protest call on
Republic Day in 1987, also
termed HBukhari's
"irresponsible”.

SHANGHAI, China: Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping meets local officials during a rare

public appearance at C’hm&n new year fnnwhu Jnnunrr 22.

The Baily Star 5

Off the Record

NEW DELHI: Artists giving the finishing touches January

22 to a tableau depicting India’s

population explosion. The

tableau will be on display during India's Republic Day
celebration to be held January 26. British Prime Minister
John Ma,)or will be the chief guest in the celebration.

— AFP photo

Voices told him to
kill his family
NEW YORK: A Chinese mian who said voices warned him,
his wife and children would be tortured if he didn't kill them

- before the Chinese New York slashed all three to death,

police said, reports AP.

- Dapei Wu, 37, was charged with the murder somictime
Thursday of his wife, Hui Ming Wu, 31, and their daughiers
Lauren 5, and Renee, 2 1/2. Chincse New Year is Saturday.

"He ¥ked the wife and kids, there was no problem with
them,” police Capt. Bernard Gillespic said Friday. "In his won

mind, he was them.”
"He said he to kill them before Salurday,” Gillespie
said.

Police said Wu stabbed his wile repeatedly with a knifc he

uh;d purchased three days before, and beat her with a blunt
ject. .

He also slashed his younger daughier's throat before
lcaving his apartment in tHe boreugh of Qucens to pick up his
older daughter at school, police said. After bringing the older
girl home, he allegedly slashed her throat, too.

Authorities said Wu conlcssed o a neighbour who noticed
the children's shoes weren't in their usual spol outside the
[amily’s door and called to ask il they had gone away for the
New Year's holiday.

Wu also tried 1o electrocute himselfl with exposcd radio
wires, but only blew out an electrical circuil, police said.

Wu had no previous criminal record bul appeariéd to have
suffered “"periods of mental instability” over the past year,

Gillespie said.
Six months ago he left his

job sewing butlons on clothes at

a garment [actory where his wife worked as a secamstress.

The vice.. First Lady, Hillary
WASIHINGTON: Hillary Clinion appears to have impressed -

the White House stall, so much so, that she was almost made
vice president, Friday, reports AFP.

The first couple, was aboul o a
in ceremony in the east room of t

Iﬁew al a cabinet swearing-
White House, waiting for

a band to strike up military music as their cue to enter.

The trumpets
"Ladics and

rang out, as did an announcer's voice.
gentlemen, the Presideht of the United States,

Bill Clinton, and the vice... First lady, Hillary Rodhan Clinton,”

the announcer said.

After the announcer corrected himself, quh:hly forcing out

a "first lady” instead of a "vice president,”

the Clintons

slcppcd into the room to a round ol applause.
You can deliver message

toGodvm

JERUSALEM: Israel's

appeal

s phone company is offering to d-ehﬁ:r
to Cod— via facsimile, re

Reuter.

Just call Jerusalem, 972-2-612-222, and a phone company

cmp

Wall, Judaism's hollest site.

will place your fax in the‘crevices of the Wﬂh‘

Visitors to the wall traditionally plact small folded
messages to god between its stones.

The
cost of the call

Bezeq mmpﬂny says callers pay only for Lhe

2| Major urges India to
|| give up N-option

—AFP/UNB photo

NEW DELHI, Jan 23: On
the cve of a visit to India
Saturday, British Prime
Minister John Major urged
India to give up its nuclear op-
tion and sign the non-prolifer-
ation treaty, reports AP.

Major said the refusal bye

India and Pakistan to endorse
the international accord made
it . more difficult for the United
Stales and Russia to dismantle
their own nuclear arsenals

"Sane people around the
world like to see them con-
tinue reducing those stocks. It
becomes progressively more
difficult for them to do so if an
increasing number of nations
actually have nuclear weapons,”
‘he said in an interview in
Saturday's edition of The
Hindustan Times.

India, which exploded a nu-
clear device in 1974, says it

does not have nuclear weapons
but wants lo preserve its op-
tions as a deterrent against
neighbours Chiha and Pakistan.

Major was due Lo arrive
later Salurday on a five-day
visit for talks with Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
and wilh other government
and busincss leaders.

He will be the @irst British
head ol government to be the
guest ol honor at India's
Republic Day parade since the
former British colony became
independent in 1947. The pa-
of India’'s Constitution, fs

indian Foreign Minister
Dincsh Singh. in an interview
with United News of India, re-
iterated India's pro nucicar
slance.

US urges

CIS divided over

Savimbito 4
free 17 01l - | S, st don 38
workcrs Commonwealth of Indep

WASHINGTON, Jan 23: The
United States Friday urged
Angolan rcbels headed by
Jonas Savimbi o free 17 for-
cign oil workers thecy have
taken prisoner, reporis AFP.
"We think the holding of
innocent civilians and
workers in u e, and
we call on Dr Savimbi 10 order
their relcase, immediately.”
sadd State Department spokes-
man Richard Boucher.

Seventeen

loreigners
umrﬂl-ﬂththr

.p

|

endent States (CIS) refused wo
sign a charter for {.‘I-ﬂl-l‘r
integration, htghh;hunﬂ
cks in its unity and iﬂlng
visions of its future,
Reuter.
One of the three was
| Ukratne, still at odds
with Russian over who should
lake control of nuclear
wecapons left on Ukrainian,
Belarussian and Kazakh ter-

reports

charter at a CIS summil on
Friday in the Belarussian capi-
tul Minsk, only five acceptled
s provision on collective se-
curity.

Even the countiries now
commitied Lo the ment—
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzsian, Russia, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan-- will to
get it ratified by their pariia-
ments.

The Hament of Moldova,
whose r Mircea Sneegur
did not sign has not yet rati-
fied documents marking Mol-
dova's eniry into the CIS in
December 1991.

Ukrainian President Leonid
Kravchuk insisted that Ukr-

aine, Moldove and Turkm-
enistan had not signalled they
were leaving the common-
wealth by refusing to sing.

But he salid member states
should start to become more
independent of the grouping,

the CIS must not be secn as an
all-cmbracing body, he wid a
nuews conlference.

The split over the charter
scemed 1o indicale Lthat the
10-nation commonweallh was
headed for a two-speed [uture.

Bul Russian President Horis
Yeltsin rematned hopelul aboul
its fate. e said all 10 remain-
ing member siales had signed
a slatement on the sialule,
leaving open the possibility

that the three others would
join it soon.

| am sure thal the year of
1993 will be the year of the
commonwealth, Yelisin sadd,

"We know thal we need
cach other, all of US, Ewen
Russia, although Russia can
betier protect itsell because of
its size, cannot live wilhoul

Ukraine, Turkmenistan and
Moldova.
CiS leaders made ne

on deciding the fate

nt‘ Soviet nuclear arsenal,

CiS official Ivankoroichenya
told re

Thqunﬂmi_mipuln

categorically as to take a final

and irreversible decision. The

heads of state did not take 1t
upon themselves o reach a R-
nal dectsion, he said.

Ukraine has vowed o get
rid of s 176 sirategic mis-
siles. Bul, sensitive about fts
sovercignly, it is resisting
Russian demands 1o surrender
control of them toe Moscow.

The weapons are now under
the operational control of a
joint commonwealth military
command.

Belarus fully accepts the
principle of Russian owncrship
of nuclear missiles on s Wwirri-
tory. Kazakh officials said they
wore sy tie to Russia but
wanted to see Ukraine's posi-

signing charter for closer integration

Lhon.

[Wspite the conlinuing nu:
clear row, CIS states did make
iwe important collective deci
stons. Onc was 10 sel up an in
ler-state bank and securities
maarket.

Members also agreed that
the flive signatories of last
year's collective securily agre
ement would send Lroops to

in Russian servicemen on the

order of Tajtkistan and
Kok hstan.
The troops are Irying lo

close the border and contain
an cihnic, political and clan

_conlict in Tajikistan which

has spilled into Afghanistan.

‘ing next week In

Baird's former

employees may
face deportation

NEW HAVEN, Conn, Jan 33
The Peruvian couple laboured

in obscurity like most illegal
aliens- until their former em-

ployer was nominated to be US
attorney gemeral, reports AP

Now Zoe Daird has with-
drawn her nomiination, and the
touple who worked for her
could get kicked out of the
country — il they haven't lelt
already

The Immigration and
Naturalization Service iold
Victor and Lillian Corderg on

Friday to appear for question-
Hartford.




