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Anti-culture Films: A
Question of Daring

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia on Friday gave away

the 1991 film awards ol the esh Film
Producers Association. She adv the movie-
makers to go more for films depicting the life of
the people. That implied a counsel that the

dream merchants of the nation should go less lor
chuming out the stufl they have bean busy at for
decades. Perhaps saying as such would both have
been indiscreet and rather out of place — after all
she was there to give a kind of well-done pat on
the back of the producers rather than taking
them to task.

What indeed can a government do to move the
movie-makers to care [or social relevance and
artistic excellence in their products excepting
for dishing out the best words in the books on
such occasions as Friday's? The censor board is
there to exercise films of things that the rullralﬂ
administration has taboos against. And alter
almost all in any composition ol this ungainly
‘“h'”"ﬂl“f questionable people have very little
to do films — and those that have are most
times the culprits themselves. Censor boards
neither pay nor promote and have in fact no
power on the films in the matter of channelising
these on to healthier lives. Films in Bangladesh or
for that matter anywhere in the world wouldn’t
have been the better or worse for all such boards
o be hanged at a time, We, for onte. wouldn't like
an overassertive censor board to be meddling
with artistic productions in their infinite philis-
tinism. So out are the censors as an instrument ol

righting the film situation.

The idea of awards by way of rewarding good
film-making and discouraging the others — expe-
rience says — has fallen flat on ils face. Films
haven't improved by even a centimetre in spite of
awards galore. ,

That our films should change. wholesale and
radically, is an imperative of the first order be-
cause most of these — the whole trend and tenor
of it — are cutting at the root of our national cul-
ture in a manner shaming even the BTV and the
sleazy porn magazines. The much-maligned jatra
is a paradise compared to this anticulture abys of
vulgarity and unreality. This cannot be allowed lo
continue. The entrenched coteries in the {ilm in-
dustry have over the years evolved themselves
into a system of viclous machinery in which pro-
ducers, distributors and exhibitors fall into slots
so nicely as to preclude any chance of a wind of
change to blow over it, They have by their won-
derful device driven out all disce and dis-
criminating spectators of taste and culture out of
the movie houses.

Film in Bangladesh is wholly in the hands of in-
vrqturﬂ who care only for the return of their

and are always unsure of a profit. This ner-

vnu t do not dare harbour and nurture talent in
any of .the many aspects of the [ilm — let alone
dreamers and vmmmncs The government has so
far, failing to do any good turn to the f{ilms and
their makers, been doing immense harm to both
the films and the national culture as also to the
investors by playing up to the producers’ tune of
protecting a 40-year old child fo im-
ports — even if those be controlled to belong to
class. The results of a suicidal protection we have
seen for three decades. It is Lime aesthetically
controlled unprotection was given a chance to
prove its power to change things for better.

The Prime Minister's film function came atl a
time when hundreds of true [ilm enthusiasts —
niatly ol them with proven [ilmic prowess — were
holding at another venue the third International
Short Film Feslival featu 124 entries from all
over the globe. Why can't the government float a
film [inance corporation in the style our great
neighbour did (o enable the déserving among
these [ilm dreamers {o do things that would help
ease Lhe stranglehold on [ilms by quarters who
are themselves none too happy wtl. the situa-
tion?

The government needs to dare. Can it?

US and Bosnia

A firm indicalion from Washington that the
Clinton Administration would give the highest
priority to the situation in Bosnia will be wel-
comed by the international community and, most
of all. by the tens of thousand people, especially
Muslims and Croats, who are caught in the cross-
fire. The indication came on Friday soon after
Serb warplanes had blasted the Bosnian position a
day after a ceasefire had been established be-
tween Croats and Muslims. Sadly enough, the
suspension ol hostility between the two ethnic
groups which had once been allies, has not lasted
even days. It is an ulterly hopeless situation

which can be set rlghl only a stmng action on
the part of Washinglon

It is no long El" a question of just putting an end
to the fig hun various groups and ensur-
ing some kin nf s illt to the war -torn former
Yugoslavia. A report by the Amnesty International

(Al}), just released to thc press, reveals that abuse
of women, includi . has become a weapon
used against the vietims. The Al blames all the
warring factions for this situation, but refers to
Muslim women as be the worst victims. It is a
frightening situation that can be compared to
what happened In Naz!*uccu ied Europe during
the Secnnd World War. Fresldcnt Clinton whose
commitment to human right is yet to be tested
musli regard the Bosnian crisis, as outlined in the
Al report, as a challenge to his conscience.

The United Stales is
European nations to be "more forceful” in tack-

ling the Bosnian conflict. These countries may
have all kinds of reasons — or excuses — for

ng their feet in ta a firm line on a situ-

ation in which political and humanitarian consid-

~ erations have clearly merged. But, in our view, no
rea:mns are strong enough to let some 18,000
le die. countless women suffer indignities

a S0 many go through the so-called process of
::lt!htll;cudqeammg that on has vmd to "nip in

The failure of the European nations to take a
determined position against the Serbs or that ol'
the UN General Boutros Ghall to offer a
ﬂrmpland’acthnfur:ndin;themm

fering of e Bosnia places
hea bur en orn J:ﬂ’lﬂ -~ administration hll

Washington. Here is a chance for Clinton to
demonstrate that, all said and done, the United

States remains far ahead of its Eu pariners
in meeting ¢ , not nec for its own
political gains. After Somalia, here is a new op-

unity I'ur Washington to earn the gratitude of
Etmzﬂ'cﬂm Muslims and Croats in BoErnI;a

right in calling upon .

L and

was decply moved by a
picture printed by the
international Herald Tri
bune ol January 9-10, 1993
The picture showed President-
clect Bill Chinton with four ex-
secretaries of state of the
United States In a meeling in
Little Rock. Three out of the
four served under, Republican
presidents. William P Rogers
Was SCC of state in the
administration of Richard
Nixom and Alexander M lHaig
Jr in that of Ronald Reagan Mr
George P Shulr scrved under
Mr Bush. The Democrat was
Edmund S Muskic who served
in the cabinet of Jimmy Carter.
These four senior diplomats
were seen in a pleasant mood
lalking with the young prest
dent-elect giving him advice
. on broad foreign policy mat-
ters. They all expressed the
vicw that Mr Clinton had
picked up a "solid foreign pol-
icy team” and that this should
help Mr Clinton in making up
for his lack of experience in
foreign aflairs.
| was moved by this beauti
ful picture because it symbol-
ized, at least for me, the spirit
of democracy in the United
States of America. At election
times Americans can fight a
tough and even a rough battle
along party lines as we all saw
in the CNN in the last election.
But the business of running
the government ol the country
is a sacred national responsi-
bility and in this task it is the
American people who are Lo be
served and nol the supporters
of the victorious party, In fact,
in all the western democracies
the party recedes to the back-
ground after the election. The
party which lost the election is
not the "defeated forces”™ but
partner in a system ol govern-
ment. The five men, according
to the report, were talking
about American interests in
the field of foreign relations.
The experience of the former

HEIR decades-long

feud notwithstanding, a

new conflict between
Arab states and Israel over
waler resources is heightening
tension in the Middle East.

So much so that experts be-
lieve water will eventually de-
termine the future of the re-
gion and will have to be part of
any Arab-lsraecl settlement.

Indeed, although seldom
mentioned, the control over
water is a crucial question that

| underiies Isracli-Palestinian

conflict.

Some obsecrvers even be-
lieve the determination of
Israelis to retain full control
over water resources in the
Occupied Territories is a hid-
den reason for their intransi-
gence about withdrawing from
the West Bank they seized in
1967.

“The Middle East stands at
the precipice of another water
crisis,” says a report by the
Washington, DC-based Centre
for Strategic and International
Studies. "Before the 21st cen-
tury, the struggle over limited
and threatened walter re-
sources could sunder already
fragile ties among regional
states and lead to unprece-
dented u in the area.”

Hasham Zarour and Jad
Isaac of Jerusalem's Applied
Research Institute say the
Middle East is a poten-

will certainly have a -term
impact on the map
of the area.”

They say.the situation is al-
ready critical in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip and threat-
ened the cultural sector
which forms the backbone of
the local Palestinian economy.
Thqr pulnt out that water will

Prioeul’rice,paddy

Sir, Agriculture is the main-
stay ol our economy. The cco-
nomic condition of a particular
year of the country largely de-
pends upon the agricultural
output of the same year. In
many casecs it is an indicator of
the economy. Many times the
prices and wages are fixed on
the basis of price of rice and

y. Due to a bumper crop
ast year, the price of paddy
and rice has down. In
northern districts the price of
course rice has gone n to
k. 7 and Tk. 8 per KG. In
many parts of the country,
people sell their labour in ex-

| change of rice and paddy.

Many of the Labourers prefer
accepling rice /paddy to cash,

Due to low price of rice and
the labourers are facing
problem in buying other goods
and necessity, because the
price of other goods and ne-
cessities have not fallen down
in terms of the price of rice

. The rate of services
like tuition fees, ritkshaw fare,
train fare etc. has not gone
down in terms of lowering
down of price of rice and
paddy.

On the other hand, aMuent
farmers are also thinking to
switch over to other cultiva-
tions as they are not getting

price as per fund invesiment

I in the paddy cultivation. The

price of fertilizer is already on

tially severe water crisis that

to UNR, '

Spirit of Democracy: Does it Exist in Bang]adwh?

Minister lashed out at wﬁn
are oul to disrupt the development efforts of the governmendt.” mn-m

allegation.
opposition parties as the 'defeated forces’ dm:mmlmwofm#ﬂmﬁmd

power but what is even
temn

sccrviaries ol state Is a na-
lional asset at the disposal of
the new admimdsiration The
President -elect, lor his part, is
not averse o listening o these
veterans of diplomacy just be
cause Lhey belonged lo the
“defeated” political party. In
fact, Americans would nol
perhaps even understand why
there should be such a hostHe
attitude towards these distin
guished men. This only shows
how far we arc, as a naljon,
from absorbing the spirtt of
democracy. We lake a lol of
pride in restorng demosracy
by toppling an aulocral bul
there 1s no room for compla
ctnicy. We havw a long journey
ahead of us before we will be
able to run a truly democratic
government

Let me refer 1o a repord
published by The Daily Star of

January 7 to {llustrate the
point that | am trying o make
today. According to UNH, the

Prime Minister lashed out al
the opposition saying that the
defeated political forces are
oul Lo disrupt the development
efforts of the government.™
This is a scrious allegalion.
Referring lo Lthe o sition
parties as Lhe defcated forees
docs not refllect the spirit of
democracy. It shows the arro
gance ol power bul what is
even worse, it shows a lack of
understanding ol the princi-
ples on which the parlamen-
tary system works. Such
stalemenis gencerale lension
and bad blood and a mood of
hostility in the political field
which is nol congenial for
running the government
smoolhly.

Let me also reler 1o anether
news ilem, this one [rom a

be a key issue in any Arab-
Isracli settlement and warn
the crisis must be faced now.

Israel's reported diversion
of the Jordan and Yarmouk
rivers as well as the Litani
river in southern Lebanon has
sent shock waves across the
Arab world. Some Arab leaders
even called for a combined ac-
tion to confront the new
Israeli threat.

What is alarming for Arab
states is the diversion of Arab
waters linked to Ismael plans

* to resettie thousands ol Soviet

Jewish immigrants in occu-
pied Arab territorics. Arab
leaders are worried the migra-
tion might move Israel to an-
nex parts of occupied land 1o
accommodate the newcomers,
threatening the Palestinian
hope for an independent state
on the occupied West Bank
and the Gaza Strip.

The present ught exac-
erbates the issue. Israel and
neighbouring Arab countries
are suffering from one of the
driest years in modern history.

This year follows four ycars
of drought and declining water
reserves, The Sea of Galilee is
at the lowest recorded level in
modern times and agquifers
elsewhere are also depleted.

Indeed, the Sea of Galilee
and underground aquifers have

"been so depleted to the extent

that the intrusion ol wastc wa-
ter, sewage and salt watcer (in

‘coastal areas) is a growing

problem. Some water cxperts
wam that these intrusions may
well be irreversible.

Isracl's rapidly expanding
population is placing new de-
mands on water supply.
However, this only partially ac-
counts for the acute water
shortage. For example, the

Bengall language datly Bhorer
Kagai ol 7 January According
to the reporter Ibrahim
Chowdhury Khokan, the Prime
Minisicr said that Lhe people
of Sylhet had made a mistake
in casting their vote in the last
clection to the Parliament.
Now Lthey had, she said, under:
stood their mistake. She called
upon them to stay with the
current. The reporter added
that the PPrinw Minister re

maincd silkent on meany of the
long standing grievances of the
people of the arca:. There was
o attempt to hide the fact

L4
bx Shah AMS Kibria

that the Prinw Ministvr s re-
lusal to consider these local
problems symipathetically was
linked with the manner in
which the proplc had voled in
the last chection. The Finance
Minister who also accompa-
nid the Prime Minister and
spoke at the mecting, was
cven more candid In saying
that it was bocause of Lhetr vol -
ing record that the allocation
of funds for Sylhct laced ques-
rons In the cabinet. The local
prople, according o some re
ports, resenied these remarks.
This was a barcly concealed at-
lemipt at intinidation of the
clectorale

s this how we practice
dunurrmff' The clectoral von-
stitucneoics which did not vole
lor the BNP candidates are to
be punished by the govern-
nwnit and thal loo in open
declarations in public mect

ings. d we fight the auto
cralic regime for this type of
politics of revenge? Dangling
the ecarrot, the people of the
arca are boing asked to fall in
Hne in support ol the ruling
party.. Neither the Prime
Minister nor the Finance
Minister were loo subtle in
holding oul the stick i they
did not bchave while voling
next time. | wonder i this is a
matter in which Lhe Election
Commission should take a

look. | am, ol course, aware of
atlempts by politiclans o ma-
nipulale the allocation of funds

o favour their particular area
But what | have quoted above is
far beyond what one would
even imagine in a democraltic
sysiem. Such an attitude can
destroy the parllamentary sys-
tem if cleclors are lold that
they can get allocation of de-
velopment [unds only il they
vole for the ruling party.

| wrote ecarlicr about the
nced for what (Is called
‘bipartisan policy” on certain
national issues. While political
partics are expecled to have
their own party programmes
and priorities on social. eco-
nomic and other domestic is-
suecs, Lthere is often need for
consensus on a number of is-
sues of flundamental national
interest. Basic framework of
cconomic policy, to my mind,
is one such question, External
rclation is another subject on
which most countries scek lo

Mounir B Abboud writes from Beirut

Although seldom mentioned, control over water is a
crucial question that underlies Arab-Israeli conflict

additional water demand by
recent immigrants from the
former Soviet Unjon is minor
compared with the giant de-
mands of Isracli agriculture.
Critics says that Israclis
have conveniently forgotten
that in order to "make the

desert bloom,” ample water is
required and that overpumip-
ing in drought years can dan-
gerously deplete water re-

SCTVES.
Isracl depends on water di-
verted. from its oCccu-

pied territories for one-third

of its water cons tion. More
than 80 per cent of the water
in the occupied West Bank is

either used by Jewish settlers
there or clse diverted from the
West Bank for use in Isracl.

Present drought conditions
have resulted in massive cut-
backs in water dcliveries.
Proposals have been made in
the Isracli parliament (Kne-
ssct) that water for agriculture
should be curtailed two-
thirds and other uses should
be curtailed by onc-fifth.

In Israel, 70 per cent ol the
water consumed is for agricul-
ture and is subsidised by the
government to the extent that
farmers, collectives and coop-
eratives, pay about one-third of
the cost of irrigation. The most
waler-inlensive crops in Isracl
are cotion and citrus fruits,

The result, according to the
Jerusalem Post, "is that the
Isracli taxpayer subsidises, to
the lune of USS225 million a

year, the European consumer’s

purchase of Isracli produce.

The rationalisation ol Israeli
agriculture to make it consis-
tent with semidesert condi-
tions could at least be partially
accomplished by the remowal
ol government subsidies. But
the political obstacles to such a
siep are, however, almest in-
surmountable: the Water Com-
mittee in the Knesset, for
example, is composed of
members of the Farming
Committee. :

For Palestinians the

coming after years of

diseriminatory water restric-
tions, is an disas-
ter. Israeli Jews are rnﬂ:l'.t:d
to drill wells to any h, but
few Palestinians are to
drill any wells. even shallow
ones.

The deeper wells drilled by
the Israelis have lowered the
lcvel of water in the under-
ground aquifers, causing many
of the surface springs and
shallow wells used by Pales-
tinians to run dry. The effect of
the drought thus bears heavily
on Palestinian villages not
connected to the national
walcr system.

Glaring examples of politi-
cal discrimination are the wa-
ter subsidics that the national
water system makes available
only to Jewish farmers.
Palestinian agriculture long
suflered from this form of eco-
nomic discrimination. which
predates the current drought.

This is only one facet of fact
that water in the Occupicd

the high side. Since cultivation
of paddy is very much related
to all aspects ol our life, we
should think over the (ssue
very carcfully and fix up a price
which is beneficial to all pro-
ducers and consumers.

Mahbubul I lague Chowdhury
DGM, Sonali Bank, HO, Dhaka

'‘Dhaka WASA
billing'

Sir, This has reference to
the letter "Dhaka WASA billing”
by the Public Information
OfMicer, Dhaka WASA, which
appeared in your daily on
ai.12. 92

It pains me very much to
note that the most important
and clear-cut point at issuc has
ben left unsaid by the Public
Information Officer, Dhaka
WASA. He has rhetorically
touched on some peoints that
have no bearing at all on the
plain truth of the subfect mat-

ter.

The allegation has made
against me that | have long
been avoiding lo pay WASA
bills with excuses on meler
reading sysiem is nol as point
of fact. The bills prepared by
[Dhaka WASA are [aulty. They
are both double in amount and
figure, and have no connection
with actual meter-reading. The
intransigent policy of Dhaka
WASA not Lo send me the cor
rect bill based on the unit ca-

pacily of the meter has com-
pelled me to stop bill-paymoent
since 1984 unti]l now. His an-
other claim that our arrear
WASA bills till 1.9.92 stand at
Taka 56,954.54 is far from
being true. Our impugned ar-
rcar bills for the eight long
ycars dating from 1.3.84 until
1.9.92 amount to Taka
1,009,594 .20

Zone-1 (WASA) has so [ar
issued four Ultimatums dated
17.3.92, 1.6.92, 29.7.92 and
24.10.92, not one ultimatum
on October 24, 1992 as stated
by the PIO. Dhaka WASA asking
us to pay lhe impugned arrcar
bills amounting to over one
likh Taka. refusal of which by
us nmeanl disconnection of wa-
ter line attachment of prop-
erty, ccrtificate case ete for us.
However, the ultimatums were
contained when | submitied a
written statement to the
Revenue Oflicer (Zone-1) ex-
plaining the situation that
would eventually foree us 1o po
to court against him for re
medial measures,

| have no Asahi meter, as
the PIO [WASA) claims, at our
premises. The brand name of
our meter {8 Liberty. So his

contention that '] was well ex-
plained about Asahi meter
by the Executive Engineer

from the Meter Department
does not hold good, for there
is a greal deal of difference be-
tween the two. The unit ca-
pacity of Liberty meter s 5
litre and that of Asahl meter
5/8 gallon

| again like to remind the
Authority that the unit capacity
of our meter is 5 litre to take
full count of the meter, all the
units of the meter should be
multiplied by 5 (the exact ca-
pacity of each unit). This is a
simple mathematics. There is
no doubt or confusion about it
But Dhaka WASA docs not fol-
low this easy formula of mcters
counting. Instead of multiply-
ing the units by 5 [Dhakia WASA
multiplies them by 10; as a re-
sult the whole figure changes
into twice the usual one and
that leads lo increasing the bill
two-fold. That is how perhaps
the Authority collects double
bills [rom its subscribers.

The Public Information
Officer [[Yhaka WASA), inspite
of being aware of the working
system of the meter, hies said
nothing in reply to my letter
about the principlcs that guide
the working of water mwler. So
it proves beyond doubt that the
Authority has chosen with in-
tent to conceal from its sub-
scribers the real process ol the
billing systcm, thereby pre-
venting them [rom peceping
into the mysteries of Dhaka
WASA,

In view of the above, | urge
our Dhaka WASA to clarify the
issuc by clearly narrating the
principles  Lthat gulde the
workings of the water meler in
relation to its unit capacity

M K Nabi
Swamibagh Road, Dhaka

wuru!ihh«unhck of understanding of the principles on which the parliamentary

— e

eslablish national consensus In
order to achieve the national
goal. There cannot be two
opinions on the imperatives of
saleguarding the indepen-
dence and terrilorial integrity
of the state. During the celd
war the Americans fought
communism on a bipartisan
basis. In other words, the po-
litical partics were united in
their perccption of the threat
from this political system and
had no difficulty in cooperating
with one another in the na-
tion's Intcrest. This also en-
sured continuity of policy. The
change ol government includ-
ing change from one party to
the other did not mean any
significant change in the na-
tlon's stralegy to face its com-
mon threat. Most nther demo-
cratic countries to achicve
such consensus n the cir-
cumslances so warrant. What
about Dangladesh? The major
political parties, during the
anti-Ershad movement, agreed
on a blue print incorporating
some basic issues on which
they had a broad measure of
agreement. A consensus of this
nature was very valuable for the
nation. Regrettably some of the
agreed items on the agenda
have been cast aside by the
governmenl and an excellent
opportunilyvto work unitedly
on certain issues of common
concerh was lost. Instead, we
find the government and the

opposition are engaged in a
verbal exchange almost on all

issues— big and small. The op-
position ¢tcriainly has a big re
sponsibility and unless il is re
sponsible and restrained in its
criticism of the rnment its
credibility will be lost. Bt it is
the government which is In

Territories is totally under the
control of the nﬂ:uPﬁ.rl who
restrict access to Palestinians
and divert into lsrael as much
water as they please without
consulting the Palestinians,

Fewer than 150,000 Jewish
settlers in the occupied West
Bank, for example, are allowed
to consume more water than
all the one million Palestinian
in the area.

Since Israel's establishment
44 years ago, its waler con-

¢ sumption has risen steadily.

Hll\l(]\ | &
Baghdad and Bosnia:a Tale
of Two Cities

Khurrum Malik

|

Now BS per cent of the water
in occupied arcas is taken by
Israel to meet around a quarter
of the country's overall water
demand.

There is a clear inequality

in water distribution. Annual -

domestic ﬂter consumption

the driver's seat and the inftia-

- may,
thereflore, be termed as
'defeajed forces'.

i is indeed most curious
that the BNP leaders love o
usc this particular expression
in referring to the Awami
League. Dut whe won more
votes in the last election? it
was the Awami League. i we
had the proportional system of
representation it is the Awami
League which would have got
more scals in the Parliament
The BNP ought not to forget
that not only did they get
fewer popular votes than the
Awami Lcague bul its candi-
dates forfeited deposit money
in 59 constituencies whereas
the Awami League lost only in
5 These facts should sober
them down so that we have Lhe
right spirit in the political
arcna. Tolerance and respect
for other's opinion ts the
essence of democracy.
Intimidating the electorate
and punishing them for voting
against the ruling party is the
negation of the aspirit of
democracy. |t would be a good
thing if all our political leaders
reflect on this point and try to
bring a constructive t in
the political dialogue. It would
be tragic if people have to re-
wort o mass movements o re-
slore democracy every tlime
the rulers forget the rules of
the game.

Water Crisis Underscores Arab- Israeli Settlement

is estimated at 15 cubic me-
tres per head in Arab vil
35 cu m in Arab towns
cu m in Jewish settlements.
Only' 6 per cent of Arab
farmiand in the West Bank is
irrigated, compared with 70
per cent of land cultivated by
Jewish settlers. This is re-
flected in the total annual wa-
ler consumption, with Pales-
from 107 to 1567

Wednesday the 13th of
January, allied aircraft from
USS carrier Kitty Hawk sla-
tioned in the Persian Gulf take
ofl on bombing sorties, their
target the lraqi missile instal-
lations within the Iragi side of
the 32nd parallel. The [lighter
bombers destroy the secmingly
threatening mobile missiles
resulling in many civilian casu-
altics. Later, appearing on
lelevision, the guardians of
world peace, US President
George DBush, British Prime
Minister John Major and host
of ambassadors, politicians in
clegant suits and generals in
hattle dress irrevocably ex-
press, in uncompromising
terms, that ‘Iraq must comply
with the UN resolutions or
face further military action.”

A normal mortal watching
this disturbing world scenario
would expect and hope that
the same allied military might
which shattered the lragi mili-
tary machinery to rubbles and
was now engaged in humiliat-
ing its sovereignty and territo-
rial borders, would speak the
same language and act force-
fully in the same proportion
against the backdrop of butch-
ery and alrocitics now going
on in RBosnia-llerzegovina.
Whilst the genocide of Bosnian
Muslims at the hands of the
Serbs, under a new political
term ‘¢thnie cleansing’ goes
unibated, mass rape of Muslim
women by the Serb soldicrs,
and their forced captivity till
such time as they give birth to
the bastard child, is dﬂ"}' re
ported in all the world media
the elegant western leaders,
their ambassadors and gener-
als speak in couched language
like “"we are considering the
various oplions,” "unless we
are sure where we are getling
into, military intervention is
not the answer” or thal, "we
may consider monitoring the
no (ly zone over Dosnia and so
forth and so on. The allied
forees were quick and decisive
to drive oul the Iragis from
their occupation of Kuwait, but
encouraged the |sraeli occupa-
tion of Palestine and their ille-
gal deportation of 50,000
Palestinians from their homes
anel hearths m 1948, degrad

\Ing them io hat ol squailters

living on the horizon ol the I
West Bank and Gaza strip.
Recently, the United States
was actively considering listing
Pakistan as a terrorist state for
its alleged support to Kashmiri
militants and supporting the
insurgency. lHowever, the de-
molition of Babri mosquc¢ at
Ayodhya by Hindu zealots and
extremists and the subscquent
communal killings of the
Indian Muslims is considered
an internal allair by tLhe
guardians of world place. Se
where doces this lead us 1o be-
lieve. Today international poli-
tics and diplemacy has o be |
interpreted and painfully
swallowed in the light of its
inbuilt hypoerisy, discrimina-
tion and dual standard.

Perhaps the Muslims the
world over are too naive to be-
lieve that justice and Tairplay
would prevail in a situation
where vested interests, influ-
ential lobbies and unjust dis-
criminations are at interplay
with one another. Unknow-
ingly, the radical Muslims
would like to believe they are
still fighting medieval baltlcs
with swords and shiclds. The
frequent call for Jihad, (holy
war] and the rest indicate that.
The crusade in the middle
ages between the Christians
and the Muslims were fought
with weapons which wcore
proportionately balanced on
the two sides. The present
conditions totally oulwuighs
the balance of powcr. Ne
country now or in Lhe
foresecable future can hope 1o
match the military sophisiry
and technology of the West,
Like the once invincible
Roman Empire, their downfall
would be their own finner
decadence. Attempling to be a
regional military power can
end in disaster. In Scoond
Waorld War, Japan wanted
hegemony over south, south-
east Asia and Germany 'Inil
Europe. Doth ended in Flasco,
with death and destruction to
their soctal and economic in-
frastructures Perhaps the
most important lesson the two
countries learned was to divert
their resources for the general
well being of their people
while helping the selfl defence
o be strong.




