DHAKA SATURDAY JANUARY 23, 1993

IZGhrhrHu,ih'r

T T T S AT S —— - gl e e e p——— S —— -

Che Baily Star

DownN 10 EARTH

In the prevailing situation of
wivate clinies in the Dhaka
city, ope tendds lo lose sight
that there is also a full-fledged
private hospital in the old part.
of the city which can play a
helpful role in the eountry's
health system.The private
hospital In question is the
National Medical Instifute
Hospital. Established in 1925
near the District Courts
Complex, the Institute has a
long-history. Originally called
the National Health Institute,
it conducted an elementary
medical course which pro-
duced a sort of village doctors.
The institute was closed in
1965. In #ts place the National
Medical Institute Hospital
came into being in 1984 as a
full-fledged hospital. At the ini-
tial stage, it received help
from Japan by way of supply ol
instruments and appliances.
Similar help was also later re-
ceived ‘from the American
Medical Resource Foundation.

The  hospital has now
grown into a multi-discipline
200-bed hospital. It is run on
an annual Taka 70-lakh gov-
ernment grant  plus other in-
comes derived from its own
sources. forty per cent ol the
hospital services are rendered
free for the poor. Since it is a
privale hospital, it depends of
necessity on a system of

ment. I, however, seems to

ve some redeeming features.
The rates ol charges compare
favourably with those of other
private clinics in the city.

Hospital sources said that
although the hospital in its
present form  suffers from
many constraints, it has
promise of developing into a
dependable institution in the
nrivate sector. The con-
=traints are mainly Ainancial in
nalure. When asked Ppow, in
view of this, the hospital au-
thorities would be able to
achieve their future develop-
merl goals, the sources ex-
pressel the nope that on the
basis of their over-all perfor-
mance, government may con-
sider the question of enhanc-
ing their grant for them. They
also feel that the tradition of
service, commitment and de-
pendability that they have so
lar built up might attract at-
iention and bring in greater
help [rom aid-giving sources
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of the controversy, telling
Senate Judiciary Commitiee
members, “l1 den't believe that

would be appropriate.”

At the hearings, she apolo-
gised for breaking the law
when she and her husband.
Yalc University law professor
Paul Gewirtz, hired two illegal
aliens from Peru in 1990 to
work in their home.

They also failed to pay re
quired social security taxes on
the couple’'s wages until after
her nomination.

"‘I've done something |
deeply regret,” she said, |
have paid the penalty. | made a
misltake. | don't excuse my-

self ”

[3ut she added, "1 think my
overall record gives me the po-
tential to be a greal Attorncy
General,”

Baird and Gewirtz paid a
2,900 US dollar fine last wecek
to the immigration and natu-
ralisation service for hiring the
Peruian couple as household
help without proper documen-
tation and for [ailing to pay so-
cial security and other taxes
for them.

AP adds: Clinton watched
Friday the ceremonial swear-
ing-in of his Cabinet and other
top appointments — minus an
attorney general — and praised
the Senate for speeding the

ol his Cabinet —

By AS M Nurunnab

within and outside the coun-
iry

In our country, we have
few privatc hodpilals as dis-
tinct frem private climies. If
the private hospitals are effi-
ctently run, they can be
models for other  hospilals,
including government hospi-
tals. Judgrd by this crilerion,
the Nattonal Medical Institute
Hospital appears to be a well-
managed  hospital. Though it
is located in a congested part
of the old city. observers fecl
that, since in this arcas there
is only one major hospital, the
Sir Salimullah Medical College
Hospital at Mitford. there are
good grounds for . encouraging
il to grow into a dependable
medical institution. The hos-

pital has alrcady got depart-

A Private Hospital With a Promise

ments  of major disciplines
such as medicine, surgcry gy
nac, ENT, Eye, Coronary care,
Dental, Pathology. X Ray,
Ultrasonography. Endoscopy.
Skin, Physio-therapy, etc
Further development and
expansion in these and other
new spheres may contribute
to the health welfare of the
large segment of population
living in this area

It is held, by and large,
that there is a necessily for the
existence of private hospilals
and privale clinics as supple-
ments in the country's health
system. But it is  also fclt that
in a poor country like ours,
there is a need for their be-
coming more wellare ori-
ented and open 1o casy reach
of common people.

Chinton's setback |

confirmations, saying "I am
ready to get to work.”

Clinton called his new tcam
a Cabinet of talented, diverse
and seasoned leaders” at the
the briel ceremony in White
House.

A total of 16 Clinton nomi-
necs — including 13 members
WETE SWOrn
in at the same time by Chiefl
Justice William Rehquist.

Clinton made no mention
of the Cabinet member of his
team conspicuously absent: Zoe
Baird.

The president was sched-
uled to hold his first Cabinet
meeting following the cere-
mony and a reccption.

“Today | am proud to pre-
sent to you and te ' the
American people a Cabinet of
lalenled, diverse and scasoned

leaders,” Clinton said. "l am
decply gratified 1o the United

States Senate for a quick con-
firmation... only two days alier
the inauguration,” Clinton said.

“The Senale acted with his-
toric dispatch becausc il ree-
ognized the nalion ncceded ac-
tion now on cur nations prob-
lems.”

As the olficials took the
oath, they all said their own
names simultancously, Clinton
joked: "I'm glad no one said |
‘blank _ There will be Lime
enough lor those blanks in the
time ahead.”

Ctg Killing
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jointly organised by Chittagong
Metropolitan, North and South _
Dlumr.:la Awami lcague. She
will also address a rally of the
lawyers arranged by Chittagong
District Bar Association.
Awami League chicl will also
visit the recently damaged lo-
cality of Potenga.

" Party central leaders will
accompany Sheikh Hasina.

Benazir
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mentary waichdog commiltee
thal oversees Pakistan foreign
policy.

Some of her closest sup-
porters have threatened to
split her People's Demeocratic
Alllance. They argue that her
acceptance has
their efforts to ce Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil to ecall
fresh clections.

Ms Bhutto had called a Feb
3 meeting of her left-leaning
Pakistan People's Party and the
thrée smaller moderate partics
that comprise the alllanece to
- resolve the crisis.

It was uncertain whether

rhhﬂhultumwwﬂlhenhlctn
- atend.

The

opardized

Muggers stab two,
-snatch Tk 3000

By DMCH Correspondent

Muggers stabbed two per-
sons and snatched Taka three
thousand from them in the ecity
during last two days.

Muggers stabbed Nur
Karim, 36, and snatched Taka
onc¢ Lthousand in front of Lhe
Motijhecl Bank Colony mosque
at about 11 pm Thursday.

Nur Karim. cashicr of
Central Club of Savar was re-
turning to his residence at the
bank colony when he was way-
laid by a group of muggers.

The muggers stabbed him
on his left hand and snatched
Taka 1000,

In another incidenl a busi
nessman was stabbed by a
group of muggers al Shahid-
nagar, Lalbagh, Friday morning.

The victim Kanchan Miah,
35, recetved stab injury in his
right hand. Muggers snatched
Taka Two thousand and [led
the place immediately.

lloth the victims were ad-
mittéd o the Dhaka Medieal
College Hospilal.

Cold spell
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t small number of people and
traffic on the move,
The Mot oflice forecast

Friday that the cold wave
might end within another 36
hours from 6 am Loday.

Wealher experts al the Met
office however, said, another
cold wave with stronger inten-
sily might sweep over the
country al the end ol the
monith.

The existing cold wave has
allected North Bengal the most
where a number ol people
were reporled Lo have been
killed in the spell. The regions
of Ishurdi, Panchagar,
Rajshahi, Dinajpur -and
Rangpur had nol scen the face

ol the sun most of the times in-

this season.The temperature
hovered belween 24 degrec
Celsius at the highest while
the lowest remained around 5
degree, At place the lempera-
ture was 6.5 degree below the
normal, .

In Dhaka, the temperature
went down 1o 7.2 degree
Celsius yesterday, while the
highest temperature was 22.6
degree.

"The temperalure did not
fall bellow 10 degree Celsius in
the city last year,” said a
weal hermian,” hut Lthis year's
wealher is not anything ab-
normal. Cold waves do ollen
sweop over the country.”

During the last few years,
the lowest temperature of 3.6

degree was reported from
anchagar.
"But, definitely therc are

' colder regions in the country

where there are no Met {}mCL‘i
to record the temperature,”

the official said.
‘he cold waves that visit

Bangladesh usually originate
from Siberia where the ai-
pressure remains high in win-
ter. The wave follows a path to
law pressurc regions like
Bangladesh.

"But the Himalayas save us
from that severe cold wave,”
the official said, "blocked by
the wall of this great mountain,
a very mild version of the orig-
inal cold wave reaches
Bangladesh ... 7

e G | there were o
Himalayas,” he added, "the av-
crage temperature ol
Bangladesh would have been
no l¢ss than 5 degree Celsius.”

Low pressure and
?SA&)%OH f IdE:I"l:CB

Jah
blood pressure can reduce fhe
risk of heart disease and
stroke but according to a re
port by Swedish researchers
published on Friday it can also
undermine your sell-confi-

dence and sense of well being,

reports Reuter,

T . LA
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the governmenl had alrcady
taken wp differeni steps to
lead the (ilm industry towards
right direction. The import of
loreign Nlms have been re-
stricted showing respect to
the demands of the Producers’
Association.

She said low standard and
copying of films had been dis-
couraged and patronisation of
films in ate sector encour-
aged. Khaleda said during the
last year about 70 films had
been made and new capital in-
vestment had created enthusi-
asm in the filmdom.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Inlormation
Minister Nazmul Huda, associ-
ation's president Ziaur Rahman
Buli, Secretary General
Nasiruddin Dilu, Senior Vice
PPresident Ashrafl Uddin Ahmed
Ujjal and eminent journalist
and Juree Board Chairman

Obaidul Huq.

The Information Ministler
said Lhe pgovernmen! was
working for distributmmg the
national film awsrd which
were not given lo- the st
three vears within the nexld
three months.

Later, the Prinie Minister

lormally distnb sled (he awards
o thie necipwnls,

Alamgir and Shabana have
boenr  awarded as Lhe best ac-
tor and actress. Others who
n:cmved the awerds for their

‘ ‘j-..

Prime Hmlstﬁ' Begum Khaleda Zia lpenkmﬁ at the
distribution eeremony held at the Osmany Memorial Hall in city vesterday.

Depict life of people : PM |

[ pressed sympathy for the be-
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significant contribution arc
best fllm 'Santras’, best direc-
tor Kaxi Morshed, best slory
writer Al Masud, best script
writer "Jalaluddin Rumi, best
dialogue writer Jalaluddin
Rumi, best music director
Khondoker Nurul Alam, best
lyricist Nazrul Islam Habu

(posthumously), best side actor -

All Raj, best side actress Aruna
Biswas, best villain [lumayun
"aridi,: best comedian Dildar,
best child actor Jaison, best
special eflfect Dildar llasan,
best singer Andru Kishor, best
play back singer Runa Lafla,
best editor Nurunnabi, best
photographer Z |1 Mintu, best
art director A Sabur, best
sound recorder Moflzul llug,
best make-up man Abdur

- Rahman, besl costume de-

signer Begum Nutan, besl ac-
tien direclor The Aclion
Warrior, best dance dircctor
Amir liossain Babu, and Aziz
Reza, best cinema hall in
Dhaka Madhumita and outside
the capital Banani Complex in
Chittagong and best poster
Avena [3bir Pala by B K D.

Special awards were also
given lo Khan Ataur Rabhman
for his overall contributicn to
film media and posthumious!y
o SM [‘arvez for his contnou-
tion to the cine journalsm.
lLatc Zalar Igbal was given
mamrd (posthumously) of puree

Hﬂnp_fuh“-h

US jet ﬁres missiles
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in Baghdad, the Iragi gov-
ernment insisted the ecasclire
remainced in elfect and dtnied
the Pentagon's wveesion of
Thursday's events. It said in a
statement atiributed to an

unidentilied spokesman that -

no .radar had been turned on
and that US bombs sct afire a
fertilizer storage area and
damaged crops.

"lraq stills abides by ils de-
clared ceasefire despite the
behaviour of the US plane,
which was aggressive and
provocative.” Lthe stalement
said.

At the Pentagon, a
spokesman dismissed the lragi
claim.

"We stand bchind our re-

port," Lt Cmdr Joseph
Gradisher said. :
Col Dave Burpee, head of

the Pentagon's. direclorale for
defense inlormation,
patrol planes were conUnuing
to [ly surveillance missions
over the northern and south-

said US _

crn zones that arc off Kmits to
Iragi gircrafl.

Burpee said it was too L*ur!y
to know whether Iragi
President Saddam Hussein was
again actively challenging the
no-fly zones, which his gov-
ernment considers illegal. -

Meanwhile, another 19 UN
weapons Inspectors arrived
from Bahrain on Friday, joining
52 who reached the Iragi capi-
tal the day before afler a more
than two week hitivus caused
by Lhe cenlfrontation with
Saddam | lusscin.

“The trip was quiet, withoul
incident.” said Paul Brough,
the American head of a 25-
member chemical weapons
destruction team, some of
whose members arrived Eriday
to join those alrcady here,

There was no major work
[or the inspeclors during the
day, which is the Muslim
Sabbath., Resumptlion of the
destruction  of chemiceal
weapons was o begin Saturday.

] liﬁ Award-1991
— P1D photo

g

Hasina

From Page | Col 7

reaved [amily.

On the incident at Chhoto
Kamaldaha Dazar in Mirersarai,
the Awami chiefl said a
group of armed Jamaat-Shibir
activist d Areflin and
Alauddin to a slaughter house
al gun point in daylight.

Narrating the incident, she
said, the Chhatra league lead-
ers were mercile beaten,
lendons and veins ol their legs
and hands cul and finally shot
at to be killed.

The attackers fled away
lcaving Arefin and Alauddin

wounded when local poople
rushed to the spol hearing the
sound of firing. The protesting
pcople pul road barricades on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway dis-
rupling communications,
lHasina added.

She alleged that the Ja-
maat-Shibir terrorists in Mi-
rersarai thana, undcr pro-
tection of the government,
have kepl the entirce area
hostage for a long Lime.

Despite complaints lodged”
¢ ‘rher by the local people, the

| acminisiranen had faded 1o ar-

reest the identificd terrorists
and control the situation,
liasina said.

The Awami League leader
called for building eliecuve ro-

sislance uniledly agninst

armed miscreants ol anti-lib-

cration Januual -Shibir.
Nurses
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leaders of the nurses’ organi-
zalfons are cxpected o sit
with the autheorilies today
(Saturday) at 2 pm.

Patients have kept leaving
hospitals as they are not get-
ting any service because of the
strike.

In the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) 24
patients willingly left the hos-
pitals Friday. Only 70 nurses
were working in the DMCH
under the emergency squad
Friday. reports our DMCH cor-
respondent.

Cenltral president of the
DSNU Sultana Shahana lena,
while talking to The Daily Star
last night, said, unless the gov-
ernment met the demands
they would continue the pro-
gramme.

"Earlier following a com-
mitment by the government
we withdrew our non-stop
strik¢ on October 5 last year,
but the government is ycl to
fulfil it,” said Ilcena adding “this
time we will continue until our
demands are metl.”

The Midnight File

7 CIS states sign
draft charter

MOSCOW, Jan 22 : Seven of the 10 members of the
Commonwealth of Independent States (C1S] woday signed a

drall charter, a first step towards

the loss undon of

siates born on the ruins of fthe former Soviet Union. Only

Ukraine, Moldova and Turkmenia, who

o some ol

the charter's points, refused to sign, according te a press
conference from the summit i Minsk broadcast by central

television, reports AFP]

9 Palestinian deportees
to be returned today

GENEVA, Jan 22 : Nine Palestinians cx
Isracl to south Lebanon will be returned by he

in crror by
late

Salurday morning, the International Commitice ‘of the Hed
Cross announced herc today. The nine were among 415
Palestinians suspected of links with radical organtisations who
were deportied to a freczirg ne man's land between lsrach
and Lebanese forces afler a wave of killings of lsrach soldicrs.

CSD workers

clash in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KIITULNA, Jan 22: Aboul
5,000 gunshots were fired and
more than 2,000 crackers ¢x-
ploded during a scries ol
clashcs between two conflict -
ing groups ol CSD workers at
Boira here loday, according to
wilnessos.

The cight-hour-long
clashes, continued untfl 9 am
leday left many injured.
lowever, none was reported
admitted to hospital, sources
sadd .

In the aliernoon, pelice ar-
rested lwo poersons in conmee
tion with the ineidenis.

Sharif
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lrll! the Bangladesh Indepen-
denec War,

The arrtval of the first batch
of Biharis in Pakistan on
January 10 triggcred protests
in Sind by nalives worried
aboul possible erosion of their
majority 17 the ncew comers
were moved south,

The repatriation is, how-
cver, supported by Sind's
Mohajirs. who are Urdu-
spcaking like the Bibaris and
constitute the second-largest
communitly in the province.

The fundamentalist Jamaat -
c-Islami party also supports
the transfer, but the main op-
position Pakistan Peopic's
arty of former Prime Minister
Henazir Bhutto opposes it.

Sharifl mﬂng a warm wel-
.come as he toured Bihari quar-
lers named Watan [homeland)
colony at Okara in his home
province, and asked about the
facilities provided by the gov-
ernment, APP reported.

lle was quoled as saying
more DBiharis would be repa-
triatcd and colonies would be
buill to accommeodate them.

Plane hijacker
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The Indtan Airlines head-
quarters here said one person
named Satish Chandra Pandey
from Sultanpur, UP, threat-
enced to blow off the aireralt
with a chemieal bomb.

. Pandcy said he wanted to
talk to A 3 Vajpaycee, the senior
[P leader, presently camping
in Lucknow. ;

Airlines sources said ac-
cording to inlormation rc-
<cived al their cnd. Vajpayec
had gone to the airport.

Poura polls
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sioners, police su , return-
ing offiters, all officiuls of the
governmenl, semi- p:ﬁ*l'rm
and autonomous organisations,
concerned thana nirbahi offi-
cers, officers incharge, eandi”
dates, local political lcaders,
and echlite will atiend the
moeetings during the CEC's vis-
4ts o the municipal areas.

Meanwhile, Election Com-
missioner Justice Syed

Misbahuddin Ahmad yeslerday

addressed two scparate mect-
ings of officials concerned with
the coming peourasava clection
and candidatcs at Bogra and
Sirajganj where he called for -
carrying out their responsibil-
ity with honesty and sincerity
during the polls.

e said the Election Com-
mission would not tolerate any
indiseipline during the
clection and called for ercation
of a congenial atmosphere for
the wvoters to choose  Uhelr
right candidates.

Election Commission Scc-
retary. A Z M Shamsul Alam in
another  meeting at |laxiganj
Thursday asked the oflicials

concerned to ensure peaceful

atmosphere for the volers
cnabling them 1 excercisce
their rh;hr ol [ranchise in-
dependontly.

API pipes
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port of thesc items, being pro-
duced by NTI
" The enterprise” with its
three plants has a capaeily to
produce aboul 45000 tons ol
tubes. of diflerent calegorics
annually against the country’'s
requircment of 10000 to
15000 tons, thus offering ep-
portunity for export of a sub-
stantial quantity.

Since ils setling up in
1964, it was expanded and
modcrnised thrice over the
past 13 years to supply quality
tubes to the country’s gas in-
dustry, irrigation sector and in
other such arcas.

But 1990 CCIE order put
the enterprise in a shambles as
it was facing uneven competi-
tion from imperters who were
bringing in low qualily pipes
taking advantage of Lhe order
that did not mention any stan-
dard specification of the items
to be imported.

NTL officials say that il im-
mediate protective measures
arc nol laken to prolect the
enterprise, which made profit
last December for the [first
time in years, then it will turn
into a sick industry.

Earlier story on page 5.

A visitor taking keen interest in earthenware at the Meena

Bazar

nr[_'-"ﬂn'i 4 -'l' boee

tha weomen'a vpluntar:
(WVA) at Gulshan shishu payk yesterday.
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