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Ajnk Sports Club registered
78-run viclory over
Joys Club in the only
malch of the Second Division
the

an casy
Kakrafl [

cricket league at
Dhanmondi Club ground yes-
terday

runs for the Joss of four wick-
ects in the allotted 35 overs.

Montu topscored with 37

and skipper Alamgir and Babu
remained unbeaten on 35 and
23 respectively

Mehdi took I'.wu wickets for

23 while Shafiq and Nobel got
one wickel cach.

Kakrail Boys Club were
skittled out for 127 in 31.3
overs with Sachchu, Shafiq,
Pappu and skipper Franko

sturm‘g Fﬂ.ﬂn 17 and 16 re-
spoettive

Rojel und Shovl baggced: two
wickels cach while Liton,

Babu, Tarik and Rafig got one

apicee,

Price's

luck

GOLD CﬂAST Australia, Jan

22: US PGA champion Nick
Price of Zimbabwe will replace

Welshman lan Woosnam in a

" goll Skins maltch at Sanctuary
Cove Feb 13-14, oflicials said
IFriday, reports AP,

The three other golfers in
the event are Australians Greg
Norman, lan Baker-Finch and
Craig Parry.Woosnam pulled
oul of the Skins match due to a
s hedule conflict, his man-
agemcnd group said Thursday

I!mrun'g first Ajax made 205

the score at 1-1.

Graeme Hick, so far the maost consiatent En glish bﬂtamen
. on their tour 0f India, p]a}'s forward to a ball in the second
one-day ml:-a-rnatmna] in Chandigarh on Thursday, Hick
topscored with 57 but India beat England soundly to even

— Star TV photo

CIHANDIGARH,

India, Jan 22: Re-
lieved Indian ski-
pper Mohammad
Azharuddin hopes
his critics will
shul up after Thursday's five-
witket win over England,
which dispelled the gloom cast

by a disastrous South African

tour, reports AFP.

"It is a good feeling to be
back on the winning,”
Azharuddin said after con-
tributing a stylish 36 with the
bat to take India past the 199-
run target in the second one-
day international.

"Our performance has
proved many people wrong. It
was a team ellort and this win

has boosted the morale of the

side immensely.”

Ilis captaincy has been on
the line after a 2-5 defeat in
the one-day internationals and
a 1-0 loss in the Tests inflicted
by South Alrica where his own
batting form fell apart.

England won the first one-
day matich Monday by four
wickels in Jaipur, and
Azharuddin did not help his
. cuuaeunhnhmurunmp
tain by struggling to score just
slx

But on Thursday before
30,000 home - fans at
Chandigarh’'s Seclor 16
Stadium everything went right
for the skipper at the venuc of
his only Test win as captain,
over lnwiy Shri Lanka.

e won the toss and asked.

England to take first strike,
his bowlcrs justifying the decei-

M AZHARUDDIN

. sion by restricting the tourists

lo a modest total. Batting with
new-lound confidence, the
Indians cruised past the target

-har heaves a sigh of relief

Navjot Sidhu, the big:-hit--
ting opener scen by Eng!.md as
the danger man, struck a blis-
tering 76. Azharuddin's 36
came ofl 44 balls and he
stroked the ball with a nt:w
found confidence.

"l am really happy to get
runs,” the Indian captain said.
"l was timing the ball well. |
was under pressure when |
walked in but | was deter-
mined to get runs. | am glad |
contributed to the tcams vie-
lory.”

His England counicrpart

- Graham Gooch was gencrous in

defeat. "The Indians descrved
to win,” he said. "They bowled
well and batled well. The toss
was a . vital factor but we

wouldn't like to make cxcuses.

The tcam which played better
on the day won.”

Former cricket great Sunil
Gavaskar wrote in his newspa-
per column that the win may
be signal thal India's — and
Azharuddin's — luck was tum-
ing. "Is this the new innings
[or boltk him and Indian
cricket 7" he wondeted. |

The remaining four  inter-
nationals will be played after
the three-Test series ends on
Fcbruary 23.

Fairbrother — a fair weatherman ?

CHANDIGAIRIL,

India, Jan 22:
"Very good at the
down market

stull but notl ca-
pable ol produe

ing a elassic.”
That's the refrain from
cricket  purists on Neil

Fairbrother, England's premier
limited-overs batsman, reparts
Reuter.

When it comes to the ulli-
mate challenge of Test ericket,
he is seen as an also-ran and
the 29-year-old's plight has
become evident once more on
England's tour of India.

On Monday, against the
odds, Fatrbrother helped win
the first one-day international

and, when il comes to the
Tusts, Fairbrother 1 seventh
on Lhe list. -

He is only on the tour be-
cause of his limited -overs abil-

his place.
“The plan was to make runs

in the opening games to en-
hnnct my Test chances”, he

But instead he made 19 in
three innings and he admitted:
"I can't be bitierly disap-
pointed if I'm not 'In the Test
team when they name it.”

“There are plenty of good

Lo ﬁi: lﬂrl‘ﬁﬁrﬁ?ﬁ fﬂl IHF?

have Lo wail for an opportunily
and, il 1t comes, take iL"

“l try and "be philosophical
aboul it. I'm happy 1o be part of
the tour, anything clse 1s a
bonus.”

The last of Fairbrother's
Tests was in mid-1990. Since

Knraa Open results

SEOUL, Jan 22: Denmark's
Thomas Lauridsen, Barcelona
Olympic brorize medalist, beat
Alan Budi Kusuma of Indoncsia,
who won the gold, in a men’s
singles semiflinal at
110,000 dollar Korea Open
badminton championships
here today, reports AFP. -

The set scores were 15-10,
15-13.

L.auridsen, seeded Oth,
faces the second-seeded Joko
Suprianto of Indonesia in the
final Saturday.

Suprianto beat South Korea
Park Sung-Woo 15-9, 15-7 in
the other semifinal match.

Swedish colour
at Aussie Open

MELBOURNE, Jan 22 :
They descend on Melbourne
cvery January. Garish figures
with painted faces shouting in-
comprehensible slogans, re-
ports AP, |

The Swedish. [fans, hun-
dﬂ! of them, are one of the
trademarks of the Australian
Open tennis championships.

It's [reezing al home and
Lthe soccer season is in recess,
so the young Swedes opt to
mix a holiday in the¢ Down
Under summer sun with the
chance to cheer on I'.hel..r com-
patriots.

With faces atnted in their
blue-and- yelf national
colours, the Swedish hordes
carouse and sing loud- songs in
their native language.

Many wear Viking hnrn
hats. Others go around without
shirts and swill cheap wine
[rom plastic bladders.

ITTF boss wants it

. faster, popular

TOKYO, Jan 22: The presi-

- dent of the International Table

Tennis Federation (ITTF) to-
day called on players and offi-
ctals world-wide to make the
game faster and more popular,
reporté Reuter.

Ichiro Ogimura said he and
two other top executives of the
sport's governing body would
present a resolution at its gen-
eral meeting in Sweden in
May, asking the 160 member

| associations to do a two-year

study of how to make rallies
longer.

"We would like to make
matches faster and the sport
more popular. One study shows
that thc sport will dwu:lap far-
ther and gel more televisipn

cove il rallies last fonger,”
s of

He sald hé wanted to sce
rallies in each point go to six
or seven shots [rom the cur-
rent average of four by revising
rules and the match format.

This could be encouraged
by switching serve at cach
point rather than every [ive
points, ruling that all serves
mus! he made in front of the
body and by changing the raw
maturials [rem which bats are
made 1o make serves slower,

Orne oplion is to cut the
nuimber of points necded (o
win a gamc to 11 from the
current 21.

This has been tried out in
several countries, including
Japan and Yugoslavia, in do-
meslic competitions.

"We should do experiments
first. If there is mutual con-
sent, it will be nkuy to change
rules and format,” Ogimura
said.

"The time has come for

Japan (o take the leadership in
revising rules.”

He said the

current 21-

point lormat would remain for

Sport

'I'.ht:,

MELBOURNE,
Jan 22 : Michael

Stich squirmed

his way through
another five-sect-
‘ter as he diced
with a lowly-ranked Australian
wild card belore reaching the
round of 16 at the Australian

Tennis Open here Friday, |

report agencies.

Just two days ' afller endur-
ing a five-set second round
match with Frenchman Fabrice
Santoro, l4th seeded Stich
cked out a 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 (7-0),
4-8, 6-1 victory over 161-
ranked Jason Stoltenberg.

While Stoltenberg, granted
direcl entry into the draw at
the diseretion of the organis-
crs, fafled in his bid, two quali-
ficrs pushed on into the
seeded round.

Americans Chris Garner and
Kelly Jones upset fancied
compatriots while American
Zina Garrison-Jackson was
Friday's only seeded casualtly
[alling in straight sets to
France's Julie Halard, ‘-

"l played pretty bad today, "
conceded Stich. "But I'm. still
in, 1 am in the round of 16, but
if 1 keep going like that, 1 will
be I'm.uaaed on the match and
a LBLIPIE of other things."

"l should have won in three
sels. | was up in the first set 5-
4 and then | choked a bit and
lost, 1 vas just terrible.”

Defending champions Jim
Courier and Monica Seles
turned up the heat Friday, con-
tinuing their dream runs with
straight-sets third-round vic-
tories,

American Cnuﬂtr was too
strong for bespectacled
Frenchman Guillaume Raoux,
winning 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 1o ad-
vance to the round of 16 as the
on-courl temperature climbed

o 42° C (108° F). :
"I'm hoping it gets hot ,”

said Courier. "I 'm from
Florida. Im used to the heat. It
suits me.”

Seles, who is inuking for
her third straight women's
singles title, was even more
dominant in trouncing veteran
American baseliner Patly
Fendick 6-1, 6-0 in just 47
minutes. The match had only

74 points, of which Seles won

52.

"l tried not to let her get
tao much inte the match,”
Seles said with masterful un-
derstatement.

The Yugoslav player has
made it at least to the final in
the last seven Grand Slam
tournaments she has con-
tesked, winning six,

- On the outside courts,
Garner, a 220-ranked New
Yorker, reached his lirst ea-
rcer Grand Slam round of 16
by putting out Todd Witsken,
the conqueror ol last year's
semifinalist Richard Krajicck.

Garner edged out Witsken
6-1, 6-1, 4-6, 4-6, 6-4 to set
up a fourth round cncounter
with 7th seed Petr Korda, of
the Czech republic.

Pctr Korda, Guy Forget and
Sergi Bruguera, three of the
other leading Europcan con-
tenders, also won third-round
men's singles matches.

Korda, the seventh-sceded
left-hander from the Czech
Republic, won a hard-fought
struggle with Ukraine teen-
ager Andrei Medvedev 6-4, 4-
6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-5). Korda kept
bis nerve best in a maich that
was crror-filled but lasted two
hours and 43 minutes,

e won when his final fore-
hand crosscourt hit the net
tape and dropped right on the

‘sideline, giving Medvedev no
chaiwe Lo recover.,

MICHAEL STICH

The Baily Star 11

ﬁ
Stoltenberg glves Stich a scare

match points before Bruguera
clinched the win and a meet-
ing with Courier.
In contrast to the struggles
ol Korda and Bruguera, Fren-
‘chman Forget, the 11th seed,
cruised by Australian Jamie
Morgan 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 in just
one hour 29 minutes. Fo
advanced 1o the final 16 of the
Open for only the third time in
nine atiempts. '
The smooth-swinging left-
hander jumped to.a 3-0 lead
and was always in command
against Morgan, a
player who had lost 1%
round in all féur of his previous
Australian Open appearances.
Fotget mixed power with
touch, clinching his first ser-
vice break in the second set
with a delicate lob.
Forget, who has not yet
dropped a set in the tourna-
. ment, plays American Kelly
Jones, a qualifier who surpris-
ingly eliminated countryman
David Wheaton 0-6, 6-3, 6-4,
6-2. .
French players Mary Pierce,
Nathalie Tauziat and Julie
Halard all progressed to the fi-
nal 18 of the women's draw.,
Picrce, seeded 10th, dis-
missed American high school
student Lindsay Davenport 6-3,
6-0, while Tauziat, the No. 13
scyd, advanced with a 6-2, 6-1
win over Nanne Dahlman of
Finland.

_j

= -
numher two Steffi Graf nf Germﬂn}f Is mrbﬂrne

while returning a shot to Jennifer Santrock of the United
States to round up the second-round match 6-1, 6-1 at the
Australian Open in Melbourne on Jan 21.

d ° Courier.

“: . handed Dutchman Jan Sieme-

lalard ‘surprised No. 16

sced Zina Garrison-Jackson of
the United States 6-4, 7-5.
. Taugziat, who next plays
Scles, lodged a complaint
about the world No. 1's grunt-
ing during last year's Wim-
bledon tournament.

"If it disturbs me again |
will complain. If it doesn't, |
won't,” TauZiat said.

Another French player,
Isabelle Demongeotl, was
beaten 6-1, 6-2 by Australian
Nicole Provis, a lormer French
Open semifinalist.

No. 6 seed Conchita
Martinez struggled by Miriam
Oremans of The Netherlands
6-3, 4-6, 6-4, while Puerto
Rican-born Gigi Fernandez
won alter a lough struggle
against [fellow wunseeded
American Robin White.
Fernandez advanced 7-6 [8-6),
3-6, 7-5, to equal her previous

* beslt run in the tournament.

The tournament offers

prizemoncy of 'US dirs 4.82

million and continues through
Jan 31.

—- AFP photo

"Maybe that was the present
for my birthday,” said Kerda,
who turns 25 on Saturday.

'l played a bad malch,” said
Medvedev. "} think 1 descrved
to lose this match on a net
cord. It was the right end. I,
was like a [Mike) Tyson punch.

_The end.”

Korda fs aiming to build on
his performance of last year,
when he reached the final of
the French Open, losing to

Hie served and volle-
yed with ferocity against the
skilful Medvedev, but also hit
12 double faults.

Bruguera, the 15th seed

from, Spain, struggled past left-

rink 7-6 (7-5), 4-6, 6-3, 3-6,
9-7.

Clay court specialist Bru-
gudya has taken 14 sets to win
his three matches.

"When you are plaﬂng tough

Slow servé suits Courier fine

MELBOURNE,
Jan 22 Jim

Courier doesn't
care how hard his

serve is. The

world's top-rank-

ed tennis player will settle for
accuracy every lime, reports
AP.

Courier was only clocking in
al around 170 kilometres per
hour (106 miles per ‘hour) as
he swept 1o a 6-4)6-3, 6-4 win
Friday over Frenchman
Guillaume Raoux in the third
round of the Australian Open.

German Michael Stich, the
hardest server in the lourna-
mdnt so far, has been timed at
a fecarsome 203 kilometres per
hour (126 miles per hour).

"1 think 1 can’ serve harder,
bul | was eflfective today, which
is what | set out to do.” Courier

16 mecting with Spanish base- Courfer finds the exira
liner Scrgi Bruguera. scorcboard. at courtside a dis-
Tm sitting here aller three  traction.

straight scts. Whether [ hit at
200 or 160, so long as my
placement 1s good It is not re-
ally a concern of mine what
the radar gun says.

"So long as my serve is el-

“I've just learned to block it
oul because | used to get
pretty” upsct about it.”

Courier also got prelly
upset during his second-round
win over compaliriot Robbie

Cfeetive, 1 couldn't care less Weiss, earnd a dirs 1,000
haw [ast it is going.” fine for a visible obscenity an
I think it's stupid. | think unleashing a tirade of abuse.
it creates a thing where you He was calm against Raoux

say, 'Gee, | hit that one at 200,
let's see il | can hit this one at
202. What's the point?”

Scrvice specds are [lashed
to spectators on the two show
courts al the Australian Open
— much to Courier's annoy-
ANCE,

"I don't pay attention Lo ft.”
he said, Occasionally | will see
it because they put it right in

bul said it sometimes does him
good to lose control
"Occasionally it gets to the
point where | need to have a
release. | then try and | have
. one release and nol mere than
one. Sometimes it's very pro-
ductive to blow ofl some steam
because the pressure is build-
ing. it's good to have a release
value and you're back to where

al Jalpur with a swilt and then the left-hander, named |the World Championships in said fter clinching a round-of-  your face so you can’t miss it.” vou should be.”
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