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Potholes and the Hardship Syndrome

by Parveen Anam i

It gives us immense delight to sit back and
hear the enlightened class narrate the
'hardships' of Dhaka. Dhaka, this gorgeous,
noisy, polluted, dirty, dear city of ours is more
often than not termed as the 'hardship posting

. by the sophisticated majority. Marvellous de-
scription, we mutter sardonically to oursclves.

And never more than when we are bumping
along those bumpy roads, so desperatcly
spruced up for the Summit, which unfortu-
nately fell on such hard times. Summit or not,
the mnd: will hardly be recognizable now for
the next three months or so. Thekn of course
we are all back to square one till the next
Summit. We hope. But till then perhaps the
description of the 'hardship posting can be
cha to a 'tolerable posting’ by the enlight-
ened elite? Surely even they cannot complain
when we are so spruced up and shiny?

We wonder at times il there is any sense in
pointing out the merits of the city to the su-
perior being busy describing it as the 'hardship
training’ ground. In spite of our faults and
hardships we have our positive sides too. How
else can we describe the ability of the potholes
to disappear so miraculously comé Summit
time to reappear immediately afterwards? The
potholes have their merits too, of course. No
other 'hardship posting' gives the long sufler-
ing. whining multitudes such valid reasons lo
whine and grieve. The fact that they can so cas-
ily forget all the positive sides of the city is al-
ways causc [for great wonder. Somechow, Lthe

potholes seem to be foremost in their minds

when they refer to the ‘hard points’ of the

place. What other reason can anybody have lor

calling this delightful city, such harsh names?
The power situation is quite tolcrable as
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even the most eritical will admit. Actually, the
¢leetric authorities deserve a resounding pat
on the back for a credible performance. The
waler position may not be enviable but will suf-
fice. But the suffering hordes, who are always
grumbling about the 'hardship posting' cer-
tainly do not face these ordinary problems. In
fact, in more candid moments they will pmba-
bly admit io themselves that they have never
had it so good. The "hardship' bit is the facade
they have to maintain to keep the extra al-
lowance coming in and the 'R&R' ensured.
Marvellous tactlics, these.

llere we are, innocently presuming it is the
potholes which make them unhappy; whereas
all the time they have their wee brains working
overtime to ensure their comfort. Clever. But
coming back to the potholes, some big cnough
te accommodate a boat, will now be tolerable
with the winter here. Gorgeous time of the
year, winter for us. Even the 'hardship wallas'
admit that. Potholes or not they cannot hide
their euphoria at the gorgeous blue skics and
endless sunshine. Much cheaper to lap it up
here than make that trip to the Bahamas or the
south of France. Quite compensates for the
miserics of the place, they will whisper per-
haps amongst themselves.

It is only the likes of us who will take the
city for what it is worth, potholes and all. For
nowhcre clse do we fecl as comfortable as
when we are bumping along the pothole be-
cursing, laughing and
thoroughly enjoying ourselves as only the
Dhakaile can in this 'hardship’ place. The ones
who cannol enjoy the joys ol the city perhaps
deserve our compassion. They are ceriainly
missing out on a lot.

CU Pol Science

anniversary new exam Assoc Confce
today schedule begins today

| Jahangirnagar Universit CHITTAGONG. Jan 22: The

By Staff Correspondent will unnuﬁncc ? o l'l':hl:dlﬂi iwo-day seventh national con-

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(B-K) will observe the first
death anniversary of Abu

Hassan Murad today Saturday.

Murad, a leader of the pro-
JSD Chhatra League, was killed
by terrorists on this day last
year when he had been return-
ing home at Maghbazar in the

city.

The central committee and
the Dhaka University unit of
the student body have drawn
elaborate programmes to mark

of examinations aflter reopen-
ing of the University, reports
UNIS.

The decision was taken at a
merting of deans, provosts and
departmental chairman held
with the JU Vice-Chancellor
Profl Kazi Salch Ahmed in the
chair, a university press re-
lcase said yesterday.

The new time-table will in-
chude all postponed examina-
tions and those scheduled at
Lh¢ end of the winter vacation,
the press release added.

ference of Bangladesh Political
Science Association begins
tomorrow at the Institute of
Mathematical and Physical
Scicnces, Chitlagong Univer-
sity, reports BSS.
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rebuild Babri Mosque

Bangladesh Jatiya Hindu
Parishad at a rally yesterday
demanded immediate recon-
struction of the demolished
historic Babri Mosque and ac-
cused BJP, Biswa Hindu
Parishad, RSS and other fun-
damentalist forces in India of
destroying communal har-
mony by razing the 15th cen-
tury mosque in Ayodhya, re-
ports BSS.

The Parishad also de-
manded formation of a parlia-
mentary committee to resolve
the problems of the minorities
in Bangladesh.

Parishad President “Prem
Rankan Dev, General
Secretary Sattyanarayan Das,
Sadhana Das Gupta, Lakkhan
Kanti Goswami, Ajoy Mitra and
Monimohan Biswas addressed
the rally in front of the Jatiya
Press Club. :

Reading out the declaration
of the rally, the Parishad pres-
ident charged that BJP in
India and Jamaal-Shibir in
Bangladesh were responsible
for communal disturbances, in
the entire subcontinent in the
wake of the demolition of the
historic Babri Mosque by the
Hindu fundamentalists in

India.

He blamed Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao for
patronising the BJP and said it
could be to come out
of communal problem unitedly
by removing all sorts of in-
equalities. He called for turn-
ing Bangladesh into a pros-
perous and respected country.

Sattyanarayan said that his
organisation had protested the
demolition of the historic
mosque by the Hindu funda-
mentalists in India and urged
the Indian government to re-
build it immediately.

He urged Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to apply
the Anti-terrorism Act against

those who would try to destroy
the communal harmony in

Das also urged the gov-
ernment to help build man-
dirs in the country.

Sadhana Das Gupta asked -

the Hindu fundamentalists of
India not to do politics, using
religion.

Lakkhi Kanti Goswami
called upon all irrespective of
religions to unitedly fight the
fundamentalists

'Govt committed
to ensure health

for all by 2000'

State Minister for Land M
Kabir Hussain yesterday said,
the government was commit-
ted to ensure health for all by
2000 years, reports BSS,

The State Minister was ad-
dressing the national conler-
ence of the BCS (Health)
Association at EPI Bhahan
here.

Deputy ‘Minister for Health
M Sirajul Haq spoke on the
occasion as special guest,
Among others, Health Secre-
tary Syed Ahmed, Secretary
General of the BCS [(liealth)
Association also spoke on the
oCcasion.

Kabir sought all-out ellorts
and cooperation of:the mem-
be¢rs of the health services lo
achicve this objective for the
welfare of the nation.

Hearing of Golam
Azam’s citizenship
petition Feb 10

The hearing of the writ pe-
tition filed by Prof Golam Azam
sccking restoration of his citi-
renship will be held on

Fcbruary 10 before a single- p—

judge bench of the High Court
Division, Justice Anwarul Huq
Chowdhury, reports BSS.

Barrister AR Yusuf, counsel
for the petitioner, mentioned
and prayed this morning be-
fore the court for early hearing
of Prof Azam's writ petition.

Deputy Attorney General
Hasan Aril prayed for few days
adjournment because
Altorney General Aminul Huq
is preoccupied with some
other cases oulside the lligh
Court Division.
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Mild or mederate cold wave prevailing over the country
may continue for another 36 hours commencing 6 am loday

(Saturday).
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Dhaka Bar ASSOC
President dies
of heart attack

Alhaj Syed Mahbub AlN,
President of Dhaka Ainjibee
Samity, died of a heart attack
yesterday night at BIRDEM
here. He was 69, re BSS.

He left behind his wile, one
son and three daughters and a
host of relations and admirers
to mourn his death.

The Namaz-e-Janaza of
Mahbub Ali was held at Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque af-
ter Juma prayer and buried at
Shaheed Intellectuals grave-
yard at Mirpur in the after-
noon.

The janaza was attended by
Awami League General
Secretary Zillur Rahman,
members of AL Presidium
Abdul Mannan, Abdur Razzak
and president of Supreme
Court Ainjibee Samity, mem-
bers of Bar Council, District
Judge of Dhaka and elite of the
city.
The Qualkhwani of the de-
ceased will be held on January
24 at his residence at Baitul
Aman Housing Eslate.

Dhaka Ainjibee Samity has
announced a three-day moum-
ing programmes which include

“hoisting of black [lag atop
. Samily Bhaban and a condo-

lence meeting today.
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TRAVAGANed

Tickets :

Advance tickets available (from Jan. 23) at :
* Dhaka Sheraton Hotel

JOHN PLAYER

presents

%

with Laser Light

Pérforming Bands :

B Miles
B War-Faze

B Poached Boogie
B K-Oz (King of Oz)

January 28, 1993 Thursday

6 pm

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel

Poolside
Tk. 600 each .

Tel : 863391, 861191

* Filmfair Video, Sobhanbagh

Tel : 314718, 316201

* Swiss Bakery, New Bailey Road

Tel : 834121

* Rainbew, New Elephant Road

)

Organised by: Dhaka Sheraton
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The Met office forecasts dry weather with clear sky will
prevadl over the country today, while night temperature will
fall further by one degree Celsius.

The minimum temperature of 4.6 degree Celsius was re-
ported from Ishurdi yesterday (Friday) and the maximum of
24.7 degree was from Jessore.

The sun scts today Saturday at 5.38 pm and riscs
tomorrow [(Sunday) at 6.42 am.

The maximum and the minimum temperature and hu-
midity of some of the major cities and towns ol the country

‘ IR0 INTERNATIONAL
GOLD LEAF SHORT FILM FESTIVAL, DHAKA

lMlﬂ - m WETC ]
21 5'1 Citbes / Towns Te m;wmlun— In degree Celsius  Humidity in Pereentage
Central Public Library Auditorium, m Max Min 9am 6pm
[hudea 22.6 7.2 68 49
at 11 l'lt_flﬂm.iﬂml?ﬂm C hittagong 23.0 11.5 78 66
Admission cards are avalable at Festval Premise 1 Rajshahi 23.5 5.8 63 qu
w . Khulna 23.5 7.0 82 659
Harisal 22.8 7.2 25 73
Cox's [kzar 24.0 12.8 62 50
Sy lhet 21.0 B.5 * 1) B8
Dinajpur 20.1 7.5 @l 74

PEOPb'S Hepubl BTV

Office of the Execulive Engineer, PWD E/M Divn-V Saturday
a Dhﬂkﬂ 5.00 E;Illltltﬂ AEEE RO P ol
(Juran

Programme summary

Short Notlce Invntlng Tender

5.10  News in Barngls
520  Cartoon ' Care Bears Fumily
Memo. No. SA-NA/1747 Dated: 7-1-93 Eng/24-9-99 Bang 8.00  Moner Katha (Children's
Sealed cover lenders are hereby imvited rom PWD Special 1st Class/Class-1/1l EM. Contractors those have programme)

vald ABC./BC Contractory and Licence from Licensing Board in Bangladesh Form No ?i Open m:r
for the undermentioned work. The Tender papers will be receved by the Office of the Executive £ PWD EM. Idgeos h_“'"""mt mongs)
Dive. 12734/5%6,7/8 Workshop DvWood Workshop Dwn and PWD Eden Bidgs Dvn, Dhaka up to 12 Noonon 27-1- il | 350 e G
ﬂﬂ“mﬂ-mmu12mmmpmdmmﬁsmmmund representative (who SO0  Arsrbesn
may ke o remain present] The lender r will be available n the' office of the Executive Engineer, PWD EM.Divn 10.00 News in English
1MIWMM orkshop Divn. and PWD Eden Bidg Divn. Dhaka on cash payment of usual 1030 Drama scrics : Dallss
charges 2% (Two Em of the estimated cost 10 be submitied with the tender, in 11.30  Khabar/ The News
favowr of Execufive Engineer P'M'.)? EM Division No V. Dhaka through Bank Draft/Pay Order/SDR/CD from any 11.40 Tomorrow's programme

scheduled bank oved by the Bangladesh Bank Authorily have gol right 1o accept any tender or reject all the :
Hﬁlm::;w:qmw The contractor or thew authorized person can purchase lender Ob“uary
papers aher showng the contractor registration book and other documents The last date of sefing tender papers 1S
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Si No

Chowdhury Imamuddin, a
former member of Income

Name of Work

Enlonniss oy e . Tax Appellate Tribunal and

Logt — — Joint Seccretary, Ministry of

i Providing & installaion of 20 HP well wrbme  waler Tk 3,08 56975 2% ofthe 30 (thrty) the Food died here yesterday
motor set & Fre Servce and Detence mi-d days morning at a private clinic. He

@ Swidique Bazar Dhaka was 81, reports BSS,

His Namaz-e-Janaza was
held after Juma prayers atl
I Baitul Aman Mosque In

Emllwm
PWD EM Dwasion -V
Dhaka

Dhanmondht.




