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The 4 37th convention
of the Institution of Engincers,
lHangladesh begins today al
Rajshahi Mectropolitan City.
Primne Mintsticr Begum Khaleda
Zia is cxpecied o inauguratc
the convention at 10:00am al
the premises of Rajshahi cen-
tre of IEB, Upo-Shahar,
Rajshahi, as the chicl guesi

Hadnﬁshockedat
death of Mahbub

Bangladesh Awami Leaguc
President and Leader of the

Opposition Shetkh Hasina yes
lerday ecxpressed prolound
@ricl al the deaih of Dhaka Bar
Association President Al Haj
Syced Mahbub Al In her mes
sage Shetkh Hasina recalled
the contributions of Ali who
was an aclivist in the 52
Language Movernent, an organ
iwer of 71 Liberation strugshk
an eclecled commissioncr ol
Dhaka Municipal Corporation
and lormer General Secrctary
of Dhanmondi Thana unit of
Awiumi Leaguoe

She expriessed her deep
!}rmp.ilh_\f for the members ol
the brreaved family and prayed
lor the salvatton ® of the

departed soul. reports [3SS
Shishu-Kishore
festival begins

The threc-day Shishu
Kishore Festival marking the
40th founding anniversary of
the central Khelaghar Asar be
gan here yesierday. Chatrman
of the University Grants
Commission Prol Shamsul
liague inaugurated the func
tion as Lthe chicl guest held at
the Teacher-Student eentre of
BUET. reports PSS
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US jet fires missiles at
Iraqi radar site again

WASHINGTON, Jan 22 A
US plane attacked an Iraqgi
radar sile in the northern no-
[ly zone today, said Pentagon
ollicials.

A F-4g fighter launched two
missiles at the site after the
Iragis turned on the radar and
locked on to the US plane but
Pentagon officials said the
missiles missed.

"First indications are that
the missiles apparently
missed the target. We don't
‘know why that happened,”
said the official who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

It was the second incident
since Saddam Hussein an-

nounced a ceaseflire was to be-
gin last Wednesday.

On Thursday two US fight-
crs altacked a radar site, also
in the northern area.

AF adds: Baghdad denied its
air defenses had violated the
ceasclire before Thursday's al-
tack and promised to uphold
its truce.

US military officials say Iraq
provoked the latest US aerial
attack, butl they are not sure
whether the incident in the
northern air-exclusion zone
means Iraq is resuming a pat-
tern of hostility.

The officials said two Air
Force jets were "illuminated”

or targeled, by lraqi radar

. ’]hurﬂdﬂyl{uﬂ inside the so-

called no-fly zone. One jet [ired

a missile at the radar and the
other dropped bombs on it — a
tit-for-tal response that had
became a daily pecurrence be-
fore Ilraq declared a ceasefire
Tucsday.

I'resident Clinton said he
would continue to insist that
iraq. abide by the United
Nations resolutions that dic-
tated the terms of the end of
the Gulf War.

“We're going to adhere to
our policy,” Clinton said.
"We're geing Lo stay with our
policy. It is the American pol-

newly

icy and Lhat's what we're going
lﬂﬁld}r with."

At the State Departlment)
installed Secrctary
Warren Christopher said US
pilots patrolling the no-fly
zonecs would continue to de-
fend themselves against Iraqf
air defense systems.

"The Iraqis know pcricetly
well what it takes to comply
with the UN resolutions and
the establishment of the no-fly

~zoncs. | think what happenced

loday is a rclflection of the de-
termination that the Clinton
administration will have in that
arca,” he said.

See Page 12 Col 4

Attorney-Gen nominee withdrawn

Clinton suffers major setback

Zawa Raird

_— e - .

| Import of API plpes

WASHINGTON, Jan 22,
President [3ill Clinton an-
nounced on Friday that Zoe
[3aird has withdrawn as his
candidate [or Attorney-
General, reports Reuter,

Clinton issued a statement
carly this morning, calling her
‘a gifted atlorney, and a
woman of deeency and in-
tegrity.”

Baird bowed oul afler she
came under pressure from
both ' Republican and
Democratic scnators at two
days of confirmation hearings
because she had hired illegal
aliens to work at her
Connecticut home,

Baird proved unable to
withstand the strong public
disapproval, reflected in polls
and in a fllood of messages to
members, of the Senate
Judiciary Commiltee consider-

ing her nomination.

Clinton, who' took office on
Wednesday, accepted blame
for [ailing to evaluate fully the
impact of "the child care mat-
ter.

"Clearly. our review process
prior to her selection failed to
evaluate this issue completely,”

Clinton said, "lor that, 1 take
full responsibility.”
“1 hold Zoe Baird in Lhe

highest regard. and 1 believe
she has much to give to her
profession and our country. |
hope to continue to seck her
advice and counsel,” the
President said.

Baird, a 40-year-old corpo-
ralc lawyer, would have been
the first woman to hold the
top law enforcement post.

She initially rejected sug-

gestions that she quit becausc
See Page 12 Onl 1
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cripples NTL

The management of the
National Tubes Ltd (NTL) has
sought adequate tarifl protce-
tion Lo sustain the only quality
pipe producing plant in the
country.

According to the manage-
ment, the government deci-
sion to allow the import of APl
pipes upto eight inch diametre
with a low duty — only 7.5 per
cent — has threatened the ex-
istenee of the industrial unit
that produces the same in
abundance.

As a result, NTL officials
sy, the¢ country's gas sector
orginisations, main consumers
ol the pipes, have been im-
purting these pipes.

Two units of the NTL were
si'L up only to produce these
pipes which are of iInterna-
tional standard. The NTL, a
subsidiary ol the Bangladesh
Steced and Engineering
Corporation, is the only unit
in Asia, othcr than ones in
Japan and Korea which are Ii-
censed by the American
Petroleum Institute [(AP1). It
also maintains British standard
s pecilication.

The olficials also claim that
a seclion of unscrupulous
truclers are taking advantage of
low import duly on this partic
ular calcgory ol pipe by sub-
mitting false declaration to
import M S and Gl Pipes on
which duly is 60 per cent.

Star Report

In wview of .the circum-
stances, the nt has
requested Lthe Tarifl Commi-
ssion Lo reimpose a 60 per
cent duty on APl pipes from

1/2 to eight inch diametre “to -

help compete this state-owned
industrial unit with importers.”

Earlier, the NTL manage-
ment proposed to the Tarifl
Commission that either the
ban on import of GI, MS and
APl'l pipes upto eight inch di-
ameire be revived or a 150 per
cent import duty and a 20 per
cent sales tax impased on
these flems.

It was also suggested that
dutics on the steel strips and
zine ingot, being imported by
NTL, be reduced to the barest
minimum to lower the produc-
ton cost of these items.

Responding 1o the appeal,
the Tarill Commission pul for-
ward sbme suggcestions to the
National Board of Revenue
(NBR). The NBR did not im-
plement the suggestions fully.
Rather, the NTL officials say,
the NI3IR allowed import ol A
pipes and reduced the duly on
imports to only 7.5 per dent.

Import of all these flems
was banned until the Chiof
Controller of Imports and
Exports withdrew Gi, MS and
APl from the list of the Import
Policy Order '89-80, providing
for free and unrcgulated im

Sec Page 12 Col B
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Cold spell

paralyses

life across
country

Star Report

The bite of the cold spell
has paralysed | the life of the
pecople acress the country
while the mercury kell 1o 4.6
degrees Celsius at Ishurdi yves-
terday (Friday).

The cold wave which has
been sweeping the country for
over five days has compelled
people to put on warm clothes
most of the ime, while others
hardly ventured out of doors.
but the miserics of poor peo
ple who cannot alford warm
clothes have increased many
folds.

The: streets ol the cities and
towns were reporied 1o have

becen mostly deseried with a

See Page 12 Cnl 2 |

An old couple trying to ward off cold with whatever they

got in a city slum yesterday.

— Star photo
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Delhi likely to ban Shiv Sena ||

NEW DELHI. Jan 22° The
indian government is planning
1o ban a |lindu nationalisl party
blanmwd for bloody attacks on
Muslims and their property
during Lhe Bombay riots, Lhe
HHome Minister said today, re-
ports AFP

Shankarrao Chavan said in
the northern cily of Lucknow
that the governmenl was
acluively considering banning
the Shiv Sena [Lord Shivaji's
army) headed by 3al
Ihackeray, his Marathi compa
iriot, the Press Trust of India
reporied

He accused the Sena, which
champions the cause ol
Marathi natives in the wesicrn
indian state of Maharashira, of
irving to change the cos
nepolitan character of Bombay
by luecling viok nee o spur and
cxodus of immigrants

Chavan said other organise
tlons responsible jor the

I communal divide and seces-

sfonist activitics' also would be
bannced but only named the
Shiv Scna, which commands
considerable influcnee in
[3omibay, the Maharashtra capi
Lal

Chavan's announcememnt of a
possfble ban en the organisa
tion came as Prime Minister
'V Narasimha Rao on a visit Lo
soulthern Indta asked members
of his Congress (I) party to
shifl national altention back to
cionomic programmes.

Rao told a party meeting in
liydcrabad eity that the
Congress [I]'s Uimc was being
consumed in reacung to the
doings of the Hindu-revivalist
I$haratiya Janata Parly, eam
paigning for a Lord Rama
lemple on the Ayodhya Mosque
site.

"Thereby our programmes
are suffering,” sikd Rao, who
in his 19 months as premier
has launched wide-ranging

ceonomic reforms that have
taken a back seal since the
e sgjue demolition

A report from Bombay adds

Thousands of Muslims are
stiying away [rom work in
Bombay out of fear or pressure
from [lindu militants following
two weeks ol communal vio
lence in India’'s commercial
capital, oflicials said today

Mass Muslim abscentecism
has been noled as [aclories,
companics and other business
reopened for the [irsl time
this woeck Jollowing the Hindu-
Muslim clashes which began
January 5 and left nearly 700
people dead, they said.

Rohitas Patll, the Labour
Minister of Maharashtra state,
ol which Bombay is the capilal,
said the government had or
dered a survey ol employecs in
a number of industrics 1o de
wermine the extent ol Muslim
abscntecism

Indian plane
hijacker
surrenders

NEW DELIlI, Jan 22: The
htj-.n-hl:r of an Indian Afrlincs

. plane, Satish Chandra Pandey,

[rom Sultanpur surrcndered
and all 48 passengers abroad
freed, a message (rom
Lucknow said, reports T

An Indian Airlines spokes
man sald in New Delhi that the
plane on the Paitna-Lucknow

Delht Night teok off from
Lucknow ailrport at 1750 hrs
this evening.

Around 1825 hrs, the

Lucknow air trallic authorities
received an emergency call
from the pilot asking permis-
ston for immediate landing
The pilot said the atrerall was
threalened with a chemical
bormb
See age 12 Col 7
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Film Award '91 distributed

Depict life of people
in movies: Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
upon the f[ilmmakers to pro-
duce mose movies depicting
the life of the people, reports
13SS.

She said thousand years ol
history has enriched the pa-
tion. The components for mak-
ing great films existed here
she said, adding  there was
no scope for copying stories. |
hope the filmmakers will come
[orward to make more [ilms
mirroring -the life of the peo-
ple. Begum Zia said.

The Prime Minister was
addressing thg distribution
ceremony of Annual Film
Award 1991
Film Producers Association at

of Bangladesh

Osmany Memorial Hall.

Begum Zia expressed her
hope that the country's films,
the most simple and cheap
enlertainment media, would
contribute greatly to making.
the present government's so-
cial movement for attainin
social peace, discipline a
stability.

The Prime Minister said
the film making started in this
country as a protest and a
challenge. We want you to be in
the role of protestors and
challengers. This time your
challenge will be against
poverty, illiteracy, underdevel-
opment.

The Prime Minister said

. See Page 12 Col 4

BNP backing terrorisfs
for 'murders' : Hasina.

Awami Leaguc President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliamen{ Sheikh Hasina
yesterday accused the BNP
government of backing armed
terrorists for .committing
‘murders’ in different parts of
the country in recent days, re:
ports UNB,

“The countrywide revival of
anti-liberation lorces has taken
place at the direct patronisa-
lion and instigation of the gov-
crnment”, she said. "By form-
ing the armed Juba Command,
the ruling clique gave licence
to the anti-liberation elements
for terrorism, killing and mur-
der, pushing the nation to-
wards a terrible end.”

|lasina made the allegations
in two, statements on the
killing of Jessore District
Chhatra League leader Liton
and tortures on Chhatra League

lcaders Sakhawat lHossain
Arcflin and Alauddin in Mirer-
sarai in Chit

The law and order situation
deteriorated seriously and the
gowrnmcnt has “completely
ailed to ensure security to
public life”, she said.

The Awami League Presi-
dent strongly protested the
killing of Liton. She said the
government has chosen the
path of killing, conspiracy and
terrorism to stop the onward
march ol Awami League and its
student Chhatra :

Liton was killed Thursday in
a Jessore suburb in daylight.

Hasina demanded immedi-
ate arrest of the killers of Liton
and punishment to the cul-
prits.

She prayed for salvation of
the departed soul and ex-

See Page 12 Cnl &

Funds crisis stalls
BLRI researches

By Shariar Khan

Research work in the
Bangladesh Livestock Rescarch
Institute (3LRI) has almost
vome to a halt owing to funds
crisis.

The funds crisis caused by
dclay in approval of BLRI
projects has alicady given rise
to irregular payment of salaries
lo its 177 stall inclading 47
scientists, sources said.

The Planning Commission

Poura polls : CEC
starts visiting
Ctg areas today

Chiel Election Commissio-
ner (CEC) Justice Mohammad
Abdur . Roul will visit vartous
municipal areas to hold talks
with administration, election
officials, political leaders and
candidates of the coming
pourasava polls with a view to
making it an all-ou! success,

| report 3SS.

On the first leg of his tour,
the Chiel Election Commi-
ssjoner will visit Cox's Dazar
today and Bandarban, Patia and
Chiltagong tomorrow where he
will address four separatle
meelings of the officials and
the candidales.

Concerned deputy commis-

"~ which gives approval to the
projects is yet to okay the BLRI
project profiles submitted as
carly as July 1991, sources
said .

The BLRI, which started
functioning from mid 1985,
has so far completed 22 long
term and 28 short-term

projects- on beller breeding,
cattle feed, animal discascs

From mid 1988 to June
1991, the BLRI received a total
allocation of about Taka 20
crore, sources said, but since
June 1991 the BLRI has been
running on lunds raised from
its own income generating

projects.

BLRI nwn also attributed
the delay in project approval to
frequent changes in the top
echelon of the organization. In
three years from '86 to '90,
three directors of the Institute
had been changed, source said.

Sources say the World [lank
is keen to funding rescarch
projects of the BLRI, but the
desirc has hit snag as the
government is not agreeing to
all World Bank conditions. A
World Bank team, however, is
expected to arrive on February
2 to took into the problems,
sources informed.

Patients leaving
hospitals as
nurses continue
strike
By Staff Correspondent

Nurses in the country's
some 500 state-owned hospi-

tals and . health complexes

Friday passed the second day
ol their strike to press for

their 14 points charter uf de-
mands.

Responding to a joint ﬂl“ by -

- Bangladesh Diploma Nurses

Association (BDNA), Diploma
Student Nurses Union (DSNU)
and Assistant Nurses Asso-
ciation -(ANA), some 27
thousand nurses wenl on
sirike for indefinite period on
Thursday. .

The nurses sat with the au-
thorities Thursday but [ailed to
rcach any agreement, the

See Page 12 Col 6

Sharif asks
Biharis not

to move out
of Punjab

ISLAMABAD, Jan 22: Pakis-
lan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil, making his first visit
Friday to a colony housing 323
Biharis rcpatriated from
Bangladesh, advised them not
to move clsewhere, reports
AFP.

tie told the Biharis, settled
in Punjab, that resctilement
would créate administrative
problcms amd provide his ri-
vals with a propaganda oppor-
tunity, the official Associated
Press of Pakistan [(APP) re-
ported.

Hesidents of southern Sind
province had opposed plans to
repairiate more than 230,000
Biharis from

Biharis have been stranded
in camps in Ban where
they sided with Islamabad dur-

S Dy 19 Ml ¥

Give up politics,
doctors ask
Benazir

KARACHI, Jan 22: Former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
has been ordered by her doc-
tors o give up politics indefi-
nitely and rest at home be-
cause of a gall bladder ailment,
a spokesman said Friday, re-
ports AP,

The spokesman did not
know how long Ms Bhutto
would be sidelined.

The 39-year-old opposition
lcader has been criticized from
all political quarters since she
accepled the Islamic govern-
ment's offer to head a parlia-

See Page 12 Col |

Ctg Mass Killing
Day tomorrow

Awami League chiel and
Leader of the Oppesition in
parliament Shetkh Hasina will
pay a day's visit to Chittagong
on January 24 lo aticnd pro-
grammes arranged there in
observance of "Chiltagong Mass
Killing Day", reporis 1355,

On this day in 1987 a num-
ber " of people were killed
when police opened fire on a
crowd at Laldighi Maidan pub-
lic meeting scheduled to be
addressed by Sheikh lHasina as
Erl of her massive campaign

the fall of autocracy, an
Awami League press relcase
said last night.

Sheikh Hasina will address
as chief guest a public mecting
on the day at Laldighi Maidan,

See Page 12 Ceol |
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