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Vast potentials seen for
Bangladesh goods in CIS

By Staff Correspondent

A Bangladeshi en r
bnﬂnmh E-

other so-called progressive
parties were out to divide the
nation and lead the country to
a civil war,

Matiur Rahman Nizami said
Profl Golam Azam is not the
target ol Nirmul Committee,
the main target is to eliminate
Islam from the country.

He that the commit-
tee highlighted some minor
incidents in ignor-
ing the communal riots in
India to please its foreign mas-
ters and undermine the coun-
try's image abroad.

"Don't force us to go for a
not want anarchy in the coun-
try”, Nizami said urging the
government to free Golam
Azam.

Kamruzzaman criticised the
BNP government for failure to
give proper guidelines to the
nation to alleviate poverty ltke
the previous mes of Awami
League and Jatiya Marty.

“The movement will con-
tinue until the relecase of
Golam Azam”, Prol Mohammad
Yusul said alleging that BNP
had betlrayed with Jamaat
which had extended support
to BNP in forming the gov-
ernment.

:r*hmwﬂeuhpuﬂa
“mmhlh:n-ndl
want to invite all Bangladeshi
entreprencurs o come for-

ward and in a de-
Yermi manner,” Rahman

said.

He said h sheuld
open a branch of its bank in
Moscow to facilitate the trade
and urged the government to
provide all out assistance to
the entreprencurs Lo Lap the
CIS market of 200 million
people.

Rahman said the western
countrics as well as J
South Korea and other Asian
countries have already started
to penetrate this market and

Bangladesh should not lag be-

~ hind.

« Hasina bartering
party ideals for
power and money,

says Mantu

NARSUINGDI, Jan 20:
Dissident Awami leader
Mustala Mohsin Mantu
accused Sheikh Hasina of bar-

tering the party ideals for
power money, reports
UNB.

Addressing a public meet-
ing in front of the District
Awami League office here

Mantu said Awami League chiefl

is engaged in a conspiracy to
oust the tested and devoted

workers and leaders including
Dr Kamal Hossain from the

He further accused Sheikh

Hasina of taking in the party
touts and terrorists like Niru

and Ovee for unleashing dis-

turbance in the campus and

thus maintain her desire for
su . *
Expelled from Awami
League last year Mantu cau-
tioned the party workers and
leaders that Shetkh Hasina
should be held responsible for
dissolution of the party.
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of the arrested people. Tell us
how many are in which jails.

On the charges of corrup-
tion, why is no attempl made
to substantiate the claims with
some Cases can be
lodged with, or complaints
made to the anti-corruption
bureau. If there is doubt that
the Anti-corruption Burcau will
not act sincercly against minis-
ters or government support-
ers, then the opposition can at
least make public some docu-
mentary prool of what it is
claiming. Withoul any proof,
whalt is the public cxpected to
do? How can we distinguish
between issues of serious pub-
He concern and political
garbage that we arc so gener-
ously served with in cvery
meeting that one would carc to
attend?

Responsibility for authentic
public utterances is directly
proportional to the stature of
the politician making it. The
higher the stature of a politi-
cian, and of the political party
she or he belongs to, the
greater the need for that per-
son to be truthful about what is
being said. In this regard we
do, and must, expect the most
stringent adherence to facts in
every public pronouncement of
the Prime Minister and of the
shadow Prime Minister — the
leader of the opposition in a
parliamentary form of govern-
ment.

When the PM says that
"defeated opposition forces”
are behind a certain incident
we would like to believe that
claim. But a discerning and
matured public opinion de-
mands proof. What the PM has
accused the opposition of is a
very scrious nce. To med-
die in the aflairs of the defence
forces, to incile the public
againsi them, and to be in-
volved in an incident where a
protected armoury is opened
and arms are distributed to
Navymen to attack the public,
are very serious threats to the
nation's security. We would
like to believe that there is
proof of what Lhe PM has
claimed. If that be the case,
then the people have a right to
know, and the ernment a
duty o inform, as to what re-
ally happened. Without proef,
the eredibility of the PM's
claim comes into question, and
with it the credibility of her
government.

I approached two senior
members of the BNP and the
AL, and asked them to explain
the meaning of the statements
of their leaders. The answer,
without so much as batting an
eyelid, was: “This is politics. In
politics everything goes.” If

saying whalever eatches one's

What we claim

fancy becomes a regular part of
our political culture, then po-
litical debates will lose all
credibility. Yes, it is the task of

the opposition 1o reveal to the

public the shortcomings of the
government. Exposing corrup-
tion must form an important
part of that task. But in no case

should any statement be re-
moved from facts. The ruling
party is cqually, il not more,
bound by this code.

We must retrieve our puhHL
dcbate from the present irre-
spansible state to a more
sober, dignified and [actual
level, Free speech must be
‘true’ speech, Otherwise we
will become victims of the
propaganda game. Given the
high rate of illitcracy, and the
rather emotional nature of our
public — where we react first,
and only later try Lo verify the
authenticity of what we are re-
acting to — politics may be re-
duced to mere rebel rousing.

Autocracy and diclatorship
try to belittle politicians by
making them look petty, quar-
relsome, dishonest, divisive,
unrcliable, and given to mis-
lcading the pceople. Do we
need to prove them right?

Auranga granted
bail in Hotel
Purbani case

Hemayeuddin Auranga, an
Awami e MP’, was granted
bail yesterday in a case under
the Anti-terrorism Act, reports
UNB. |

The prosecution case, ac-
cording to the FIR, is that
Auranga; along with four oth-
ers, wenl to the bar of hotel
Purbani in the city on Oclober
24, last year and ordered food
and drink. The waiter placed
the orders accordingly.

~ At about 4 pm, they were
requested to leave the place as
the time of "closing” the bar
was over, But they didn't reé-
spond. Then, police came in
and arrested them. The bill of
Tk 5515 was not paid.

Enam Elahi Khan,
wailer of the hotel, lodged FIR
with Motijheel police under
section 4 of the Anti-terrorism
Act for non-payment of the bill
and harassment.

After hearing both the
sides, Anti-terrorism Tribunal
Judge Nasiruddin Ahmed al-
lowed the bail petition.

Senior Advocate Sirajul
Hagque appeared for the ac-
cused while the prosecution
case was conducted by PP
Abdur ue Khan and APP
Masud Ahmed Talukdar,

Auranga 1s now [acing trial
of a murder case.
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Prime Mlmuttr Begum Khaleda Zia m:pectmg a guard of honour presented by

the police at Rajarbagh yesterday.

PM : tradition

From l Col 3
"Culture means to live a

better life. Our struggie today
is to live a better and happy
life which depends on under-
standing, harmony and unity”,

she
r aim is to build a happy

and preosperous country. We
want to revive our lost glory
and tradition and stand with
our heads high in the world
community”, she told a huge
gathering at the function.

At the huge festival, the
shepherd boy played the flute,
the women husked rice,
weavers shuttled their bobbins,
tribal girls wove shawls, fish-
ermen fished in the water,
bauls sang their folk songs and
village nmidt:ns were in their

um?]a]ftiun cultural pro-

grammes including Monipuri
songs, Santal dances, lalon so-
ngs, Gazirpala, Jari, Puthi reci-
tal, story telling, snake char-
ming, cock fight, monkey dan-
ce and lathi khela have been
organised as part of the
carnival.

without further delay,

Che Darily Star

}| EC : Campaign
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tricts while the second one is
scheduled 1o leave Monday for
another seven northern dis-
tricts.

All six tcams are expected
o complcte their trips by next
week.

About 20 policemen and
Ansars including five armed

be | { police and two armed Ansars

— Star photo

Police impartiality
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cess of dt.n‘unrnr}r

The Prime Minister said
lerrorism and democracy can
not go together. She said par-
Hament has passed the anti-
terrorism bill because the gov-
ernment attaches top priority
lo checking terrorism.

As the Prime Minister en-
teged the parade ground, she
was received by Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury and lospector General of
Police A S M Shahjahan.

The function was attended,
among others, by Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh lasina,

Ministers, parhumunl e Ini-
bers, diplomiats, chiels of three
scrvices and high civil and mil-
itary officials.

Earlicr, the Prime Minisler
reviewed the parade and Look
the salute. She decorated the
22 recipients of Gallantry
Awards with Bangladesh Police
Mcedals and President's Police
Medals. Three of the recipi-

ents woere awarded the medals
sosthuniwously .

| Sheﬂch Hasma addrEssmg & conference of the Utta

ara Bank Emplovees
yesterday. She demanded announcement of the Wage Commission Report and
implementation of the agreement with the Sramik-Karmachary Oikya Parishad (SKOP)

Begum Zia said the respon-
sibility of the police 11.“ in-
rrt:u.u-d manifold with the
resloration of democracy. She
said the police have to be de-
pendable friends of the people
as the success of all pro-
grammes depend on their co-
operalion. She advised the
members of the police 1o be-
come “community-oricnled
and pro-people.” She re-
minded them that they could
win people's conlidence,
working in close cooperation
with them.

The Prime Minister said
the establishment of a stall
college for skill development
and higher training of police
personnel is under considera-
tion of the government She
said Taka 75 lakh has becn

sanclioned [rom the Prime
Minister's lund for h - edu-
cation of children the po-
lice. She said the nment

wanis lo further stréngthen
and organise the police force,
suiting to the nceds of the

v
L g e )

nmn in E‘lh

— Star photo

Ashuganj

From Page | Col 7
revenue due to the non-sale of
gas and NGL products,” the of-
ficial, refusing to give his
name, says quoting a May 1992
World Bank report.

The Kailashtila Molecular
Sieve Turbo Expander Plant
will start producing gas and
NGL frofnh February next year,
but all these will remain un-
used until the Ashuganj plant
is ready for processing.

A stalemate is there as the
Colt Engineering Corporalion
of Canada, the company
awarded the contract to supply
and install the plant, has been
refusing to sign the contract,
initialled November 11, 1992,
citing reasons unacceptable to
the government of Bangladesh.

The World Bank last month

threatened that it would stop

funding future gas projects if
the project’'s implementation
was delayed any further.

The 37.5-million-dollar
plant was to be procured un-
der the Second Gas Deve-
lopment Project (SGDP)
funded by the IDA, the World
Bank's soft-lending window.
But the government decided to
pay for the plant after the
closing date of the IDA credit
against it expired. The World

Bank also refused to endorse
the terms of the contract afier

a sccond evaluation of bids
with the financial proposals
revised.

The Petrobangla and its in-
frastructure consultants, the
Pencol Engincering Consul-
tants, took aboul two years o
decide on the contract, for
which tender was first [loated
July 1990, leading to the lapse
of the credit. According 1o the
Energy Minister, the IDA
credit would now be diverted
to a component of the
proposed Third Gas
Development Project.

Under the presentl circum-
stances, the Petrobangla offi-
cials speak of three options
available for the government.

options are 1) floating a
re-tender through interna-
tional competitive bidding, 2)
approaching the IDA (o include
the projeet under the Gas
Infrastructure Development
Project [GIDP) and 3) consid-
ering the recent proposal from
the second lowest bidder, the

M/S Larscn & Toubro Lid of
India, to negotiate the price

) NGL plant

Eur undertaking the job.

Adopting the Hr-.l option,
the officials say, will lead to a
delay in completion of the
plant by one-and-a-half to two
years, resulting in a loss of 78
to 104 million US dollars.

Accepting the second op-
tion will mean a delay of 1 3/4
lo lwo years in completion. In
this case, the loss stands at
from 91 to 104 million US dol-
lars. This option will also re-
quire a re-tender on agree-
ment by [DA.

Going for third option will
save al lecast six months time
needed to finalise the award of
the contract under a re-ten-
der, they say, thus reducing
the estimated loss to 52 mil-
lion US dollars.

Meanwhile, a scction in the
governmenl is still trying to
give the contract to the Colt
Enginecring Corpouration that
did not sign the initialled con-
tract by the extended dead-
line, January 15, raising new
demands.

However, Coll continues lo-
remain intransigent.

The company Llold the
Projeet Implementation Unit
(P1U) of the Petrobangla
January 13 that it could con-
tinue discussions on the con-
tract provided the PIU agreed
to the draft, suggested by Colt,
and also amended the wording
of the bank guarantece for per-
formance bond and advance
payment guarantee in such a
way that eclicnt (Petro-
bangla/GOI3) could not encash
them unconditionally.

The PIU ordered cncash-
ment of the bid bond
November 26 as Coll did not
respond to qucrics whether it
was rcady to sign the contract
by November 30 as agreed.
Later the date was extended
uplo December 15. The dead-
line was extended again upto
January 15 which too, was not
honoured by Coll.

On December 16, the
Canadian company sent a draft

letter of credit (L/C) with
amendments, On December
22, the _firm's Finance

Director faxed Lo PIU to say
that Colt agreed to the word-
ing of the L/C as amended by
the PIU.

But, 15 days later, on
January 7, 1993, Coll dis-
glaimed its agrcement to the

amended drafl of L/C saying ,

that the Finance Direclor was
not authorised o make this
agreecment. It also stated that
it was not willing to discuss
the project any further and re-
quested return of the bid bond
money already cncashed by
Petrobangla.

Even aflter expiry of the
twice-renewed deadline, ac-
cording to authoritative Encrgy
Ministry sources; the Govern-
ment is still expecting a
positive outcome of Coll's tak-
ing the job.

The obvious question that is
being raised is: Why is the gov-
ernment bent on giving the
contract with so much con-
cession to a company refusing
it? What are the compulsions?

Some cven go to the extent
of asking: Can Colt do the job?

If not, what recourse does
the Government of Bangladesh

take? Forfeiting five per cent
warranty bond after spending
37.5 million US dollars?

Has anybody ever veriflied
whether Colt has ever worked
as a tyrn-key contractor or a
general contractor for a similar
project?

And what happens if Colt
wilks off after getting third
phase payment (about 25 mil-
lion US dollars)?

Who was verified the tech-
nical and financial capability of
Colt's doing the job?

Allegations have it that
Colt's yearly turnover is less
than 30 million US dollars.
And that is why the company is
demanding changes in pay-
ment terms.

In normal cases, Colt should
have received export credit
guarantee from Canada. Than it
would not need any added
confirmation that it is now
asking for, to the L/C. Why is it
not getting EXIM bank guaran-
tee from Canada?

All these are very valid
questions considering the im-
pact of the delay in procuring
the plant on the future donor-
funded gas projects.,

Commenting on the situa-
tion, a senior gfficial of the
ERD that coordinates the gov-
ernment's cxternal aid mobi-
lising efforts said: "Suspension
of the wer sector credit
should have been an eye-
opener for the government
(now that this project threa-
tens a similar event).”

would be deployed at cach
polling centre, the sources
said adding that reserved
forces of BDR would also be
guarding the clection arcas.

The mobile courts would be
led by strates.

Mecanwhile, the EC is con-
sidering a proposal by human

rights groups to menitor Lhe
coming municipal polls.

SAARC seminar
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nomic integration of the re-
gion is the only option for
South Asia to withstand Lhe
threats of market resiriction
emerging from the growing
trend of forming regional irade
blocs across the world.

The scenario of intra-re-

P gional trade in SARRC has

constantly pathetic— only
three per cent of the total
trade turnover of South Asia
compared lo ncarly 40 per
cent in casc ol ASEAN,

Morcover, lack ol co-opera-
tion has led Lo competition
among SAARC members for a
commen product in the inter-
national market, providing
buyers with the chance to dic-
tate prices. Such compcelition
has resulted deeline in the
prices of commodities like Llea
and jute.

The Calcutta meet called for
a halt to the intra-regional
compelition and instcad
strongly recommended forma-
tion of commodity-wisc con-
sortia for exporting agro-based
traditional produce—tea, jute,
coflce, sugar.

As the meeting agreed Lo
stecr South Asia into a regional
economic bloe, the chamber
represcenlatives ol poorer na-
tioms within the SAARC called
for special preferences.

Latifur Rahman of MCCI
recommended that there
should be some mechanism in
the framework ¢f economic
co-operation for smallcr and
weaker nations litke Nepal,
Bhutan and sh so that
initial trade liberalization does
nol generale conlroversices,

Imbalance in intra-regional
trade is widespread. India and
Pakistan having superior in-
frastructure and technology
are enjoying increasingly
favourable balance in trade
with the rest of South Asia.

India’s export to Bangladesh
grew by 211 per cent in a
decade from 52.2 million US
dollars in 1980-81 to 162.4
million in 1991-92. Dhaka's
cxport to New Delhi, on the
other hand, shrank by 2 per
cenl during the period from
24.8 million lo 24.3 million.

The MCCI President re-
portedly cautioned the meet-
ing that trade liberalization
withoul arrangement ol salfety
net for weaker members would

aggravate inequalitics.

Clinton
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deadlock and drift is over'— a
refercnee to the past dozen
years of divided political power
in Washington. "A ncw scason
of American rencwal has be-
gun.”

“It will not be casy,” he
said. "It will requirce sacrifice.
But it can be done and done
fairly, not choosing sacrifice
for its own sake, but for our
own sake.”

The stylized turnover of
the office began carlier when
Bush graciously grected the
Clintons, Gore and his family at
the White House. "Good luck
to you,” said Bush, rcaching
oul to shake the hands of his
gucsis.

Bush, the filth living for-
mer-president, arranged Lo be
in Houston before the sun sel
on Bill Clinton's Washington.

By then, Clinton and his
wife, Hillary, will be donning
formal clothes to join the ccle-
brating Democratls at 1! inau-
gural balls, cheering their re-
turn to power alter a | 2-year
drought.

First was the parade, tradi-
tional, fun-filled, noisy and
quirky— wilnessed by the
Clintons and daughter Chelsea,
from an enclosed reviewing
stand in front of their new
home on Pennsyivania Avenue.
The marching will go on for
hours, with participants from
every state, including the high
school band from a place
called llope, Ark. Clinton was
borm there 46 years ago.

Before Lhe day is over, the
new president is expecled to
start pulting his own stamp on
the government.

Awaiting action are a sheal
of executive orders. They
would carry out some of
Clinlon’s campaign promises
and reverse the policies of 12
years of Republican rule that
viewed active govern L as a
costly obstacle to free enter-
prise.

Minutes before Clinton's
oath-ltaking, Albert Gore was
sworn in as the 45th Viee
President of the nation, the

Junior partner with 13ill Clinton
in an ambitious new gencration
team thal returned [Democrats
to the White House

» discussion on the
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France accuses US of going
beyond UN resolutions in Iraq

PARIS, Jan 20: France accused the United States loday of
going beyond UN resolutions in last Sunday's cruise missile
atlack on the Baghdad suburbs. Foreign Minister Roland
Dumas said the inauguration of Bill Clinton as US President
should ease tension with Iraq provide President Saddam
Hussein abided by UN Resolutions, reports Reuter

UK welcomes Iraq's truce offer

LONDON, Jan 20: Britain today ex
iraq's ceasefire offer, describing it as a ~

welcome o the
significant chimb-

down" by Iragi President Saddam Hussein, BOC TV reported
today. But at the same time, the Downing Street warned that

Major to visit India

LONDON, Jan 20 Prime Minisier John
India later this month, Major’

accompanicd

s office said Wed
by a group of British businessmen, will be in
India from Jan. 23-28, Major

Major will vigit
mesday. Major,

s Downing Sireet office said.

The Prime Minister will be chiefl guest at the indian Republic
Day celebrations in New Delhi on Tunduk will also visit

. On his return,

will pay a

for talks and lhunch with the Sultan, Downing Street said, re-

ports AP,

Babri Mosque demolition
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The resolution of the Awami
Leaguc-led Opposition alse
proposcd enactment of strin-
gent laws against communal-
ism and communal politics in
the SAARC countries and en-
sure implementation of the

proposed law prohibiting
communalism a communal
politics.

The llouse yesterday wit-
nessed a seven-hour delibera-
tion on the Babri * issue
with a two-hour lunch break
from 3pm to 5pm

The llouse resumed at ||
yesterday moming and was ad
journed at 8 last night lollow
ing adoption of the resolution.

ISS adds: The Acting
Deputly Leader of the Sangsad,
Major General (retd] M
Majidul Hugq, last night told
the Sangsad that the govern-
ment took an unambiguous and
sirong stand on the "Babri
Mosque” demolition in India.

He also categorically said
that timely actions taken by
the government helped main-
tain communal harmony in
Bangladesh.

The Acting Deputy Leader
was winding up the gencral
"Babri
Mosquce” issue that lasted for
four days.

ifuq said the demolition of
the "Babri Mosque” in Ayodhya
by the Hindu fanatics repre-
scnted an act ol heinous erime

of unparalleled magnitude that

stunned the entire world.

The Islamic world in par-
ticular was shocked and angry
over the razing to the ground
of the historic mosque,
said.

About the reactions of the
Bangladesh government, the
Acting Depuly Leader said the
cabinet met at a ial meet-
ing on December 7, last year,
immediately after the demoli-
tion of the mosque and camc
out immediate reactions on
the issuc. 2

"The response of the gov-
ernment was strongest that |
have ever scen during my long
career in British, Pakistani and
Bangladesh days”, he said.

Brushing aside allegations
[rom certain quarters that the
government had demonstrated
"weak-knced” policy on the is-
sue, he asked "what else could
be more forthright and
stronger than the reactions of
the Bangladesh government?”

Huq read out the decisions
of the cabinet meeting and
safd steps were also spell out
for the maintenance of law and
order in the country following
the developments in India.

UNI3 adds: Sheikh [lasina
yuesterday demanded cnact-
ment of stringent laws against
communal politiecs in the
scven-member SAARC coun-
trics for ensuring prace and
religious harmony in the re-
gion.

Hasina condemned desceera-
tion of the historic mosque by
Hindu fundamentalistis and
demanded its rebuilding on
the original site at Ayodhya as
well as compensation to al-
fected Muslims in India. *

llasina made a double-prong
attack on the governments ol
India and Bangladesh for their
“failure” in protecting minori-
tics in the two neighbouring
countries.

She criticised the BNT gov-
ernment for what she said
suppressing the facts aboul
raping, loot, arson and de-
struction of property and lem-
ples of minority Hindus in dil-
ferent parts of the country al-
ter the demolition of abri
Mosque on December 6.

Ministers and ruling party
MPs, she said, made self-con-
tradictory statcments in Lthe
tiouse on the question of oul-
break of conimunal violence in

the country. Seme admitied
the violence while others de-
nied.

Referring Lo the shooting
on the long march in Jessore
on January 4, she said the gov-
ernment [irst backed the
marchers and then killed the
innocent musullis like birds,
"firing on long march and

he -

killing of inmocent people
were lo please Indian Prime

Minister Rao.,” she lold the
House.

ing to a remark lly
LGRD Minister Barrister Abdus

Salam Talukdar on rlpinr
Hindu women iIn Bari
Hasina blasted him for his "bad
tasie and indecorous com-
ment” aboul women.

"To rejoice in the incident
of raping women is sheer
shamelessness . . . Pakistan oc-
cupalion forces also revelled
aller raping Bangalee mothers-
sisters in 19717 sakd an un-
Lygod | lasina,

The opposition lcader was
also critical of Prime Minister
Begum Zia's abscnee in the
louse yesterday and said the
Prime Ministcr must speak
about her government position
and answer to opposition
members’ allegations.

Mcanwhile, Jatiya  Parly
lcader Barrister Maudud
Ahmed yesierday oriticised the
silence and inaction of the
Indian government over the
HBabri Mosquc and said secular-
ism, onc ol the state principles
of India, collapsed with the
razing ol the historic shrine by
Hindu zealots.

"The Indian government
sicpped jnto the raps set up
by Ilindu fundamentalist
forces”, he said, adding that
Muslims in India will never
lorgive the Rao government for
the demwolition of the mosque.

The government has been
playing a "double role” on the
qucstion of Babri mosque and
its altermath and said people
are confused about the gov-
cmment’s actual position.

"Why the government tryin
to hide the facts of communa
violcnee in Lhe country? The
government must admit the
fact and there is no shame in
admitling the faet”, Ahmed
said. :
Spcaking on the resolution,
LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukdar said demolition of
Babri Mosquc and killing of
Muslims in India are part of an
international conspiracy to an-
nithilate Muslims,

In this connection, he re-
ferred to the killing of
Muslims in [Bosnia and Lhe

Palestinians who are equally

victims ol the international
conspiracy.

Salam -Talukder, also
Secretary General of the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party,
said Indian secularism is a
mere facade. Destruction of
mosques  and  killing  of
Muslims were econducted in
India with active connivance ol
Lhe administration.

Talukdar was crilical of the
Awami Leaguce chiel Sheikh
lasina for her reported state-
ment that the SAARC summit
scheduled in Dhaka January
13-14) was postponed due to
law and order situation. But
Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao himselfl admit-
ted that he could not leave the
country for the summit due to
internal situation.

Armed forces team
leaves for
Bosnia today

A len-member team of
Bangladesh Armed forces
lcaves Dhaka today (Thursday)
for Bosnia-llerzegovina to
monitor the no-fly-zone¢ as
military observer of the United
Nations Proleclion Force
(UNPROFOR), reports UNB.

This will raise the total
numiber of Bangladesh officers
in UNPROFOR to 24.

Theé team comprising four
officers of Bangladesh Army
and six of Bangladesh Air Foree
is led by Wing Commander
AKM | laroon Chowdhury.

Earlicr, 45 civilan police
monitors and 14 military ob-
servers were despaiched Lo
work for UNPROFOR.
Bangladesh has also con-
tributed Lroops o current UN
operations in Cambodia,
Kuwait, Western Sahara and
Somalia.



