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Saddam's Choice

Good sense: it seems, has prevailed upon
Saddam Hussein. He has offered a ceasefire Bul
one never knows what President Saddam's next
move will be. Clearly, he has not learnt from the
earlier reversal in the war he alone invited. Bols-
tered by a false sense of military strength, he un-
derestimated the overwhelming superiority of the
Allied fire power. Even after his invaston of Qu-
wait, Saddam was given the choice of retreating
without making the US, the UK and France his
adversaries He made the most wrong choice po-
ssible to his country's and his own peril. A de-
feated despot, Saddam still was lucky to, get the
best bargain under the circumstances. Not only
was the war not taken to its ted culminati-
on in which Saddam had to go, but also there was
no intermal pressure [or his immediate ouster.

Saddam might once again have received the
wrong signal in that he considered he had weath-
ered tremendous odds with credits. Such a rea-
soning might be responsible for continual defi-
ance of the UN resolutions by the Iraqi strong-
man. The latest row over the deployment of anti-
aircraft missile system {n the no-fly zone has led
to the US and then Allied missile attacks and
bombing on Iraq. Again Saddam could avoid this
military offensive if he could demonstrate enough
political savvy. Instead. hr.;cfgavc the impression
that his intransigence called for such a military
action. His offer for ceasefire however has litile
bearing on the developments in the Gulf now. It
is the US and its Allies who are going to dictate
the terms. Saddam might do well if recognised
his position of weakness in the first place. He did
not do so and the acrimonious confrontation has
once again taken place,

Once more, it is none other than Saddam who
has been the loser. He will have to agree to the
terms — perhaps more humiliating — laid down
by the Jorces on the offensive. The fact is that
Saddam has refused to recognise the obtaining
reality. His disadvantages are many and various.
Even where he is right. Saddam is beaten by
Western media propaganda. The Bush adminis-
tration in particular was bent on depict all his
moves Iin contravence with the UN resolutions.
The recent US attacks have been justifiably ques-
tioned if they were carried out with the UN
sanction. The world was however given to under-
stand that the attacks were so sanctioned but the
issue will ever remain debatable. There is none in
today's world to stand by Iraq and to bring the
point into focus. Russia has mildly raised the
question of Allied attacks and legitimately de-
manded for discussion of the issue in the UN
Security Council before further offensive. But
Russia cannot expect to be heard like the Soviel
Union used to be. ‘

There lies the crux of the problem. With the
end of cold war and the disintegration of the
Soviet Union, the US enjoys unilateral right to
rebuke any nation it considers on the wrong side.
Now the most important question is: if with the
change in command at the White House, things
will be looking up for nations known not for their
particularly good relations with America. Iraq has
already indicated it will look forward to an im-
proved relationship with the new leadership at
the White House. Bill Clinton has so [ar supported
Bush's military offensive against Irag but has at
the same time reciprocated Saddam's wish for a
new beginhing. Notwithstanding his support,
Clinton will hopefully be different in his approach
to the Gulf problem. The new US president can

il alford to drag on a debilitating military exer-
cise, specially when he has inherited almost in-
surmountable problems including the huge US
foreign debt. Saddam must be made to behave.
but this cannot be the only reason for concentrat-
ing all the energy there because there are more
pressing problems asking for immediate soluticn.

Terroristic Spree

The anti-terrorism law enacted recently tends
to diminish some of fundamental rights. And yel
the government felt it was something that the
national situation warranted and very urgéntly
too. Too much store was placed on this
controversial law — it was.ﬁmjected to be an all-
in answer to tlerrorisin of all conceivable kind.

The murder of two important political leaders
on consecutive days at Chittagong — the city
went on a complele hartal to demonstrate its re-
pugnance to the acts — gives a defiant lie to the
thought of that law having any deterring effect.
The Shibir rampage at Rajshahi University cam-
pus on Saturday night speaks eloquently of the
massive failure ol that seemingly harsh law. And
what can beat the communal elements involving

demolition of temples and burning of villages

making thousands live under a chilly winter sky
— in making a farce of that law? As if something
was still left of it to be brought down to ignominy
— personnel [rom the government's sanctum
sanctorum of coercive power — the naval wing
ol the armed forces threw suburban villages of
Chittagong into nightmarish carnage — takin
potshots at dozens and dozens of ﬁcnple an
pulting village after village to the torch and spar-
ing none thal came their way.

Medieval-style stoning of a woman in pur-
suance of a fatwa which has no legal force ran a
current of shock down the nation's spine the
other day. How is anti-terrorism law taking care
of it? Il it has failed to prevent it, how is it going
to cure it?

Road and river dacoities, wiolent clashes be-
tween groups of people always leading to some
deaths are on the increase as if in proportion
with the casualties of the so-called traffic
‘accidents’ .

Where shall we place the perforrnance or our ca-
pital city in this? From January 1, w e had eight
murders in the city in 18 days Dacoities of a ho-
rrific nature over the same period of time were
nine. And mugging exceeding half a century. In al-
most all the cases of those hijac ', fire arms
were used to make women give up their jewellery.

Things have deteriorated in so many diverse
ways. Could anyone think of a bomb explosion in
the Gazi, that ket Service giant vessel. Some

nger was carrying the bomb and reportedly

it went off inadvertently. The law and order situ-
ation has come to this. ) .

The anti-terrortsm law looks so silly! But that

is no comfort for us. Why is the social situation

taking such a plunge? Hasn't the government any
thlnf to stop it?Any positive step towards
would for the government be to presage it by an
&En admission of Lhe
blaming everything on conspiracies and the
‘handiwork of the opposition.

I;hat-

situation rather than

-

But there seemed to be a per-
sonality clash. As it seems,
CGeo Hush was determined
to have another go at Saddam
before leaving the White House
and at the “hthnr create

trouble Bill Chinton
m him another term
in the White House.

MADNESS of Saddam Hu-
ssein is well known but it is
not necessary lor anyone to
compete with him on this. He
was rightly and thoroughly
punished for his adventure in
Kuwait. One should, however,
admit that some of the condi-
tions of the Gulfl War ceaselire
agreement were not only
heavy, these were unjust too.
These indeed sowed the seeds
of future confllict and hence
the present crisis. The UN
team for destruction of Irag's

mass killing weapons have lo
been ploughing Iraq's seil

with it Iraq's sovereignty. The
process is still continuing
though some experts of the
team reportedly said the team
had already accomplished its
task.

The Iraq-Kuwait border
demarcation commission com-
pleted its work without Iragt
cooperation. Iraq has obviously
rejected its decisions. The
problems that existed before
are still there. It seems that

the UN Commissions went

ahead with their work —~ draw-
ing lines on the sand as the
colonial powers did as if it
would not bother anybedy. Iraq
continues to claim Kuwait as a
part of its territory, It has been
doing this for decades; it did
not create any serious, problem
before but why suddenly it
came to a head? The reasons
seemed more economic than
political. Gulf War has, how-
ever, given serious political
dimension to it. Last week's
border incursions some
Iragis o recover some of the

weapons they left in the pre-

FTER a decade of fight-

-ing a proxy war for the

superpowers in which a
million Afghans were killed
and five million became
refugees, Afghanistan has been
left to fend for itself.

The war-ravaged nation is
counting heavily on oulside
support to rehabilitate itself,
But response for emergency
aid has been tepid, even from
those nations that once sup-
ported the mujahideen gueril-
las against the Soviet-backed
government of then President
Mohammed Najibullah.

As carly as June last year,
United Nations Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
had issued an appeal for emer-
gency humanitarian assistance
for Afghanistan.

He reminded the interna-
tional community of its
“obligation” to see that Afghans
"be provided an opportunity to
live in conditions of relative
dignity and security.”

But wuntil the end of
October, only US$80 million
have been pledged by donor
countries — USS8100 million
short of what Boutros-Ghali
had said the land-locked na-
tion desperately needs.

The United States, which
channeled nin€ billion dollars
worth of covert weapons for
the mujahideen in Afghanistan,
pled a mere USS50 million
for the country's rehabilitation.

Earlier, Washington had
"advised” the Afghan govern-
ment against calling a pledging
conference in New York, un-
der the United- Nations' aus-
pices, to ask for bilateral-level
commitment.

Others that raked in huge
prolits from selling arms to
the Afghan mujahideen are
now adopting a "hands-off”
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Sir, | was indeed delighted
to go through the commentary
"Dangerous Fascination in
Controversies” by Mahfuz Anam
published in your daily in 12th

January. | wonder what
prompts the hon'ble minister
to make such comments. | fail
to conceive what difference it
makes whether Sheikh Mujib
in the history-making-gather-
ing on 7 March, 1971 con-
cluded his speech "Joy
Bangla” or "Joy Pakistan”, Will
it elevate the late President
Ziaur Rahman by iota of an
inch? Or will Sheikh Mujib be
stripped of "Banga Bandhu" ti-
tle? Will his contributions
down the drain, unnoticed,
dishonoured?

It is a mystery why there
exfsts a tendency in some
people to make comparisons
between Sheikh Mujib and
Ziaur Rahman. Both occupy
distinct honourable positions

in our national history. Rele of .
Sheikh Mujib in rousing the "

people against brute Pakistani
rulers eannot be obliterated

from the pages of history. We

hold both these pemmhut:aﬁ

in highest esteem.
Major Zia's call over radio

inspired Bengali uniformed
men o revolt. "Major Zia" and
"‘Capt Bhuiyan" were two
names repeatedly aired from
Kalurghat. These announce-
ments were additional ignitors
and real boosiers. It is really
utter stupidity il one attempts
to compare Sheikh Mujib and

| Ziaur Rahman. Every human
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Saddam was

(George Bush was determined to have another go at Saddam before
for Bill Clinton who denied him

time

scnl disputed arcas were un-
doubtedly violations of ceasc-
fire terms bul Iraq said it had

permission from UN officials
stationed there. In any case

gnie UN condemned this, lrag
agreed to slop incursions. it

WEas neco lo wait and see
whether furpher incursions

Gulf war and its ceasefire
terms have virtually crippled
Iraq both politically and cco-
nomically. 1l is one thing te
punish its leader for his de
structive adventures bul com-
pietely a different thing to
deny the entire nation ol its
livelthood and also its sover-

eign rights. Irag's northern no- .

fly zone above 36th parallel
stands cut ofl from iraq under
UN ceaselire terms; justifica-
lion given is S m op-
En:url Kurdish poople. True,

ul such oppressions are Lak-
ing Gh: in many parts of the
worid. Can UN or US slop
them? Let us not bring in
Serbs' rapc and torture of
Bosnian women here as it is a
slur not only on the UN and,
for that matter, on ether
Westlern allies, but also on the
entire civiisation. While such
abominable things have been
happening in Bosnia, US and
Western allies imposed "No-lly
zone” on southern lraq o pro-
tect Shiites even wilthout any
specific UN authorisalion. [t
was apparently done through
extended interpretation of Gulf
War ceasclire terms. These
twoe no-fly zoncs at the north
and south virtually divided Iraq
into three parts. In its pwn
terrilory lraq is branded as an

encemy and it can not fly its

own aircrafl! Iraq slationed in
its own territory, in and
around 32nd parallel, some
anti-aircraft missile batlcries —

Afghanistan: No Help t

probably useless ones com-
pared lo sophisticated US
equipment, but US and allies
demanded their removal. They
say these posed threal 10 US
and allled planes which patrol
southern Iragi sky. Saddam
reportedly re them but
probably notl far enough. The
US did acknowledge that the
missiles were moved out of the
original threatening positions
but they were not sure about
the locations due to poor visi-
bility. Saddam was indeed play-
ing with the US in the |ast
days ol Dush administration.
His missile balteries posed

with the US in the last days of Bush

T Cnough o justify aliied
bonibings”? The Arab world and
alscr many other countries have
efther condemned or seriously
criticised allied bombings on
il*-irr.l.

If one looks at the events it
scems clear that Saddam's
games posed no serious threat
w US and allled positions in
Irag. There was po emergency
atl all. Even the White [louse
spokesman specifically men-
tioned about Saddam's "cheat
and retreat” gane. Dut appar

ently, Bush became intolerant. |

Despite apparent initial hesita-
tions from Britair and France,

SPOTLIBIIT O MIDDHLE BAIP

VMuslehuddin

hardly any serious threal o US
and allled aireraflt. But there
scemed o be a personality
clash. As 1t seems, George
Bush was dcicrmined 1o have
another go al Saddam before
lcaving the White |louse and at
the same time create enough
trouble for Bill Clinton who
dented him another term in
Lhe Whiie [House.

Allied war planes—about
100-started attacking Iraqi
missiles sites and other mili-
lary Largets on January 13.
Accordingly 1o the Pentagon,
about half of the targets were
destroyed. Ne allicd war plane
was hit by Iragi missiles. This
only proved how ineflective
the Iraqi missiles are. The US
and allled auacks have been
conlinuing. Again lragi civilian
targets including residential
hotel were hit killing scores of
civilians. The questions s —

woere the lragi provocations

Aid to rebuild Afghanistan, once the battle-
field for a showdown between the super-

powers, has been very slow in coming.
Nasim Zehra reports from Islamabad.

policy toward the l:nunllrjr. The
ltalians, whose companies

made big business out of scll-
ing land-mines to the guerillas,

‘are even wary of providing sub-

stantial support for de-mining
efforts.

This has prompted one UN
official to tell an 1taltan diplo-
mat: "Let some of those war-
time profits that your compa-
nies made be plough~d back
into clearing these death
traps.”

After 14 ycars of civil war,
mujahideen guerillas suc-
ceeded in finally overthrowing
Najibullah in May A coalition
government formed by the

“dilfogent mujahideen factions

has been in place since, and
Afghan refugees from nearby
Iran and Pakistan have begun
returning home,

But land-mines have killed
many + of the returning
refugees. Hundreds have also
been killed after the coalition
began to crack along tribal
lincs and the radical Hezb-i-
Islami group launched attacks
on the capital, Kabul.

As winter sets in, humani-
tartan erganisations are wor-
ried that many areas in
Alghanistan will be cut off from
food and medical supplies.
Many aid convoys arc already
having difficulty reaching their
destinations as tribal factions
stt up blockadcs.

‘Western donors have arguced
that substantive support for
rcconsiruction should come
only alter Afghanistar gains
political stability and 'peace.
Said one Western diplomat:
“"Who do we send aid to when
Afghans are fighting among
themsclves?”

German foreign minister
Klaus Kinkel told reperters in
Islamabad last month that
while there 1s a lot of aid for
Afghan reconstruction in the
pipcline, these will not be re-
lcascd until there is a stable
government in Kabul.

But the Afghans have
countier-argued that recent
fighting has been restricted 10
Kabul while the rest of the
country is tranquil. They have
also pointed out that people
have rcmained determined to
rebuild their homes as
refugees come back in droves.

Outside the capital, tradi-
tional administrative nctworks
have begun functioning once
more as lile returns to normal.

Experts say Afghanistan's
rehabilitation needs are two-
fold: Immediate needs include
essentials to gel refugees back
on track such as basic waler
supply and seed and fertiliser
to grow crops.

For the long-term, they
country nceeds to do major
road repairs and build com-
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being has good and bad quali-
ties. Definitely both these per-
sonalities were no exceptions.

History is the best judge.
Time will, of course, place
them in their own thrones.
We, Bengalis (and Bang-
ladeshis}, owe a lot to them.
Let us all keep them above
controversics and salute them.
Major S. M. Shahiduzzaman
(retd) "
Kawran Bazar, Dhaka.

A tribute to Nasim
. Khan _

Sir, 1 refer to the recent
announcement in both the
clectronic and print media
pertaining to the repatriation
of 300 stranded Pakistanis on
10. The report
stated that, the hon'ble offi-
cials of the Pakistan High
Commission in consultation
with Al-liaj M Nasim Khan of
the Stranded Pakistanis Gene-

ral Repatriation Committee
would nominate the said 300

lucky persons from amongst
the stranded Pakistanis numb-
ering more than 238,000. It is
an ungualified personal triu-
mph for Al-Haj M Nasim Khan
for conquering such herculean
heights by bringing this
perennially stalled repatriation
process to a bump-start after
precisely nine vears, as even in
1984 there was some repatria-
tion which again abruptly
ceased for no rhyme or reason.

For Al-Haj M Nasim Khan
this is a unique situation for
more than one reason. As his
single minded pursuit to attain
this goal in the face of hastile
elements, grinding and ap-

further -

palling poverty, not only man-
aged resumption of repatria-
tion but has rather promoted
him to the ranks of diplomats.

- It is no denying the fact that

what he represents is a rag-lag
outfit of Stranded Pakistanis
General Repatriation Commi-
ttee financed and run by the
most deprived and literally
faminé-stricken lot whose only

nourishment one can attribute
1o is the love for return to

one's cherished home.

It is now hoped that Al-llaj

M Nasim Khan with the sin-
cere co-operation of the offi-
cials of the Pakistan High
Commission will manage to set
an exemplary feat in attaining
an optimum and most econom-
ical repatriation process. Alter
all the present repatriation of
the Rohingya reflugeecs to
Burma involves the deputation
of more than 450 Class | offi-
cials of the Foreign Ministry,
hundreds of transports and
transit camps, yet there are
clashes resulting in deaths and
injurtes and the Bangladcsh
Govt is facing problems with
UNHCR, US and other Govts,
vide press conference state-
ment of the Sceretary of the
Foreign Ministry, his ecxcel-
lency Mr Reaz Rehman. 1t is
also hoped that, the Bangla-
desh Government wfll keep all
options open lo accelcrate the
quantum and tempo of repa-
triation of the stranded Pakis-
tanis il nccessary by involving
the Jeddah based Rabita-Al-
Alam Al-Islam Trust and other
Islamic organs. '

* Salahuddin Jamal

Pirojshah Colony, Chittagong

\hmad

US managed cooperation and
wenl ahead with the plan. It
was nothing but fresh war
against Iraq. The gquestion is —
was Lhere any authorisation
from the UN. Security Council
to US and allies to bomb Irag
to enforce compliance of the
UN resolutions? If UN resolu-
tions are violated (Lhese are vi-
olated very often by Israel and
some others, but nothing hap-
pens to them), these must be
identified, considered and
clear authorisation must be
fhn:n by the Sccurity Council
or exlreme measure like
bombing a sovcreign member
of the UN. Ilraq insisted that
there was no UN resolution
nor any authorisation from the
UN. White louse spokesman
Filzwaler sald, "The Uniled
States bascd fts actions on the
Jun 8 and Jan |l statements
by the UN Scerctary General,
Boutros Ghali, that Iraq was in

e s o i
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mumication networks and irri-
gation channels,

But a huge chunk of donors’
pledges are aimed at the
rcfugee repatriation cfforts.
Only 1.71 percent of the funds

It's Madness in the Middle East

His
hardly any serious threat to US and allied aircraft. But there seemed to be a personality clash. As it seems,

leaving the White House and at the same
another term in the White

material breach of UN

Counctl resclutions.” This was
hardly any justification for a
superpower to move militarfly
against another UN member.
Mr Butros Ghall 1s the Chief
Executive of the UN and his
statements, howsoever correct
they be, can not be the basis
for a war. Any materials breach
of UN Security Council resolu-
tions must be considered by
the Couneil itsell for sutiable
actions and not by anybody

else

President Bush's action has
not only created serfous ten-
sion In the Middle East but
also put new US administra-
tion into a difficult situvation.
Bill Clinton's entry into White
louse can not be a peaceful
one. Clinlon did show his
port for Dush's actions but
have any alt-rnative? None. As
there was hardly any emer-
gency, George Bush could have
lelt the matier to Bill Clinton
for a final asscssment of the
situation and action.
Bill Clinton is ne novice: his
considervd decision, even if it
led to bombing, could have
avoided present diplomatic
and political embarrassment.
Bush's action will, in fact, in-
crease radicallam in the
Middle East and put US into

further disadvantage.

President Saddam, as he is,
gocs by his own instinct — neo
matter what happens Lo his
prople and what rest of the
world thinks about him. But
cnough 1s enough. It is high
time for him to accept
and modify his hmﬂﬂ
tactics. Bill Clinton would
probably largely follow the pre-

sent Um policy. He al-
ready ly said, “there i1s
no difference between my pol-

o Rebuild

e

are for the agricultural sector
while 1.22 pcreent is to be
used in rchabilitating the edu-
cation system of Alghanistan,
As the country waits for aid
to arrive, international organi-
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let President Bill Clinton
who has just entered the White
llousc reassess the entire sit-
uation in the Gulf, allow pas-
sions to cool down and take
decistons that would help stop
madness in the region.

sations are trying to fill in the
gaps. The Untted Nations
Development  Programme
[UNDP), for instance, has con-
tributed one million dollars, to
be used in a comprehensive
review and technical appraisal
of Alghanistan’s rchabilflation
needs. \

The Office for Coordination
of the UN Humanitarfan and
Economic Assistlance
Programme is also putting to-
gether efforts of varfous UN
agencies in getting interna-
tional donations of food, fuel,
medical supplies and shelter
matcrial, :
. Mcanwhile, Afghanistan’s
ncighbours have proved more
forthcoming than the West in
providing aid. Pakistan has do-
nated 10 million dollars plus
50 tonnes of wheat to the new
government.

Iran has also extended it an
cxport credit facility of one
million dollars while Saudi
Arabia has provided the coun-
try with 26,000 tonnes of fuel.

India has opted to help on a
‘swap' basis. In exchange for
tea provided by India to
Kazakhstan,. Alma Ata will
supply 50,000 tonnes of wheat
to Afghanistan,

OPINION

New Jamdani Designs and

Nancy Wong's story (Star,
Jan 14), on the breakthrough
in new designs of Jamdani
textiles is the type of news
features the readers would like
lo read about.

Ironically speaking, this
story should have appeared 20
or 40 years , but our unsta-
ble and disintegrating politics
always came in the way, as it
continues to do so even today:

- the nation’s energies are di-

verted into internal political
bickering, and the profession-
als and administrators are not
allowed to devote their atten-
tion to their specific daily jobs.
In short, bringing the daily ac-
livities to normal routine level,
which is saying a lot.

Thus, in the Govt sector,
the working mode is always ad
hoc this and that, aceording to
‘the whims of the changing po-

| litical masters, who stay for a

short while, and the exercises
start all over again, with new
promises and policies. If the
political masters stay long,
they become corrupt, and the
political agitation starts all
over again — and hang the new
jamdani designs, and the ex-
port of the native chocolate
known as khefjurer gur [solid
molasses made from the juice
of date trees), or the Dhaka
cheese (world's only); not to
spcak of garments, jute, tea,
crockeries and king prawns.

The other side of the pic-
ture is that the Opposition get
a whip to create discontent
and disruption, and dtvert at-
tention from development
work, always finding fault with
the new rulers, and suavely
promising a better govern-
ment; which is theoretically
not possible, as the efficiency
curve will not shoot up sud-
denly as if by magic (the oppo-
sition is fully aware of this fal-
lacy or deception). It ts a vi-
clous cycle which we have not
been able to stop even now.

To come to the point, re-
scarch and development werk
at the lowest or rural level is

nol an ad hoc activity depen-

A Mawaz

dent on mere public an-
nouncements from time to
time by the elected represen-
tatives of the people
(popularity propaganda stunts).
Our chameleon politicians for-
get that ninety per cent of se-
rious work is invisible at the
initial stage: the result of
planting a sapling wil]l bear
fruit after several years. Our
leaders should not oversell the
"instant” Iphila:uphy. and
should stop misguiding our in-
nocent chasi-bhais. ' ;
Coming back to Jamdani
textiles, there are still neo
National Awards for traditional
Jamdani, Muslin, and Nakshi
Kantha  handicraflt de-
signs /works, as we have in the
case of art and literature {the
latter flourtsh only in the urban
areas?). It is a pity that only
top-level patronisation can re-
vive an art [Jatra is a recent
exampie). Which is the best
(scientifically) rickshaw design
of 1991, for example, or the
best fruit juice of Bangladesh
(over 90 per cent are adulter-
ated, as are the edible oils)?
Where is the BASE planning
in every sector? In the news
reports, the statistics revealed
at the CPA ([C ‘wcalth
Pharmaceuticals Society)
meeting in Dhaka, attended by
the Prime Minister, make
dismal reading:* The severe
shortage of qualified pharma-
ceutical stall at key points in
the public and private sectors
— no posls, or vacant posis —
and we are shouting oursclves
hoarse at the malpractices of a
few medicine manufacturers.
A vilal lapse is the low effi-
ciency (and corruption) of the
Inspection wing of the
Regulating agencies in all the
sectors, who are neol carrying
out their normal duties prop-
erly and conscientiously. No
syslem can have an infinite
number of layers or tiers of
Supervisors and super-
Supervisors. [his tendency has
become a discase in the soci-

Larger Issues

ely (power, telecom sectors,
smuggling, permit-hunting,
evasion of income tax, power.
brokers, nepotism). '

We have to face some basic |
gucstions: Where polities ends
and administration starts?
How to spol political interfer-
ence or influence not covered
by policy decision (nepotism,
gralt]? How far #s good man-
agement allowed to work pro-
fessionally? How bad manage-
ment is controlled? Why
"popular policies (e.g. more
factories and tertiary educa-
tional institutions when the
existing ones cannot be run efl-
ficiently; pampering surplus
stall and unproductive units)
should not Ec accorded low
priorities?

As a citizen, | have the same
message (we can also ser-
monise!) for the two political
groups, those in power, and
those in the opposition: Stop
politics and do some work we
all can sece. We are not inter-
ested in (your) politics — we
are busy with our own profes-
sions. We work quictly, and
cxpect the same [rom Lhe
other prolessionals. What hurts
us is that the politicians
(hopelully professionals) think
that their audiences are dumb-
headed.

Tell us how fo bring LDC-
level research and develop-
ment work (like this Jamdani
example] down to routine
level. We have been repeatedly
told that everything dene so
far is wrong and only a eertain
political party can deliver the
goods. It is not a question of
patriotism or differences in
political idcalogies: it is pure
and simple transparent and
non-technfcal honesty. There
is no shortage of skilled work-
ers at all levels, and we have an
unltmited supply of unskilled
workers. What is it that the
politicians are looking for that
is mysterious and we de net
understand? A (ime might
come when we might lose faith
in polities, if we have not al-

ready done so.




