12 The Puily Star

Saifur : WB priorities
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own funds lor more electrieity,
However. he admitted that
“the Energy Ministry has not
yet been able to use the funds.”

He said that the govern:
ment was also spending local
funds for rehabilitation of
10,000 primary :schools, na
tonalisation ol more than 300
secondary schools and provid
ing scholarships to girl stu
dents from Class VI to Class
X11

According to the Minister
more than 400 crore taka will
be spent for scholarships Lo
girls during the next two years

Referring to slow pace ol
private secctor investment
Rahman blamed the lack ol
courage by bankers

"At Macro level we have an
excellent invesimen! environ-
menl, but my Achilles heel is
the private sector. It is not
coming up in proportionale
with the money we have ™ he
saud

Rahman blamed Lthe “vested
inderests” in instilling a “sense
of fear among investors.’

The Finance Minister, how-
ever., was glad with the econ-
omy's performances in the
first four months of the cur-
rent financial year

He gave somwe stlatistics in
support of his contention

For example, the export hag
grown by 3] per cent, imports
by 19 per cent and develop-
mentl spendings by 12 per
cenl. The inflation for the last
month s estimated at only
three per cent.

The Finance Minisler oncee
again defended the forcign
currency reserve currently at
the level of 1.8 billlon US dol
lars.

"This docs not mecan Lhal
the economy is slagnant,
Instead, this is the result of
good liscal management,” he
said adding that "this reason-
able level of reserve is necded
to guard against any sudden

failure in crops or an unex-
pected noed for mare im-
pords.

Asked aboul the low price
ol loodgrains the larmers are
getling in comparison with
cosl of production, the Finance
Minister said, "Our [armers
olwen make \1mbalanced use of
agricultural inputs which
raises Lhe cosl of production.”

in reply to a question on
goods smuggled [rom India
Rahman said, "the best guard
against smuggling is to make
our commoditics more com-

pelitive and allraclive price-.
wist 0 OUr CONSUMers.
"Who 1s going 1o buy

Bangladcshi sugar or eggs il
the prices are higher than
those oflcred by the Indians.
This is the réality,” he said,
3SS adds : In another func-
tion yesterday the Finance

Minister said we are to survive
h‘f exhibiting UIH‘IU'\»'[ resilience

b Lis CR (4]
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of multt polar problems

He sad sinee the Second
World War although nstitu
tions like GATT. UNCTALY, IMF
have emerged with the objes
tive ol ratfonalisation of grade
coonomy and rational resource
fow among the global commu
nity, the interesis of the Least
Developed Countres were not
mel as expected due too the

dominance ol the developod
cCountnes
The Finance Minisier was

presiding over a session on
Importance of International
Trade ;| Role and Funcuons ol
GATT: Advantages for Bangla

desh of Active Participation in
GATT" in the weeklong
Hangladesh seminar on GATT
and the Uraguay Round al a
loeal holel

Saifur Rahman underscored
the need lor early conclusion
ol the Uruguay Round for the
interest of the third world
countries despite many in
equalilies and distortions in
the total gamutl becausc of the
predominance ol privileged
global cofnmunity. e said the
theory of comparative advan-
tage, as cnvisaged in the GATT
and othe¢r institutions are be
ing sacrificed al the altar of a
few privileged countries of the
world.

The Finance Minister said
the world trade pallern is so
much uneven Lhal the tolal vx
port from 47 LDCs is only 10
billion US dollar which is 0.4
per cent of the total world ex-
port and equal 1o Lhe dislor
tion of the total world cxporlt
and cqual 1o the distortion of
the USA's trade figure in a
year. lle said, it s so unfortu-
nate that even the founders of
GATT did not abide by the
cardinal principle of the insti-
tution ftself.

Saifur Rahman said LDCs
like us have to strive hard to
turn our status from primary
goods cxporters to finished
goods exporters. lle said we
will have to address the prob-
lems to reduce poverty and
cnable oursclve to attain the
stature and strength to face
the multiple and sometime
conllicting conditionalities of
the world bodies which are
imposed on us.

Moulana Abdus Sobhan MDD,
Akhtaruzzaman Choudhury MP,
Redwan Ahmed MP.
Major(Retd) Akbtaruzzaman
MP. Shkawat Hossain MP,
Major [Retd) Abdul Haliz MP,
Ansar Ali Siddiqui MP, Begum
Farida Rahman MP, Chairman
ol Tarill Commission Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir,
Secretary of Civil Aviation and
Tourism Ministry Habibur
Rahman, participated in the
discussion while Eric
Sorensen, Dicksonp Yeboah, and
M Kakabadse, GATT represen-
tatives, and division chiefl of
Planning Division Dr M Ml
Talukder presented the key
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A large'number uf the pll"t-lﬂp-llnli nf Biswa ljtema could not return hnrna for want of
transport till Tuesday — two days after the conclusion of the Muslim congregation at Tongi.
— Et.ar

Babri discussion

From 1 Col 7
complete his speech on the
issue which he could finish the
day before due to adjournment
of the House, Moni accused
the Awami League MP
Dhirendra Debnath Shambu of
providing the House with mis-
l¢ading information about the
communal situation in the

former's constituency

The AL MP while deliberat-
ing on the issue the day before
claimed that a number of
temples of the Hindu commu-
nity in Barguna came under
attack of Muslim fundamental-
ists after the Babri Mosque in-
cident.

Moni claimed yesterday that
no temple in his constituency
[Barguha) was attacked by any-
body and added that the oppo-
sition MP's claim would defi-
nitely be proved ‘[alse’ if an in-
vestigation was conducted.

1 shall resign my parlia-
ment membership if the oppo-
sition MP can substantiate his
claim. In that case, he has to
resign his membership in case
he fails to come out with evi-
dence of ‘destruction of any

temple in the area'’, the
Treasury bench MP added
Dhirendra Debnath

Shambhu, standing on a peint
of personal clarification later,
accepted the. challenge and
urged the Speaker to form an
all-party parliamentary com-
mittee to probe into the issuc.
Moni also accused
Shod Shekhar Halder
of the Awami League and
Suranjit Sengupta of tLhe
Canatontri party ol exaggerat-

ing Muslim' reaction in the -

country against demolition of
the Babri Mosque.

Shudhangsu Shekhar
Halder had Sunday claimed
that 29,000 temples of the
Hindu community were demol-

ished in the country following

b the Babri Mosque incident

while Suranjit claimed the
3000 Hindu women had been
raped, |

Moni said, this sort or ex-

aggeration virtually tanta
mounted to the insccurily oi

the minority Muslim commu-

nily in
:' ltJ? clarifying his state-
ment ol the day belore said the

he would come out with a pub-
lication with statistics rclating
to the demolition of temples in

| the eountry.

|| invited BNP member
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Suraniit said that hc would
give. cvidence only when the
governmentl officially con-
tested his claim rcgarding

rape of the llindu women.
BSS adds: The Speaker first

Nurul
Islam Moni to resume his
speech which he could not fin-
ish on Monday due to ad-

journment of the House.
Moni referred to various ob-

servations made by Awami
l.eague member Shudhangshu
Shakhar Halder and submitted
that the statistics given by the
member about oppression on
the Hindu community here in
the afltermath of the Babri
Mosque incident should have

| been substantiated by Halder,

otherwise, it would prove to be
a provocation to damage the
harmonious social fabric.
Jatiya Party acting chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
condemned the destruction of
Babri Mosque and said that the
tendency to impose one's own
opinion or faith on others was
a social guilt and that it could
nnl be dccepted in any man-

Chow:lhunr demanded im-
‘mediate rehabilitation of the
mosque at its old site,

The JP leader held the gov-
ernment responsible for not
being able to take timely steps
lo econtain social harmony in
the country and referred to
the firing at the Babri Mosque
peace march in Jessore which
he observed could have been

avoided.
Participating next, "Awami

League leader Abdur Razzak
demanded banning of eommu-
nal politics in Bangladesh to
root out eommunalism from
the soil which he observed was
tr;ﬂnl to vitiate the social

"’ﬁ i:ader Shamsuddoha,
who condemned the destruc-
tion of the historic Babri
Mosque and demanded its re-
construction in the original
site without delay, st

| eriticised the Indian central
government- for fts surrender

to the fanaticul forces led hy

work w - ne

Loan-distribution plan
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ensure the right of women as
envisaged in the Constitution.

She also referred o sceveral
mecasures taken by her gov-
ernment for the women's de-
velopment including the in-
troduction of [ree-education

upto class eight for girl stu-

dents in rural arcas, scholar-
ships for female students, the
policy of fulfilling 60 percent
posis of primary school tcach-
ers by the female and revital-
ization of the Jattya Mahila
Sangstha.

Begum Zia said she had al-
located Taka two crore and
seventyfive lakh from his own
fund for the loan-distribution
programme for the rchabilita-
tion and welfare of the dis-
tressed and helpless women.

The trained women indif-

| ferent figlds will be given loan

under shis amme so Lhat
they can generate self-em-
ployment for their economic

benefit.

Al the initial stage this pro-
gramme will be implemented
in 22 greater districts of the
‘country. Advisory commitliee at
the national level, standing
commillee al the ministerial
level and district fevel com-
mitices have been lormed for

the implementation ol the
programmc.
The PPrime Minisler con-

gratulated them and said the
introduction of this pro-
gramme would help stand the
distressed women on thelr
own [cet and increase their
dignity and scll-confidence in

1he society.
She said the programme,
which would invelve the

women in the economic activi-
ties, would hel remove social
discrimin itien and contribute
to the roveriv alleviation.

o e AL
no alts rnative to crealing equal
npportunities for all to make
cemocracy meaninglul,

In an independent and
democratic country we all are
cqual pariners in the dewvel-
nprnLnt she said stressing the

v Jia said there was.

need for launching spectfic re
habilitation programmces at
private level side by side with
the government initiatives.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed the hope that the
country would be rid ol poverty
through the united efforts of
all.

Enamul Hugq. Secretary of
the Ministry of the Social
Wellare and Women Mlnlr: also
spokc on the occasion.

Another report add: The
village home of late President
Ziaur Rahman, today wilnessed
an impressive look as streams
of people celebrated. the 57th
birth anniversary ol the late
lcader lalking Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia with them.

Prime Minister Begum Zia
Mew o village Baghbari, eight
milcs [rom the district head-
quaricrs, o join thousands of
villagcrs who ccelecbrated the
birth day of Zia w!t'l'i cnthusi-
AasIm.

The festivity was on & hiegh
key as the people in larg
numbers participated jovfully
in *Zia Mcla” and cullural
[unctions organiscd on the oce-
casion.

The Prime Minister opoenced
the three-day “Zia Mela® or-
ganised by the Jatiyatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangtha
(JASAS) in fronl of the village
home of Zia. There are 40
stalls in the exhibition (mela),
first of its kind in this village.

Then Begum Zia, wentl to
her father-in-law's house
which was also surrounded by
thousands of people.

An emotional Begum Zia
stayed for morc than an hour
at the house¢ where Ziaur
Rahman was born on January
19; 1936,

Earlicr, Begum Zia laid the
foundation stone of Shahced
Zia Memorial llospital and in-
augurated Lthe Shaheed Zia Red
Crescent Mother Club and
Children Wcelfare Centre.

President Ziaur Rahman
who was nicknamwed
had 'passed somc of his boy-
hood days at Baghbari village.

as Komal

Hare Road mansion
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the land filling and!landscap-

ing work was being done by A
Malek and Company and oth-
ers.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary question [rom Rahmat Ali,
the Minister said that the de-
cision' to construct the build-
ing was taken during the pre-
vious regime "to fulfil its own
luxurious desires.”

At the time nearly Taka
three crore worth of work on
the building was done. Later,
the minister said, - the

| Caretaker Government con-

templated abandoning the
construction work.

But, Acting. President
Shahabuddin Ahmed, who was
in charge of the Works
Ministry, decided to restart
the construction work after
being told that it would be ex-
pensive to dismantle the

building, the minister added.

Ganotantri Parlty leader
Suranjit” Sengupta took the
floor and asked why such an
expensive residence was being
built for the Prime Minister
when she already had a resi-

‘dence in cantonment and two

spacious olfices at her disposal.

The Works Minister denied
that the building was being
built for the Prime Minister,

He said that when the
building was planned there
was confusion over who the
residence was being builtl for.
"Inside it was written that it
was for the president while
putside it was written that it
was for the vice president.”

He added that “lot of peo-

ple” wanted the building for

themselves, "And | don't want
to ‘embarrass anyone, so please
don't force me to do so.”

At this point, AL member
Sheikh Selim asked why such
an expensive residence was
being built in a country like
Ilangladl:ﬂh

The Minister repeated his
earlier answer that it was
started by the previous regime.

Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim wanted lo
know ‘why the construction
ity Poape an

vestigations into alleged irreg-

VOO, v

u.]arltiLa in the work were not
conducted by, the nment.
He also wanted to know why
such an expensive residence
was being built for the Prime
Minister.

The Minister ncknnwledgm:l
that there may have been ir-
regularitics in the planning
and initial construction of the
buiiding as originally the build-
ing was planned with an

© 18,000 st Mloor area at a cost
of Taka 7.3]1 crore but later’

the floor area was increased to
26,000 sft and work was

_started without an estimate.

The minister assured the
House that the government
was looking inlo the alleged ir-

regularities and would take -

appropriate action. "We are an
accountable government, 1 as-
sure you that an enquiry would
be held and we will take ap-

propriale action.”

he residencee was being
built for government use he
added and nol for use by any
individual or group.

"As a number of members
have hammered on the costs
and purposc of the building 1
am foreced to disclose that even
the Leadcr of the Opposition
had requested allolment al
this residence and il needed |
will produce documenis’” to
prove that she did, he said.

" The Minister went on to
add that the Lcader of the
Opposition [requently alleged
that the government was cor
rupl. "Il she ean prove corrup--
lion charges against a singlc
minister, | promisc lo resign
myself,” he declared.

Awami Lecague
immedialely prolested
ministers’ :
number of them stoed up Lo
take the [loor. But Depuly
Speaker Humayun Khan Panni
adjourned the llouse for ten
minules,

DMUC classes

resume Jan 23
By DMCH Correspondent
Classes of Dhaka Medical
College will resume on January

23 aller a 20-day closurc, a«

glilvial an

members
the

nouncement.

slatement and a

Hasina
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 1ives of the longdrawn anti-au-

locracy movement
Ershad.

The Awami League leader
also char the BNP govern-
ment [ailure to resolve
btlateral issues;, including
sharing of the Ganges water
with India.

againsi

Referring to the postpone-
ment of SAARC summit, Hasina
alleged that the summilt was
posiponed as the BNP gov-
ernment failed o arrange ade:
quale securityin Dhaka for the
lcaders of the SAARC coun-
tries.

The meetling was also ad-
dressed by Salahuddin Yusul,
MP. Abdul Jalil, Momiaz llo-
ssain, lvy Rahman, DBarrister
KS Nabi, hhdul Mannan, Mukul
[los¢ and Shamsuddoha Khan
Maijlis.

Zia's birthday
From Page | Col 2
To observe the birthday of

| the late President, BNP and its

front organisations chalked out
claborate programmes, includ-
ing Ouran khwani, milad mah-
fil, placing wreaths at the
mazar ol Zia, discussion meel-
ings, rallies and cultural func-

.| tons.

Thousands of BNP activists

.and people from all walks of

Mfe started gathering at the
mazar premises in the morn-
ing.

Day's programmes began
with munajat (prayer) secking
divine blessings for peace and
progress ol the country as well
as unity and solidarity of the
nation. On behall of various
bodies of BNP, wreaths were
then offered at the mazar.

Prime Minister Begum
Khalkda Zia, accompanicd by
ministers and senfor 1INP
leaders, placed wreaths at 9:45
am. Begum Zia was received at
the mazar premises by hun
dreds of rhildren of Z'a Shishu

i Kembor: Senaathan

. feeding

3ejore placing wreath, shc

-offered fathcha and prayed for

the deparied soul of her late
I asbeand,

Wreaths were offered by
BNP central committee and ils
different wunits, sJubadal,
DUCSU, Jatiyatabadi Ch
Dal PUCD), Sramik Dal, Zia
Gobeshana Kendra, JASAS,
Muktijoddha Dal, Zia -Forum,
Krishak Dal, Eden College’
Students’ Union, Dhaka
Agricultural institute Students’
Unien, Jatiyatabadi Youth
Cooperative Samity, Bangla-
desh Citizens Right Solidarity,
Mahila Sramik Dal, Madrasha
Chhatra Dal, Zia Shishu
Kishore Sangathan, Janaia
Bank Sramik Karmachari Uni-
on, Jatiyatabadi Law Student
Forum and other socio-cultural

organisations.

J atabadi Ulema Dal of-
fered fateha and ised a
milad mahfil at the mazar
premises after placing
wreaths.

The Zia Forum arranged

of the destitute al
Green Road Community Centre.

ﬁﬂl noon.
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The Midnight File

Govt plane hit one to
dmthinNepal

KATMANDU, Jan 19: A
airfield in northwestern Nepal hit a man and

Nepal's national news
engined Otter planc
while landing at the
Achham district,
Kathmandu. The plane

agency reporied Tuesday.
hit the man with one of its tires Tuesday
Sanphe Bagar Airport in
275 miles (440 kilome

plane landing ai an

8
L

Bomb blast damages
temple (near) Pretoria

PRETORIA, Jan 19 A bomb caused extensive

Tuesday 0 a Hindu

damage
temple near Pretoria, bul religious leaders

discounted the possibility it was linked to a Hindu-Mushkm
feud in India. No one was hurt in the 3 am attack In Landfum,
which follows sectarian riots across India in Lthe wake of the

Dec 6 destruction of the Babri Mosque by radical [lindus in
the town of Ayodhya, reports AP.

Kohl reshuffles cabinet

BERLIN, Jan 19: Chancellor Helmut

Kohl, whose center-

right coalition has been battered by scandal and a-

economy, reshufflled his Cabinet on

. e said the new

Clinton
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Washington: "“The World
Stupsd.”

Il that message is oo [aint,
Clinton need only look al his
predecessor for a hint of the
pressures of his new job

Bush, al 68 usually
and athletic, has developed a
deeply crecased, haggard look.
He seems weary, and perhaps
bitter,

For him, the end of 35-year
political carcer will come at
midday (1700. GMT]) on
Wednesday, followed by a ride
lo retirement in Texas aboard
a jethiner formefly designated
Air Force One.

A glitlering presidential
gala is planned for
night with a llollywood raza-
malazz Ronald Reagan might
envoy, including such slars as

Barbra Sireisand and Jack
Nicholson. :
Clinton and Bush will

launch oath-taking lormalities
together, with a radilional
cup of coflec at the While
House and ride in the ar-
mourcd presidential  limou-

sine 19 Capitol 1Hill.

- artillery

From Page | Col 5-
escalation of hostilitics in Irag
in recent

The skirmishes in the
northern no-fly zone came
alter Iragi missile and radar
installations “locked on” to US
and British jets and a US
fighter drew Iraqi anti-airerafl
fire, two senior
Pentagon officials said.

The renewed hostilities — a
day aller a coordinated allicd
altack on lraq's southern de-
fence network — came as the
carrier Kennedy moved within
striking distance of Iraq in the
eastern Medilerrancan.

The moves came aller
Russia raiscd objections o air
attacks on Irag and demanded
tha! the United States get
explicit. UN permission bclore
launching more raids.

The .UN Securily Couneil
planned to discuss the situa-
uon lawr Tucsday. For ils part,
iraq on Tuesday insisted Lhat
US attacks will not bring co-

opcration with UN weapons
inspectors.
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DIPLOMATS PRIVILEGED EXPATRIATES

Ym are Welcome
To

TOS Bond (Private) Limited for duty free
provisions on all working days, i.e

Saturday to Thursday.

We give delivery on Saturday also.

TOS Bond (Private) Limited.
Road No. 131, House No. 60/B
Gulshan South, Dhaka.

Tel: 603853, 607159,600773
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fresh from the gardens

a century Duncan
Brothers have been producing
quality tea in the sub-continent.

Tea loving people aroynd the
world tasted Duncan’s tea.

Now Duncan introduces Super
Gold in Bangladesh - its best tea,
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