‘G;he Rily Star

Dhaka, Wednesday, January 20 1993

Stem this Rot

The Islami Chhatra Shibir has gone on the
rampage, once again. This time at the Rajshahi
University and in the same style and pattern as
they did in the Chittagong Universily. In the
unprovoked midnight—ln—murnlrlghallachs bn its
rival student groups, in{'!udin% the Jativatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD). the Shibir let loose a reign of
terror. No less than 50 students were seriously
injured and more than a hundred others received
dilferent types of injuries in the process of flee-
ing {rom the scene. So cruel were their actions
that, reports have it, they pushed students down
[rom roofl-tops of some of the halls. But they have
worst record of inventing bizarre methods of
torturing activists of dillerent rival student
groups. Cutting veins of hands and legs, smashing
oints of the body with hammer, lashing blind-
olded are some of the methods. Chittagong
University saw the rise of this anti-Liberation
student wing and the invention of all such inhu-
man and uncivilised methods of torture.

Eversince the patronage it received (rom the
autocratic regime, the Shibir has been dreaming
of flexing its muscle in other universities in line
with its concentration gf power at the CU
Whether this highly organised student group has
taken the cue from any fascist organisation or not
is a different question, but the fact remains that it
s dead set to capture the universities. Only then
the organisation, yet to reconcile with the idea of
an independent Bangladesh, can embark on its
more ambitious programme. Its activists have al-
ready set themselves the task of destabilising the
educational institutions and in that they have
been highly successful. The burning of our na-
tional [lag by these elements is among some of
the incidents they have been involved in. On
every such occasion, however, the Shibir cadres
could get away with their dastardly seditious act
scot-lree.

The blue-print chalked out by the Shibir, as
reported by a Bangla daily sometimes back, seems
to be quite convincing in that the organisation
has poured enough resources in ensuring their
command of villagers' supporl around. Notably, in
the Sunday's attack. residents of a nearby village
also actively participated. Evidently, the blue-
print is working and working quite eflectively.
What is. however, painful is that the university ad-
ministration could not — or was reportedly reluc-
tant to — respond to the general students’ call for
their security. Even a large number of teachers'
appeal lell on deaf years. Now this looks quite in-
triguing: the police help was sought when the at-
tackers had already finished their iﬂb, What is
even more surprising is that the police allegedly
rounded up the victims of attack, not the attack-
ers. Then the delay in implementing the
Syndicate decision to assign the BDR with the re-
sponsibility of the law and order on the campus
has further eroded the sense of securily among
the general students.

But this is nol the first time that the Shibir has
been let go ofl the hook and, it seems. deliber-
ately. The BNP government has not done much
credit to its reputation by not taking the Shibir to
task for its various designs against national inter-
ests In Rajshahi, the JCD too has come under the
attack. Given its maqst murky past, the Shibir will
not hesitate to strike at the ruling party if the
latter proved (o be an obstacle to its design. It is
time the administration took a firm resolve to
deal with the anti-Liberation elements. Playing
soft with or placating them will not pay in the
ultimate analysis. As for the appointment of the
incumbent Vice-Chancellor, it has been highly
politicised and therefore controversial. The gov-
ernment also must share some responsibilities in
the deterioration of campus atmosphere. So it has
the double duty to stem the rot. As a first step, let
Shibir be meted out the punishment it deserves
for its irrational and criminal acts.

(Good Luck to Clinton

With the resumption of conflict with Iraq, the
US marines engaged in a hazardous mercy mis-
sion in Semalia and an unfolding but a somewhat
uncertain strategy for putting an end to the
Serbian rampage in Bosnia, Bill Clinton starts his
presidency in the United States today under the
shadow of grim challenges. It is almost unprece-
dented in the US history that a change of admin-
istration takes place on what looks like an inaus-
picious note, leaving the new president with no
choice but to deal with one staggering problem
alter another right from the Day One in the White
House. Clinlon may have no respite, but he cer-
tainly has all the goodwill from his people at
home and [riends abroad. not to mention the
mandate from the electorate, to handle the issues
facing his new administration in the way he
thinks best.

On all these issues, the approach of the
Democrat leader would be in favour of continuity
of the strategy laid down by George Bush, partly
because of the bi-partisan nature of the US for-
eign policy and Eartly because the new adminis-
tration is lelt with no alternatives. One only hopes
that the unflinished jobs inherited by Clinton
would not become more complex in coming
weeks. that Saddam Hussein would not try more
audacious tricks on a new untested president and
that the proposed military action favoured by
Washinglon against® Serbian forces would not
touch ofl a Balkan War.

For Clintonn who had promised his electorate to
pay immediate attention to the whole range of
domestic. problems, there is now an unexpec-
ted — and, indeed, an unwelcome — change of
priorities. The US leader must accept the change
in his stride, with his characteristic vigour,
In the knowledge that unless the pressing
external problems are resolved, the leader-

shiﬁcnf Washington in world affairs would be at
Slake.

Indeed, how much popular support Clinton can
generate for his domestic reforms may well de-

pend on the credibility he gains in tackling the
immediate issues in [oreign relations. Once he
can pass Lhe test and demonstrate his control
over the situation, even when it is marked by un-

ted turn of events, the Democrat leader will
be on his way of earning his place among the
good — perhaps even the great — presidents of
the United States. May be all he needs is good
luck which he enjoys in abundance, from within

the United States and his country's friends
abroad.
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The Shenzen Style: A New Approach to Industrialisation

HENZEN was a typical

agricultural region loca

ted across the border
Irom Hong Kong on the Pearl
river estuary of Guangdong
provinee of China. As recently
as 1978 about 30,000 farmers
and lishermen comprised Lhe
population of Shenezen. Today
the population is approaching
hall a million. By !lEl‘ turn of
the century, the Shenzen
Special Economic Zone (SEZ)
would be a huge manulacturing
metropolis of over a million
people. This is Shenzen style
create special economic zones
as the major centres for export
manulacturing and it would
propel the rest ol the economy
forward onto the rapid growth
path,

In 1978, the Ching State
Council issued a directive to
authorize establishment of few
special economic zones in
Fujlan and Guangdong pro-
vince. Following this, decision
was taken in 1980 to turn
Shenzen along with two other
coastal areas into special eco
nomic zones representing a
unique approach to foreign in
vesiment, technology transfer
and economic development. A
common characteristics of

| these selected coastal areas of

China including Shenzen being
developed as SEZ is that good
decp-waler port facilities can
be developed [rom where
trade with rest ol the world
could be ecasily conducted,
while at the same time the
SEZ should remain {solated
althgugh enjoying excellent
transport and communication
infrastructure but independent
of the monetary, fiscal, trade
and labour policies applicable
to the rest of the country. In
addition SEZ must be primar-
ily geared to attract direct for-
efgn investment bringing in
ncw management skills and
providing the major conduit
for technolegy transfer to the
country. Often {t is combined
with state investment, indicat-
ing complete Government
back-up support to foreign in-
veslors.

Essential Difference

An essential dilferemce be-
iween EPZ at Chittagong and
SEZ al Shenzen is the critical
difference in the scale. EPZ is
basically an industrial estate

with special privileges to al
tract direct foreigh invest
menl: while, SEZ involves sel
ling apart a portion ol the
country s terrilory as a sort ol
scparale economic entlily and
therelore such SEZs could be
physically isolated so that (heir
economic growlh is indepen
dently sustainable. In Bangla
desh context such economi
growth independence is very

relevant il we winh to atiract
direct loreign investment. No
foreign investar is going to

tolcrate either joad -shedding
and waterless taps, the hartals
and mastans. The zone must
remain free of the inflluences
ol day-to-day political turmoils,
while at the same Lime
exerting strong economie
growth impulses throughout
rest of the economy which in
turn should lavourably influ
ence the course of future polit
ical development. EPZ near
Dhaka or Chittagong will al
ways be too close 1o the
sources of political anarchy in
the country. Unfortunately for
the political leaders eco
nonvc growth requircs stable
cnvironment: direct foreign
investment will run away
chandawallash repcatedly
clamour for contributions
genuine or otherwise

The SEZs of China rupre
scnt a carefully deliberated
step. lirst in regional devel
opment and second in opening
several economic  sectors
[industry, tourism and agricul-
ture) in specific geography ar-
eas lo foreign involvement of
various lypes. As a result, the
translormation into a market
ortented economy in its- full
vigour ol growth, technology
acquisition and development of
C{]rpﬂrﬂll—' nlﬂnﬂgf!'"fnt ‘lk”lﬂ
will be tried out in sclected
coaslal arcas long cxposed to
all sorts of modern influences
through the Chinese oulposts
ol markct economy (in particu-
lar Taiwan and llong Kong) as
well as overscas Chinese capi-
talists, most of whom originally
came [rom southern coastal
provinces of China. Thus an
unique strategy of marketisa-
tion and growth is being suc-
cessfully carried out, avoiding
the chaos and anarchy of a
wholesale transition of the
economy as is the case in

Eastern Europe and former

USSR
Capital Construction
The first phase of SEZ de
velopment involved a major

commitment of Government to

capital construction, particu
larly investment in infrast rue
lure. More significantly. [or
cign loans, assistance
and loreign investment arc ac

cepled by the Governmenlt in

order Lo prepare the infrass
tructure as well as to impori
machinery, complete plants 1o
achieve modernisation targets
as quickly as possible. It was
rcalised that the role of do
mestic spending is t‘f

modernisation becdause She-
nzen is basically intensive
regional development with
foreign involve

substantial
mwent
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wesiern part of Shenzen In
cludes the decp-water port of
Chaiwan eventually capable of
berthing ships of upte 10,000
tons and yearly handling
capacity exceeding 40 million
tons. The port area is also
designed to provide support
facilities [or exploration and

cxplottation of ofl resources of
South China sea. Next to the
port and within the western
parl of Shenzen SEZ is tho
Shekou industrial zone where
in addition tg light industrics,

hcavy and capital intensive
stcel and alumintum plants arc
located. The western part also
contains the Yili lake district
being developed as a centre for
tourism. The ecastern part
comprising 58 percent ol the
usable area of the SEZ is pri-
marily devoled 16 residential
doeve lopment followed by agri

WINDOW

arca ol 3275 sq. Km. and 1~
bounded on the east by Dapeng
llay, on the wesl by Shenzen
Bay and the Pearl river estuary
and on the south by Necw
lerritories of Hong Kong. The
Shenzen SEZ outline social
and economic developmaent
programme s the basic
framework in which industrial
development has received the
major emphasis. However, the
main objeclive is a compre-
hensive SEZ where industry
will develop simultaneously
with agriculture, livestock,
tourism, housing and construe-
Lion.

Shenzen SEZ is intended o
be a multipurpose zone where
integrated regional develop
ment  will take place
Accordingly, the central part
of Shenzen SEZ comprising
about 11 per cent of the total
usable arca has been designed
to be the major business dis

‘trict of the Zone where all

commercial actlvities, for ex
ample, financial services, arc
concentrated along with lim-
ited spread for light industry
but many research and devel-
opment centres would be
eventually localed here. The

»
culture and fishory, lourism as

wioll ns mived areas for com
meree, industry and housing.

Role of Government

I'he preparation of Shenzen
SEZ involved large scale land
development and capital con-
struction. This includes elec-
tricity, water, telecommunica-
tion, roads, railways, ports and
so on where total investment
cxceeding one bilhon US dol-
lars by mid 1980s came from
scveral sources: Government
budget, olficial development
assistance, commercial bank
credit and,” most important,
investment by the multina-
lionals who obviously intended
lo operale the infrastructure
services on commercial terms.
Role of the Government, how-
cver, was paramount in inflras-
lfructure development which
inciuded creation of a com-
pletely new urban area in the
central part of Shenzen for
commerce and light industry,
in addition to high-rise com-
mercial and standardised [ac-
tory buildings for long-term
lease or sale,

Thr:_ Chinese Governmoent
has shown itls commitmentl not

only for the physical infras
tructure; the actual setting up
of the foreign enterprises has
been [acilitated by the public
secior Shenzen SEZ Develop-
ment Co. assigned to play a
significant part efther as the
provider of all support services
to whally foreign owned
enterpgrises or as the joint
venture partner. Another inno
valive approdach has been
adopted lor the Shekou indus
trial zone on the western part
of Shenzen SEZ where China
Merchant Stream Navigation
Co. Ltd has been authorised o
raise funds for industries at
Shcou. The company is cither
the joint venture partner or
render management support
services for a lee to all the In
dustries set up or being estab
lished at Shekou.

Hong Kong Duplicated

The Shenzen style is a new
approach to capftalist growth
inlimately intertwined with
the global economy but as sep-
arate island within the cen
trally planned economy of
China. The deviations from
prevailing practices or even
national economic sovereignty
has been simply unheard of in
the past: for example, at
Shekou Industrial Zone, cven
the salaries are paid in Hong
Kong dollars rather than
Chinese Yuan. In a nutshell
Shcenzen s Hong Kong dupli
vated where nothing bul
money is the game being
played non-stop at an ever in-
creasing speed. Economically
the SEZs are kept isolated so
that rigiditics and constraints
of state control could be to-
Lally bypassed for relentless
economic growth through in-
veslmenl expansion.

Bangladesh is not a cen-
trally planned economy.
Government is trying to pro-
mote market [rlendly com
petitive . forces of economic
growth. Unlortumately, the ef
lorts are not bringing in the
desired results in terms of in-
flow of investment — domestic
or lorcign. Newspapers are [ull
of well thought out articles
blaming it to Govetnment in
action or lack of stability in its
policy decisions, labour trou
ble, cheaper smuggled goods,
and above all, poor infrastruc
tnre where publie investments

arce not! forthcoming because

donors conditionalities could
not be met
tHowever, we musi probe

deecper beyond the immedi-
ately visible shortfalls. In fact
our whole cullure seemed to
be anti-development. Bureau-
cracy is suspicious of the
private sector which is again
not unfounded given .its past
misdeeds. But deep seated
jealousy and rivalry in not
allowing private individuals to
prosper is a we must not
ignore any more. [t is ex-
tremely unfortunate that ne-
body gives any credit to the
ww capitalists who from very
humble beginning have been
successful in setting up large
business enterprises regard-
less of the fact that they might
be owing money to the bank.

Talking to the decision-mak-
crs of the country under in-
formal circumstances, one
cven gets the impression that
perhaps those who are at the
helm of aflairs have no confi
dence that we could ever be
come a newly industrialising
country. The vitiated atmo-
sphere is so uninspiring We
are poor and we are bound to
remain  poor that seems Lo
be the dictate of our culture of

puverty.

To Eliminate the Ills

It is futile to expect Lthat the
huge system loss of PPDB,
colossal subsidics paid W pub-
lic enterprises or smuggling
from across the border — to
guote a few of so many flis that
we sufler [rom — could be
eliminated within the short
span ol a year or two. An cli-
cienlt burcaucracy, responsive
lo the compulsions ol an NIC,
can come about only in the

- long run — aller sustainable

rates of industrial and invest-
ment growth have already been
achieved through “ether
mecans . And, that ‘other
means” is the Shenzen style of
a new approach to industriali-
sation and growth, away [rom
the "Hartals™ and "Mastans” in-
hibiting the progress of the
country butl spreading the
gospel of growth for everybody
lo see and lcam.

Perhaps Lhat is also rhe way
for Hartals to ceasc and
Mastans to vanish

Tough Labour Laws Upset Kiwi Unions

Derek Round writes from Wellington

Workers can still ask a union to negotiate a contract with the employer on behalf of the
worker, but the agreement is essentially between workers and emplover and not union and

EW Zcaland's once-po-

werful trade unions ha-

ve taken a hammering
under the National Party Gowve-
rnment’'s conlroversial new
labour legislation aimed at
making the ecountry more
compelitive in the inter-
nalional marketplace,

Unions once negotiated
lough agreements with em-
ployers, holding out for high
penal rates for overtime and
weckend work.

Industrial disputes were
Irequent and employers and
National Party politicians com-
plained that high labour costs
were making New Zealand un-
compelitive beside Asian coun-
tries. Potential investors werc
being scared ofl by “union de-
mands, they claimed.

In 1991 the National
GCovernment's Minister for
Labour, Bill Birch, successfully
pushed through Parliament the
Employment Contracts Act
which left the industrial
movemenl and opposition
labour Party politicians reel-
ing.

It ended compulsory union
membership and replaced
collective union agreements
with individual contracts.
Workers can still ask a union
lo negotiate a contract with
the employer on behall of the
worker, but the agreement is
essentially between worker

and employer and not union
and employer,
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Sir, Congratulation to Dr M
T Haq for all troubles taken to
put some of his experiences of
lifc in the wonderful and the
suggestive write up on
“Corruption” published in The
Daily Star on December 22 and
23 last. However, some of the
following observations could be
added: the theory "Do to the
other people that you would
them do unto you,” can save us

only.

1) Mr Kuldip Nayar before
hc had joined the diplomatic
appointment, used to write in
a dilferent style, in my opinion.

Now he has lost the past style
and the glamours and hence
he could write (a] "In a
Medgling democracy there
cannot be black or white.” (b)
“The approach has to be of tol-
erance, of feeling that perhaps
others might also have some
share of the truth.” Now should

- any one make a study on these

two sentences in relation to
Benazir's demand for the dis-
missal of Sharif's Government
by the same President who had
dismissed Benazir, Mr Nayar
has iried to Fve the diluted
condition of “"democracy”,
"tolerance” and “truth” to the
readérs in a convincing style
overlooking some of the
following factors that could
certainly contain the seed of
corruption accepted by the

empioyer

The labour market changes,
coupled with New Zealand's |
per cent inflation and low in-
terest rates, have made the
country signilicantly more
compelilive and in a stronger
position to attiract badiy-
iceded  foreign  investment,
Fnr’ainruIEI.rI:n,r in lourism and
orestry, supporters of the re-
forms arguc. '

“The reflorms to our labour
market have given New
Zcaland once of the most dy-
namic industrial rclations sys-
tems in the world,” Finance
Minister Ruth Richardson en-
thused recently. "At" last our
industrial arrangements help
rather than hinder our ability
to trade competitively and cre-
alc new jobs.”

The Employment Contracts
Acl 1s now recogniscd as a
fundamental pillar of the coun-
lry's cconomic recovery, Ms
Richardson said. She pointed
lo a rceeent survey which
showed 81 per cenl of com-

+pany directors approved of the

legislation.

- The same survey showed 81
per cent of employees re-
ported cither a pay increase or
no change to their pay. But a
Labour Department survey

showed that overall many emi-
ployers were making changes
lo workers' pav, particularly
penal and overtime rales.

Ofl all the busincsses sur-
veyed, 40 per cent had abol-
ished or reduced weekend pay
rates and 25 per cent had
done the same to after-hours
pay rales.

Twenty-nine per cent had
rcmoved or reduced other
special allowances or payments
for workers. In some cascs the
loss of penal rates had been
compensatled for by incrcases
in basic wages.

About a quarter of employ-
ers negotiating new employ-
ment contracts for stall were
cutting trade union rights in
them, the Labour Department
survey showed. Fifteen per
cent of businesses had stopped
providing time off for workers
lo altend mectings of em-
ployce organisations and 7 per
cent had reduced the time al-
lowed. |

Twelve per cent had abol-
ished or reduced the right of
employece organisations to ¢n-
ler the premiscs.,

“There is no doubt that
these figures bear testimony to
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rcaders as the "dicta” formu-
lated by a reputed writer of the
past: i) Alfter 45 years (1947 to
1992) the sentence (a) above
is not acceptable. Furthermore
"black” is always black and
‘white” is always white ... This
is how "love, justice and the
logical peace” are destroyed by
the leadership and some of the
intellectual writers of any
given country and thus the
common people are betrayed.
if) "Tolerance" (b) above
cannot be the work of one side
only: "some share of the truth”
has left a big gap for the advan-
lages of the mistrust and the
misuse of the authority in the
name of "fledgling democracy”
and thus the common people
are betrayed without any bene-
fit during the last 45 years.

This is how corruption
starts to grow through and
from top of the government
and the Eumnn society and the
common people actually get

nothing. ‘

2) Now Dr Haq will cer-
tainly find that the corruption
of which he has carefully de-
scribed has the similar picture
in Bangladesh and it is being
carried out in the same style of
the past, only some of the
points may seem to be differ-
ent. a) Two budget years
(1991-92-93) are sufficient to
make the beginning. However,
during the last two budgets no
new investment has shown be-

thie toughor u-'url-::'m.-{ condi
tions in which unions must
now operale,” the report says,

Sciviee Workers Union or-
ganiscr Tim Rochford says
wages in the hotel industry
have plummeted under the
new laws. The former mini-
mum wagc in hotels was
NZSK.49 (US554.47) an hour —
now Lhe pgoing rate is NZS7
(US83.70). Qualificd chels are
carning less than NZ$20,000
US810,526), censidered a
low wagce here,

Mr Rochlord claims em-
ployers adopt a raft of mea-
sures to reduce wage bills such
as employing workers for a
three-month trial on NZS6.80
an hour. At the cnd of the trial
they do not get a permanent
job, and another person is
hired on tral pay rates. '

Opposition Labour
spokeswornan Telen Clark says
the Employment Contracis Act
is promoling a low-wage ap-
proach which is undermining
living standards.

Angela Foulkes, Secretary of
the Council of Trade Unions,
New Zealand's top union or-
ganisation, complains: "This is
the first government this cen-
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yond the promises, while the
purchasing and the saving ca-
pacities of the people are de-
creasing (India has 21%,
Pakistan has 10% and Bangla-
desh has 4-5% saving capaci-
tiecs as per the statement of
the honourable Finance
Minister as the chiel guest on
the World Savings Day) and
consequently investment in
Bangladesh shall be slow. b)

The present Government of
Bangladesh has overlooked
some of the factors of eorrup-
tions: i) The "meeting” and
"chiel guest” syndromes are
growing fast, wherefrom all
sorts of corruptions, violences
ete get the origin at the ex-
penses of the publie fund ...
Analyscs of the language used
by the leaders, as reported in
the newspapers, radio and TV,
will prove them, and conse-

. quently our leaders have now

changed some words and have
started to ask for "co-opera-
tion”, "suggesiions”, "make my
hands strong” etc, while per-
haps, they neither mean any-
thing through the uses of such
nice terms nor do accept
anything that does not serve
their direct purpose nor do
they have time to take care of
the administration.

River flows from the wp of
the mountain, so alse corrup-
tion through so-called cooper-
ation from the top grows in
every country sadly in the

;::_ a

name of democracy and devel-
opment.

Andrew ['Cosla
Hemendra Das Road, Dhaka

Life of the poor

Sir, | think the art of doing
literature with the life and liv-
ing of the poor people is a sort
of luxury on the part ol those
who write such novel, drama,
pocms cle. Even we who read,
waltch or listen to these arts
are also extracting a sort of
unduce pleasure out of the poor
and distressed peoples’ inhu-
man living. For instance, ofien
in some BTV dramas we find
well-dressed ladies with [ash-
ionably arranged hairs portray-
ing the roles of poor house-
maids, rural women, construc-
tion and other workers which
seems o me as if we are mak-
ing a satire/fun of the real
workers' poor plight!

Drama is obviously a re-
flection of the real socicty but
while producing a drama par-
ticularly on the poors’ life,
careful attention should be
given on sets, coslumes cie. 8o
that the drama may not be-
come [unny show hurting the
sentiments of those people
who are playing the drama's
rolcs in their real life.

M Zahidul | lague
Assistant Professor
Bangladesh Agriculiural

College, Dhaka

.
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tury which basically docs not
believe unions have a legiti-
male role in social, economic
and industrial life.”

But Labour Minister Birch
denics this, arguing the labour
laws arc "an out-standing suc-
cess,” with 74 per cent of
eniployees satisficd with (he
outcome of contract negotia-
tions. Average pay rales in-

creased by about 3 per cent in
the past year — a higher rate
than inflation, he says.

The Council of Trade
Unions, in a policy document
just released, has called for
workers and their unions to
have a wider role in economic
and industrial decision-mak-
ing. It urges’'a radieal change
[rom the government's hands-
oll approach to economic man-
agement and industrial rela-
Liomns.

And it calls for new labour
legislation that gives grealer
protection of working condi-

IO — Depthnews Asia

OPINION
US Law and

It is good to know that the
abusc of child labour in Third
World countries has stirred
the conscience of American
people and politicians. But alas!
they should not be hasty in ex-
pressing their concern by tak-
ing punitive measures against
lorcign industries employing
children. Such an action wall
only hurt those very children
the Americans seem to be
concerned about.,

In Bangladesh, there are
over len lakh working children
between the age of 5 and 15
years scattered in the urban
arcas, The likely reasons why
these children are working on
and off the streets are: they
have run away from their vil-
lage home either to escape the
tortures inflicted upon them
by a step-parent or hoping o
live an exciting and freer life
in the city or, of course, out of
poverty sccking jobs so that
they can contribute to the
meagre income of their fami-
lics.

Employers take advantage
ol their situations and recruit
them with very low wages and
long working hours. Most of
them have no weekly holidays
or medical leave, If a child is
absent from work for a day
she/he will either have that
day's salary deducted or lose
her/his job. In a country where
cheap labour is abundant, hir
ing and firing a person is ol no
consequence. And those who
have jobs in factortes and in-
dustiries are considered very
fortunaic because the rest wure
even worse ofl — scavenging,
vending, begging etc.

The likely scenario one cang
cnvision if the US Law against
child labour is passed is: mosi
ol the chiidren in export-ori-
ented industnes and factories
will lose their jobs. These
children who have set a cer
tain standard of hlving for
themselves will seek other less
unsuitable means to maintain
such a standard, prostitution,
and the likelihood of AIDS will
be on the increase. exploita
tion of child Jabour in the In
formal sectors will be at its
peak, physical and mental
thfldren at home will

Child Labour

 porting
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increase due to their inability
to contribute to family income,
and will increase many  more
social problems.

Under such circumstances,

“one would suggest the US

Government to seriously con-
sider the socio-economic reali-
tics in TWCs before they take
drastic measures to clear their
conscience. What alternative
will be made available for these |
jobless children? Education on
a starving stomach is nol the
answer. Neither is morce for-
cign [unds or foreign NGOs
coming into the TWCs Lo help
resolve the social problems
perpetuated by a loreign gov-
crnment the answer. There is
no need to make countries like
Bangladesh more dependent
on loreign money than they al-
ready arc.

In fact, il Americans or the |
developed countries arc really
concerned about child abuse
then they should pass a law
which will greatly improve Lhe
working conditions of children
in the various formal scclors.
They should have higher
wiages, short working hours,
time-ofl for education, medical
lcave and allowance, woeckly
holidays, hygicnic and sale
working covironment ete, This
would of course mean that re-
curring costs of the employers
would increcase which, in turn,
Mty incrcasce the price ol ex-
items, allecting the
US/loreign importers. The
qucstion is, will the American
pecople/Government pass such
a law — irrcspective of
whether it improves the lile of
thousands of working children
in the TWCs — which may
slightly afllect the US busincss
scotor?

One is not propagatling for
child labour but the ellmina-
ton of it overnight will ercate
unsurmountable soctial prob-
lems. It is a long process and
can be achieved through a well
planned programme of the
concerned international com-
munily

Sheeha
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