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Dhaka Day by Day
"To be or not to be'

bv Parveen Anam
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The latest in fashion is to be thin. 7l
in' is the adage of the hour with the doctors
and the medical journals adding their bit Lo
the cacophony Excrcise is the order of the day
and those not indulging in it go abhout with a

‘hang-dog expression making all of
excuses and giving all sorts of explanations as
to why and how they have not yet joined the
crowd. The mad rush ol joggers, walkers, you
name it, make the ones nol included amongst
them hang their heads in shame

But in the long run, perhaps it is the non
exercisers who will have the last laugh. Only
because they will probably survive longer
Exercise is supposcd to put one in peak lorm
with vital organs functioning in top gear. What
the advocates of exercise have nolt reckoned
with is the underlying conspiracy to do away
with the cxercisers for good. Anybody who has
had the misfortunce of trying Lo walk in the
early or the magical hour when the villains are
supposed Lo be in bed, will bear with moe. For
the villains might be in bed but the trainers are
not? Trainers? Trainers of whal Lthe next
normal question. The ‘motor car traincrs . O
to pul it in our layman's language the traincrs
ol ‘teach yoursell driving

The misty mornings arc the hours whoen the
driving schools like to give driving lessons Lo
their enthusiastic learners as many a morning
walker has discovered as he has had o adroitly
skip to one side to avoid the madly carcening
molor vehicle making straight him. Of
course it is not only the drving schools which
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are on the roads; the drvers ol the pucca
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with the car while the sahib is still catching

the extra forty winks, is also at the wheol with

the darwan next door, Making the oxira taka by
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giving the unofficial driving lesson.

The hazards of the morning walker can
never be undermined. The trucks are the
other ogres, in a mad rush to beal the speed ol
light and hit the Guinness Book of Records.
The ‘'helper or the '‘conductor’ behind the
wheel, substituting lor the driver who is
probably taking a nap in the back could not
really care less if he took a couple of morning
walkers along with him to the pearly gates. He
is above the law (miraculous what a difference
those few extra takas to the policeman make).
It's the job of the morning walker to avoid him.

As for the exercise [reak i.e. the morning
walker, if he still insists on keeping [it he
would be well advised in any event, to keep the
identity papers in the pockets. Just in case. Its
a practical thought. Bul again, if the walker has
somechow managed to avoid the inglorious exit
offcred him by the noble vehicle, the mugger is
of course just round the corner to relieve him
of the unnecessary things of lifc which include
his watch, his chain, his ring, cte. Il he dis
foolish enough to wear any. The day we lcar is
not far off though when the walker will have to
carry some 'muggers moncy on his person to
avoid the additional wrath of the mugger at not
finding any valuable with him.

The walker or the exercise fad can hardly
be blamed, il aflter weighing the pros and cons
and whether it is safer Lo stay in bed or try and
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be might scem 100 complicated a question in
the carly hours of the morning. I the morning
walker witll insist on keeping fit, the non-
cxerciser might have the last laugh and we
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remember lle who laugheth
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Ctg lawyers hail | Matin blasts Awami League for
looting natl economy

Mamun as AAG

CHITTAGON, Jan [9: One
hundred and eighty six lawyers
ol Chittagong today hailed the
appointment ol Advocalg
Abdus Salam Mamun as an
Assistanl Attorncy General
rcports [3SS

In a the
lawycrs said, We congratulate
Advocale Abdus Salam Mamun
a Special Public Prosccutor lor
his being clevaled Lo the post
of Assistant Allorney General

Blatlemaont,

The signalories o the
slatement, among olhoers, are
Advocales Nasir Uddin
Chowdhury, Abdur Ruhman
Jehangir, Sukumar Talukdars
M Shahed Ullah, M Ishag
Mcah, Kashem Chowdhury,

Abdul | lannan and Abu Salk-h

“Terronsm should
be uprooted for
spread of edn’

State Minister lor Law
Jusiice and Parllamentary
Allairs Darrister Aminul |lag
said that the nation which was
properly educailed could not
bul be Prospcrous ri p“r!u.

1SS

He sadd this while addroess
ing a Ireshers receplion at
Government BDangla College al
Mirpur here yesterday
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e function was addressed
among olthers by HNP cily
President  Mir "-..i"..uu.-h.u‘ All
MP Amanullah Aman M

Jainul Abedin Faruk, MP and
NP city Secretary Salahuddin
e State Minister asscried

that fil the mass lileracy pro
gramme initiated by Presiden!
Ziaur Rahman could have sus
tained, Meracy rate would have
rafscd salisdad Lor
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I lome Minister Abdul Maltin
Chowdhury yesterday called
upon the workers frrespective
[ their political alliliations to
maintain peace and discipline
in the industrial belt to boost
the national economy, reports
155

lie was addressing as chiel
gucst at a workers rally organ
ised by Adamijee Jute Mills unit
Jativalabadi Sramik [Dal to
observe the 57th birth an
niversary ol President Ziaur
Rahman at Adamjee Jute Mills
Sramik Kalyan High School
ground last alternoon
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'resided over by Abul
Khayer Khwaja, President
Adamjee Jute Mills unit ol

.,.r+"_1|,r.1!.1!1r1.d1 Sramik Dal the

rally was also addressed by
Abdul Mannan, State Minisler
Or Textiles Ashral
Hossen, Whip Jatiya Sangsad
Reraul Kartim MP and Jalrul
lasan, Joint Secretary General

Jalivaltabadi Sramik [Dal

l¢ said the national econ

BSB HHHCI}{-)HS.
Tk 7.63 cr loan
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(3SH) sanalioned Tk 7.63 cr
ioan Including lorcign  our
FrETrHTy |i.ii"..lil"'1- ik 7.0
crore lor a new and lve cxist
i F ndusifa j”""'::“ RAVE A

press el
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W sdarnclion was given at
Hgl 20U 111 maeling 1 hi
BSlis Hoard ol [Mreclors held
vesierday in the BSH s hwead ol
fice in Dhaka will ATM
Alamgir MP and chairman of
f i e L Hg.

omy was looted and plundered
during Awami Leaguc misrule

and added it was lale presi
dent Ziaur Rahman who
brought back the national

cconomy lo right gear

lie assured the workers
thal measures are being under
way to implement the wages
commission for the wellbeing
of the workers of the country

State Minister for Textiles
Abdul Mannan said jule sector
had incurred loss of Taka 4500
and textile sector sus
lained loss of Taka 500 crorc
during the nine years ol auto
cratic rule of Ershad

CTore

lle said the governmeni
ol P'rime Minister [Begum
Khaleda Zia was trying fis
best 1o overcome the loss ol
the past regime

He urged the workers not
to  be misguided by the fals
pr‘upuﬁnnda ol the vested quar
lers as they ruined the na
economy Iin  the pasl

Obituary
Al-Haj Major (Retd) SM
Yusul, retired DIG prisons
died here of prolonged il
ness, yesterday. He was B6, n
ports BSS
He lehl
five sons and

a host of grand
his dcath

Lional

behind his wile
four daughicrs
children

and
Ly TR

His eldest son Sajjad
Yusul is a Prolussor of
International Kelation
"u']'fi._"'.'ut Lnited Slales

he body ol Major Yusul was
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Dry weather likely

By Staff Correspondent
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Biswas, Khaleda
greet Akihito

Abdur [Rahman
[Biswas yeslerday congratulated
Emperor Akihito of Japan and

President

the Empress on the occasion
ol the engagemoent of Crown
Prince Naruhito, reports LN

In a TIC S S EF o the

Empcror, President Biswas in
voked the blessings of God on

the Crown DPrince and the
bride-to-be

Iln another moessage: 'rime
Minister DBegum Khaleda Zia

yesterday  also  felicitated
Emperor Akihilo of Japan and
the Empress on the occasion
of the engagement of Crown
Prince Naruhito
The Prime
message to the Emperor,
hoped that Almighty God
would bestow blessings and
benelicence upon  Crown
Prince and the bride-to-be.

Minister, in a

Railway has
16,000 surplus
staff, JS told

[Railway has a surplus man-
power ol 16,000 employees,
State Minister for Communi-
cations Fazlur Rahman told

Jphrti;mwnl_ yesterday, reports

UNE.

He said the government had
undertaken a scheme for vol-
untary retirement of the
superfluous staff to cut the
[inancial burden being borne
by the railway sector.

A substantial amount is
spent lor salary of the surplus
employees, Fazlu said replying
to supplementary questions
from the Opposition benchers
Besides, he added, the donor
agencies also expressed reser
valion about the surplus man
power,

In  reply to Maulana
Shakawat Hossain [Jamaat)
the State Minister said so far
Jhe government had received
8,357 applications for volun
tary retirement ol railway offi
cials and employees.

Of them, 2,369 had
s¢nt on retirement till
December 29 last year Tk
44 57 50,000 was spent for
them

BIJMC incurs
Tk 924.91 cr
Ilms_

nigladest Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC) has in
curred a total loss of Taka 924
¢crore 91 lakh during the last
three linancial years (1989-90
o 1991-92), Jute Minister
[3rig (retd) Hannan Shah told
the Jatiyva Sangsad yesterday
Replying to a question from
Jamaat member Multi Maulana
Abdus Sattar the minister gave
a detailed account of losses in
curred by 35 nationalised jule
mills in the country
According Lo the
by the minister

been

slatisiics

given e

IAMC incurred a loss ol Taka
1989 -90)

1990-91
| 99 |
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Govt decides to
ind up BJC

e government has ds
cided to wind up Bangladesh

Jule Corporation (BJC) since i

could not futlil the H't‘:-;i't Livt
for which il was set up, Juti
Minister Brig (reitd) ASM

Hannan Shah told the Jatiya
Sangsad vyosterday, reports
HSS

In a written reply lo a
question from Mirza Azam ol
Awami League, the ministcr
said the decision to wind up
BJC taken in keeping
with the government's policy
ol denationalisation

Hannan Shah said the 3JC
incurred a total loss to the
tune of Taka 1,100 crore since
it was set up in 1985 with a
view to ensuring stable jute
market and fair price to the

Was

i

mand of jule the interna
market and inability o
repay cutstanding loans to the
banks it was impossible [or
[3JC to become a viable organi-
sation on commercial basis, he
added

He said it also became im
possible for the government to
provide funds to the BJC and
bear its huge losses

e minister sald alfter re
viewing last few years’ activi
ties of BJC il was seen that the
[3JC could purchase only 10 to
15 per cent ol the

in
tional

COUniLry s
1:'|-I".]
failed to ensure purchase  of
85 to 90 per cent of jute al fair

lolal jute F_Jrur_{l_lc-q:ur- ;and

F_'IT"ll'l'.

Answering another guesiion

| called

m

IDB adviser

he wisiting Adviser of
Islamic Development Bank
(11D8) Abdur Rahman Nur Hersi
on State Minister for
Relel Lutfor Rahman Khan at
his ollice _-ft:sl.::rday. I!"l_"Pﬂr'lEI

meets Lutfor
HSS

They discussed matters re-
lated to progress and utiliza-
tion of IDB grant for the help
of the Rohingya refugees.
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A THOUSAND YEAR OLD
Bengali Mystic Poetry

by Hasna Jasimuddin Moudud

English translations of paim-leal manuscript of Caryagiti mystic
poems by Bengali Buddhist posts constitute an integral part of

the heritage of Bangladesh. In addition to Sastri collection the

anthology includes three Caryas composed by Atisa Srigana
Dipankara and also a second Caryagiti manuscript discovered
by the author in Nepal between 1984 to 1988. |
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growers. But because ol cor from Kazi Abdur Rashid of | EPISSPECIAL OFFFROF THISANDOINY R
ruption of a section of officers, Awami League, the minisler | e o
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Short Film as Alternative Cinema
ARD INTERNATIONAL GOLD LEAF SIHORT FILM FESTIVAL DHAKA
21st — 29th January, 1993
Main Festival Premise
Central Public Library Auditornum, Shahbagh '
Screening time : Everyday at 11 AM,, 3 PM,, 5 PM. & 7 PM.
In this 9-day long Festival more than hundred short films
from around 25 countries will be screened. There will be also
rferrmpt‘rtnh, a two-day i!ltf:rndtinnal seminer and
meet-the-director session.
| |
| The Festival 1s dedicated to the memory of
renowned film maker Satvajit Ray.
Admission card 1s available at the Festival premise |
| Sponsored by Organized by
| JOHN PLAYER GOLD LEAF Bangladesh Short Film Forum
e latwag ‘!-Ti?‘-!ﬁf“ Fa*T« WrEd W+ BT
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