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Gaddaﬁ in Call‘O e Libyan leader Muanimar
Gaddalfl arrived in Cairo Sunday on an official visit cxpccted to
focus on the Lockerbie crisis which has strained Libya's rela-
tions with the West, reports Xinhua [rom Cairo.

Gaddall arrived in Egypt through the northwestern border
point of Al-Salloum by land and had tea at a tent which was
pul up there to receive him, according to the Middie East
news agency MENA.

l{e then travelled by car to thc Mcediterrancan town of
Marsa Matrough, 200 kilometres to the east to mect local of-
ficials, the agency said.

Thai bus mishap claims 18 :avueen

route Lo a funeral collided with another bus at a sharp curve
in northern Thailand, killing 18 people, police said Monday,
reports AP from Bangkok.

Twenty-three people were injured in the accident 11 pm
Saturday in Pichit province, about 290 kilometres (180 miles)
north of Bangkok, Pichit police officer Uten Sirapun said by
telephone.

lle said the bus crashed into a tour bus on a mountain
curve where it was difficult to see oncoming vehicles.
Sevenleen people were killed instantly and another died in a
hospital.

DPRK closing missions in Africa:

North Korea is moving to close two more embassies in Alrica,
apparently to conserve badly needed hard currcncy, South
Korean officials said Monday, reports AP from Seoul.

The Communist North, which shut down its embassics in
Sudan, Albania, lvory Coast and Afghanistan last year, now
plans to withdraw from Togo and Burkina Faso, the Foreign
Ministry officials said.

The main reason for the North Korean move appcared to
be economic, the officials said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

North Korea, one of the world's few remaining Communist
stales, is reportedly experiencing acute economic dillicultics
aflter losing its major overseas markets in the former Soviet

Union and other East European countries.
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Russian Defence Minister in Paris:
Russian Defence Minister Pavel Grachev arrived in Paris
Sunday for a ﬂlcr::j:g visit during which he will sign an
agreement on in defence cooperation between Russia
and France, says AP from Paris.

It was the beginning of the firkt visit to France by a Russian
delence minister since 1912,

Grachev noted after arriving at Orly Airport south of Paris
that he planned to examine daily life and combat training in
the French armed forces.

While is France Grachev will meel with French Delence
Minister Plerre Joxe and Chiel of Stalf Adm Jacques Lanxade.

Gunmen kill 9 blacks : nine blacks were

killed and seven seriously injured* Sunday whcn gunmen
opened fire on a vehicle and sent it plunging down an em-
bankment, police said, AP reports from Johannesburg.

The attack took place necar the eastern cily of
Pictermaritzburg, the site of vicioys black faction fighting
since the mid- 1980s. :

cape from the wreck.

|sracli troops shot dead a

Jerusalem.

The army said it was checking

Two riflle-wielding men ambushed the vehicle, which over-
turned and rolled down an embankment, police said. The
gunmen then fired again on the victims as they tried to c¢s-

Police said they believed the attack was linked to an ongo-
ing local rivalry but did not release additional details.

Palestinian bo

killed in Gaza :

irtecn-year-old Palestinian boy
and wounded 13 people in clashes in the occupied Gaza strip
on Sunday, Palestinian sowrccs said, reports Reuler [rom

Lthe report,

In Shati reflugee camp, soldicrs shot and killed Marwan
Dababish, 13, a bystander, as they clashed with Palestinians

throwing stones. Eight other alestlinians were wounded.

Tigers ambush military

patrol,

COLOMBO, Jan 18: Tamil
Tiger rebels ambushed a mili-
tary patrol and shol dcad 13
soldiers in northeastern Sri
Lanka Meonday, military offi-
cials said, reports Al’,

The attack came a few
hours after the Tiger's clan-
destine radio station called for
three days of mourning to
mark the death of several
guerrillas aboard a blazing ship
ofl the soulheastern coast of
India Saturday.

The soldicrs were allacked
al Pulmoddai village, about 280
kilometers (157 miles) north-
east of Colombo, said officials
at the Joint Operations
Command.

The troops [ired back and
later recovered the body of a
guerrilla, a rocket-propelled
grenade and a radio set, they
sand .

A top commander of Lhe
gucrrillas, Sathasivam Krish-

nakumar, popularly known as
Kittu, was killed when Indian

kill 13

naval ships inlercepted his
boxd.

The 280-ton M V Ahad sank
Salurday 12 nautical miles of
Madras, Indian ollicials said.
Nine crew members who
jumped into the sca were res-
cued.

On Monday, pictures of the
rcbel commander and white
lags Nuttered from homes and
road crossings in the rcbel-
controlled northern provinces,
residonts said.

Krishnakumar, who was the
Tiger commander for Jallna
peninsula commander until
1987, rcporiedly was sailing
from a European country lo
Jalflna to discuss a peace plan
initiated by some Scandinavian
gountries.

Meoerc than 17,500 pcople
have becn killed sinee 1983
when rebels [rom the minority
Tamil community started a vio-

lent campaign for an indepen-
dent homeland in the north
and cast,

WASHINGTON, Jan 18:
President-elect Bill Clinton
said Sunday the US missile
sirike against Iragq was
“dppropriate and forceful.” His
press secrelary said the in-
coming administration was
“prepared to continue taking
appropriate action until Iraq
complies,” reports AP.

Clinton and his advisers
took a tough line toward Iraq
as the incoming president ar-
rived in Washingion for his in-
auguration on Wednesday.

Moments after Clinton's bus
pulled up te the Lincoln
Memorial for an inaugural [les-
tivity, his deputy national secu-
rily adviser, Sandy DBerger
boarded the wvehicle to briel
the incoming president.

Theré was no sign of retreat
f[rom the military confronta-
lions between the Bush admin-
{stration and lraq. "We're prec-
pared to continue taking ap-
propriate action until Iraq
complies” with United Nations
resolutlions, said press secre-
tary Dee Dee Myers.

Clinton’'s communicalions
chicl, George Stephanopoulos
said lraqi leader Saddam
Hussein "doesn't realize that
there is no daylight between
President Bush and President
Clinton on this.”
Stephanopoulos said Clinton
“{s determined to be tough”
with the Iraqi leader.

"We've been fully briefed.
We've been in regular contact,”
Clinton said of the increase in

Missile attack onIra

q (IEE

appropriate: Clinton

lensions that put a shadow
over his otherwise festive bus
journey through the Virginia
couniryside to the nation's
capital.

"Saddam Hussein's continu-
ing provocation has been met
by appropriate and foreeful re-
sponse. | fully support
President Bush's  action,”
Clinton said. "Saddam Hussein
should be very clear in under-
standing that the current and
the next administration are in
complete agreement on the
necessity of his fully complying
with all relevant United
Nations Security Council reso-
lutions.”

Of the shooting down of an
Iraqi fighter in the northern
Iraq no-fly zone, Mycrs said:

"He supporis the action.”

Clinton adviser Nancy
Soderberg was with him on
the bus tour and was keeping
in constant touch by phone
with Clinton's national security
advisers Anthony Lake and
Berger in Washington.

Lake, in turn, was keeping
in touch with National Security
Adviser Brent Scowcrolt and
other members of the Bush
team, Myers said. :

White House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater said Clinton
had "not been asked for his
approval” of Bush adminisira-

tion actions. "But we have tried .

to keep him informed cvery
step of the way. President-
clect Clinton has the benefit of
all the details,” Fitzwater said.
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*wire the distribution of some 120 tons of wheat Iind
sorghum in the village of Afgio, 25 km west of Mogadishu

Sunday.

—AFP/UNB photo

US ready to place
troops 1n Somalia
under UN command

MOGADISHU, Jan 18: The
United States hopes it can
hand over command of peace-
keeping troops in Somalia to
the United Nations in two
weeks' time, a military
spokesman said on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

"We feel we're rapidly ap-
proaching the point where
we'll be able to make a very
smooth handover to the
United Nations command
that's going to follow us,” said
Marine Colonel Fred Peck, the
chief US military spokesman
in Somalia.

"We are perhaps only a cou-
ple of weeks away from being
at that point,” he told a news
conference.

Peck said the US-led task
force, which landed on
December 9 to slop gangs
[rom looting relief supplies for
the starving, had secured eight
re¢liefl bridgeheads in the
famine-hit interior.

“The tough nut still is here
in Mogadishu,” he said, adding
that Marine Major General
Charles Wilhelm,’ us
Commander in the capital; had
‘givesy himsell a - goal: of
achieving relative calm and
stability here by the end of the
month.”

He said the B50-strong 3rd
battalon, 9th Marine regi-
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ment, the first big unit to leave
Somalia would start flying back
to its base in camp Pendleton,
California, on Tuesday.

About 900 Australian troops
are replacing the Marines in
the [amine-town of Baidoa.

Robert Oakley, Washington's
special envoy to Somalia, said
last week the US will keep a
"very large presence” in the
country after handing military
command to the United
Nations.

There are now more than
36,000 troops from 21 nations
in Somalia, including 25,000
Americans.

Feck said 300 Somalis met
last week to discuss formation
of a new police force for
Mogadishu, a project he de-
scribed as a"priority item for
the UN."

Somali warlords af-
ter lengthy talks in Addis
Ababa last week to disarm
their militias under UN and
US supervision and to pursue
discussions on who should at-
tend a national reconciliation
conference planned for March
15 '

" General Mohamed Farah
Aideed, perhaps the most
powerful militia chiel of all,

returned to Mogadishu on
Sunday.

Move to end Sultans' immunity from prosecution

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan |8:
Prime  Minister Mahathir
Mohamad on Monday pre-
senied to Parlament a bill to
rcvoke the immunity [rom
prosecution enjoyed by the
hereditary monarchs of nine
Malaysian states, reports AP,

Mahathir acted aflter lailing
to work oul a compromise
with the Sultans over the last
two days.

The bill would amend the
constitution o end immunity
from prosecution for Sultans
accused of oflenses ranging
[rom assault to not paying
debts.

In a statement Monday, the
Sultans said they ag with
Mahathir that there could not
be two systems of justice iIn
the country and no Sultan had
the right to harm anyone.

"The conference of rulers
recommends an advisory board
be established whose function

! would be to make recommen-

dations to the appropriate
state authority for the removal
of the ruler before he is
charged or sued,” the state-
ment said.

The Sultans said details of
their proposal needed further
consideration and discussion,

Mahathir's proposal was to
be debated by the elected
House of Representatives
Monday and Tuesday. The
Senate, made up mainly of
government appointees, is to
debate it Wednesday.

In both houses, Mahathir's
National Front coalition has
cnough support to win ap-
proval, and some opposition
parties have promised their

backing,
Some lawyers say the
amendments to take away

Sultans’ privilcges would need

the Sultans’' consent to become
Law

Mahathir says, however, the

constitution provides that any.

bill passed by Parliament be-
comes ellective aflter 30 days
cven il the Sultan's don'l sign
in approval.

The government has been
unbappy for some time about
reports of Sultans and royal
family members assaultling
people, obtaining statc-owned
timber land at almost no cost,
and nol paying dcbls.

It decided to act afller
Sultan Iskandar Ismail of
Johore state allegedly as-
saulted MNeld hockey coach
Douglas Gomez at the Johore
palace last Nov. 30. Gomez had
critieized the sale education
department's order to with-
draw his Sultan Abu Bakar
College hockey team [rom a
national meet.

Last July, Iskandar's second
son, Tunku Majid, 22, al-
legedly assaulted a hockey
goalkeeper in a dressing room
aflter his team lost. He was

Mahathir places bill in parliament

banned from playing hockey
for five years.

“Following two incidents of
a ruler and a prince assaulting
the pcople, the government
could not view such incidents
lightly without affecting its
credibility as a responsible
government. The government
has to take a firm stand to
protect people from being vic-
timized by rulers,” Mahathir
said in presenting the bill.

lle added, howcver, that
the government wanted to re-
tain the system of hercditary
monarchs. 1L is still seditious

for anyone to call for abolishing
the monarchy.

In 1977, Iskandar was con-
victed ol culpable homicide,
ordered jafled for six months
and fined 6,000 ringgit (dirs
2.400). His [ather, who was
than Sultan, pardoned him. He
did not go to jail or pay the
fine.

ROK to grant
amnesty to
7000 people

SEOUL, Jan |8: President -
clect Kim Young-sams transi-
tion team said Monday the new
administration would grant
amnesiy to thousands con-
vicied of pelitically rclaled or
other crimes. reporis Al
_ The commitiec, headed by
~ lprmer Prime Minister Chung
“Won-shik, said it would for-
maally recommend thal Kim is-
suc a special amnesty 10 more
than 7,000 peoplec.

During his presidential
campaign, Kim promised
clecied to issue a special
amnesty to pardon minor of-
fenders, including those con-
victed of peolitically related
crimes.

Kim won the Dec, 18 clec-
tion with 42 percent of the
voles cast. He begins his single
five-year term on Feb. 25.

"The planned amnesiy
would be larger in scale than
the one cxiended in 1987
when President Roh Tae-woo
ook office.” said one commit-

tee member, who asked not 1o
be identified.
The 19087 amnesty, Lhe

largest in South Korean his-
tory, alflected 7.234 political
and other criminal offenders

‘Buoyant

WASHINGTON, Jan 1B: A
buoyant Bill Clinton pushed
aside "the complex and mas-
sive. problems™ soon 1o con
front him and stepped Loward
the presidency with a visit to
his old campus and a talk to
foreign ambassadors awaiting
America's new leader, reports
AP

Washington crackled with
anticipation over Wednesday s
cercmonial installation of a
young, new president whose
instincts had been shaped by
ncither global war nor eco
nomic depression

Sp out as far as the eye
could see, a third of a million
waving, cheering, picture tak-
ing people welcomed Clinton
and Vice President-elect Al
Gore and their families to the
capital on a mild Sunday
evening in January .

[Democratls celebrated the
first inauguration of one of
their own in 18 years. Clinton
embraced it all, throwing his
head back in laughter, hugging
old friends, gving the thumbs-
up signal.

Renewed bombing in lrag
disrupted none of it, even I
Saddam Hussecin called the
raids a “new chapter in the

' mother of all battles.”

Clinton's hours ntil his in-
vestiture at noon (1700 GMT)
Wednesday brim with purpose-
ful symbolism, touching all
bases — a word with the
diplomatic corps, a tribule Lo
the slain martiyr of black
Americans, a meal with somwe
of society’'s victims.

In the first such session,
Clinton and Gore arranged to
mect Monday with 180 forcign
ambassadors at Georgelown
University's School of Foreign
Service.

In the 19608, Clinton was a
student on that Gothic campus
while working part time in the
oMice of his honme stale s sena
tor. J Willlam Pulbright

Clinton planned to observe
Martin Luther King Jr's birth-
day with students atl federally
supporied lloward University,
the P.'-lhun'l premier black uni
versity

And he and Gore inviled to
lunch 53 citizens struck by ad
versity whom one or the other
of them had encountered dur
ing the campaign. The citizens
had told eof f{llnesses. job
losses, terrible crimes to
which they had fallen victim.

Prestdent Bush stayed oul of
sight at the presidential re-
treat in the Maryland moun-

tains. Over the weckend, he
enicrtained members ol the
Supreme Court and Canadian
Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney, his wife and three
children. The Bushes will mweet
the Clintons at the While
House shortly before the inau
guration.

Foreign problems occupied
Clinton’'s first evening in
Washington. He met for several
hours at Blair llouse with the
chairman of the Joint Chicls of
Stall, Gen Colin Powell, and
with Gore and Warren
Christopher and Les Aspin, his
nominees for secretaries of
state and defense, respectively.

A somber undertone broke
through Clinton's remarks as
he made his way to Washinglon
from Jeflerson's home in
Charlotiesville, Va.

tie stopped outside an old
couniry church in the village ol
Warrenton, Va, and talked to
the townsfolk of “the complex
and massive problems” Lhal
awail him.

When Clinton's bus pulled
in to Washington, Sandy
Berger, who will serve as a for

cign policy adviscer, climbed
aboard to briel him on the new
Iragl bombing raids.
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CHARLOTTESVILLE, Virginia: US President-elect
Sunday during a question

Al Gore share a laugh
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Bill Clinton (L) and Vice President-elect
and answer session with students at

Monticello, Thomas Jefferson's historical home.
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They travel 1,000 km

on skis
PUNTA ARENAS, Chtle: Four US women have reached the
Seuth Pole, ending! a more than 1,000-kilometer (62 )]-mile)
journey on skis acrss vast frozen planes, without using motor

vehicles or dog tearns, reports AFP.

The American women's transantarctic expedition included
a teacher, Sunnivia Sorby: A skiing expert and guidé Anne
Dalvera: Veteran climber Sue Giller and trek leader Ann

~ Bancroft, now the first woman to have reached both the

North and South Poles on skis.

The team completed its 67-day journey Thursday, after
braving fierce winds and temperatures of as low as minus 26
degrees Celsius (minus 15 degrees Fahrenheit).

Earlier this year, Norway's Erling Kagge made the trip to
the South Pole solo.

The group of women started their journey November 9
afler being dropped by airplane at Hercules inlet.

-
Buying fags banned,
L
not smoking

SINGAPORE: Those under 18 years of age would not be
allowed to buy cigarettes but they would not be banned from
smoking under legislation introduced in Parliament Monday,
rcports AP,

The Smoking (Control of Advertisements and Sale of
Tobacco) Bill follows a government warning last year that it
would take action to curb an increase in teen-age smo

After a 1991 survey, the Health Ministry reported that the
number. of boys aged between 15 and 19 who smoked had
increased from one in 20 in 1987 to one in 10. The
proportion of girls in the same age group who smoked
increased from 0.1 percent to 0.7 percent.

The new law is expected to be enacted prompily because
the ruling People’'s Action Party holds an overwhelming
majority in ParHament.

[t is the latest step in a campaign to make this the world's
first smoke-free city. :

Watching violent movie
he kills his classmate

BANGKOK: An 8-year-old boy. mimicking a violent movie he
had just scen on television killed his classmate with a pistol
in northeastern Thailand, police said Monday, reports AP.

Police said Suphot Kamkong went outside to play with his
classmate Saturday after watching "Gold IV,” a popular Thai
movie featuring flerce shooting scenes and several locally

- hired Americans portraying the bad guys.

At first, the boys played with a toy gun bul Suphot said it
was too short so they went into Suphot's house to play with a
real one, said police Capt Jaturon Tragulpan. Suphot shot his
classmate, Teerapong Pimpru, onee in the back. Suphot's
mother had just left the house to go lalk with neighbours.

Suphot was taken to a police detention house for people
aged under 15, the police captain said by telephone from -

Korat province's capital, about 210 kilometers (130 miles)

northeast of Bangkok.

Khmer Rouge refuses to
free UN peacekeepers

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia,

Jan 18: Khmer Rouge guerril:’

las refused Monday to free
three UN peaceckeepers from
Britain and Chile whom they
scized in central Cambodia, a
UN spokesman said, reports
AP,

The officers and their
Cambodian interpreter were
detained upon arriving 8 am
Sunday at a meeting with the

'Khmer Rouge along the Stoeng

Sen river in Kompong Thom
province, sald spokesman Eric
Falt.

He said UN officials have
maintained radio gontact with
the three naval observers — a
British lieutenant commander,
a British sergeant and a
Chilean lieutenant. He said
they were well equipped with
radio batteries and food. He
did not have their names. .

UN officials 'in Kﬂmpﬂng.

Thom and Phnom Penh were
negotiating the release of the
latest group of prisoners but
Monday the Khmer Rouge still
refu to give in, Falt said.

The Khmer Rouge briefly
held six other UN peacckeep-
ers last month in the same
area, about 140 kilometres (86
miles) north of Phnom Penh.

On Friday, Khmer Rouge
guecrrillas detained an
American military observer for

24 hours near the Thal border |

in Siem Reap province in
northwestern Cambodia, Falt
said. He was freed Saturday

Bill pushes aside problems soon to confront him

—~AFP/UNB photo

unharmed, he said. His name

In recent weeks, the guer-
rillas "have detained peace-
keepers a halfl dozen times in
different locations before re-
leasing them unharmed.

Violaling a accord it
signed, the Khmer Rouge has
refused to disarm and gener-
ally prevented peacckeepers
from entering its territory to
prepare the country for demo-
cratic elections in May. The
Khmer Rouge slaughtered
Cnnﬂ:udhmdurlr‘lul‘nﬂ.nl
Communist rule in the 1970s
before being ousied in a
Vietnamcse invasion. It then
fought the Vietnamesc-in-
stalled government for nearly
I3 years before the peacc ac-
cord.

The three naval obscrvers
were to meet with the Khmer
Rouge Saturday as part of an
effort to persuade Lhe
guerrillas to cooperate with

the peace process.

When only a junior gucrrilla
officer showed up for the
mceting, the peacekecpers
asked him to call his supcrior,
Falt said. The superifor never
arrived, so the men left that
evening with plans to return

Sunday

The junior officer met them
again Sunday, forced them fur-
ther upriver, and said he
would detain them until his
superior arrived, Falt said.

Gore for war
crimes tribunal
to try Saddam

WASHINGTON, Jan 18: Vice
President-clect Al Gore called
on Sunday for the creation of a
war crimes tribunal to try Iragf
lecader Saddam Hussein but
refused to say Saddam should
be captured [ the tribunal

finds him guilty, reports
Reuter.

Appearing on US television,
Gore said ~would recom-

mend that Saddam be tried, a

proposal he first suggested
before Bill Clinton




