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A Footwear for All

A S M Nurunnabi

by

A pair ol sponge sandals is very common,
yel it seems 1o have something unigque about it
few houscholds in the
country which do not posscss at least a pair of
sponge sandals. From this angle, it may be con-
sidered a versatile footwear. Originally it was
called Hawaii sandal, probably from its large-
scale use in the Hawaii islands. From these is-
got models of Hawaii shirts
which are so popular in our country and also in
other countries of south and southcast Asia
where climatic conditions make them a com-
fortable informal wear for males.

We may trace the origin of sponge sandal to
the late 50s. It was then a prized object for
many. On account of its limited availability, its
price was comparatively high, and many pcople
used to be on the look out for the shops which
offered this item for sale. An old timer recalls,
that back in 1960, at an industrial exhibition
held that year in Dhaka, limiled quantity ol this
itern was put up for sale al a stall. There was a
heavy rush of prospective buycrs at that stall.
When Lhe stock of the item ran out before all
the customers could be satislied, pandemo-
nium broke loose, and the police had 1o inter-

Therc are probably

. lands, we have also

vene to restore order.

Many years have passed by, Pcople ol this
generation may now feel amused that carlier
generation could lose their temper over such a
small thing as sponge sandal. It is the gencra-
tion gap which has turned a prized object into

a common thing.

In the present changed conditions, the
sponge sandal has consolidated its position as
uscd foolwear in the country.
high price which it
commanded has slowly come down Lo a
level which a vast majorily ol consumcrs can

the most widely
The comparaltively
ously

undeniable.

sandal.

The large-scale markel for this footwear has
proved a bonanza for its manufacturers who
apply their capital and technology for making
new designs in dillerent colours, which pose a
threat to large-scale saje of leather sandals,
The threat becomes more real, because the
sponge sandal has a vast network of selling
oullets both in the urban and rural areas. At
numerous haatls and baxzars in rural areas, it en-
joys a monopoly. of sales with village
are attracted by its low price and durability. It
is also sold in the urban residential arcas.
Perhaps in the footwear trade, no other item
commands a greater turn over than the sponge

folks who

A group ol hawkers of this ware run this
business on the periphery of a city bazar. Mofiz
represents such a group. He has his wares
ncatly arranged in two or three baskets. When
a prospcective customer comces, a lot of compe-
tition ensues in the group to win him over to
his side. Each sale involves a lot of higgling,

since there is no [ixed price. Il a customer is

not accustomed to bargaining, he is likely 1o
pay more than the actual price. Moliz said thal
his carning from the sales averaged Tk 50 to
60 daily. His sales, however, register a big
jfump on the occasions of big lestivals.

Many of our pcople may nol have raimwnls

previ-

to cover their body, but in all likelibood they
may have a pailr ol sponge sandals to cover
their feet. Thus it satisfies the requiremient of
a foolwcar at the grass-rootls level,

When on any day in summer or winler, onc
finds on busy strecls, a day labourer or a push-

casily afford. cart driver perfarming his strenuous  lasks

The popularity ol this {ootwcar is duc o with sponge sandals on his [eet o save him
scveral factors. Besides fls Lavourable price, it From heat. onc feels happy that this unique
is light in welght and can be worn fer all in lootwear has been pul 1o a really good use.

Fish pmduéts export

fetch Tk 330 cr

Bangladesh ecarned Taka
330 crore by exporting 7,370
tons ol lish and fish products
during the first six months of
1992-93 fiscal. Forest, Fishe-
riecs and Livestock Minister
Abdullah Al-Noman told the
Jatiya Sangsad in reply to a
guestion [rom Awami League
member Mirza Azam yeslerday,

reporis HSS.
The minister told [DBNP
member Sardar Sakhawat

Hossain Bakul that there were
17 fish projects in the country
Of this, 11 are invesiment pro

jecis and rest six are technical |

assistance projects.
e said that out of the 11

investment projects, foreign
assistance ol Taka 285.44
crore was received for six
projects,

The minister said that for-
cign assistance of Taka 23.45
crore was received for six
lechnical assisted projects.

Replying to another ques-
tion from AL member
Mohammad Aminul Islam, the
Fishcries and Livestock
Minister said that Taka 24.25
lakh was earned from export of
shrimps till now against pro-
jecled earning of Taka eight
crorec during the current fis-
cal. The earning was only three
per cent of the projection.

Experts seek community
participation to reduce
severity of diarrhoea

A Lhree-day conference on

“Health Research and Policy
Perspectives™ ended here yes-
icerday with a call for greatcr
communily pariicipation o
popularize the Oral Rehydra-
tionn Therapy |ORT) lor redu
cing the severity ol diarrhoeal
discascs, reports UNB,
. The annual scientific con-
fcrenee of the [International
Centre lor Diarrhoeal Discase
Rescarch, Bangladesh
CDDR.B) also stressed the
need for promoting family
planning programmes in the
country

Speakers at the conference
pointed cut that nutri
tion of mothers and children
was a critical factor in dewclop
ing resistance agains! conunon
ilincsses.

The conlerence, designed
o share the resuits of research
done at the ICDDR.B among
health care workers and health
policy planners in Bangladesh,
was carlier inaugurated by
Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Tbre Yusul

About |50 experts, officuals
and workers from health insti-
tutions and health centres of

Bangladesh govcrnment,
NGOs, donor agencics and the
media participated in the con

ference.
Ower 60 scicnlific papers

dealing with dlarrhoca, nutri-
tion and malernal and child
health with lamily planning
were proesented at the confor
Erae

Most spcakers highlighted
the bencficial eflects of using
ORT which had been found to
reduce the duration and scver-
ity of diarrhoeal discases

They saldd new rescarch re-
sults are awailed in the field of
develepment and eflicacy of
other ORS formulations, made
ol such consliluenis as rice
and mueste

Anti-terrorism Act

4 held in city

The detective branch and
thana police of the metropolis
have arrested f[our persons
irom Lhe city under the Anti-
terrorism Act from January 10
o 16, a press release of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police [DMP)
said here yesterday, reports
1SS,

There cases have been reg-
istered with different thanas.
The number of accused per-

Govt asks PSC to
fill 70 vacant
posts of Asstt

Judges

The government has askcd
the Public Service Commission
to [ill the 70 vacant posts of
Assistant Judges (Munsif), par-
liament was informed yester-
day, reports UNB.

State Minister for Law,
Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Barrister Aminul Hagq
made the statement in reply o
Manirul Haq Chpwdhury of
Jatiya Party.

Barrtster lHaq said 210 out
of 460 Assistant Judge courts
had been shiflted to district
headquarters following the
dissolution of upazila sysicm.

To a question [rom
Niamatullah (BNP) he said le-
gal steps had been taken
against those {nvolved iIn
forgery of stamps and deeds.

So far, 4] cases were filed
with concerned police stations
for forging valuation of stamps
of 252 deeds, alter primary in-
vestigations.

Responding to Mirza Azam
(AL), Barrister llag informed
the House that till last
December, 393 cases were
disposed of by the Appellate
[Division of the Supreme Court,
3042 by the High Court,
1,05,364 by Judge Courts,
12 184 by Additional Judge
Courts, 30,879 by Sub-judge
Courts, 66,123 by Assistant
Judge Courts and 1,63,453 by
Magistrate Courts in the coun-

try

TV

Tum'.{?a y

6500 Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme
SUTITEY

5:10 News in Bangla

5.256 Esho Lhikht Pori

6:00 Maycder Jonya

8:30 Open University

7:056 Nazrul Songs

8:00 News in Bangla

840 Drama serics: Bhog-
ruand s hia

10:00 News in English

10:30 Film Show: ENG

11:30 Khabar/The News

11:40 Tomorrows progra-

mmd sumneary

11:45 Closing

formal occasions. For common use in the

household, its position is unrivalled.  In the
monsoon secason, its usefulness in rural arcas is

Photo show on
Zia begins

A two-day photo exhibition
began yesterday (Monday) at
the National Museum on the
occasion of 57th anniversary
of birth of late President Ziaur
Rahman, reports UNB.

Minister for labour and
Manpower Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan inaugurated the exhi-
bition arranged by the Zia
Smrity Sangrakkhan
[preservation) Parishad,

Addressing the functlion,
the minister called upon the
sponsors el the exhibition to
prescrve the works and mem-
ories of great men for present-
ing the true history to the fu-

lure generation.

The people are inspired by
the works of great men and
cngage in nation building activ-
ity, he said.

Recalling the contribution
of late leader to the Liberation
War and post-liberation nation
building mission, Mannan
[3huiyan said the history of bold
leadership of Zia would inspire
the future generation for ages.

~ Later, the minister visited
the exhibition. Over 100 pho-
tographs on Zia's life and
works are on display.

Khurshid Hamid
made Envoy
to Italy

Khurshid Hamid, Director-
General at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, has been ap-
pointed Ambassador to Italy,
said an official announcement
yesterday, reports UNB.

He has previously served as
Ambassador to Yugoslavia with
concurrent acereditation to
Creece, Cyprus and Albania.

Born in 1940, Hamid joined
the diplomatic service in
1965,

e served in the Ministrics
of Foreign Allairs, Industrics
and Agriculture, President's
Sceretariat (Cabinet Division)
and Lhe Bangladesh Agricul-
tural Development Corporation
[(BADC).

llc has also served in vari-
vus capacities in the
Bangladesh missions in
London, Beljing, Kuala Lumpur.
Tchran, Moscow and Bangkok

Transport office
gutted at
Aricha ghat

A lransport oflice was gul-
ted in a fire at Aricha ghat-
here in Manikganj yesterday
when it came in contact with a
snapped electric wire, reports
LINIS.

Witnesses said the live elec-
tric wire snapped and fell on
Ajmiri Transport's office after
a fMock of crows perched on it.
The loss was estimated at Tk
onc lakh.

Local pelice put out the fire
with the help of fire extin-
guisher from a launch of the

ghat.
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IBNP Secretary-General and
LGRD and Cooperatives Mi-
nister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder said here yesterday
that the government was de-
termined to serve the cause of
the peasants, workers and
other working people of the
country, BSS.

Addressing as the chiel
guest a discussion, organised
by Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal at
BCIC auditorium here on the
beeasion of Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman's 57th birth an-
niversary, the LGRD Minister
said that the report of the
Wage Commission has been
submitied to the Primc
Minister yesterday and it
announced 1his
month for the wellare of the
wui king class. _

I'resided over by Sramik Dal
President Ishander AH, the
i o was addressed, among
others, by Works Minister
Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia,
labour and Manpower Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Vice
President of Sranmik Dal Abdul
Malek, its General Secretary
Nazrul Islam Khan and other
oflice bearers.

Referring to President Zia's
proud declaration that he was
[armer, Barrister Talukder said
that Shaheed President Zia
had devoted all his energies to

change the lot of the com-

l monman.

The BNP Secrctary General

Wage Commission report to be
announced soon : Salam

said Zia knew that without fm-

. proving the lot of the com-

monman, the overall develop-
ment of the country was nol
possible. That was why, be said
. Zia had introduced politics of
production. He pointed out
that the economic of the coun-
Lry got a boost because of pro-
duction-oriented politics of
President Zia,

The LGRD Minister said
that the preseht BNP govern-
ment is working relentlessly to

implement the 19-point pro-
gramme ol Shaheed President

. Zia for national development.

Talukder also said it was
the pledge of the BNP to
restart the closed mills and
facltories ol the country. lle
said this particular pledge was
materialised by the party by re-
starting some mills and [acto-
rics after ils coming to power.
He said the economy ruined by
the autocratic rule could not
be recovered overnight. In this
contexl, he said that it was
also not possible to re-start all
the closed mills and factories
overnight.

Works

Minister Raliqul

Islam said that Shahecd Zia
had given a sense of direction
to the nation during a crucial

hour. He said Shaheed Zia did
not only declare the Liberation

War, but he also took part in

- allowance,

the war Lo liberate the eountry.

Labour Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan said thal the
present governmenl was quite
aware ol and sympathetic io
genuine demands of the
working people. He pointed
out that till announcement of
the wage commission report,
the working people would con-
tinue to get Taka 250 inlerim

Hotel executive
meets Mannan

Scnior Vice President of
‘anpacific Hot€ls and Resorts
V Uctani met with the Stale
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism Abdul Mannan at his

oflice Monday, reports UNB.

They discussed matters re-
lating to Holel Songrgaon,

Ygfi "E}famnl?l?u. Vice
President ol Asia of the
Panfacific Hotels and Resorts,
Gazi Sadequl Islam, Managing
Director, MC Brunei, Gencral
Manager ol Hotel Sonargoan
were present during the ocea-

Help combat drug
abuse, Hafiz tells
journalists

Ministier for Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs Mirza
Golam lafiz yesterday called
upon the journalists and other
conscious sections of people to

y a pioneering role in com-
bating the disastrous drug
abuse, reports BSS,

He was speaking as Lhe
chiel guest at a flunction held
at a city hotel to honour a
number of personalities with
gold medals for their outstand-
ing contributions in various
fields of national life.

Organised by Bangladesh
Anti-Drug Federation (BAF), an
NGO, the function was
presided over by M A Jalil,
Président of the federation and
addressed, among others, by
Prof Emajuddin Ahmed, Vice
Chancellor of Dhaka Untversity.

Gold medals were awarded
to S M Sultan for art,
Riaruddin Ahmed for journal-
ism, Humayun Ahmed for liter-
ature, Abida Sultana for music,
actress Sabana a for acting ,
Khabiruddin for anti-drug
campaign and Shahnewaz for
social service.

The Law Minister stressed
for regional and international
cooperation and coordination

for this purpose.
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publication ceremony of “Judhey Judhey Sadhinata”™ at the Jatiya Press Club auditorium
yesterday.
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By Staff Correspondent

Weather will remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over

the country du
pm Monday, Met
Night tempe

the next 24 hours commencing from 6
forecasis
rature is likely to rise by onc to two dcgree

Celsius over the country during the same period, it says.

Couniry's lowest e ture of 9 ree Celstus was re-
ported from Ishurdi while the sl lcmperature
of 27.6 degree Celsius, from Satkhira.

The sun sets today (Tuesday) at 5-36 pm and rises tomor-

row (Wednesday) at 6-43 am.

The maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded yesterday at important cities and towns of the

couniry were:

Citics/Towns Temperature in degree Celsius Humidity in porcentage

Max
Dhndoa 25.4
Chittagong 26.5
Iajmhakhi 28.6
Khuina 26.8
Cox’'s Dasar 27 .0
Bearisal 26.5
Sylhet 23.5
Rangpur 22.4
Ishurdi 28.7

278

Sailkhira

Min 9 am 6 pm
11.8 Tr 656
16.0 B8O 63

9.9 ] s 4]
12.8 .2} 73
15.2 76 50
11.4 93 (4
10.86 78 63

8.8 93 -

9.0 0] 682
13.3 75 73
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BCIC

Tender Notice
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Managing Director, Polash Urea Fertilizer
Factory Ltd, Polash, Narsingdi invites sealed
quotation for supply of Gland Packing.
Tender will be received up to 11:30 am on
30-01-93 and will be opened immediately
thereafter in the same day in presence of the

tenderers (if any). Tender documents will be
available on payment of Tk. 25.00 only per
set (non-refundable) from the office of
(i) Controller of Accounts, BCIC, 30-31,
Dilkusha, Dhaka (ii) BCIC Branch Office,
6, Agrabad, Chittagong & (iii) Polash Urea
Fertilizer Factory Ltd., Polash, Narsingdi.
No Tender documents will be sold on the

date of its opening.

BCIC-51-12/1
DFP (BA) 321-13/1

undermentioned works

D N

Tenders are invited from D‘E‘au WASA enlisted 1st, 2nd & 3rd class civil contractors for the

Dhaka WASA Tender Notice

| onfaz WSy @ FRT @AY fRHYS N
| N TreHATFOIT ARIET/ (AN FEH

S Name of Work Estimated Date & Time of

No I Cost Receiving Tender

1. Repair & maintenance of Dhakeshwari Taka 25-1-93 up w0
officers quarters. 1,48110/- 12 Noon

2 Repair with construction of kitchen, Taka do-
bathroom of Azimpur No. 2 out of order RS8N0 /-

Pump House quarters

Tenders will be opened on the same day of receiving tenders at 12-30 PM in presence (if

any) of the tendcrers or their representatives,

Schedule of tender will be available at the Chief Accounts Officer of Dhaka WASA, WASA
Bhaban, 98 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka & all MODS Zone offices of Dhaka WASA,
Other detailed degcription will be available at the office of the undersigned.

Address :
WASA Bhaban

98, Kazi Nazrul Islam
Avenue, Dhaka

WASA-—P.1—-26/93
DFINC)-716-14/1
c—&

Md Sirajuddin
Executive En;lnur

S M Division
Dhaka WASA



