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T HE was Wednesday
23. 1992 On
thegt day a visit was made
to Sararchar union to identily
problems of the people of
Bhanda village and a few
neighbouring ones to draw a
practical plan of action (I'PA)
for launchin innovative
preservation of s and veg
etables by solar drying process
and tmproved stove. To pre-
serve, t and conscrve
environmental balance The
main goal is to form groups ol
and under privi-
leged rural women, the youth
and the unemployed educated
youth in the process of bring-
ing them into mainstream de
velopment activities and pre
pare all members of such
poorest groups to deliver scr-
vices to them at an opportunc
moment.

The spirits of development
activitics actually took me to
Sararchar unjon after a nine-
month relapse from reliefl ac
tivities that were carried out
after April 1992 cyclone that
ravaged some of Dilalpur
Union, Haltmpur, Hilochia and
Sararchar areas under Bajitpur
Thana of j District,
killing 10 persons including a
child.

As a planner and implemen-
tor of the development activi-
ties in favour of Gono Bikash
Sangstha [GBS) — a registered,
non-profit and non-govern:
ment organization (NGO) de-
voted to social development
and environment development
issues, | went to Sararchar.

Charged with the il -
ity of initating a taking
reparatory steps towards
aunching the project on
Integrated Education and
Environment Development
mmes, we wenl lor so-
cial mobilization activities
there.
M A Abul Hashem Bhulyan, a

greal social werker and our lo-

SBararchar Bazar Banik Sami

by M A Rub

cal GBS palron, reccived us
Soon after Bhutyan pro

posed that we visited Lhe eyc
camp Lthat was being held at

the nearby Shivanath Dilalceral
High School, Sararchar.

Bangladesh Dristihcen
Foundation [BDF) had boen of-

P

M A Abul Hashem Bhuiyan, Patron, Gono Bikash Sangstha (GBS) and Chairman, (Crossed)
ty is seen talking with a recuperating eye-patient at Shivanath

fering eye-camp scrvices in
collaboration with Sararchar
Dazar Dantk Samity, Shararchar
Shivanath Bi lateral hgh
School Authority and 'rutibha
Shahilya Sangsad [rom
December 17-28, 1992, in

cluding a two-day cyc cxami

nation with | -day major opcra
tlonal activitics. A lotal of 57
major cyc opcration and 20

AR

Bi-lateral High School Buildings where "Bangladesh Dristiheen Foundation” held an eye-

camp for the suffering people.

Development

Commitment to Development Activities |

minor operations were carried
out by physicians organized by
the Dristtheen Foundation. A
total of 1,500 palients, how-
ever, atlended the camp. All
these patients were given first
hand primary treatment and
medicine [ree of cost.

The ecye-camp ended on
December 25, 1992 through
distribution of glasscs to the
opcraled patients. Locally
managed under the active su-
pervision and over all opera-
tional implementation,
lHashem Bhuiyan, the paticnis
and the local organizers
claimed Lhal the eye camp
managed last year, was a
iremendous success. The
workers of Lhe Bangladesh
Dristtheen Foundation, how-
ever, expressed fear that Lhe
incidence of eye problems
have increased significantly
with acute malnutrition and
sufferings among the older
people have rather increased,
the workers opined.

The sh Dristiheen
Foundation will carry out fol-
low-up of the operation cases
on January 26, 1993 through
checking up of development
and reflection of adjustment Lo
the power glasses distribuled
by Lthem free of cost.

M A Rub, the wriler is the
director, Gono Bikash
Sangstha (GBS) — a NGO de
voled to environment and de

velopment (ssues in the pro
mwotion of global and national

progress and peace and pros-
perity.

HE takeover of co-
mmon Jand and forest
rights in Thailand acce-
lerated with the beginning of
the. era of so-called
‘development’ after the Second
world War. US government
missions came into tLhe
coun'ry and began to en-
courage Lhe elites to integrate
themselves more fully into the
world economy.
This resulted in a rapid
escalation of . To trans-
Furl crops out of arcas
or export, roads had to be
planned, inanced and built.
Roads into the interfor al-
lowed local elites to increase
land speculation, often clear-
ing forests to obtain govern-
ment concessions. Equally, it
allowed the central govern-
ment (o consolidate and in-
crease its control over hitherto

remote regions.

Industrialised countries
benefited from an increase in
export crops, promoted by the
World Bank and the Thai elite,
such as cassava corn, sugar-
cane. coflee and so on,

These crops are not the
traditional crops ¢f Thailand.
They are upland crops, that
have only been made possible
by moving into the upland ar-
eas and clearing forests. Such
clearance has resulted in seri-
ous damage to the uplands, in-
cluding erosion of soil and
degradation of water stocks,
affecting the ecology of both
the uplands and the lowlands.

These development pro-
jecis created an immense
threat to traditional ways ol
life. In many villages, new in-
puts were required — high
yielding varieties of seeds, pes-
ticides and [fertilizers — in
order to grow the new crops.
Concurrently, there was a new
need for status, consumer
goods.

The overall resuli was debt,
migration, loss of land, forest
clearance, and the Increasing
destruction of ecosystems and
degradation of ncighbouring
land.

Control of land is not just a
legal matter of title, byt of re-
taining other necessary re-
sources as well. I[ water is
taken away or degraded by
someone growing cassava fur-
ther up a hillside, then it be-
comes even more diflicult to
hold onto land traditional
controlled by a family or vil-
lage. If new roads and business
come into a village, the people
controlling these will tend to
make allfances with village
leaders, reducing the later's
accountability to the rest of the
villagers, and thus further re-
ducing the powers of the
poorest people.

Villagers in Thailand are, on
the whole, well aware of the
loss of old systems, and the
negative aspects of modern

t. Their problem is
one of control, and villa

. have difficulty in fighting th
changes -

The extension of control of
the market and state control
into marginal areas has now
reached a new stage, and a
nmew wave of expropriatior« nre

taking place. The government
sces these areas as being able

to absorb some of the ple
who have been driven nl'll;'.:,mrr
profitable land.
However, market forces are
increasingly impinging on
arcas as well. New
commercial o unities are

emerging, as the growth

How a Secure Land Title Helps

Sustainable Agriculture

in eucalyptus plantations,
which are an important source
ol raw material to the paper
pulp industry. In some areas,
salt mining is also im L,
but has serious side ¢
polluting weter and thus im-
peding ncc cultivation.

The taking of villagers' land
is exacerbated by government
concessions. The government

forestry department had been

Thai
the production
Larry Lohmann

given control over about -half
the country’'s land area
1960, leaving all those living
on the land without title, de-
spite the [act that they felt as if
they should have entitlement
under common law.

This has led to an explosive
social and political situation,
with [requent confrontations
between villagers and com-
mercial and state interests.
This atmosphere is not con-
ducive to such long-term aims
as the development of organic
agriculture.

The connection between
sustainable agriculture and the
control of land is seen iIn
Thailand by the fact that resis-
tance to expropriation of land
is often strongest in areas
where organic agriculture is
practised as part of the cul-
ture. This connection is clecarly

demonsirated by the tradi-
tional frrigation systems of

northern Thailand, which have
been used for many hundreds
of years.

The hill forest provides the
sources of streams and also
provides other goods for the
villagers. Water is carefully
managed so that it feeds the
rice ficlds both on the hillside
and in the valleys. This system
does not distinguish between
agriculture, forestry and water
management; all three area
esscntial to each other.

However, when the
‘modern’ agricultural system
was introduced, the forests
were given to logging compa-
nics to help contribute to-
wards national income; the
streams were given ' lo the
power companies and agricul-
ture was devoted to cash crops
for export. Obviously this was a
threat to the villagers' liveli-
hoods. Taking away the forest
means that the streams are
also removed from common
usage, silted and dried up in
the dry season.

Damming the streams for
power means that water can
no longer be controlled for the
agricultural system. The wvil-
lagers saw clearly that a threat
to any part of the system was a
direct threat to themselves,
their way of life, diet, culture
and so on.

Resistance was strong. The
logging ban introduced in
Thatland in 1989 was in part
the result of pressure from vil-
lagers whose traditional irriga-
tion practices were threat-
ened. Villagers took part in

marches, blocked logging
roads, prevented companies
from taking logs out of the for-
est, demonstrated at local dis-
irict centres, compiled peti-
Yions, demanded to see the
prime minister and joined
[orces with villagers from their
own and other regions of the

"This is a d

by Larry Lohmann

began to acknowledge the
force of these claims, at least
in part.

Again, this demonsiralcs
precise connections between
control of land and the forms
of agriculture tised. The

development ol organic agn- .

culture in countries such as

Thailand can only occur when
the land, and the culture

which regards agriculture as a

way of life, are both secured.
Framers in remote ns
ol Thailand have out

. appropriate systems of orfl.mc
agriculture for themselves.

These include a combination of
mixed farming, intercropping,
fish ponds, fruit trees, rice
paddies and pigs.

Farmers s 30 or 40
years of their working out
how to do this in ways which
respect the local environment
and maintain their indepen-
dente and culture. This type of
agriculture is only found in ar-
cas where villagers are secure
in their land tenure. These are

nol villagers who have totally
rcjected the market, but they
have put the market into a
subordinate place and keep
government officials at arms'’
length.

Thai non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs) have some
experience with the Tropical
Forestry Action Plan being
promoted by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

people began to lose common land last century when it was taken over for
rice for export. Some Thais do have a secure title to land;
how this helps sustainable agriculture.

The Finnish bilateral aid
agency (FINIDA) has been en-
trusted with the financing of
this plan, and has hired a
Finnish consul to draw up
a strategy to save Thailand's
remaining forests. Thai NGOs
saw a preliminary draft of the
proposal and discovered that
the recommendations were for
80-90% industrial forestry,
that ts, planting eucalytus for
the paper industry,

Villagers assessed the cl-
fects of the strategy on their
way. ol life and decided that
this path of dcvelopment was
not for them. The NGOs, tried

to exercise political influence
to ¢ the plan; in particu-
lar they held a public meeting
of all the parties in the hope of
creating some changes. The
Finnish consultancy was taken
a back by the oppesition from
NGOs and villagers and
promised lo revise the plan,

Another example of the in-
transigence of aid agencies is
shown by a hydropower devcl-
opment. In Notheastern Thai-
land, villagers have practised
agriculture along river banks
for centuries, using silt from
the river as fertilizer. This
system is now threatened by a
proposal to build an enormous
dam; 12,000 local people
petitioned against the dam and
presented their fears to the
World Bank which is proposing
to part-fund the development.
The villagers' case was that il
the dam was built they would
be forced to move away [rom
their traditional homes to
infertile lands, abandoned by

lenants.

However the World Bank
has rejected claims of negative
aspects of the project and sees
the issue as one of finding the
right price to pay off the vil-
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The Revolution that is
Sweeping Indonesia

by Stephen Carr from Indonesia

RY making a morning

phone call in Jakarta.

The creaking overloa-
ded system might not yield a
line untll the afterncon. It s
often gquicker 1o dispatch a
courier than wait for the
phope to work.

When you d:nf“ a line
wrong numbers inaudible
replies are the norm. Yet If you
want to make an international
call or send a fax, provided you
arc not routed through the lo-
cal network, the connections
are instantancous and the lines
clear as a bell.

At outlets of Indosat, the
state telecommunications
company, you can go into a
booth, press a button with the
name of your home country on
it and immediately hear an op-
crator loud and clear, on the
other side of the world. Faxes
are quick and inexpensive,

indosat, which runs this
huge archipelic nation's exter-
nal telecommunications, was
formed in 1966. The
of Indonesia was then in ruins
and the country isolated from
the world.

Since then iIncreasing
globalisation of trade and
Indonesia’s rising exports and
greater integration into the
world economy have made ef-
ficient telecommunication a
necessity.

Being hooked into the
global information network is
good for trade, but it has polit-
ical implications, too.

When the 27 provincial eap-
itals of Indonesia were given
international direct dialling to
185 locations worldwide, Lhey
included Dil, capital ol cast
Timor.

During the recent political
turmoil there the government
may have preferred o kecp
the incident quiet. Instant
communicalions made sure
news of the shooling was soon
all over the world. |

In the turbulent ycars of
Sukarno, Indonesias [irst
president, Indosat had a shaky
start. The company was run for
over a decade by ITT, It was
taken over by the state s 1980
and then had a stall of 129.

Today it has 1,590 employ-
ecs and is a model state enter-
prise run like a private com-
pany. Stall are assessed on
productivity and given targets
to reach.

It began a direct dial ser-
vice wilh eight countrics in
1981. Using two satellites over
the Indian and Pacific oceans,
communication with two-
thirds of the globe became
possible.

The first step was linking
with northern neighbour
Malaysia. Laying an undersea
cable beiween northern
Sumatra and Penang Island be-
gan the lollowing year. Then
Jakarta hooked into the
Intelsat system, allowing digi-
tal data transmissions and di-
rect dialling with 53 countries.
An intcrnational facsimile ser-

vice started in 1984 and
iclexes began using the store-
and -forward system.

In the late 198B0s more
submarine cables were laid,
connecting Indonesia with
Austiralia and Singapore. Six
Indonesian cities could direct
dial 90 counirics. An interna-
lional exchange began routing
calls through Medan, north
Sumatra. Building began on
Indesat hcadguarters in
Jakarta,

Next came membership of
the International Maritime
Satellite Sysicm (Inmarsat).
This nectwork, providing sea,
atr and earth links, is ideal for
linking the scattered f[rag-
menis of Indoncsia's vast

archipelago.

communication

nl:mh in :ﬁ".
tional m dialling

began only in the 1980s.

The Inmarsat terminal is
cheap, weighs under five kilos
and allows global satellite
lransmission on public telex
and clectronic mail networks.

The country has three mil-
Hon squarc kilometres of sea
within its borders — more than
the land arca. Iis 5,000 remote
inhabited islands need a
le communications system
t} it does net rely on radio
Lri nsmissions. In its first year
of operation, Lhe Inmarsat
svsiem atlracted 11 subscrib-

ing ships.

Videotext, clectronic mail,
database accessing and a com-
puter network lollowed. The
ycar 1990 saw Lthe opening of
an automatic (clegraph cox-
change. Work started on a fibre
optics cable that will link 13
nalions from Indonesia to
France. It will be ready in
1994. Other underwater fibre
optic cables linking with
Indonesia are the Trans-Pacific
ones: the Hong Kong., Japan
and Korea cable, the Pacific
Rim West line between Sydney
and Guam and the North
Pacific cable connecting Japan

to the United States via Alaska.

Corporate customers now
have access to the Intelsat
Business Service, which gives
fast communication with the
Pacific rim's main business
centres in Australia, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Japan and
north America.

Another service, Intelnet,
provides [inancial news, bank-

ing and other business infor-
mation f[rom [ntelsat centres

in Hong Kong, Sydney and
Paris.

the importance of
these forays into high-tech
telecommunications, Indosat s
assisted overscas phone calls.
its fastest growing new ser-
vices are clectronic mafl, re-
routing international television
broadcasts and international

direct dialling.

Perumtel, Indonesta's do-
mestic tele nctwork, is
increasingly embarking on

joint ventures with | :
Since it began using Indosat's
main exchange for its interna-
tional telex traffic in 1990, it

broke a five-year record of de-
chiming traffic.

Deciding on the right
hardware lor the future is dif-
ficult for any telecommunica-
tions company. According to
Indosat President Tjahjono
Socrjodibroto,
‘telecommunications products
can be obsolete even before
they progress beyond the de-
velopment stage.

"Such frenetic pace places
deve markets such as
Indonesia’'s in a bewildering
and often confusing position.
When to invest and how to

choose from the ol sys-
tems currently . the
question of standardisation in a

rapidly evolving global indus-
try. These questions are not up
to one country alone.”
Transferring some of
Indosat's corporate spirit to
Perumtel, is perhaps a more
readily attainable goal.
Recently the two, together
with a consortium of banks, set
up a system of computerised
cash dispensers. Indosat also
helped Perumtel digitalis nine
local exchanges and install
15,000 new telephone lines.

Construction of an interna-
tional exchange in eastern
Indonesia is being considered
to stimulate economic growth
in this relatively undeveloped
region. The government is also
embarking on a mass digitali-
sation of trunk exchanges. It
aims to lay more than seven
million new ielephone lines by
the turn of the century.

A second telecommunica-
tions network is seen as a pre- -
condition for elevation to the
ranks of Asia's boom
ctonomies like Hong Kong,
South Korea and Taiwan. As
production costs rise in these
countries, Indonesia with its
low labour costs and large nat-
ural resources, wants to pre-
sent itsell as an attractive op-
tion for investment capital.

To be-part of the global in-
formation exchange and to
connect the scattered frag-
ments of a vast and disparate
country, Indosat and its space-
age technology is at the heart
of Indonesia's development

OMPLETION of a huge

land reclamation proj-

ect over the past three
months has earned Iraq con-
demnation and threats of
military action in the West
rather than praise.

The scheme, called the
Third River, is hailed by Iraqi
officials as "the largest single
irrigation project in Meso-
potamian history” but de-
nounced by the West as a pro-

ject designed ta destroy the

6,000-year-old way of life of
the tribal people who live in
Irag's southern marshlands.
The facts dispute Western
charges.

The Third River was first
proposed 40 years ago, in
1952, by an American consul-
tant. Its object was to reclaim
vast stretches of agricultural
land that had become barren
or unproductive through sali-
nation, due to over-i
and lack of proper dratnage.

The target area was ancient
"Mesopotamia,” the "Land be-
tween the Two Rivers,” the
Tigris and the Euphrates.
From the air this ap as a
vast area of black desert, a
deadly white scurf of salt
spread over the land which
was once the granary of

For the land to become
Lrnductht once again it must

washed with sweet water
from the Tigris and Euphrates,
in a process known as leach-
ing, for five to ten years, and
the saline water carricd away.
The vehicle for carrying away
this water is the Third River.
c canal, 90
metres wide at the surface,
eight metres deep and 36 me-
tres wide at the base.

The canal has been dug
from Mahmudiya, 30 kilome-
tres south of . 1o skirt
the al-Hammar marshland and
discharge into another
drainage project, al-ls-Hagi, at
the northern end of the man-

rrigation

made Basra river, which was
built during the Iran-lraq war
to replace the Shatt-al-Arab as
a shipping lane. Feeding into
the Third River is an elaborate
network of drainage pipes and
channels, ~

Despite Sanctions I raq Builds Huge River

" by Michael Jansen from Baghdad

quickly. Producticn has fallcn
from 20 to 10 per cent of GNP
since 1960, compelling Iraqg to
import 70 per cent of its food
— a dangerous dependency, as
deprivation under the sanc-
tions regime showed.

Iraq has just in

has c¢ut the flow of the
Euphrates into Iraq from 700
to 260 cubic metres per sec-
ond, and to the use by Iran of
the waters of local streams and
rivers, notably the Karun,.
which flow into the marshes.

flow of the saline water to do
so, although most of the rebels
are in the Hawizah marsh,
which is distant from the
Third River.

Instead the Iraqi builders
have ensured that flooding will

augurated the ‘I‘hlﬁd Rlner;ﬂ_fect. a vast land reclamation scheme in the southern

marshlands. The scheme will return land to cultivation and make it accessible for oil exploration.

Environmentalists say

the project will destroy the lives of Marsh Arabs. The West, reports Gemini

News Service, is condemning Iraq for completing a project it once proposed and helped to launch.

Work on the Third River
began in 1953 and has been
progressing sporadically rom
sector to sector cver since.
The first section in the north
was completed in 1954; the
second, in the central sector,
in 1959, by Dutch contractors.
Other sections in this sector
were completed by a Soviet
contractor in 1986 at the same
time as a German firm finished
the southern sector.

By 1992, B5 per cent of the
work was completed. Most of
the work was done by foreign
firms and they were compelled
to withdraw when sanctions
were imposed on lraq in 1990.

In June the Iragis them-
selves undertook the comple-
tion of the project in all sec-
tors, employing 4,500 labour-
ers and 3,000 machines,
worth $2 billlon, seized from
Russian, East European,
Chinese and Korean firms. The
firms have been promised
compensation.

The Third River was lraqis
first development priority alter
it had rebuilt most of the in-
frastructure wrecked by the
aerial onslaught by the Western
coalition. During these
months, as during the recon-
struction drive, the Iraqis
worked their men and ma-
ﬁm night and day, every

Baghdad was spurred by the
need to rebulld its agriculture

endangered

" fishing

So [ar, out of a total of 1.5
million hectares, 300,000 have
been reclaimed and another
300,000 are under treatment,
The tribal people said to be
by the Third River
are the 50,000 Marsh Arabs
who have, for millennia, lived
and supported themselves by
and buffalo herding in
the marshes.

The first person to pro-
pound this theory was Max Van
Der Stoel, a Dutch envoy sent
by the UN to Iraq early in
1992. He did not go to the
marshes because, as he told an
interviewer, he "did not have

time.” He reported that the
Third River would drain the
marshes and deprive the
marsh Arabs of their natural
habitat — an {ronic charge
from a Dutchman whose coun-
try is built on reclaimed land.

Military analysts contend
that the real objective of the
Third River scheme is the
draining of the marshes so that
the Iragi Army can drive out
the 10,000 dissidents and an
unknown number of refugees
who sought sanctuary there
aflter the southern Shia rebel-
lion failed in March 199].
These analysts cite as proof of
the accusation the fact that the
water level in the marshes has
fallen recently. '

The Iragis argue that this is
the result of Turkey's massive
Ataturk Dam project, which

wWas
drive rebels and
quickly and easily out of the
inaccessible reaches of the

However, il the Iragql army
indeed determined to
reflugees

marshes, it would simply flood
the marshes, using the heavy

f:lh-f
i

a dike
alone the entire length of the

\IH[II"

not happen by buitlding

40-kilometre stretch where
the Third River touches the
Hammar marsh, the large wel-

land and lake system west of

the Tigris.

Prbject

This dike is meant to iso-
late the polluted and brackish
bul [resh water of the marshes
from the heavily saline water
in the Third River, thus pre-
serving the wetland tmrnﬂ
and habitat. An estimated
4,000 Marsh Arabs may have to

-be resettled to accommodate

the Third River,

Iragq's Deputy Agricultural
Minister, Abdul Satter
[lussein, asserted: "There is no
connection whatsoever be-
tween this project and the
question of the marshes.”
However, the Minister of
Military Industries, Hussein
Kamal Majid, son-in-law of
President Saddam Hussein,
said that there were othor
plans for draining at least a
portion of the marshes by
"military industrialisatlion”
These have the exploitation ol
oil reserves as their largel
rather than rebels.

Baghdad has already
drained and reclaimed certain
locations within the marsh: s
Large and proven oil [iclds
could add 2.5 million barrei- .
day to lraq's output. It is ¢~
mated that one-third of brog =
oil reserves are under ha
marshes. Because of the »nl
the inhospitable, maliaril
marshes where temperalines
climb to 60 degrees C n
summer, will continue o be
invaded by developers building
bridges, roads, schools, clin-
les, eleetricity plants and
houses.

As part of the country's re-
construction plan, the lraqis
have already rebuilt facilities
damaged or destroyed during
the. Gull war. Baghdad is de-
termined to treat its Marsh.
Arabs as human beings who
have a place In modern Iraq
rather than relegate them to a
marshland museum as anthro-

pological specimens.
— Gemini News



