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NEWS BRIEFS
Zia's birthday
tomorrow

Nationalist Party
(BNP) and its front organs will
observe the 57th birth an-
niversary of late President
Ziaur Rahman in a befitting
manner allover the country
tomerrow. The programmes
include Milad M , discus-
sions and cultural function,
placing wreaths and offering
Faicha ai Zia's Mazar, reports

Awami Leaguc Genceral
Secretary Zillur Rahman left
Dhaka yesterday for Ncpal to
attend a scminar of lawycrs.
Party Joint Sccretary Moha-
mmad Abdul Jalil will act as
General Secretary during his
stay abroad, reports UND.

Sherpur tele-link
disrupted

SHERPUR, Jan 17: Tcele-
gram and telex communication
beiween the district and other
parts of the country remained
disrupted for the last’ five
consecutive days. Official
sources said, the technical
department could not reslore
the communication linc as
they fafled to detect the root
that caused the disruplion,

reports UNB.
Four arrested under
Anti-Terrorism Act

Police arrested four pooplke
under the Anti-Terrorism Act
from the city last weck
Manuary 10 o 16]. Eight peo

were named in Lhroee cases

under the Anti-lerrorism
Law in different thanas of the
tity du the week, a police
press ase said. Police
rounded up another 51 people
from different parts of the city
yusicrday on various charges,
reporis UNB.

Two robbed
in city

By Staff Correspondent

Within a span of only 15
hours from Saeturday night lo
Sunday noon muggers stabbed
lweo persons and snaiched
their cash while police fotled
another attempt at Doyel
Chattar near the Curzon Hall of
Dhaka University

Police arrested one Mah-
fuzrur Rahman on the same
spol at around 1] am Sunday
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Allied forces bomb Baghdad

BAGHDAD, Jan 17 : Allicd
aircralt raided the Iraqgi capital
this evening, reports AFP.

Iragqi anti-aircralt guns
opened up against them, lilling
the night sky with tracer
rounds.

Three explosions were
heard followed by anti-aircraft
[iring and several huge

columns of smoke could be
scen rising in the center of
Baghdad, a witness said.

Navy ships also launched
more than 30 Tomahawk
cruisc missiles at a military
sitc. south of Baghdad, said a
scnior Pentagon source,

Earlicr, AP said, US-led
forces ::-hnt down an Iraqi MiG

warplane and attacked an Iraqi
defense system after being
challenged over the northern
"no-fly” zone designed to pro-
tect Iragi Kurds, the White
House said Sunday, reports AP,

There weére no coalition
losses and the action was
taken after provocations from
Iragqi military units, said presi-
dential spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater.

Iraq, meanwhile, made a
new offer Sunday to allow UN
flights into the country, saying
it would permit planes to fly
from Bahrain if the United
Nations would prevent allied
Myving in the southern "no-(ly”
PONIC,

But in a nationally-televised
speech, Saddam defiantly told
his people Sunday that “thc
aggressors will fail in their cvil
purposes. J

Saddam's address marked
the second anniversary of the
Jan 17, 1991 start of the Gulf
War, in which US-led multina-
tional forces ended Iraq's
seven-month occupation of
Kuwait. Jraq, in defeat, agreed
to abide by UN resolutions Lhat
would guide its future military
conduct.

Sunday's clash over north-
ern lraq was the first sincc
Friday, when two US F-111
planes camc under lraql anu-
aircraft firc in the northern

"no-fly" zone, sel up in April
1991 to protect Kurdish
rebels. Allied planes bombed
Iragi anli-aircraft batteries
Wednesday.

US Defense department ol-
ficials have warned that a new
Allied attack on Iraq will be
more devastating than the air
strike on missile bases carried

" oul Wed

"If you're going lo do it,
you're going to do it big this
time,” one of the officials was

quoted as saying in today's edi-

torial of the Washington Post.

The paper said it had spo-
ken lo four senior Pentagon of-
licials.

Today's New York Tirm:u

_ Major,

and the Cable News Network
meanwhile reported that US
warplancs had planned —to
bomb lraqi targets on Friday
but called off the operation be-
cause of reservations from
British Prime Minister John

Tensions rose further after
flights by UN weapons inspec-
tors were banned and Iraqi
teams last week repratedly
raided Kuwait for military
equipment abandoned at the
end of the war. _

Fitzwater said three inci-
dents Sunday prompled the
shooldown while in

Baghdad, Iraqi News

Lthe

Ageney reported that Iragi air

defenses "
gets” Lhree times near the
northem city of Mosul.
Fitzwalter said Iraqi anti air-
crafl batteries fired on coali-

tion [lights monitoring the

northern "no-fly” zone. He also
said Iraqi war planes violated
the zone¢ and one was shot
down by a US F-16 fighter.

President Bush spoke with
British Prime Mjnister John
Major, French President
Francois Mitlerrand and
Canadian Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney, Fitzwater gaid.

Mcanwhile, in his *‘F'":“fh
Sunday, Saddam slammed

See¢ Page 12 Col 7

JS discussion on demohtlon of Babri Mosque begins

A dastardly act, MPs say

The long awailed general
dijscussions on the destruction
of the Babrit Mosque in India,
was held at the Jatiya Sangsad
yesterday amid strong con-
demnation of the ‘'dastardly
act’ and bipartisan calls for the
immediate rebuflding of the
historic mosque in Ayodhya.

Members of the House also
blamed thc Indian government
for failing to take adequale
stcps 1o protect the B0O0-year-
old mosque and also for failing
to contain the communal vio-
lenee which elaimed hundreds
of innocent lives.

During the ncarly two-hour-

By Staff Correspondent

long discussions in which 13
members took the [loor,
speakers also blamed the
"communal forces and miscre-
ants” for damaging mandirs
and threagiening the minority
community in the country dur-
ing the altermath of the de-
struction of the mosque in
Ind i

Spcaker Shaikh Razzagque
Al. while opening the general
discussion ruled that the dis-
cussions would be held for [ive
hours spread into two days as
per the carlier decision of the
Business Advisory Committece,

A tolal of 43 notices were

placed, of which 21 contained
resolutions while the remain-
ing 22 were only for holding a
general discussion on the de-
struction of the Babri Mosque.

Out of a group of ninc no-
tices with resolutions which
had identical texts, Lhe
Spcaker chronologically se-
lected that of Jamaat member
Maulana Muhammad Sakhawat
Hossain's. Similarly, out ol an-
other four, the chair sclected
the notice of Awami League
member Profl Rafigul Islam's to
be included in the genceral dis-
cussion.

Sec Page 12 Col 3

Bangladesh, two other Muslim
states behind riots: Advam

BOMBAY, Jan 17: A radical
Hindu leader toured riot-
scarred Bombay on Sunday and
accuscd foreign powers ol ar-
ranging the 10 days of Hindu-
Muslim violence and arson that
claimed more than 500 lives,

rcporis AP.
Lal Krishna Advani. a leader
of the main opposition

[haratiya Janata Party (BJP],
said
Pakistan, Libya and Bangladesh
organized the widespread riot-
ing that reduced this seaside
metropolis to a virtual inferno.

Advani did not give any evi-
dence to back his charge, but
said the state government of
Mah:irashtra, of which Bombay

the alle

- the

Muslim agents from .

is the capital, must cxamine
ged role of the three
Islamic countries in the riots.

. The state government has
promised to probe the cause of
riots, which abated
Saturday. There were no re-
ports of any killings or distur-
bances in the city Sunday.

The rioting swept low-in-
come and fashionable neigh-
borhoods alike, shutting down
businesses and forcing thou-

sands of migrant laborers to

Nee.
it followed the destruction
ol a 1'6th century mosque by
llindu zealots in the neorth
indian town of Ayodhya on Dec
Sce Page 12 Col 8

A PID ;i.ctur! shows Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia offering munajat after raising flag

of Kushtia sector headquarter of the BDR,
meeting in the district on the day but the PID did not supply us the picture.

‘Guard against politics

of destruction: Khaleda

KUSHTIA, Jan 17: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today alleged that vested
quarters were out to foil the
government's efforts for na-
tional development and
warned people to guard against
their “politics of destruction”,
reports UND.

“You have te understand
their motives and identifly
their masters who direct
them”, she told a public meet-
ing organised by district BNP
al the Kushtia Government
College ground this aftermoon.

“"They only want destruction
and don't want the country's
progress”’, Begum Zia said re-
ferring to the programmes ol
hartals.

She expressed her firm be-
Mic{ that the vested quarters,
trying to create indiscipline in
national life, would be isolated

from the people.

The Prime Minister called
upon the people to dedicate
themselves in nation-buflding
activities, imbibed with the
spirit of patriotism and na-
tionalism.

"Strengthen the hands o!
the nationalist forces for allevi
aling poverty and successful
implementation of the gov-
ernment's programmes Lo
strengthen national economy,”

Stressing the need for in-
creasing production in [iclds
and [actories to achieve scll-
rcliance, Begum Zia said it is
only possible through hard
work, patriotism and national-
isl spirt.

Referring to the natural re-
sources like coal, hardrock
and limestone available in the

Sec Page 12 Col 6

yesterday. The PM also addressed a public

Pre-discussion JS
debate takes
one hour

By Staff Correspondent

Despite Parllament Business
Advisory Committee’'s unani-
mous decision the day before
on how to conduct the pre-
scheduled general discussion
on the demolition of Babri
Mosque in India, the House
yeslierday entered into a pre-
discussion debate on the
‘appropriate way' of holding
the deliberation.

The one-hour unscheduled
debate began when Tolael
Ahmed MP of the Awami
League (AL), standing on a
poinl ol order, told the chair
that it was unfortunate that the
ruling party, despite prioy
agreement, had backed out
from moving a consensus reso
lution on the issue.

Referring to a discussion

o

See Page 12 Col |

T . e——YE__IEE W

Country has $1.8b foreign
currency reserve : Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman said the country had a
record foreign reserve ol over
1.8 billion US dollar equivalent
of nation's five months import
bills, reports BSS.

Rahman said that this quan-
tum of foreign exchange re-
SETVE WES NOW NECEssSary as a
salcty valve against any short-

. age of fund for imports in the

private sector within the pre-
senl free market economy
framewor

itahman was initiating a
three -hour threadbare discus-
sion on the national economy
and review of imple -
mentation with the World

Bank local consultative group

ycsierday at the NEC confer-
ence reom.

Outgeing ERD Secretlary
Enam Ahmed Chowdhury,
World Bank Resident Mission
Chiefl Christopher R. Willoug-
hby. UNDP Resident Repre-
sentative Charles H Larsimont,
US Ambassador Willlam B
Millan, Japanese Ambassador
Toshio Saiki, CGerman Amba-
ssador Dr. Karl-Heinz Scholty
Ssek and The Netherlands
Ambassader || Gajeniaan also
spoke.

Pointing to the criticism of
some of the politiclans and
economistis on the record high

forecign exchange reserve in
the country, the Finance

Minister sharply reacted and
said Lhose politicians and
cconomists had forgotten that
during 1972-75 period there
was very little or no reserve to
mect the import requirements
of the country.

Referring to the w issue
raised by them, the Finance
Minister said the government
could not ignore 1he
formidable opposition both in
parlilament and outside it and
had to respect and honour op-
positions opinjon.

Rahman made il very clear
that Prime Minister Begum Zia
had atiached top priority to
the education, health and

See Page 12 Col 7

AL urges India
to reconstruct

Babri Mosque
immediately

Ijanaadcsn Awami Ltagué |

Executivé Council yesterday
strongly condemned the ultra-
communal forces of India for
demolishing the Babri Mosque
and urged the Indian govern-
ment to reconstruct in without
any delay, reports BSS.

In its meeting here with
party chiel and Leader of thc
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina in the chair, the
AL Executive Council also ex-
pressed its concern at the al-
leged resign to destroy com-
munal harmony in Bangladesh
and called upon all pro-libera-
tion forces to resist unitedly
such a move,

In a number of resolutions,
the AL Executive Council also
cxpressed its deep shock at
the death of five persons by
police firing on Janmdary 4 at
Benapol Border under Jessore
district, a party press release
said here last night.

The council expressed its
decp sympathy to the mem-
bers ulrthe bereaved families
and demanded immediate in-
quiry into the incident by a
judicial commission, the press
release said.

In another resolution, the
council expressed its dcep
concern at the loss of lives and
property following unruly

activities of Navymen at
Patenga, |lalishahar and
Banartila in Chiltagong
recently. It demanded

immediate inquiry into the
incident by a judicial
commission and exemplary
punishment to those respon-
sible for it

The AL Executive Council

prayed for the peace of the
departed souls and ¢
decp sympathy to the mem-

bers of the bereaved families.
The council also demanded
compensations for the be-

Sce Page 12 Col 6

Police raid RU halls

Arms recovered,
29 arrested

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAII
CAMPUS, Jan
29 activists into custody and
recovered huge number
handmade weapons and some
fircarms in an morning
raid on three halls after an
overnight clashes between ri-
val students.

Of the arrested, seven were
from the Islami Chhatra Shibir
and the rest 22 from the All-
Party Students Unity.

Police sources said one of
the arrested, Mukhlesur
Rahman, an Islamic Chhatra
Shibir activist, had been
caught with a revolyer and four

UNIVERSITY

17: Police took

bullets. Rahman, a resident of
the Sher-e-Bangla Hall, was ar-
rested from the campus.

Vice Chancellor Prof Anisur
Rahman who visited different
halls after the raid came under
attack from angry all-party
students. Studentis mostly be-
longing to the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal threw stones at
the Vice Chancellor when he
arrived at the Madar Box Hall.
They abused the VC he
had acted in favour of the
Shibir.

The authorities, aller an
cmergency meeting of the

See Page 12 Col 3
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Diarrhoea claims 47

in Pirojpur, Bogra

PIROJPUR, Jan 17 : At least
37 lives were claimed by diar-
rhoca and another 5068 at-
tacked during last 24 hours in
the district, official sources
said today (Sunday), reports
UNB.

This raises the official death
toll to 1568 and number ol at-
tacked 2,589 from diarrhoeal
diseases in 16 days since the
outbreak of the disease in
Pirojpur district.

Unofficial sources, however,
put the diarrhoeal death toll at
45 and the number ol attacked
560 in last 24 hours while 2056
dcalhs and 3,006 attacked
during the 16 days.

Mathbaria, Bhandaria and
Narirpur were the worst af-
fected thanas where 18 tem-
porary medical camps and 58
medical teams were working.

District officials including
Deputy Commissioner, Civil
Surgeon and Public Health
Engincer, and local political
leaders visited the affected ar-
=1

Another report adds [rom
Bogra : Diarthoea claimed 10
lives and attacked at least 500

people in the last two days in |

five thanas of the district.

Reports reaching here lo-
day said with this the toll from
the killer discase sose to 35 in
16 days. Officials confirmed 21
deaths in 15 days.

Thanawise toll is as follows,
Shibganj-4, Nandigram-9,
Dhunat-Gabtali- 11, Sariakandi-
5. Sadar-2 and Kahaloo-4.

Some 81 diarrhoea-affected
paticnts were admitted into
Mohammad Al Hospital.

Halishahar revisited

'Our hearts are still burning’

CHITTAGONG, Jan 17:
Abdul Jalil, a white bearded
man of 75, sitting in front of
the ashes of a burned decora-
tor's shop at Bandertila area of
Halishahar in Chittagong. hit
by the worst ever spate of vio-
lence January 2 and 3, said,
"Our hearts are still burning
with a fire of anger, hatred and
resentment against those Navy
personnel who unlecashed
atrocities here”.

"We can never forget such
oppression and nol even our
posierity can forgetl the same
as the scale of repression let
loose on us by those Navy per-
sonnel only reminded us of the
carnage in 1971, during our

From Nurul Alam

Liberation War" Jalil added in
an angry voice and mood of
reialiation, while talking to
this correspondent who went
to the trouble-torn area on the
day of Prime Minister's visit
there.

Before Jalil could end venti-
lating his another local
named Aminul Hoque hastened
to say that "Our anger and
shock will not pass into obliv:
fon even in 50 years as we can
hardly absorb such a shock
caused by the rampage un-
leashed by section of Navy per-
sonnel iving in our vicinity”.

These abe not only the say-
ings of Jalfl and Aminul Hoque,

many other affected locals who

stood amid the dcbris at
Bandertila on the day of the
Prime Minister's visit, echoed
the same sentiment with a
demand to shift the Chi
Naval Base from their locality.

As a result, the tension that
brewed there following the
two days of atrocities which
left at least 18 peo
and over 200 1 \l'!:hm not
yet subsided ﬂm 14 days after
the mcident. Police and BDR
have been guarding the vie-
lence-torn area to prevent any
fresh violence.

A police official on M
tien of anonymity

"sfiwation in the Illllﬂll
See Page 12 Col |
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Akheri
munajat
today

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Jan 17: The
‘akhcri munajat’ (concluding
praycr) of the Biswa Ijiema at
Tongi will be held at 12 noon
Monday.

Amecer of the Biswa Tablig
Jamaal Maulana Enamul Hasan
(Hajratji) from Dethi will con-
duct the prayer. Lakhs of peo-

| ple will scek the divine bless-

ings atl the Htema.
Mcanwhile, on the second
day of the ljtema today, thou-

"sands of Muslim devolees con-

- S5ee Page 12 Col 1

Rao drops 14
ministers

NEW DELHI, Jan 17 : Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao
announced a new council of
ministers Sunday, apparently
to reassert his authority that
‘has eroded in the wake of na-
lionwide sectarian riots, re-
ports AP. ;

Rao dropped 14 ministers,
and in their place inducted
four ministers of Cabinet rank
and 10 junior minsters.

Rao said the names ol the
dismissed ministers will be re-
lcased after approval by
President Shankar Dayal
Sharma, the figurehead consti-
tutional head.

The first reshuflle of the
15 - month-old administration

lullows the resignation of all
See Page 12 Col 6

Provide correct
information,
Hasina tells

ministers in JS

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Shetkh Hasina
Sunday asked the Ministers to
be accountable to the House by
providing correct information
while replying to queries ol
the MPs, reports UNB.

She also demanded of the
government to take decisions
on development programmes
in different areas on the basis
of recommendations of the
clected representatives.

Hasina's exhoriations came
during the question hour in
response to Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar's
comment about the nationali-
salion of schools and colleges
in different thanas.

Replying to supplemen-
taries [rom:opposition Mmem-
bers on the principle of na-
tionalisation of educational in-
stitutions, Sircar said it is not
mandatory for the government
to take decision always as per
suggestion of the MPs.

The government will na-
tionalise + those institutions
which it feels appropriate after
proper examination, he added.

The Education Minister's
comment raised a hue and cry
from the opposition benches.

Taking the floor, Hasina
said MPs are the elected rep-
resentatives ol the people and
know better about the prob-
lems in their respective con-
stituencies. Seo, Minister
should take note of the rec-
ommendations by the mem-
bers of parliament.

She also asked the minis-
ters to provide the House with
correcl information while re-
plying to the queries of the
members.

Nirmul leaders
want to tum
the body into

'political platform’

By Staff Correspondent

The Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Samannaya Commitiee
leaders feel that the organisa-
tion should be turned into a
‘commen political platform’ to
push the current movement o
a logical end.

The lcaders said this at a
public meeting at Bangabandhu
Avenue in the city yesterday.

The commitlee organised
the meeting to press for its
four-point demand of the
committee and maintain
communal

Mofazzal Hﬂ:ﬂn Maya
chaired the meeting ad-
dressed, among others, by the
Awami League leader Abdur

. Razezak, MP, JSD (Inu] leaders
Hasanul

Kazi Arel Ahmed and

Huq Inu, CPB leader Nurul
slam Nahid, Mohammad Afzal
ufmﬂmwm

Ahmedur Rahman Azmi and
See Page 12 Col 8



